
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

As we move into October our focus has moved from the pool and is moving away from the 
marina and we’re starting to move inside.  There’s still a good amount of great boating 
weather in the early fall so don’t move inside too quickly!  I’m writing this the day after a 
tremendous Oktoberfest.  This followed by one week our 10th Wounded Warrior event.  A 
special thanks to all who helped out on one or both of the events, especially Bill Gard and 

his Wounded Warrior volunteers and Mitchell Mutnick and the Oktoberfest crew.  Neither would have 
worked well if Ricky Mullins hadn’t done some last minute repairs to the big grill! 

October also brings the Nominating Committee report.  Immediate Past Commodore Jerry Gray led the 
group and his report was sent out to the membership and also appears in this issue of the Beacon.  Thanks 
to Jerry and his team for performing this very important function.  The three new Directors on the slate 
bring a mix of new members and not-so-new (at my age “old” is taking on a different meaning).  I think 
we’ve got another good group of folks to help us as we prepare for our 60th anniversary.  I’m also very 
pleased to see participation not only in our social events but with our calls for help around the property.  
The Wounded Warrior event had to be moved inside due to bad weather but we still had a great turn out 
of members who made the best of it and we all had a great time.  We’ve had some last minute calls for help 
with projects on the grounds and marina and had large turnouts of help each time.  Thanks everyone! 

Moving away from Club specific issues now, I’d like to pass on some thoughts about something from our 
Labor Day Raft-up.  I know it’s late in the season for a boating safety issue but things happen when they 
happen and maybe it will be something to consider when we get ready for next season.  About an hour or 
so after the first six or seven boats had tied up and we had just begun the important part of the day – cool-
ing off in the water – one of our folks noticed an inflatable alligator pull toy floating toward our boats.  
Our initial thought was “cool, another toy for us to use!.”  That was quickly followed by Chris Ruckman 
saying, “We’ve got a man overboard”.  (Continued on page three.) 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 

 
O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5  W W W . M V Y C . N E T  

 
Detective Joe Sorrentino, Fairfax County Police,  

Child Exploitation Squad 

Addresses MVYC starting at 7:00 pm, Oct 1, 2015,  

before our Oct 1st member’s meeting, 

He will cover how parents can best protect children  

from on line predators. 
Covering such things like sexting, on line chatting, pro-
grams to be aware of that are being used to make con-

tact with children. 
He will also entertain questions. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIrj4I2-j8gCFQfTgAodBLoH4Q&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.odmp.org%2Fofficer%2F19622-second-lieutenant-francis-joseph-frank-stecco&psig=AFQjCNF2Abg2QXBECqxSqvWilSBcptv
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Membership Updates 

 

By Membership Director Larry Ichter 

Scott and Erica Kraft joined the Club in August.  They recently 
moved near Stratford Landing Elementary School after living at 
Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling for two years.  They have two 
daughters, Elsie (3) and Caly (2) and are expecting a third any day 
now.  Erica is a Naval Academy graduate in Oceanography and 
was a three time All American Dingy Sailor.  She spent ten years 
in the Navy as a diver and meteorologist.  Scott has been active in 
the Navy for 22 years as an Explosive Ordnance Disposal officer 
and is currently based at the Washington Navy Yard with Naval 
Sea Systems Command.  They own a 33’ Back Cove powerboat 
currently berthed at Bolling but hope to ultimately get a slip at the 
Club.   

Shauna Hauser and Julie Rancont are long-term guests, renting 
Thomas and Robin Prinz’s house.  They just moved down from 
Harrisburg, PA but call Vermont their home.  Shauna, a Lieuten-
ant Colonel in the Army, is a West Point graduate and has a law 
degree from Samford University.  Julie grew up in Alabama and 
has BS and master degrees in the software field.  Shauna and Julie 
hope to be out on the water in their kayaks. 

