
By Steve Donock, Commodore    

As I sit here writing my first Bosun’s Whistle article I’m waiting for my fingers to thaw.  I just 
came back from working on the boat which had icicles on the swim platform – and it’s only late 
November!  I’m happy to say it was a much warmer atmosphere at the Commodore’s Ball.  
Thanks to all who came out to help bring in the 2015 Board.  A special thanks to Christine Stav-
ropoulos and her committee for putting on a wonderful event!  Marianne Ketels kept us all in line 

as emcee and the food and fellowship were great. We kept the dance floor full and the DJ busy right up until 
the lights came up at midnight. 

I can’t go any further without thanking our Immediate Past Commodore, Jerry Gray, for his work not only the 
last two years as Commodore, but for the several before that as he moved up the ladder.  Jerry has worked very 
hard for us – he’s also shown he knows his way around a grill at many events on the Point – and I thank him 
for leaving this Board with a Club that is in very good shape.  Thanks, Jerry! 

To steal some words from one of the great philosophers of our time, Jimmy Buffett, while he was introducing a 
new version of one of his old songs, “We’ve got some new sails this time around”.  While Bear Baker and Holly 
Evans leave the Board with our sincere thanks we welcome Rob Catron, Larry Ichter and Amy Walker as new 
Directors.  The rest of last year’s Board remains with a little shuffling of the existing “sails”.  Lauren Bazel 
moves from Secretary to Rear Commodore, Pat McCarthy moves from Director to Secretary, Dan O’Keefe has 
moved from Membership to Treasurer and Alexi Stavropoulos is now our Vice Commodore.  I really do feel 
we have a great crew to work for you all and we are looking forward to a great year in 2015. 

(Bosun’s Whistle is continued on page 2.) 

Adjacent photo of Past Commo-
dore Jerry Grey and his Board at 
the Commodore’s Ball, and below 
photo of Ball MC Marianne 
Ketels courtesy of Chris Bazel.  
For more details on the Commo-
dore’s Ball please see page 5. 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 

 
D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 4  W W W . M V Y C . N E T  



 

 

The Beacon 
Published monthly by 

The Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

4817 Tarpon Lane 

Alexandria, VA 22309 

 

Commodore:  Steve Donock 

Beacon Editor:  Trish Enright 

Photographer:  Russell Poe (unless otherwise noted) 

Circulation:  Delong Litho 

 

All Club members may submit articles, letters and notices 

about MVYC affairs for editorial review and possible publi-

cation.  All submissions may be edited.  Submissions due by 

the 20th of each month to:  Beacon@MVYC.net 

 

Copyright 2014– Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

All Rights Reserved 

Cover artwork by Dan Cannavaro 

Bosun’s Whistle (continued) 

BRIDGE AT MVYC?   
Are you a bridge player  

&  
want to play here at MVYC?   

 
Or would you like to learn bridge?   

Contact Susan Schultz at 703-830-1380 or SDSchul@AOL.com. 

By Steve Donock, Commodore 

(continued from page 1)  I don’t come to this job with any 
specific agenda since we are in such good shape.  MVYC 
was built, and continues to survive and grow, by the mem-
bers.   

 

Of course there are things we’ll need to address as the infra-
structure continues to “mature”.  Even our house isn’t a kid 
anymore, it has become a teenager.  We’ll be taking a close 
look at everything and will try our best to fit needed work 
into the 2015 budget.   

 

We have succeeded, and can only continue to succeed, with 
the work of our members.  We are a prime example of an 
organization run by dedicated volunteers.  With the excep-
tion of the pool, house cleaning and lawn maintenance con-
tracts, the bulk of the work is performed by us, the mem-
bers.  We have a lot of talent in this Club and we are always 
looking for more.   

 

When you get your membership package in January please 
look over the list and volunteer for something you’re inter-
ested in doing – or even something you’d like to learn 
about.  Some members called during the year to ask what 
skills were required to help with the marina and the house.  
The recent wine gathering that Jayne Prescott worked on is 
a good example of someone having an idea, finding some 
interested folks, and running with it.  I’m here to tell you 
that all that is required is the desire to participate.  The 
Committee Chairs will regularly communicate with the folks 
who express interest and supply the rest of the tools for 
you.  That is our commitment to you. 

