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Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore
By Jerry Gray, Commodore
November 2014 marks my last Beacon article as Commodore of Mount Vernon Yacht
Club. Elections will take place on November 6th and a new Commodore and Board of
Trustees will be sworn in at the Commodores Ball. Please show up for the Election and
the Ball and show your support for the great group of members that will guide this Club in
2015.
I want on reflect on members that I served with and the contributions that they have
made to MVYC.

Most of our Officers and Directors play multiple roles in support of the Club. Our Vice Commodore and Rear
Commodore, Steve Donock and Alexi Stavropoulos are also Marina Chairs along with Director Mike Phelps.
Steve and Alexi facilitated the Dock and Dredging projects ensuring boats were relocated and power, lighting
and water were installed. Mike Phelps has spent the past two years managing the Gas Dock operation for our
members and ensuring we comply with the environmental regulations. On a separate project and with the help
or Rick Mullins the entire marina water system was replaced serving all of the Docks. Our Secretary Lauren
Bazel has kept our records in order and assisted with all of the mailings that go out multiple times a year to our
members and as the spouse of the Power Fleet Captain, Chris Bazel; Lauren also assists with Power Fleet
events. Treasurer is one of the most demanding jobs and Holly Evans ensures that we stay within budget and
has kept our Books, Taxes and Audits straight and bills paid for the past two years. Director and Membership
Chair Dan O’Keefe presided over the restoration of membership numbers. We took a hit in 2008 and Dan has
steadily pushed recruiting and has our numbers back to within a few spots of our maximum of 230 families.
Director Pat McCarthy is House Chairman, also one of the toughest jobs in the club. Pat has kept up with failing icemakers, air conditioners, water heaters, lights, etc., etc. Pat just finished having our failing gutters, fascia
and drip ledges replaced stopping some serious leaks and preventing costly damage to the house. Director Terry Stott is the Grounds Chairman, in addition to taking complaints about trash pickup and lawn services, both
have been well managed, Terry honchoed the repair or replacement of every picnic table on the Point ensuring
many more years of service. Director Jeff Kirkland is our Security Chair. Jeff keeps the gates and doors working and was the onsite manager of our marina contractors during the dredging. Director Bear Baker is the Pool
Chair. Bear has dealt with leaks and failing pumps and ensures that we meet regulatory requirements. Bear installed a cost effective glass filtration system and a pool lift so members with physical disabilities can enjoy the
pool. We have number of non Board members that Chair important functions. Gene Diotalevi and Christine
Stavropoulos Co-Chair the Social Committee. They have a very active committee and both encourage new ideas and keep our traditions alive. Gene is also Communications Chair. Faithfully sending all club wide email notices and maintaining our website. In the past two years the entire website has been rebuilt with many new features and will be easily maintained for many years to come. I need to mention Joan Jones who has served the
club selflessly for many years managing rentals, ensuring supplies were stocked and organizing TGIF’s.
(Continued on p. 2)
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From the Commodore(Continued from page 1) Planning Chairman Ron Reinsel has
kept us on track with major projects. Most recently Ron and
Larry Ichter have thoroughly researched and helped us to understand the options for dealing with erosion and maintenance
of the out-lot parcel. The Parking lot was paved in 2014 for
the first time in many years; Mark Barbaro ensured that it was
done professionally and within our budget. The Swim team
chair is Sherry Catron, another job that requires a lot of time
and dedication. Sherry plans the meets, recruits the many parent volunteers and organizes fundraisers to support the Dolphins. Fleet Captains Greg Rehe and Chris Bazel ensure that
the boaters in the club don’t get bored and they reach out to
non-boaters to participate in on the water events. Liaison’s
Dan O’Keefe, PRYCA; and Jerry Nissley, CBYCA; keep us
informed of events and issues on the Potomac and throughout
the Chesapeake Bay. The next time you hear someone say that
those Board members are not doing anything, you can tell them
that doing nothing was my job for the past two years as Commodore of the best kept secret on the Potomac, MVYC.
Thanks to everyone that helps and volunteers in anyway and
“Thank you” to this great Board, many of which will continue
to serve as I accept the most coveted title of Past Commodore.