Upcoming Meetings at MVYC 

By Club Secretary Pat McCarthy 

Membership Meetings (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Oct 1 
Nov 5 
at 8 pm  
1st Thurs of the month 

 

Board Meetings  (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Oct 19 
Nov 16 
at 7:30 pm  
3rd Mon of the month
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Commodore’s Comments (continued) 
We all started to laugh since we thought he was referring to the alligator but the look on his face changed that thought 

quickly.  While he had been forward on his boat tracking the alligator, he noticed something in the water between us and a 

boat floating a couple hundred yards away.  It was the guy who had lost the pull toy overboard.  He had jumped in to swim 

and retrieve it and was struggling in the deceivingly fast current.  Chris yelled to him asking if he could make it to us and his 

mumbled response made it clear that he couldn’t, he came to the back of the boat and Matt Flesch and I jumped in my din-

ghy and headed out to him.  He was able to respond to Chris’s command to stop flailing and lay back to float.  The man was 

not only exhausted but obviously panicked.  We came alongside and passed him a ring buoy but he was already too weak 

and disoriented to be able to hold on to it.  We each grabbed an arm and hauled him aboard.  Once he was safe we grabbed 

the pull toy and returned to his boat.  As we approached, his wife was standing there taking cell phone video with a big 

smile on her face and her first comment was a thanks for saving the toy.  At first we thought she was masking concern with 

a smile for the benefit of the four children on the boat but it became clear that she had no idea how much trouble her hus-

band had been in and that he, indeed, had nearly drowned.  There was no question in any of our minds that this man would 

not have made it more than a few more minutes without intervention. 

Now, what was done wrong to put this man in this position?  Nearly everything.  He went in the water without a line back 

to the boat, a float or life jacket.  He wasn’t able to let his wife know he needed help.  Nobody on the boat, his wife or any 

of the children, including at least two who were old enough to help, was wearing a life jacket or made any effort to get a 

float to him.  Nor did anyone know how to operate the boat to go to his aid.  Nobody on the boat yelled, waved, blew the 

horn, shot a flare or made any other effort to draw attention.  It was never clear to any of us that they even knew there was a 

problem.  For what it’s worth, when someone is in trouble in the water throw anything and everything toward them to help.  

Boat cushions, coolers, ski tow ropes, an oar – all of these float and can save a life. 

Anyway, we got a quick thank you once he was back aboard and we returned to the raft up.  It all happened very quickly and 

fortunately had a good ending so we eased back in to enjoying the beautiful weekend.  As we all talked about the incident, 

our mood started to turn to frustration that many people go out completely unprepared.  We even thought about going back 

over to discuss what happened and offer some advice but we decided not to run salt in his wound since we hoped he had 

time to consider it himself – but we’ll never know.  So, as you either continue your fall boating or look forward to next sea-

son, don’t be “that guy”.  If you haven’t had a boating safety course, take one!  Even if you’re a bit salty already, you may 

learn something helpful.  I’ve been boating since I was very young and taught boating safety classes for the Coast Guard 

Auxiliary for 30 years and I still learn something new every few times I go out.  I sure did that day.  We all hope he did, too. 

Enough of that.  Enjoy the rest of what’s looking like a beautiful fall season and as we have more warming fires at the fire 

pit and then move inside, I hope to see everyone enjoying this great Club of ours. 

 

Yacht Haven Garden Club Event 
The Yacht Haven Garden Club is presenting their 32nd annual Fashion Show and Luncheon, “Rendezvous in Paris”, on 
Thursday, October 15, 2015, at 10am at the Fort Belvoir Officers Club in Alexandria.  Fashions for women of all sizes will 
be provided by Bloomingdales. Yacht Haven Garden Club works to further education in horticulture, floral design and con-
servation among its members and the surrounding community. To achieve these goals, our proceeds will be divided among 
the following projects and organizations: The American Horticulture Society (River Farm), The Univ. of Maryland (honey 
bee project), The National Arboretum Friendship Garden, Fort Belvoir Wounded Warrior Healing Garden, Sherwood Hall 
Library Garden and beautification of neighborhood entrances. In addition, we have a Scholarship Fund for students pursu-
ing an education in horticulture.  For further information and tickets contact: Kathy Ichter, Ichter@verizon.net 

mailto:Ichter@verizon.net
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Marina Update  
By Marina Co-Chair Alexi Stavropoulos 

As I write this article I noticed some trees have started to change color, leaves are starting to fall on the ground and the first 
day of fall is just a few days away. The temperature has gone from mid to upper 80’s to mid 70’s in just a few days. The 
2015 season is starting to wind down. For those hearty souls, the month of October is a great time to take a slow cruise, 
watch the leaves turn, and enjoy these crisp sunny days on the water. The cost of fuel has been dropping, take advantage of 
the low prices and get out there and enjoy the river. 
 
