
By Jerry Gray, Commodore 

It’s October– so in addition to fun parties, our annual election process continues.   
As is required in our bylaws, our Nominating Committee, this year composed of 
chair Ron Reinsel and a stellar group of members, selected the candidates for 
nomination to the new Board of Trustees.  The 2015 Board Officer nominees are 
all long serving members that have participated on the Board for many years. The 
2015 Directors nominees are all frequent club volunteers, and active committee 
members.  I could not be happier with this slate of candidates. I want to extend 
my thanks to the committee for the great job performed in the search for candi-

dates and to the candidates for agreeing to be considered for these positions.   Read more about the nominating 
committee and our slate of candidates on the inside pages of this Beacon. 

The October membership meeting allows for nominations for any of the Board positions to be taken from the 
floor.  At the November membership meeting we will hold the election, please plan to attend these meetings.  
The candidates elected in November will be sworn in at the Commodores Ball and take office on December 1st 
2014. 

One of our premiere events of the year took place on September 6th, the Wounded Warrior family picnic.  
Once again Bill Gard pulled together an army of volunteers and service members together for a day of relaxa-
tion and good food. We hosted over 50 service members and their families and nearly 100 guests from MVYC.  
The weather was perfect, the food was really good, and the games, fishing and boat rides were all a big success.  
See Bill’s article in this Beacon for more details on this memorable day.  

As a side note the Wounded Warrior picnic ended up with too much food this year with Burgers, Hot dogs and 
Chicken.  After the picnic Bob, Pam and Dan O’Keefe loaded Pam’s car with the frozen chicken and drove it 
over to the Kennedy shelter on Rte. 1. The cook at the Kennedy shelter was ecstatic when Pam showed up with 
40 Lbs. of chicken.  As Bob noted in his email to me. "We did more than brighten 
the lives of wounded warriors and their families that weekend, MVYC nourished 
people who appreciated it for days beyond."  Thanks to everyone and to Bob, Pam, 
and Dan for making this happen. 

Another great recent event was our Oktoberfest, organized this year by Tye and Jo-
anna Nagel.  Everybody had a great time thanks to the terrific efforts of Tye, Joanna 
and their committee.  Be sure to thank them, and check out Pokey’s pictures in this 
Beacon.  

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 
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SAVE-THE-DATE 
Join the Wino Committee 
for  Wines of the World  
Saturday, November 15 

6:00 p.m. 
Watch www.mvyc.net for 

more details  
in the coming weeks.   

 

 

By Marina Co-Chair Alexi Stavropoulos 

The leaves are starting to turn, but the 2014 boating season is far 
from over. This is a great time of the year to go boating with cooler 
temperatures and the relatively low cost of fuel in our tanks. Over all 
we had a great boating season and the marina is in good shape. We 
had several volunteers throughout the season take care of minor re-
pairs, some of which included changing bulbs in the pedestals on 
docks A, B, C and D. While there is still a fair amount of boating left 
in the season, we do need to begin to prepare our marina for the win-
ter. In the next few weeks we will be emailing our list of volunteers 
and setting up some work parties to start addressing/repairing items 
we have noted and have been made aware of by members. Towards 
the end of the month, and based on the weather, we will schedule a 
date to pull the channel markers.  

There were a couple of issues that popped up over the summer. At 
the beginning of the summer we had power issues on C, D, and E 
docks and then again recently we ran into the same electrical prob-
lems on the same socks. In both cases, as soon as we were notified 
we contacted Dominion and the problem was resolved within a cou-
ple of days. We also had a boat that came in one evening without any 
notice, tied up on the “T” pier on D dock occupying one of our 
members slip for one night. The boat that normally occupied the slip, 
Broken Piggy, was out for service and due back the next day. As soon 
as we were made aware of the situation, we immediately took action. 
We discovered markings on the boat form Belle Haven marina, so we 
contacted the owner and got him to remove his boat. This did incon-
venience the slip holders, but Matt and Jes worked patiently with us 
until the boat was moved. We noticed that this year trailers have been 
in the trailer parking for more than the permitted time. As a reminder 
trailers may not remain on the grounds for longer than three days. 
We also had a member transport a large quantity of gas to fuel their 
boat. Members are not permitted to transport or dispense any gaso-
line or diesel fuel in excess of two appropriately approved containers 
not to exceed 6 gallons each. Refer to section 1.14 under rules and 
procedures.       