On the Docks—Marina Update
By Steve Donnock- Marina Co-Chairman
It’s hard to believe that the leaves are changing color, the
temperature is dropping and the end of the boating season
is in sight. Where did the summer go? Since we can’t put
off the colder weather forever this is the time to start thinking about your boat and how to keep it safe over the winter.
If you’re taking your boat out of the marina for the winter
please drop an email to marina@mvyc.net. Some of the
folks who stay in year round like to move inside for protection and ease of access during the winter months and it’s
helpful to know which slips are available. For those of you
who do want to move your boat to another slip for the winter please, please, please coordinate it with the slip holder of
the slip you wish to use and with the Marina Chairs.
If your boat is staying in the marina for the winter now is
the time to check your lines and replace them if they are
stiff, frayed or worn. We had a couple boats break loose
during blustery conditions last year which put boats and
docks in jeopardy. If you see a boat that seems to need attention please drop a line to us so we can get with the owner to make sure everything is taken care of properly.
We’ll be keeping a close eye on the temperature forecast
over the coming weeks to make sure we have the water to
the docks shut down before a hard freeze. We urge you all
to watch the temperature, too since boats are poorly insulated at best and water lines running inside the hull tend to
freeze rather easily. Remember, though, that you won’t be
without water completely since the hydrants at the end of
the docks will remain on throughout the winter.
The marina held up pretty well this year thanks to all of
those who helped us when we sent out a call for help. One
last chore is taking in the “No Wake” buoys. It’s a messy
task but not one without reward for those who participate.
Watch your inbox for our yearly plea! We had a successful
year on the fuel dock thanks to Mike Phelps and his willing
volunteers who kept the gas flowing all summer. This team
effort helped when there were gaps in coverage due to last
minute travel a couple times this season. Thanks to all who
helped!
Hopefully we’ll get a few good weekends in November to
use our boats and let’s hope for a mild and short winter!

From the House Guy
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By House Guy Pat McCarthy

BEER LOCKER PROTOCOLS
The beer locker is one of the most used appliances at the Club. Many would say without its refreshing contents Club
events would be little remembered. Even impromptu gatherings to watch games, chat about river runs, or even just to get
out of the house for a few hours wouldn’t be much fun without the availability of the many sweet brews, wines, and soft
drinks found within its confines.
Only our honorable beer fairy is permitted to place refreshments inside the locker. Importantly, only adult members are allowed to unlock it, and it must always be locked after use. Never reveal the locker combination to a non
member and especially not to a non adult.
Unfortunately I must report that there has been some abuse of these cherished privileges. No foreign items should ever
be stored in the beer locker even if it is of a food or drink nature. Personal soda or leftover food containers should be
stored in the kitchen refrigerators. Similarly, never store any type of alcoholic beverages in the kitchen refrigerators.
Under no circumstances should any hard liquor ever be stored in the beer locker or left anywhere in the Clubhouse. Violating these rules can jeopardize retention of our beer and wine only license. The only exception to this
rule is to store liquor in the locked security room with your name prominently displayed on it.
Any unauthorized items found in the beer locker will be immediately poured down the drain or thrown into the trash.
Finally, when the beer locker gets low on refreshments, please resist the urge to remove the many cardboard containers
found within. They are used to keep beer and soda brands separate so it is easier to find your favorite and quicker to restock. Removing them requires finding new empty boxes and cutting them down to certain sizes so they can fit inside the
locker and keep the many varieties from getting mixed together. Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated.
For those of you who take pleasure in the many ups and downs of daily life, I am pleased to report that the Club elevator
has again passed its semi-annual safety and mechanical inspection. Enjoy the ride!

Club Rules Revisited: Picnickers are responsible for their charcoal fires, which are permitted only on the grills and shall
extinguish them before departing. Open fires are not permitted except in the fire pit provided and the responsible member
shall insure the fire is extinguished prior to departure. Open fires are prohibited under conditions of high or unusually dry
weather. By order of the Fire Marshall, open fires are not permitted in any other club location. Before departure, all trash
from fires or picnics or other activity must be cleaned up and placed in appropriate trash containers or removed from the
area. Fire Marshal regulations prohibit the burning of trash of any nature either on the grills or on the fire pit.