 

Organizations, just like people, go through changes as they 
grow.  MVYC is no different.  We have become the “place 
we want to be” for many reasons – a terrific Clubhouse for 
gatherings, a pool to relax in and around and a marina with 
a view that can’t be beat.  We also understand that it’s very 
hard to be all things for all members so we’re going to be 
working hard to find the right balance for everyone.  As a 
first step, elsewhere in this issue of The Beacon you’ll see an 
article from the Social Committee.  I fully support their ef-
forts and ask you to let us know your thoughts on not only 
our TGIF parties, but other events you’d like to see – and 
better yet – work on.  Fellowship is a hallmark of our 
MVYC family and I’m looking forward to seeing us contin-
ue as the “place we want to be”.  With everyone’s help I 
know we can. 

 

Tree Trimming TGIF Friday Dec 12th 

Help trim MVYC’s Christmas Tree 

Bring a dish to share 

7:00pm—fun starts   8:00pm potluck 

mailto:SDSchul@AOL.com
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Meet the new MVYC Board! 

Title Name 
Responsibility 

     Commodore 

Steve Donock 
  

      Vice Commodore Alexi Stavropoulos 
  

   Rear  Commodore 

Lauren Bazel 
  

     Treasurer 

Dan O’Keefe 
  

Secretary 

Patrick McCarthy 
  

Director Amy Walker 
House 

Director Larry Ichter 
Membership 

Director Jeff Kirkland Security 

Director Mike Phelps Marina Co-Chairman 

Director Rob Catron 
Pool 

Director Terry Stott Grounds 

Immediate Past Commodore Jerry Gray 
  

Social Committee Christine Stavropoulos, Gene Diotalevi 
Co-Chairman 

Swim Team Sherry Catron 
Manager 

CBYCA Delegate Jerry Nissley 
Delegate 

Beacon Trish Enright 
Editor 

Communications Gene Diotalevi  
Communications 

Power Fleet Chris Bazel  
Captain 

Sail Fleet Greg Rehe 
Captain 
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Fix a Door...One Closes, Another Opens 

By House Guy Pat McCarthy 

       A perennial joke exchanged among those of us who came of age in the 60’s was patterned after DuPont’s “Better Liv-
ing Thru Chemistry” commercials.  I won’t recount some “adventures” from those days…suffice it to say you had to be 
there to appreciate it.  Around the Clubhouse chemicals are a needed addition to maintaining a clean usable swimming pool 
and that means we need to have a place to store pool chemicals.  There is a special block constructed store room with large 
vats of chlorinating chemicals needed to keep the pool clean and sanitary.  For the second time since the Clubhouse was 
rebuilt the wooden door and doorway needed to keep this area safe and secure has deteriorated such that it no longer per-
forms as required.  Some have postulated that escaping vapors from the chemicals had a tendency to damage these wooden 
materials.  I suspect they rotted due to water damage leaking from the decking above and passing between the block wall 
and the siding attached to the outside.  Regardless the cause, it was time to replace them.  To preclude or at least retard fu-
ture rot of these parts, I used pressure treated wood to shim the door to the block opening, installed a fiberglass door and 
composite frame, and trimmed it out with PVC.  It should last many years.   
     Other repairs this month included: replacing an emergency light back up battery that died; replacing a toilet handle, rod, 
and flapper chain which failed; winterizing the poolside water fountain; and adjusting the bracket supporting the float switch 
on the main sump pump to stop it from sticking in the “on” position. 
     After a busy two and a quarter years performing the “House Guy” duties it’s now time to move to another position in 
the Club.  Without mentioning names I would like to thank the many Club members who have generously given of their 
time and talents to help me with many repair and installation projects over that time.  It’s important to remember that ours 
is a volunteer Club and the volunteer spirit of its many members is part of what makes us a unique and affordable water ac-
cessible social and boating Club.  I hope that those who assisted me will continue to assist the new “House Gal”, Amy 
Walker, as she assumes responsibility for keeping the Clubhouse in tiptop shape.  Amy, I’m still around so don’t hesitate to 
call if you need help to decipher the myriad plumbing pipes, electrical circuits, or any other confusing or difficult project or 
repair you may run into. 
     Once again, thanks to all and please welcome Amy to the job. 