The gas dock will be closing later this month on Sunday, October 
26th.  We would like to take this time to thank Mike Phelps for anoth-
er great job this year managing the fuel dock. Mike managed to shop 
the fuel prices between our two suppliers and was able to get the best 
prices for us. We would also like to thank all the volunteers that came 
out to run the gas dock. If anyone needs to top off before the end of 
the season, we will make arrangements for one last group fill up.   
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On the Docks—Marina Update 

BRIDGE AT MVYC?  Are you a bridge player & 

want to play here at MVYC?  Or would you like to 
learn bridge?  Contact Susan Schultz at 703-830-1380 
or SDSchul@AOL.com. 

From Bob Beggan:  Jim Rees, president of George 

Washington’s Mount Vernon for almost 19 years, 

died September 9th after a long and valiant battle 

with a degenerative motor neuron disease.  

 

In his thirty years at Mount Vernon Jim played a 

major role in preserving the Mount Vernon, George 

Washington’s Estate, and promoting the enduring 

legacy of George Washington. Club members Jim 

and Carol Hamrick worked most closely with him.  

HALLOWEEN TGIF—FRIDAY OCTOBER 31st 

JOIN A COVEN OF YOUR FELLOW MYVC WITCHES AND 
WARLOCKS FOR A BREWING GOOD TIME. BRING A 

GOULISH GOOD DISH TO SHARE 
 COSTUMES HIGHLY ENCOURAGED      

  HOSTED BY DAN AND CHRIS O’KEEFE 

mailto:SDSchul@AOL.com


Gutters and Toilets...A Water Theme? P A G E  3  

By House Guy Pat McCarthy 

 

     In my last report, I addressed an extremely heavy rainstorm which may have contributed to a leak in the second floor 

ceiling near the main bar area.  No internal house plumbing or appliance leaks were discovered but we did find some gutters 

and fascia boards pulling away from the shingles that are supposed to end in the gutters.  When the contractor’s team hired 

to correct this situation got into the job several surprises were discovered.  The fascia boards are critical in this repair.  For 

those unfamiliar, the fascia boards are fastened to the end of the roof rafters and the gutter is attached to the fascia boards.  

It was discovered that the existing fascia boards were attached with finishing nails.  In other words, there wasn’t much at-

taching them to the rafters.  Additionally, approximately 100 linear feet of fascia board required replacement due to wood 

rot.  The workers attached the new fascia boards and reinforced attachment of existing fascia with four inch wood screws 

into the end of every roof rafter.  They also put a coat of new paint on all fascia boards.  New gutters were attached with 

“invisible” holders and screws inside the gutter.  Finally, an aluminum drip rail was installed underneath the first tier of shin-

gles and into the gutter with more screws holding it into place.  We now have a solid rain capture and removal system. 

     Another improvement this month was the installation of a wireless passive infrared motion detector at the end of the 

pool corridor which provides coverage for the entire hallway.  It communicates wirelessly with the wall switch turning on the 

ceiling lights at the slightest detection of any movement.  The lights are automatically turned off one minute after all move-

ment ceases. 

     Failed batteries were replaced in three emergency backup lighting boxes. 

     I’d like to give a “thank you” shout out to member Phil Douffas who helped with several repairs including the lifeguard 

room doorsill, a loose exit sign, loose electrical sockets and switches, and removal of the hideous wine stain from the carpet 

by the front entrance.  Thanks Phil! 

     Finally, in case you may have harbored thoughts to the contrary, the House Guy’s work is never done.  Last night I at-

tended a wonderful Oktoberfest Party at the Clubhouse with many other happy partygoers.  After a few hours I was ap-

proached by a club member who reported a toilet in the ladies room spraying water about, so the member closed the incom-

ing water line to the tank.  Knowing that the last thing any party host wants is a reduction in available rest room facilities, I 

immediately went and reattached the loose bowl refill tube that was spraying water from the refill valve to the underside of 

the tank top and leaking onto the floor.  Incoming water was restored to the tank.  Mission done!  Total relief capabilities 

restored!  Prost! 

