
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

As fall turns into winter, fear not as I’m told that the days indeed will begin to get longer.  I’ll believe it 

when I can see outside after 4:30PM without a flashlight again.  This time of year we turn our attention to 

the Holidays and family and friends.  As we look forward to the next year we also look back at the year just 

passed.  For Kim and me we don’t have to look far backwards to find some nice things to reflect upon.  As 

I write this article we are celebrating day two as freshly minted Grandparents!  So rather than have to worry 

about how to kill the time until pool and boating seasons arrive I think we’ll have our hands full.  Since we live closer to our 

kid’s hospital of choice than they do, the whole gang has descended upon Casa de Donock for the foreseeable future – in-

cluding their dog who is having a tough time deciding what those “other” four legged things are running around our house.  

More on all that at a TGIF. 

MVYC has a great year to reflect upon.  Our membership numbers are strong and the new members we have gained over the 

last year are already taking their places in the Club’s future.  I’ve never seen so many members of a “rookie” class get so in-

volved as quickly as I have lately.  We’re thrilled to see the participation.  As I said at the Commodore’s Ball, this Club can 

only succeed with the participation of everyone and these newest members are prime examples of that fact.  We also saw a 

resurgence of participation in TGIF parties and impromptu gatherings both at the Club and on the river.  This is what we’re 

all about – fellowship.  We’re also supporting Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association (PRYCA) events and other events in 

the area.  MVYC won the PRYCA Cup again in 2014 and we’re already planning our strategy to keep the cup where it be-

longs after this year’s Float-In in July.  We also had three boats participate in the Holiday Boat Parade of Lights that passed 

through Old Town Alexandria and the Washington, DC waterfront in December.  MVYC was represented in the Winner’s 

Circle by the Henderson/Davis boat, Jackie A, who braved the rain and cold to win the “Most Patriotic” award!  Mike Hol-

land and his crew aboard After Hours and Jim Walton and his crew on SS Sea Ya also braved the weather and brought home 

some monetary souvenirs for their efforts as well.  Thanks to Bill Gard, who braved not only the weather but a nasty bout of 

the flu, to play an important role in the planning and execution of the entire Parade event.  The annual Adult and Children’s 

Holiday Parties were a hit, too.  The committees did a wonderful job and not only did everyone have a great time, you bright-

ened the days of patients at Children’s Hospital National Medical Center with a generous supply of toys.  Even MVYC’s stal-

wart crew of bartenders at the Adult Holiday Party joined in the spirit by donating all their “tips” to the cause.  Thanks to all! 

By now you’ve received the annual budget mailing and we hope that you are able to attend the meeting on January 8 th where 

you will vote on the budget.  We are entering 2015 in pretty good shape and we’re hoping to take care of some things to keep 

MVYC looking good and to keep the infrastructure solid.  We’re going to install a new flagpole on the Point which is not just 

a cosmetic improvement but a true safety issue.  For the past few years each time we do the annual maintenance prior to 

Commissioning Day we have crossed our fingers that the current pole will survive another season.  We’re fairly certain that 

most of the support is from the many coats of paint!  Speaking of paint, we’re going to give the main level of the Clubhouse a 

fresh coat as well as do some needed ceiling repairs.  You’ll hear more of the specifics of our plans at the January meeting.   

Don’t believe it when people tell you Yacht Clubs are just for the summer months.  We continue to prove that MVYC is a 

club for all seasons.  So, pull on a sweater and come and show Old Man Winter he’s got nothing on us!  See you soon. 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 
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PRYCA Update 

 

By Dan O’Keefe 

Come celebrate the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association 
2015 Change of Watch Weekend January 16th-17th in  

Old Town Alexandria. 
 
 

Start the festivities with the PRYCA “Crawl up King 
Street” at 1900 Friday the 16th.  Meet at ODBC and start 
partying!!!! Please be sure to bring a Yacht Club I.D. and 

sign the gust book when you get there.  
 
 

Saturday’s activities are at the  
Crown Plaza Old Town Alexandria. 

 
Hospitality Suite Open: 1700 – 1745 (and again after the 
dance)  
Photographer: 1700 - 1845  
Cocktails: 1800  
Dinner: 1900  
Change of Watch Ceremony: 2000  
Dancing to follow with the Pedestrians 

 
  

To make this a weekend to remember, A block of rooms 
for Friday & Saturday, January 16th &17th have been re-

served at the per room rate of $99.00 (plus taxes) per night 
until 30 December 2014.  

 
Details are available on the online MVYC calendar or con-

tact Dan OKeefe at danokeefe711@msn.com or  
703 727-6781. 