Election Update
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By Board Secretary Lauren Bazel

***MVYC Board Elections – 8p.m., Thursday, November 6, 2014***
All MVYC members are strongly encouraged to attend
the annual meeting to elect the 2015 Board of Trustees.
Below please find the biographies of each candidate for office this year.
Candidate for Commodore – Steve Donock

Steve has been an MVYC member for 24 years and has served as the Vice-Commodore for the past two years.
He has worked on several committees – Security, Marina, Club Anniversary Parties, a long range planning committee and many Oktoberfests to name a few. Steve previously served MVYC as a Director in 2002-2003 and
was lucky enough to be Marina Chairman during Hurricane Isabel. Steve, along with other members, spent several days
working to get the marina back in shape. Steve recently retired from the Federal Government after 34 years. Most recently
he was a senior manager in charge of his Agency’s IT infrastructure. Steve is also a Past Commodore of the Potomac River
Yacht Clubs Association. His wife, Kim, is a judge in the Fairfax County Juvenile and Domestic Relations District Court.
They both brought boys with them when they created their family several years ago. Steve’s son, David, has been around the
Club since before he could drive a boat. He works for DoD, serves in the Coast Guard Reserve, and in his spare time is a
Captain on the cruise ship, Odyssey. Kim’s son, Justin is a partner in a Fairfax law firm and specializes in litigation. He also
teaches in the Catholic University Law School. He and his wife are about to make Steve and Kim grandparents for the first
time – with twins! Steve and Kim’s boat, “CourtShip”, is docked at the Club. You can find both of them at the Club almost
any weekend for a great part of the year. The Club’s cruises and events are an integral part of planning their year!
Candidate for Vice Commodore – Alexi Stavropoulos
Alexi and his wife Christine joined MVYC in the spring of 2004 and he has served as the Rear Commodore for
the past two years. They have lived in Hollin Hall since 1993. Alexi is co-owner of Canal Group Builders. In
2005, Alexi volunteered many hours rebuilding C & D docks in the marina. He also served as committee boat
for the sail fleet. Alexi was first elected to the board of trustees in 2006 and during his first year as Director, he
was chair of the House Committee. During his second year on the board, he was a Marina Cochair and worked on rebuilding several finger piers on inner W and updating the gas pump and fuel hose reel. In 2010, Alexi served as Treasurer and had
also been Power Fleet Captain for several years. Over the years, Alexi has been some key part of every club project and
event, including TGIFs, clean-up day, swim team and the Fourth of July pool party, and serves with distinction as the Captain of the boat that brings Santa Claus into the lagoon for the children’s Christmas party. Alexi, his wife Christine and
daughter Zoe love power boating and thoroughly enjoy many raftups and cruises and can be found on the Potomac River on
their boat Triada.
Candidate for Rear Commodore - Lauren Bazel
Lauren and her husband, Chris, have been members of the club since June, 2004, and she has served as the Secretary for the past two years. Before serving as Secretary, Lauren was a Director and chairman of the Membership Committee. Lauren and Chris have been active in club events since they joined. In addition to working on
a number of social event committees and Lauren’s service on the Board, Chris did a several-year stint as a Beacon editor and is currently Power Fleet Captain. You can often find them on “A” Dock on their boat, NautACare.