House Rules Revisited:  Any formal Club party or private party must be coordinated with the Social Committee (which is 

responsible for coordinating scheduling of the Clubhouse) and be approved in advance by the Board of Trustees.  Members 

should be considerate of other members and work together to share the facilities when several groups are using the Club-

house at the same time (e.g. moderating the volume of the television when others are using the adjoining room). 

By Dan O’Keefe, Membership Committee Chair 
During the Octoberfest it seemed as though everyone was asking me the same question. Who is that?  I admit I have not 
been very good at posting pictures of new members here in the Beacon but many of the questions came from new members 
wanting to identify long term members that they had not met. 
 
One way to help resolve this issue is to get on the MVYC Website and log into the members section. When logged in, select 
the members info option at the top of the page then scroll down to  the “Members by Photos” . Selecting the option will 
display pictures of all the members that have up loaded their pictures. If your family picture is not there, take the opportunity 
to upload a picture to the MVYC website directory. Click on your entry in the directory, and follow the instructions for up-
loading a picture.  While there, please check all your other family details make any necessary corrections and click on the up-
date button at the bottom of the page. 

Membership News—Who’s Who? 



PRYCA Update 
P A G E  4  

By Dan O’Keefe, PRYCA Representative 

 

MVYC hosted the fall quarterly delegates meeting on Monday September 8th. 
The meeting was well attended. In addition to the Board, 17 clubs were repre-
sented.  The final PRYCA event of the season is the "End of Summer Party" at 
the Belmont Bay Marina.  

 
Planned activities include: 
 
 Golf tournament at the Osprey Golf Club. 
 Walk through Occoquan Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
 See and shop The Historic Town of Occoquan 
 Participate in nautical activities and events 
 Learn to paint while enjoying your favorite wine 
 Compete in the ‘Send Summer Down Under’ Mini--‐Olympics 
 Dance to the music of summer and the beach 
 Eat awesome Aussie dishes off the barbie. 
 
The details can be found at http://www.occoquanyachtclub.org/2014/
OYC_EoS_Flyer.pdf and registration form is at  http://
www.occoquanyachtclub.org/2014/OYC_EoS_Registration.pdf  
 
PRYCA elections will be held at the November delegates meeting.  Planning 
has begun for the annual December “Parade of Lights” and the January 
Change of Watch.  

By Jerry Nissley, CBYCA Representative 
The next BOD (Board of Governors) meeting is scheduled for 27 Sep at MVYC. The BOG meets monthly; the next general 
membership meeting is not until Nov 2014. 

The CBYCA has been actively tracking the Renewal Fuel Standard (RFS) and reports the following in their newsletter. 

“House Appropriations Adopt E15 Amendment: As reported in August edition of the National Marine Manufacturers 
Association (NMMA) Currents, the House of Representative's Committee on Appropriation's Interior and Environment, 
which directs Fiscal Year 2015 funding for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), unanimously adopted an important 
amendment affecting the sale of E15, which will now be considered by the full House. NMMA's Washington office was 
heavily involved in passing the amendment, which will require the EPA to do more comprehensive E15 public education 
outreach on the dangers of E15 to non-approved engines, like boats, motorcycles, and lawn equipment.” 

For more information on CBYCA please visit their website: www.cbyca.org  

CBYCA Newsletter - http://www.cbyca.org/Chartroom_Chatter.htm 

CBYCA Update 

Garden Club News 
From Blair Beggan:  The Yacht Haven 
Garden Club is presenting their 31st 
annual Fashion Show and Luncheon, 
“50 Fabulous Years -  Flowers, Friends 
and Fun”, on Thursday, October 23, 
2014, at 10am at the Fort Belvoir Offic-
ers Club in Alexandria.  Fashions for 
women of all sizes will be provided by 
Bloomingdales. Yacht Haven Garden 
Club works to further education in hor-
ticulture, floral design and conservation 
among its members and the surround-
ing community. To achieve these goals, 
our proceeds will be divided among the 
following projects and organizations: 
The American Horticulture Society 
(River Farm), The Univ. of Maryland 
(honey bee project), The National Arbo-
retum Friendship Garden, Fort Belvoir 
Wounded Warrior Healing Garden, res-
toration of garden at entrance to Sher-
wood Hall Library and beautification of 
neighborhood entrances.  In addition, 
we have a Scholarship Fund for stu-
dents pursuing an education in horticul-
ture.  For further information and tick-
ets contact: Terra at  
tadmommy@verizon.net   
703-340-4555. 