MVYC Wine Lovers World Tour Event 

From Jayne Prescott, Photo courtesy of Valerie Carney 

The MVYC Wine Lovers took us on a trip around the world, tasting wine on Saturday, November 

15.  More than 50 guests were treated to six wines, two ports and a savory buffet of cheeses, fruit 

and snacks. This is the third wine tasting organized by the Wine Lovers.  

The guests were welcomed at the door, by Fred Brown with a glass for the tasting. The tables were arranged to begin with white, lighter 

wines to reds and finally the Port. The tasting began with an Australian Chardonnay poured by Terry and Cathy Stott. Then tasters 

moved on to a German Riesling and the first red selection, a Mosul, offered by Joanne Binette.  The second red, an Italian Barolo, was 

chosen and expertly poured by Petra Maruca who also chose the food and beautifully arranged it on the buffet table. Gail Mlinarchik 

poured a Chilean Carmenérѐ  at the next stop and she also crafted the wine labels for each table, created with country flags and a cork.  

Barb Baker featured an unusual French Malbec, for the fifth wine. The final wine was a Pinotage, a wine unique to South Africa, poured 

by Jayne Prescott.   

For dessert Linda Brown offered a choice of a 2008 or 2009 Port complete with dark chocolate. Not surprisingly the Port was the fa-

vorite selection of all the guests. Following the tasting, guests lingered over a glass of wine, poured in the bar by Trish and Terry En-

right, from a wonderful assortment of wine chosen by Joanne Binette.  Behind the scenes, Michael Prescott made sure each of the pour-

ers wine supply was decanted and no one ran low and he provided the classic, jazz background music.  Dan O’Keefe led the clean-up to 

make sure the club was ship shape for the next event.  

The Wine Lovers Team for this event deserves a big thank you for sharing their love of the grape with all the members of MVYC:  

Jayne and Michael Prescott, Cathy and Terry Stott, Petra Maruca and Gerry Gray, Joanne and John Binette, Karen and Bill Gard, Linda 

and Fred Brown, Trish and Terry Enright, Gail Mlinarchik, Dan O’Keefe and Barb Baker. 



Commodore’s Ball 
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By Christine Stavropoulos, Social Committee Co-Chair 
Photos courtesy of Chris Bazel and Bill Gard 

Hope you were among the 95 attendees at the 58th Annual Commodore’s Ball on Saturday, November 8, 2013.  It 
was an evening full of delicious food, lots of laughs and great music to celebrate another fantastic year for MVYC.   

The evening started at 6 pm at the Mount Vernon Country Club.  The country club offered butlered hors d’oeuvres 
as the guests arrived and they had their pictures taken by our photographs from Mount Vernon High School, Gin-
ny Boehm and her able assistant.   

When the guests took their seats at beautifully decorated tables, they were witness to a historical moment for the 
Mount Vernon Yacht Club.  Marianne Ketels broke the “isinglass” ceiling by being our first female emcee!  
Dan O’Keefe gave our invocation and we dined on baby spinach salad, filet mignon and crab cakes, 
served with twice-baked potatoes, brussels sprouts and a delicious chocolate cheesecake dome.  Dinner 
was enjoyed by all.   

After our delicious dinner, Marianne Ketels introduced our newest members in attendance:  Dale & Kim 
Andrade, Terry & Trish Enright, Philip Douffas & Susan Schultz.  David Donock lowered the flags and 
Commodore Jerry Gray bid farewell to the outgoing board members who served our club so well, Holly 

Evans and Bear Baker.  David Donock raised the flags as Commodore then gave the oath to our incoming board:  
Steve Donock, Commodore, Alexi Stavropoulos, Vice Commodore, Lauren Bazel, Rear Commodore, Pat McCar-
thy, Secretary, Dan O’Keefe, Treasurer and Directors in attendance Terry Stott, Jeff Kirkland, Larry Ichter and 
Amy Walker.  The rest of the evening was spent socializing and dancing with music provided by Louis Calderon 
from Bristol Sounds.   