Elections, Continued from page 4
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By Board Secretary Lauren Bazel
Candidate For Secretary – Pat McCarthy
Pat and his wife Judy joined the Club in 1993. In those early years most of their involvement surrounded getting their two girls, now fully grown and on their own, into the pool, the swim team, and lifeguarding during
the summer months. For a few years Judy kept track of the Club calendar and Clubhouse rentals. They purchased their first boat, Irish Breeze, in 2000 and that increased their interest in other Club activities. Since then, Judy has
actively assisted in many of the Club’s outdoors activities that included cooking and serving food. Her activity led to Pat’s
assistance and that was when he started being a participant in many of the Club’s activities. Since getting their first boat,
they have participated in almost every Club sponsored “river run”, regardless the destination. In 2010 they acquired a larger
boat keeping the same name. They also have a smaller center console boat for day trips around Dogue Creek. For over two
years Pat has been the House Director insuring lights, heating/cooling, and all accessories remained in operational condition.
Pat is a 40-year DoD civilian retiree.
Candidate For Treasurer – Dan O’Keefe
Dan and his wife Chris, joined the club in April, 2009 and MVYC quickly became a central part of their social
life. They are involved in almost all club activities from TGIF’s and social activities to work projects and power
fleet events. They can usually be found on or about “Pop Pop” every weekend during the boating season. For
the past 2 years he has served as a Director and chairman of the Membership Committee. Dan also has served
as the MVYC Delegate to the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association (PRYCA) for the last 3 years.
Candidate For Director - Amy Walker
Amy and her husband, David, joined the MVYC in the summer of 2006. They have two daughters, Virginia and
Elyse. Amy has been active in many social functions at the club and helps out with swim team. She is currently
an assistant coach for her daughter’s volleyball team in the Fort Hunt Youth Athletic Association. Amy has
served on the board before as Social Chairman and Pool Director.
Candidate For Director – Rob Catron
Rob and his wife, Sherry, joined the MVYC in 2005. Rob is co-founder and Managing Partner at Alcalde &
Fay – Virginia, LLC, a government and public affairs firm representing clients before Virginia state government. Rob is a former chief of staff for a member of Congress and has been involved in Virginia state government and politics for more than 20 years. He is a member of the Virginia Board of Health Professions.
Sherry runs the MVYC swim team and Rob ably assists her by coordinating an elite team of timers. Their kids, Sydney and
Ryan, are competent swimmers. At the club Rob can be seen power washing the pool deck, assisting the pool chairman
with pool duties, helping with clean-up days, and tinkering with the family boat, Constant Drifter. As an Army Reserve veteran, Rob especially enjoys working on the Wounded Warriors event.
Candidate For Director – Larry Ichter
Larry and his wife, Kathy, joined MVYC in March 2013. Larry grew up in Yacht Haven and his parents were
long time members of the Club. Larry’s father John served as Commodore for two years in the 1970’s. Larry
learned to sail at the Club in Penguin sailboats, sailed in the racing class and paddled canoes in the President’s
Cup races. After retiring from Fairfax County Government, Larry and Kathy built a new house in Yacht Haven, moving in this year. Since joining, Larry has been active in the membership, social and planning committees. Larry and
Kathy have a 22-foot sailboat and look forward to spending more time on the water and getting to know more members of
the Club.

Social Committee Update
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By Social Committee Co-Chair Christine Stavropoulos
MVYC kicked off the fall with a spectacular Octoberfest! A great big thank you goes out to Joanna and Tye Nagel
and their amazing committee. Octoberfest is an MVYC favorite every year and this year was no different. Good
food, good music and good friends make for a great party. Kudos go out to Joanna, Tye and their entire committee.
It’s been a while, but it’s back……..to satisfy your bivalve mollusks cravings! Russell Poe is hosting Poysterfest! For
the low cost of $10 per person, you will have two dozen oysters -- guaranteed – with all the extras you can eat once
all members are served! We will have oyster shooters, hot dogs, beer and bottled water. Be sure to bring your favorite sauce, sides and beverage at down to the Point at 1:00 pm on Saturday, November 1st.
Speaking of the first day of November -- if you haven’t sent your RSVP for the Commodore’s Ball, they are due
November 1st. This year’s Commodore’s Ball will take place on Saturday, November 8, 2014 from 6 p.m. – midnight at the Mount Vernon Country Club. This is Mount Vernon Yacht Club’s most elegant event. The ball begins
with a cocktail hour and appetizers at 6 p.m. Our photographer will take pictures of the guests as they arrive. The
Commodore’s Ball is a black tie optional party – it provides the opportunity to dress up in formal attire, if you choose,
but it is not mandatory. The Mount Vernon County Club will serve us salad, surf and turf, veggies and a delicious
dessert beginning at 7 p.m.
We have a lot of great events in December – our Adult Holiday Party, hosted by Revae Moran will be held on Saturday, December 13th at 6:00 pm. We will be providing a ham and turkey. Please bring an appetizer, side dish or dessert to share. We are looking for volunteers, particularly to help with set-up at 5:00 pm.
On Sunday, December 14th, we will have our Children’s Holiday Party. This year we are partnering with Children’s
National Medical Center to raise money and donate toys and games for Children’s Doctor Bear’s Closet. Our
MVYC kids will be making holiday cards for the patients at Children’s National Medical Center and Santa Claus will
be there to collect the cards and donations.
Our next meeting will be Thursday, November 20th at 7:30 pm and we hope to continue seeing new faces there.
Our goal is to serve every member of the club by hosting a series of diverse events that cover all types of interest,
while trying to accommodate the diversity of our membership.