Unfortunately, fall is also hurricane season. We are generally not on the usual hurricane track, however it is not at all unusu-
al for us to catch the edge of a tropical storm with its heavy rains, high winds and water. If heavy weather threatens, be pre-
pared and have a plan. Here are a few good pre-storm check list items you should consider: 
 

Check your dock lines! Use lines that are relatively new and of proper size. If your lines are worn, replace them. In addi-
tion to risking damage to your boat, you could be liable if your deficiencies are responsible for damage to the mari-
na or other boats; 

Lengthen lines as appropriate to accommodate higher tides and storm surges, particularly if you are on a fixed dock. 
Floating docks minimize the need to lengthen most lines, except where you are also tied to a fixed piling; 

Change spring line length to ensure the boat does not sit too deeply into the slip. Continuous loading can stretch dock 
lines and what seems like adequate distance from the dock isn't enough in a storm; 

Double up on lines. If possible don't just double to the same cleat, use alternate attachment points; 
Add fenders between boats and fingers piers; 
Remove and stow sails, covers, biminis and any unnecessary exposed canvas. Make sure that boat covers are well se-

cured and adequately sloped and supported to avoid heavy ponding water in canvas and causing damage; 
Shut off or reduce any shore power demands. Electricity to the docks may be shut down if high water threatens the 

breaker boxes. Loss of power means you will be dependent on your boat batteries. Make sure that they are fully 
charged and that your bilge pumps are functional; and 

Visit and check your boat before the storm in time to do what is necessary and after the storm to make sure that your 
boat survived. 

 
If there is a threat of a storm, we will walk the docks and check boats. Many of us will be at the marina during the storm to 
keep a watch on the boats and the marina.  
 
The gas dock will be closing on Sunday November 1st. Make sure if you are leaving your boat in the marina for the winter 
and wish to top off your fuel, you do so at that time.  

Dog Swim  
Photos submitted by Sherry Catron 
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         MARK YOUR CALENDARS – COMMODORE’S BALL 2015 

 

This year’s Commodore’s Ball will take place on Saturday, November 7, 2015 from 6:00 pm – midnight at the Mount 
Vernon Country Club.  The Ball begins with a cocktail hour and appetizers at 6:00 pm.  Our Commodore’s Ball is a black 
tie optional party and provides the opportunity to dress up in formal attire, if you choose, but it is not mandatory.  The Mount 
Vernon Country Club will service us a delicious dinner of salad, surf and turf, veggies and a delicious dessert beginning at 
7pm.  The committee is hard at work finalizing the details for a wonderful evening.  Our Master of Ceremonies will give us a 
few laughs and our Commodore will thank and bid farewell to the departing MVYC Board members and welcome our new-
ly-elected board.  Please join your fellow club members for this special annual event.  It is truly a wonderful way for mem-
bers to express their appreciation to those volunteers who have done such an outstanding job supporting our yacht club and 
to share a beautiful evening with new and old friends. 

 

Following the ceremony, our friend and DJ Louis, will play our favorite music and get us all dancing. 

Formal invitations will arrive in the near future.   

$70 per person 

Be sure to RSVP early and remember:  your check is your reservation. 



Board Nominations 
As previously documented in MVYC Online News    

 
In accordance with Article IV, Section 2 of the Bylaws the Nominating committee submits the following members for nom-
ination to the Board of Trustees. 
 
MVYC Proposed 2016 Board of Trustees Nominees: 
 
Commodore: Steve Donock 
Vice Commodore: Alexi Stravropoulos 
Rear Commodore: Lauren Bazel 
Secretary: Pat McCarthy 
Treasurer:   Dan O’Keefe 
 
Directors (3): 
Gene Diotalevi 
Monica Ortiz 
John Binnette 
 
The nominating Committee members: 
Jerry Gray Chairman 
Fred Brown 
Perry (Bear) 
Baker 
Bonnie Breneman 
John Skudlarek 

Social Update  
By Social Co-Chairs Gene Diotalevi and Christine Stavropoulos 

Happy October!  Summer is officially over, however, the fun is not.  We just enjoyed a wonderful OctoberFest, held Satur-
day, September 19th.  The clubhouse looked spectacular.  Over 100 people enjoyed German beer, delicious food and a tra-
ditional band.  Thank you to the committee, led by Mitchell Mutnick.  A great time was had by all who attended.   