I would like to give very special thanks to the wonderful and hard-working ball committee:  Revae Moran, Diane 
Wilson, Chris Ruckman, Marge and Jerry Skelly, Harriet Singleton, Traci Newcomb, Peyton Lawrimore, Susan 
Schultz and Marianne Ketels.  I would like to give a very special thanks to Angie Miskimens for her continuing 
work as Consigliere to the Ball Chair! 

 

 

 

Membership Update 

Submitted by Larry Ichter, Membership Chair 

As I assume the duties of the membership Chair, I want to express my thanks to Dan O’Keefe for all his hard work and 
efforts in this role for the past two years.  Membership has increased each year under Dan’s watch.  As of this writing, we 
are rapidly approaching our limit of 230 members in the Club.  One family has just been approved for membership and we 
are scheduling interviews with another.  If successful, these additions will bring us to 229 members.  At the start of each new 
membership year, we typically have a few members resign for various reasons such as moving away, selling their boat, de-
creased usage, etc.  Therefore, we anticipate that we will have more space for new members next year, and I encourage cur-
rent members to recruit prospective members.  Of course, any property owners of the original Yacht Haven subdivision lots 
can always be added and are not subject to the 230 membership limit. 



Letter to the Beacon Editor 
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By an MVYC Member who requested anonymity 

Dear MVYC Family: 
 
I am writing to express my serious concerns about the lack of interest in events and volunteerism at MVYC.  When my fam-
ily joined the club in June 2009, we were very excited to have a place to spend quality time with our friends and on our boat, 
and we’ve attended numerous events that club members hosted.  Unfortunately, over the past couple of years, I have no-
ticed that many of the events that the entire club enjoys are being planned and hosted by a smaller and smaller group of core 
volunteers.   
 
When we were interviewed to join MVYC, it was made very clear to us that the club is 100% volunteer-driven, from the 
dock repair to the children’s holiday party.  I’ve attended, and continue to attend social committee planning meetings, and 
attendance at these meetings is getting smaller and smaller.  For example, the children’s holiday party planning meeting in 
November only had 8 members in attendance, including the two social committee co-chairs – a very sad showing of interest!  
While I appreciate the efforts of this same core group of people who are planning and hosting our social events, they and I 
will no longer be interested in attending or planning a “children’s party” when our children get older.  
 
Many MVYC members bring their children to the pool during the summer and enjoy the marina and the events planned for 
children, so I have to ask:  why are more families not helping out?  And this lack of volunteerism isn’t exclusive to children’s 
events – the adult parties are having the same issues.  So, please fellow MVYC members:  volunteer!  The more people vol-
unteer, the easier the parties are to host.  I hope this will be a wake-up call to everyone who assumes someone else will do it.  
We all need to pitch in and volunteer.   

Around the Docks 
By Steve Donock, Marina Co-Chair 
As I write my last article in my role as a Marina Chair I look back on a pretty good year for the marina.  The last time I worked on the 
marina we had a hurricane to deal with.  Fortunately, the last two years have brought only a handful of tides that found their way into 
the parking lot!  We had good support from slip holders letting us know when things needed attention and we had plenty of help when 
calls went out. 
 
The marina has been winterized – and with only about six hours to spare!  Who knew we’d have a freeze in the first half of November?  
A huge thanks to Ricky Mullins for bringing the compressor down on short notice and to Mike Holland and Dan O’Keefe who an-
swered the last minute call for help.  If you need water the field valves (those pipes coming out of the ground with the funny handles in 
case you’re wondering) at the head of each dock are still available for use.  If your boat is on outer W dock, the closest one is by the fire 
pit. 
 