The Committee is looking for folks to host TGIFs. There is very little work involved in hosting a TGIF-- bring
some appetizers, set up a few tables, clean up afterwards and everyone who attends brings a dish to share.
Have a great idea for a social event? Contact Social Chairs Gene or Christine at social@mountvernonyachtclub.com
Thanks to all who support our social activities – we can't do it without you.

Get Ready for Poysterfest 2014!
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By Gene Diotalevi, Social Committee Co-Chair
It’s been a while, but it’s back to satisfy your
bivalve molluscs cravings!
What:: Oysters (two dozen guaranteed –with all the extras you can eat once all members are served)!
Oyster shooters
Hot Dogs
Beer and bottled water
Bring: your favorite sauce, sides and beverage.
Cost: $10.00
Date: Saturday, November 1st
Time: 1PM until……
Location: The Point
RSVP: mvycoyster@gmail.com

Holiday Parties
By Gene Diatalevi, Social Committee Co-Chair
Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 14 for the MVYC Children’s Holiday Party! This year, MVYC is partnering
with Children’s National Medical Center to raise money and donate items for Children’s Doctor Bear’s Closet. MVYC kids
will be making holiday cards for children who are patients at Children’s National Medical Center at the holiday party, and
Santa Claus will be there to collect the cards and donations.

Parents, this year we are considering holding a full holiday dinner for the kids with turkey, mashed potatoes, stuffing and all
the trimmings, followed by a showing of a holiday movie. Please let us know if you are interested in the holiday dinner and
movie, or if you would prefer the holiday party just have snacks and treats for the kids. Also, please let us know if you
would like to volunteer to help Peyton Lawrimore and Gene Diotalevi with the event. Responses can be sent to
mvyckids@gmail.com.

Even if you don’t have kids, the MVYC Social Committee will also be collecting donations for Children’s National Medical
Center at the Adult Holiday Party on December 13, 2014. New, unwrapped toys, games and books or cash donations are
accepted at both parties. For a full list of items most needed by Children’s Doctor Bear’s Closet, please email
mvyckids@gmail.com.
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Power Fleet News
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By Chris Bazel, Power Fleet Captain
Once again the Fleet has powered thru another fun year of celebratory events. We held the last
one this past month in Old Town Alexandria. Not a far journey up river but one I honestly always enjoy. Twelve vessels from the club cruised up to the city docks and enjoyed a fabulous
autumnal weekend. This event can be a challenge to schedule and I would like to commend Roger
Fuller and Gene Diotalevi for once again taking the lead and doing a terrific job. Saturday’s happy
hour gathering was bountiful and breezy. But nothing can warm the soul like gathering with
friends on the water to celebrate and remind us why we love boating so much.

Saturday’s strong and gusty winds settled down a bit overnight but had many of us concerned about
our travels back. So fate led many a captain and crew up the King St - instead of the Dogue Creek - for
a festive afternoon watching a raucous Redskins win, one long overdue. Our patience was also rewarded by the fact that the tide had slowly risen and so we all headed south for the return.
Soon the boats will go into hibernation, what a great time for the fleet to put their imagination into
overdrive…next season will be here before you know it. I would like to thank all the volunteers who
helped make 2014 a success, looking forward to the planning meeting early next year and the opportunity to set course for an even better 2015.
Page 9 photo credits to Chris Bazel.

Note: Calendar information may change after Beacon is printed.
Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details.

November 2014
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1

POEYSTERFEST
2

3

4

5

6 Garden
7 TGIF
Club; Membership Mtg

8 Commodore’s Ball

9

10

11

12

13

14 TGIF

15 Wine
Tasting

16

17 MVYC
Board Mtg

18

19

20 Coast
Guard Mtg

21 TGIF

22

23

24

25

26

27

28 TGIF

29

30

Note: Calendar information may change after Beacon is printed.
Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details.
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December 2014
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4Garden
Club;
Membership Mtg

5 TGIF

6 Clubhouse
Rental; Old
Town Parade
of Lights

7

8

9

10

11

12 TGIF

13 MVYC
Adult Holiday Party

14 MVYC
Childrens
Party

15 MVYC
Board Mtg

16

17

18 Coast
Guard Mtg

19 TGIF

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
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