 

http://www.occoquanyachtclub.org/2014/OYC_EoS_Flyer.pdf
http://www.occoquanyachtclub.org/2014/OYC_EoS_Flyer.pdf
http://www.occoquanyachtclub.org/2014/OYC_EoS_Registration.pdf
http://www.occoquanyachtclub.org/2014/OYC_EoS_Registration.pdf
http://www.cbyca.org
http://www.cbyca.org/Chartroom_Chatter.htm
mailto:tadmommy@verizon.net


Wounded Warriors Cookout 2014 
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From Bill Gard 

 

On Saturday September 6, the Mount Vernon Yacht Club hosted Wounded Warriors from the Fort Belvoir Warrior Transi-
tion Battalion for a day of boating, fishing, games, crafts and cooking out.  One hundred and seven MVYC members and 
their guests mingled with Warriors and their families and friends.  This was our ninth straight year hosting this special event, 
and our more than 50 guests from Fort Belvoir said they had a great time.   

The event actually kicked off on Friday evening as crews led by Roger Fuller set up tents and picnic tables at the Point.  Rog-
er led setup again Saturday morning, organizing MVYC members who arranged smaller tents, cooking areas, food serving 
areas and reception areas.  Golf carts provided by Ricky Mullins and Michael Galliot of Hilltop Golf Course made light work 
of transporting stuff from the clubhouse to the point. Paul Johnson’s four-wheel ATV was a big hit, being used by picnic 
organizers to transport goods and people up and down the parking lot. 

When the Warriors and their guests arrived, they were escorted to the hospitality tent manned by Marianne Ketels and Har-
riet Singleton.  These classy ladies got the guests signed-in, name-tagged and sent off to various activities – boating, fishing, 
swimming, crafts and games.  We were joined again this year by representatives of the Comfort our Troops Foundation who 
provided additional activities for all who attended the event.  More on these fine people later. 

Boat rides were popular activities and the MVYC fleet was organized by Bonnie Breneman to provide rides to fifty or so 
warriors and guests.  Bonnie issued boarding passes to riders complete with dock assignments and boat locations.  Boats and 
Captains included:  Jimmy and Monika Ortiz on “Orlik” - John and Andrea Skudlarek on their pontoon boat Skud-craft” - 
Lt. Col. Paul Johnson of Fort Belvoir with Rob Rothman as crew on “Bassie II” - Gene Diotalevi and Peyton Lawrimore on 
“Gimme Shelter” - Steve and Lori Wallace on “Jules” - Chris and Lauren Ellis on “Solven See” - Matt and Jess Flesch on 
“Piglet” - David Donock and Tracy Groff on Bill and Karen Gard’s boat “Ketels One”.  The chase boat this year was Alexi 
Stavropoulos’ well-seasoned center console. 

Many warriors, guests and MYYC members found their way to a fishing hole set up by Mike Holland and Michael Phelps.  
Mike and Mike showed folks how to bait their hooks, cast the lines, set the hooks and reel ‘em in, and a few guests caught 
some pretty good sized catfish. Some of the folks even cleaned, grilled, and ate the fish they caught, and  had to be dragged 
away from the shore to come and eat the store-bought food. 

Zoe Stavropoulos and Bill Benz took on the roles as knee-cappers extraordinaire, manning the collections table and extract-
ing cash from folks walking in.   

While MVYC’s members and military guests were working up their appetites, Head Chef and Commodore Jerry Gray was 
leading a kitchen staff of Jeff Kirkland and Rob Catron in barbecuing 140 pounds of chicken, 100 or so hot dogs, several 
dozen bratwursts (provided by Paul Whitridge who also brought a pot of delicious crab soup to share), The food was fantas-
tic as usual.  Jim Gordon provided the beer in the form of kegs and cans, and it all was happily consumed. 

Rear Commodore Alexi Stavropoulos did his usual DJ stint spinning catchy tunes to entertain the crowds.  Alexi also pro-
vided real time vehicle organization around the staging area at the point.  Amy Walker set up kids’ games. Finally, Roger di-
rected the tear-down of the tents and the cleanup Saturday evening. 