As everyone prepares their boat for the winter (most will have by the time this is published) one note on the Club’s pump out machine.  
If you’re going to use it please, please, please check to make sure the porta-potty has room before you start.  Also, make sure to flush 
the pump out with clean water before storing the unit.  It’s likely that most of you won’t need the pump out until next season so if 
you’re not familiar with how it works drop a note to marina@mvyc.net and we’ll make sure to schedule some time to show you how 
to use it properly.  Enough said on that, er, unpleasant chore for now…… 
 
If your boat is staying in the water please make sure to prepare it properly for the nasty northwest winds we tend to get at the Club.  
This is not the time of year to say “I’ll replace the lines next season”.  You may even consider doubling up lines if you won’t be able to 
check your boat frequently.  The wood used on our docks isn’t called hardwood for nothing.  We don’t want to see either boats or 
docks hurt. 
 
I have to thank Mike Phelps for the great job he’d done with the gas dock.  He and his volunteers kept the fuel flowing all season and 
even into mid-November for those last minute top offs.  I would like to ask more people to step up and help with the fuel dock during 
the season.  Mike had to scramble a couple times late in the season to make sure we had coverage and thanks to those who stepped up 
quickly!  Working the gas dock is actually a lot of fun.  You get to visit with boaters you may only see once in a while as you pass each 
other on the river.  So please sign up when the call for help goes out next season. 
 
Finally, thanks for all the help and keep that help coming for the next crew!  Let’s hope the winter is milder (and shorter) than predicted!  
See you on the docks as soon as they thaw. 

mailto:marina@mvyc.net


CBYCA - Membership Meeting, Bush River YC  
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By Jerry Niss, CBYCA Representative 

 

Will your boat electrocute you? How about the dock you plug in-
to? Both are real, often undetected dangers. 
 
Guest speaker, Captain John McDevit presented a mini seminar on 
detection and prevention of electrical shock from the boat, dock, and 
marina. Seminar focused on GFCI hookups for dock pedestals and 
the sure-power cords; emphasizing the importance that all AC lines 
need to be grounded. Although not yet required by law, GFCI 
interrupters need to be on dock power pedestals and on all boats 
docked in the marina to prevent electrical currents from transmitting 
into the water surrounding the boat and dock. You all may recall the 
young swimmers that died a few years ago in the Woodbridge area, 
from electricity transmitted into the water from an ungrounded boat. 
 

Statistically, electrical shock drowning is caused primarily by electrical faults on the boat. National Fire Protection Agency 
(NFPA) regulation 70, section 555.3 enumerates safety regulations that pertain to marinas in general. 
 
Equipment Leakage Circuit Interrupter (ELCI) devices can be installed on your boat that shut down power on the entire 
boat when faults occur. Marinas need to take a strong, proactive approach to preventing electrical shock drowning that in-
clude posting signage that prohibits swimming in areas where boats are plugged in (the marina). 
 
Other easy to apply precautions can reduce electrical shock deaths, such as, do not share power cords (boat-to-boat or boat-
to-dock) that do not have grounds – think float-ins too. Every marina should have an electric unit analyzer or an amp meter to 
test power pedestals and boats. Galvanic isolators are readily available and are used to block low level current from entering 
your boat from other sources. Get one for your boat.  
 
Captain McDevit is available for hire to assess your boat and or an entire 
marina. 
John McDevit - 610-229-5619 
Jmcdevittcaptain@aol.com  
 
This CBYCA meeting also included the official change of watch ceremony. 
Commodore Tom Kenevan (left) assumed the bridge for outgoing Commo-
dore Tom Baker. A full list of CBYCA officers is available on their web page. 
 
Read more about CBYCA in the Chart Room Chatter: 
http://www.cbyca.org/Chartroom_Chatter.htm 
 
Check out the following link for the latest on the Renewable Fuel Standard: 
www.filluponfacts.com 

 

December Birthdays TGIF– Fri. Dec. 19th 

Help celebrate all the club members with Dec. birthdays 

Bring a dish to share 

7:00pm— fun starts       8:00pm— potluck dinner 

mailto:Jmcdevittcaptain@aol.com
http://www.cbyca.org/Chartroom_Chatter.htm
http://www.filluponfacts.com


Poysterfest 2014!   
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Photos courtesy of Chris Bazel and Russell Poe 
A hearty thank-you to Russell “Pokey” Poe and his crowd of stalwart volunteers who braved wind and cold to organize, set-

up, and serve delicious oysters, beer, hotdogs and more to 
a very large horde of hungry clubmembers.  What a great 
time!  Thanks to all! 