12/13/14 Adult Holiday Party  
Submitted by Revae Moran 

The date isn’t hard to remember, but members who attended MVYC’s 

Adult Holiday Party will remember it fondly for a long time because of the 

wonderful party held that Saturday. There was a lot of great food, wine, 

good company, and good cheer!  The evening started with Commodore 

Steve Donock introducing the Madrigal Singers from Mount Vernon High School. Led by Judi Belzer, the Choir Director, 

they gave a charming performance and finished by leading us all in singing a few Christmas carols.  Dinner was delicious! 

MVYC members contributed many tasty dishes (obviously many of our members are great cooks), followed by an abundance 

of fantastic desserts.  We also collected a lot of toys and $$ to add to the donations for The Children’s National Medical Cen-

ter collected by the members who organized this year’s Children’s Holiday Party.  Many thanks from Revae Moran, Commit-

tee Chair, to the members of her wonderful committee: Linda and Fred Brown, Angie and Dave Miskimens, Christine and 

Alexi Stavropoulus, and Anthony Moran, and to helpers Lauren Bazel and Larry Ichter. 

mailto:danokeefe711@msn.com
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Power Fleet News 
By Chris Bazel 

Happy New Year!  The theme for 2015 will be TEAMWORK!   Matt Flesch has kindly agreed to be my Co-Captain for this 

year’s Power Fleet festivities.   Our plan is to have each event hosted by a seasoned veteran along with a newer member.  

This will allow us to involve more people in the process and lessen the work load for all. Remember… More Members = 

More Fun!   

Please join us on Monday January 12th  at 7:30 pm for the organizational meeting so we can discuss this year’s schedule and 

gather all your great input on how to make this a stellar season. 

Here is a quick breakdown on our first two months to get you motivated: 

Our kickoff event will be the annual Frostbite BBQ on Saturday January 24th.  Right now we are planning on having actual 

BBQ! -Smoked ribs, brisket and pork- should be a very tasty time. Keep an eye out for more info in upcoming emails. Price 

should be around $10 per person. All are invited to participate. 

The second event will be the Overland Cruise to Tim’s Rivershore Restaurant on February 21st  .  Always a nice mid-winter 

way to shake off the chill and gather with your fellow members to either relive last year’s memories or plan for this year.   

Carpooling is encouraged and feel free to contact me or Matt if you have any questions or need directions.    

Once again, please get on board for a terrific year of fun and sun around the marina and on the water. 

Social Update 
Gene Diotalevi, Social Co-Chair 

 
I've been hosting various parties at MVYC for over a decade now, my favorites have always 
been the "Point" parties, as they seem to best represent the membership in total.  However, 
this month, Peyton and I hosted the MVYC Children's Christmas Party, and it was a great 
event.  It was also a first, as we tied in a benefit opportunity to support Children's National 
Medical Center. Not only did we have a club house full of families to see Santa and enjoy a 
beautiful day together, but the entire club showed up with approximately 50 unwrapped 
gifts and cash to donate to Children's National Hospital.  I was truly inspired to see how 
many MVYC families donated to such a worthy cause.  Peyton delivered the MVYC bounty 
to Children's National last week and was greeted with a "great sense of warmth and grati-
tude."  Through the support of 
MVYC, many children who otherwise 
would not, will wake up to a Christmas 
gift on the morning of the 25th.  So, I 
say thank you, to all those who attend-
ed and donated gifts.  And in no par-
ticular order, a big thank you to those 

who supported us in making this event happen: Jim Fahey and Traci 
Newcomb, Julian and Janet Fincher, Christine and Alexi Stavropoulos, 
Anthony and Revae Moran, Mike Holland, Jim Borches and of course 
Santa, Mr. Russell Poe.  If I forgot anybody, I apologize in advance and 
very much want you to know we appreciate all you did to help!  On a 
final note, as Social gears up to bring you another great years of events, 
please consider sponsoring a party; we absolutely need a sponsor for 
the Children's Christmas party for 2015! 
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Social Update 
By Christine Stavropoulos, Social Co-Chair (Christmas Party photos courtesy of Chris Bazel) 

       What an amazing holiday season we’ve had at MVYC!  We kicked off the season in style on December 13th with the 
Adult Christmas Party hosted by Revae Moran.  Revae and her team put together beautiful table decorations, thought of 
every detail and worked hard to give us a beautiful party.  After cocktails and hors d'oeuvres, the Mount Vernon High 
School Madrigals sang for us and ultimately led us to “sing for our supper.”  The social committee provided wine, hams and 
turkey breasts and our members brought us their best holiday dishes.  Dinner was delicious.  Thank you to those who con-
tributed to the Children’s National Medical Center.  Our biggest thanks goes to Revae and Anthony Moran, Angie and Da-
vid Miskimens, Linda and Fred Brown for your hard work -- everyone had a lovely time. 

Sunday brought the annual Children’s Christmas Party.  This year we partnered with Children’s National Medical Center.  
Our members and their children brought gifts for the patients at Children’s.  I am proud to say that our membership took 
this partnership to heart and gave very generously.  Thank you to all.   