A big thank you goes out to Bill Gard and all of the volunteers who worked so hard for our Wounded Warriors event.  
While the weather was not what we wished for and presented it’s challenges, our volunteers rose to the occasion and the 
soldiers and their families who attended had a terrific day.  Thank you to everyone who worked so hard to make it happen.   

We have a lot of fun events to look forward to in the next few months.  Russull Poe will be hosting our annual Poeyster-
Fest on Saturday, October 10th at 1:00 pm.  Be sure to check your email for reservations.   

Dust off your dancing shoes for the Commodore’s Ball on Saturday, November 7th.  It will be held at the Mount Vernon 
Country Club.  You’ll receive a formal invitation in the mail soon for this soon.   

Before you know it, the holidays will be upon us.  Mark your calendars now for the Adult Holiday Party on Saturday, De-
cember 12th and the Children’s Holiday Party on December 13th.   

Our next Social Committee meeting will be held on October 8th at 7:30 pm and we hope to continue seeing new faces 
there.  Our goal is to serve every member of the club by hosting a series of diverse events that cover all types of interest, 
while trying to accommodate the diversity of our membership.  We thank you for your continued support and look forward 
to seeing you on the 8th. 
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                SAVE-THE-DATE 

Join Us for the Third Annual MVYC Wine Tasting 

Saturday, November 14, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

Watch your email for more details in the coming weeks. 

Sponsored by the Wine Lovers Committee 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Power Fleet Update  By Chris Bazel, Power Fleet Captain 

Autumn has quickly come upon us.  However, Fall has some of the most spectac-
ular days to boat upon the Potomac River.  The cooler temperatures and colorful 
trees allow for relaxing and beautiful vistas.  Lauren and I especially like to go out 
and enjoy a football game or two while gently floating along and cheering on our 
teams.  It’s a great way to spend a Saturday or Sunday afternoon. If you are brave 
enough the water temps usually stay warm enough for some quick swims even 
into October, just remember to be careful and always wear some sort of flotation 
device for safety. 

Our final Power Fleet event of the 2015 season will be our annual overnight 
cruise to Old Town Docks on the weekend of October 16-18.  If you haven’t re-
served your slip you might want to call the dock master at 703-746-5487 as availa-
bility is limited.   Most of the club will be on “G” dock this year and everyone is 
always welcome to come by land yacht if preferred.  Organizer Steve Wallace is 

switching things up a bit this year.  In-
stead of our usual gathering for nibbles 
and drinks and then off to a big dinner, he has opted for a Happy Hour gathering 
on both Friday and Saturday from 5-7pm at the new restaurant called Blackwall 
Hitch.   This will allow for central gathering spot and then more flexibility and 
alternatives for dining.  I myself have very much enjoyed the few times we have 
stopped by and sampled their food and drinks.  A Sunday Brunch is also an op-
tion from 10am til 2 pm. I hope everyone who can make it will join in the fun.  If 
you have any questions you can email Steve at email2steve@yahoo.com  . 

Red Brown Cruise Pics  By Chris Bazel 

Current & Former Commodores    Yellow Bird Toast 

Event Organizers Matt & Jess Flesch 

 

George Brown talks about the cruise & the 

old days 

mailto:email2steve@yahoo.com


 

Note:  The Beacon Calendar is copied from the MVYC online calendar.  Event information changes 

after the Beacon is printed.   Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

 

October 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Garden Club/

Membership Mtg 

2 Yoga/TGIF 3 

4 5 6 Yoga 7 8 9 Yoga 10 Poeysterfest 

11 12 13 Yoga 14 15 Coast Guard Aux 

Mtg 

16 Old Town 

Event/Yoga 

17 Old Town 

Event/House 

Rental 

18 Old Town Event 19 Board Mtg 20 Yoga 21 22 23 Yoga/TGIF 24 

25 26 27 Yoga 28 29 30 Yoga/TGIF 31 

November 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 Yoga 4 5 Garden Club/

Membership Mtg 

6 Yoga/TGIF 7 Commodore’s 

Ball 

8 9 10 Yoga 11 12 13 Yoga/TGIF 14 Wine Tasting 

15 16 Board Mtg 17 Yoga 18 19 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

20 Yoga/TGIF 21 

22 23 24 Yoga 25 26 27 Yoga/TGIF 28 

29 30      
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