The Comfort Our Troops Foundation volunteers set up tables with crafts, games, gift bags and framing for the warriors and 
families as well as club members and guests. Comfort Our Troops President Jill Hardek was joined by Jean Hughes and 
MVYC’s JoAnn Muir.   Comfort Our Troops is an organization dedicated to welcoming home our wounded soldiers and 
thanking them for the sacrifices they have made for our country.  For more information visit http://
www.comfortourtroops.org/.   

Thanks to all who helped out and who attended the event.  See you next year! - Past Commodore, Bill Gard 

http://www.comfortourtroops.org/
http://www.comfortourtroops.org/


Oktoberfest 2014 
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From Tye and Joanna Nagel 

 

Dear club members and guests that attended this year’s Oktoberfest at MVYC:  We hope you all enjoyed 
yourselves at the party…Joanna and I would like to acknowledge and thank all the members of the Ok-
toberfest planning committee (and others) that contributed to our planning, execution, and clean-up 
efforts.  Without their hard work and volunteerism, we could not have presented such a fun and festive 

MVYC Oktoberfest this year.  Sincerely,  The Tye Nagels 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS –COMMODORE’S BALL 2014 

By Christine Stavropoulos, Social Committee Chair 
 
This year’s Commodore’s Ball will take place on Saturday, November 8, 2014 from 6 p.m. – midnight at the Mount 
Vernon Country Club.  This is Mount Vernon Yacht Club’s most elegant event. 
 
The ball begins with a cocktail hour and appetizers at 6 p.m.  Our photographer will take pictures of the guests as they ar-
rive.  The Commodore’s Ball is a black tie optional party – it provides the opportunity to dress up in formal attire, if you 
choose, but it is not mandatory.   
 
The Mount Vernon County Club will serve us salad, surf and turf, veggies and a delicious dessert beginning at 7 p.m.  The 
committee is hard at work finalizing the details for a wonderful evening.  Our Master of Ceremonies, will no doubt give us a 

few laughs. Commodore Jerry Gray will thank and bid farewell to the departing 
MVYC Board members and we will welcome aboard the newly-elected Board 
members.  David Donock will raise the flags during the Change of Watch cere-
mony.   
 
Please join your fellow club members for this special annual event.  It is a truly 
wonderful way for members to express appreciation to those volunteers who 
have done such an outstanding job supporting our yacht club this year, and to 
share a wonderful evening with new and old friends.   
 
Following the ceremony – 
 
 
Our disc jockey will play our favorite music and get us all dancing.   
 
Formal invitations will arrive in the near future. 
 
$65 per person.  
 
Be sure to RSVP early and remember:  your check is your reservation. 



Thank you Joan Jones!   
P A G E  7  

By Gene Diotalevi, Communications 

 
For those who don't know, Joan Jones single-handedly managed House Rentals and TGIF 
scheduling for as long as I can remember, and I've been a member for over a decade.  Joan 
spent countless hours of her own time communicating from Member to Board and Board 
to Member to schedule, collect checks, get approvals and communicate back to the Mem-
ber on some of the most important events of the requesting Member's life.  As you can 
imagine, if you're renting MVYC for any event, it is important to you, and Joan spent many 
years championing each and every one of us.  As most everyone knows, Joan is also the 
face of the MVYC TGIF!  Not much needs to be said about Joan's efforts....we all know.  
Joan has spent an enormous amount of her own time keeping TGIFs vibrant and fun, 
maintaining the clubs esprit de corps.  So when you see Joan, please say thanks, as Joan 
embodies the core values of the club! 
 

New TGIF and House Rental Process   

By Gene Diotalevi, Communications 

For the information of all, we have changed the process for RENTING THE HOUSE and SCHEDULING TGIFS.  As we 
continue to leverage technology to better focus volunteer efforts, we're using our website to efficiently and quickly com-
municate from Member to Board and Board to Member while eliminating the need of burdening Members.  Additionally, 
the new processes provide accountability and a data trail for both, the Member and the Board.   
 

New Process for Requesting CLUB RENTAL: 
 
First, please read and review the MVYC House Rental Agreement (found at http://www.mvyc.net, About Us, MVYC 
FILES & Forms) 
 

 Go to http://www.mvyc.net 

 Scroll over "MVYC CLUB HOUSE RENTAL APLLICATION FORM" and click 

 Completely fill out form and click "Certify and submit" 

 You will receive a copy of your request, via email, and the request will be forwarded to the Board for approval.  Prior to 
receiving an approval, we must have your deposit and rental fee per the Rental Agreement. 