   

Social Committee Update 
By Gene Diatalevi, Social Committee Co-Chair  
As we all know, the MVYC TGIF has been traditionally an adult event sponsored by a volunteer host.  Over the past year 
or so, we have noted challenges with attendance and volunteerism, and we feel the traditional TGIF could use a  
refresh.  This is not a bad thing, it is just change; a change of interest and demographics within our Membership and com-
munity.  To this end, the Social Committee will be conducting a "TGIF pilot project" to determine if there is  
interest in family-oriented TGIFs (open to all).  If successful, these TGIFs could help us better cultivate a potential pool of 
volunteers for our regular family-friendly events such as Halloween, Christmas, and Easter, in addition to inspiring new 
ideas, activities and volunteers.  Starting the First Friday of February 2015, continuing through Friday, July 3, 2015, the first 
Friday of every month will be a family-friendly TGIF.  We will evaluate the project after the first six months to see if we 
have enough participation to continue, and if we have enough volunteer interest to continue with family-friendly events in  
general.  To move forward with this project, we will need six volunteers to host these TGIFs.  If we can't find the volun-
teers to host, the project will be scrapped, and we'll forced to amend the family-friendly events in 2015.  Our current 
"regular" volunteer resources are limited and quickly shrinking.  Please consider volunteering and help us keep the many 
traditional events on the calendar for years to come. 
 
Should you wish to host a family-friendly TGIF, please send an email to Social at:  social@mvyc.net and let us know what 
date is most desirable: 
 

February 6, 2015 
March 6, 2015 
April 3, 2015 
May 1, 2015 
June 5, 2015 
July 3, 2015 

mailto:social@mvyc.net
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Santa is coming to MVYC – by boat!!!!! 
Sunday, December 14th at 2:00 pm 

 
MVYC is proudly partnering with Children’s National Medical Center this year. 

   
MVYC children will be making crafts (a special keepsake to bring home),  

as well as cards for the patients who will be spending the holidays at  
Children’s National Medical Center. 

 
Santa will visit and give gifts to each of our children. 

 

   

 
After gifts, we will be serving ham and turkey with rolls.   

Please bring a kid-friendly appetizer or side dish. 

 
While the children eat, we will be showing  

Frosty the Snowman and Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 

 

     

 
We ask that you donate an unwrapped gift for the patients at Children’s National Medical Center 

Suggested donations include: 
  

Art and craft kits for all ages, including teenagers 
Comfortable clothing for all ages (especially pants with elastic waists) 

Infant toys (especially toys that light up or make noise), Lego sets for all ages, Plastic crib mobiles/soothers 
Small stuffed animals (under 18 inches), AA Batteries, Baby dolls, Barbies, Blankets, Board games 

Books (especially Spanish language), Bubbles, Crayons, coloring books, and word searches 
Gimp / lanyard, Matchbox cars, Stickers, Uno cards and regular playing cards 

 
Shhh … parents … drop off gifts for your child in the Crow’s Nest December 13, 2014.  

Gifts to be given out by Santa should be wrapped and labeled with your child’s first and last name.  
To volunteer, contact Christine Stavropoulos at 703-577-8854 or Gene Diotalevi at 202-215-4445. 



 

Note:  Calendar and event information may change after Beacon is printed.   

Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4Garden Club; 

Membership Mtg 

5TGIF 6Club Rental; 

DC Light Parade 

7 8 9 10 11 12TGIF– Tree 

Trimming 

13Adult 

Christmas Party 

14Kids 

Christmas Party 

15Board Mtg 16Club Rental 17 18Coast 

Guard Aux. Mtg 

19TGIF– Dec 

Birthdays 

20 

21 22 23 24 25 26TGIF 27Club Rental 

28 29 30 31    

December 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1Garden Club; 

Membership Mtg 

New YearBrunch  

2TGIF 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9TGIF 10 

11 12 13 14 15Coast 

Guard Aux. Mtg. 

16TGIF 17 

18 19Board Mtg. 20 21 22 23TGIF 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30TGIF 31 

January 2015 
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