When the kids arrived at the party Sunday afternoon, one by one they went downstairs and made a present for their family – 
their handprint on a plate commemorating the season.  They then went back upstairs and made cards and decorated a mural 
for Children’s National.   

And then it happened….Santa arrived – and by water!  The kids were so happy.  Santa’s helpers, Kat and Ella made sure 
they each had their turn, sitting and talking with Santa and getting a little gift from him.  The kids then settled down with 
their new toys – a bite to eat and watched Rudolph and Frosty.   

Thank you to Gene Diotalevi and Peyton Lawrimore and their amazing band of elves for their hard work to make this a 
special Christmas for a lot of children.    

We are looking forward to starting the New Year with a bang – or at least a brunch on New Year’s Day at 12:00 noon.  
Bring your New Year’s Eve leftovers or a dish to share.  The Social Committee will provide the OJ and the analgesics to 
take care of what ails you!  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

 

 
 

House Update 
By House Gal Amy Walker 

Thanks to Pat for leading me through the idiosyncrasies of the house. Very much appreciated! He is a wealth of knowledge 

and I have very big shoes to fill.. We are slated to get a few projects done. The Bar ceiling and trim and some outside siding 

by the chemical room which involves some decking restructuring. More Importantly, we hope by the time you read this, the 

women’s toilet downstairs will be a non-issue! Please let me know if you find an issue with the house. I would rather find 

out about it sooner rather than later.   



2014 Parade of Lights 
P A G E  5  

Submitted by Bill Gard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2014 Parade of Lights was a great success despite the rainy weather and despite the arrival of a massive “Death Star” 
Barge* that positioned itself in front of the Alexandria Judges’ boat, the Miss Mallory, just three hours before the parade 
of lighted boats was scheduled to pass by.  Quick thinking on the part of Potomac Riverboat Cruises’ leadership reposi-
tioned the Miss Mallory to the starboard bow of the barge and tied her off just in time for the parade of lighted boats to 
pass by the Judges’ station.  

But let's back up a bit.  For weeks prior to the Parade volunteers worked on the Parade of Lights committee to plan the 
annual Captains Party and safety meeting as well as the parade itself.  The Captains Party was held at Old Dominion 
Boat Club on Thursday, December 4, and 30 of 35 registered boat captains attended and most of them brought crew 
members as well as family members.  About 100 people attended and plenty of food was supplied by several local res-
taurants The Old Dominion Boat Club provided beer and wine and local Alexandria  businesses donated generously 
to the Gift Bags handed out to the Captains who attended the party. Everyone had a great time thanks to our volun-
teers and Old Dominion Boat Club Club management staff. 

*Scuttlebutt has it that the several-hundred foot long, two-story barge was the City of Alexandria’s cleverly placed last-
minute entry into the Parade of Lights.  “We tried not to be too obvious” one city official said.   

On to the parade itself. On Saturday evening, December 6, once the barge problem was circumvented, the Parade 
went off without a hitch. MVYC was represented by Captain Mike Holland and a lively crew who came up river on "After 
Hours" and they were joined by Captain Jim Walton and crew on "SS Sea Ya" and Captain Anthony Henderson and his 
crew on "Patty-A",  They processed in with about thirty other boats traveling south down the Potomac River and passed 
by the Alexandria City Docks to the Wilson Bridge where they all turned north and proceeded to the Washington Chan-
nel.  The Alexandria Parade Judges, a team composed of Mount Vernon Yacht Club Commodore, Steve Do-
nock, ODBC Governor Dee Beresford, Alexandria’s Vice-Mayor Allison Silverberg, and  Alexandria Economic De-
velopment Partnership Director Stephanie Landrum, selected the following winners:  

Best of Alexandria Show   - Stimulus Package    Captain Greg Drenter 

Best Powerboat – Next Step Up   Captain Scott Akers   

Best Sailboat- Citizen Kane Captain Gerard Kane 

Best Spirit of America – Patty-A   Captain Anthony Henderson (Mount Vernon Yacht Club) 
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Most Spirited Crew – Ragin Cajun Captain Eric Hotard 

Best Theme – Honey Captain Quentin Borges 

Thinking Outside the Christmas Box  - Act of Grace Captain Walter Weiss 

Hardiest Soul –Hiatus Captain Jonathan Thron 

Best Try  - Anamchara   Captain Steve Preda 

Most Animated – Sojourner Captain Mikhael Schlossman 

Honorable Mention –  Cyganka Captain Daniel Parilla 

  

All prizes were awarded in Washington DC at the Parade “After Party”, and again, a good time was had by all.   



 

Note:  Calendar and event information often changes after Beacon is printed.   

Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 
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Membership Mtg 
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2TGIF 3 

4 5 6 7 8Membership 

Mtg 
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