 

 
New Process for Requesting TGIF:   
 
 Go to http://www.mvyc.net 

 Scroll over "TGIF REQUEST FORM" 

 Completely fill out form and click "Certify and submit" 

 You will receive a copy of your request, via email, and the request will be forwarded for scheduling.  If no conflicts, 
you'll receive and email and your TGIF will be places on the calendar. 

 

As always, if  you have any questions, comments or concerns,  
email social@mvyc.net or call me at 202-215-4445 — Gene Diotalevi, Communications 

http://www.mvyc.net
http://www.mvyc.net
http://www.mvyc.net
mailto:social@mvyc.net


MVYC Board Nominations and Elections 
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By Lauren Bazel, Board Secretary 

 

October Membership Meeting - Nominations for 2015 MVYC Board of Trustees 
 
When: October 2, 2014 at 8pm 
Where: MVYC Clubhouse 
 
All members are encouraged to attend this important meeting, as we make final preparations for the November election of our 2015 
Board of Trustees.  The central order of business will be to consider nominations from the floor for the positions of: Commodore, Vice 
Commodore, Rear Commodore, Secretary, Treasurer, and the three (3) open Director positions. 
 
Anyone nominated during the October meeting will be placed on the ballot alongside the recommendations put forth by the nominating 
committee. Please note, No person shall be eligible for nomination for more than one office. No nominations shall be made subsequent 
to the October membership meeting except for offices for which there are no candidates. Once nominations are closed, members will 
receive the names of all nominees for office prior to the November 6, 2014, membership meeting when the elections will be held. 
 
As a reminder, the Nominating committee led by Chairman Ron Reinsel and included Mitchell Mutnick, Anthony Moran, Amy Walker 
and Jack O'Malley, has presented the following slate of candidates for the 2015 MVYC Board of Trustees. 
 
 Commodore:            Steve Donock 
 
 Vice Commodore:    Alexi Stavropoulos 
 
 Rear Commodore:   Lauren Bazel 
 
 Secretary:                Pat McCarthy 
 
 Treasurer:                Dan O'Keefe 
 
 Directors: (3)             Larry Ichter 
                                  Amy Walker 
                                  Rob Catron 
 
 Continuing Directors fulfilling the second year of the two year term: 
 

 Jeff Kirkland 

 Terry Stott 

 Mike Phelps 

 

**Mark Your Calendars – November 6, 2014 @8pm – MVYC Elections** 

 

By Bear Baker, Pool Director 
The MVYC Pool enjoyed another fantastic season.  Special thanks to Jim Borges, Walt Carney, Rob Catron, Troy Clayton, 
Pete Esser, Jim Fahey, Tracy Newcomb, Janice and Michael Spollen, Amy Walker, & Paul Whitridge for their efforts to 
make the pool a great place to be on a hot summer’s day.  The season ended to a round of a paws at one of the best at-
tended Dog Swim Day’s in recent memory.  No children or animals were injured during this photo shoot.  Have a great 
winter! 

Pool Update 



Power Fleet News 
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By Chris Bazel, Power Fleet Captain 

Wow what a summer!  Nice weather and fun times.  Hoping everyone enjoyed their time on the 
water.  Once again we enjoyed our annual Red Brown cruise. Thanks so much to Matt and Jess 
Flesch for taking the lead on this great event.  About 18 boats and several cars made the trip down 
river to Dennis Point for the action packed event.  Extra gratitude to Chris Ruckman and Diane 
Wilson for bringing along the traditional “Yellowbirds” for our toast, I know Jim Hamrick was 
there smiling down upon us. 

September was quite action packed. Our Labor Day Raft up was the following weekend.  Thanks go out to 
LaRea for volunteering to be the anchor boat.  It was a fun time in Pohick Bay and the weather was beautiful, 
truly just a great way to end the summer. The Wounded Warrior picnic was once again a huge success.  Ku-
dos goes out to Bill Gard and all the volunteers that worked hard to show our service men and women an 

excellent day.  This year we added a new event, a trip to Colonial Beach and to enjoy their Art 
Walk.  Jim Walton and friends told me they had a pleasant and enjoyable trip.  See below for Jim’s 
update on the trip. 

So even though the calendar says summer is over, fall brings some of the best boating weather.  
Sure the water temps fall off, but the nice crisp evenings and the gorgeous colors on the leaves 
make this a nice time to take a cruise.  Please join us the weekend of October  17-19 for the annual 
trip to Old Town. We will gather on the docks to celebrate another fun year and enjoy a great din-

ner at one of Alexandria’s fine restaurants.  Roger Fuller and Gene Diotalevi are the leads on this event and will provide 
more details in upcoming emails.   

Colonial Beach Trip 
From Jim Walton 

 
We had a fun-packed trip to Colonial Beach.   Two boats (Knot Dreamin' and SS Sea Ya) made the 
sunny and smooth cruise to Colonial Beach with crew members Cathy and Terry Stott, Diane Carney, 
Valerie Carney, Jim Walton and trip's faithful mascot - Mira.   Friday night provided a wonderful 
warm sunset to welcome us to the town to begin our stay at Bayside Marina. While the Carney sister's 
gang pillaged the town on the self-guided 2nd Friday Art Walk, the Stotts and I enjoyed a fantastic 
dinner at the marina's restaurant -the Lighthouse- now run by the same crew that runs Colonial 

Beach’s top notch SeaSide French and Thai restaurant.   The night ended with a rock & roll band at the tiki bar at High 
Tides.  Terry and Jim were ready to storm the stage. 
 
On Saturday the weather started turning rough, with rain off and on throughout the day.  But the faithful crew was not lost 
as there where many opportunities for all to continue to plunder the shops of Colonial Beach.  Our top notch hosts at Bay-
side Marina provided access to the Quarterdeck Lounge where I was able to catch some college football.  Late Saturday after-
noon the rain faded away for another sunny evening.   As we aimlessly made our way around town, we were herded into the 
sidewalk patio of a bed & breakfast, where we enjoyed a local musician playing acoustical guitar.   We also happened to enjoy 
a glass of wine or two…  
 
On Sunday, we finally made it to Denson’s Grocery – famous for ice cream, crab cakes, and best family friend service.  Turns 
out they added a screened in porch where they now serve meals. ( If you go for dinner, last seating 
is at 7pm.)  We did miss their dinner seating the night before, but would not miss their brunch to-
day.   Yummy and friendly as expected.   As the sun was once again out at full strength and the seas 
where calm, we decided to take a short cruise downriver to Nomini Bay, host to the sandy island 
known for its shark teeth.   We finished topping off our tans while reducing our food and beverage 
inventories before taking the smooth cruise back.  Note to self - do not feed the ducks by the swim 
platform. 



Jim Borches IS the driftwood 

fairy-  assisted by Joanna Nagel  

Thank You to Blair Beggan! 

Blair has been tirelessly editing The Beacon for years now.  When you 

see her at the Club, please be sure to pass along your thanks for her 

years of hard work.  It takes many volunteers to make our Club run 

smoothly, and thanks to Blair we have many years worth of articles and 

pictures to document all the fun we had.  Thanks, Blair! 

 

 
 

Do You... 
...Enjoy Drinking Wine? 

...Prefer to Drink with Friends? 
Then... 

 
You may be interested in joining the  

MVYC "Wino" Committee! 
 

For all the scoop on “meetings” please contact 
Jayne Prescott jebrady57@gmail.com. 

mailto:jebrady57@gmail.com


OCTOBER 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 1 2: Membership 

Mtg, 8pm 

3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11:  PRYCA:  Sum-

mer End, 1:15pm 

12 13 14 15 16 17:  Old Town 

Overnight (See 

web for details) 

18:  Private Rental 

19 20:  MVYC 

Board Mtg, 

7:30pm 

21 22 23 24 25:  Private Rental 

26:  27 28 29 30 31:  Halloween 

TGIF, 7:30pm 

 

P A G E  1 1  

NOVEMBER 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

    1: Poyster Fest (See 

web for details) 

2 3 4 5 6: Member-

ship Mtg– 

ELECTIONS 

7 8: Commodore’s 

Ball, 6pm, MVCC 

(RSVP Required) 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15: Wine Tasting 

(See web for details) 

16 17: MVYC 

Board Mtg 

7:30pm 

18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 

Note:  Calendar information may change after Beacon is printed.   

Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 



Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

4817 Tarpon Lane 

Alexandria, Virginia 

22309 

 

 


