
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

In just a few short days we’ll have our November meeting.  That means two things to many 
of us.  It signals the beginning of the end of boating season but more importantly, our annu-
al elections!  As you know this is an in between year where we say goodbye to three Direc-
tors and hello to three new ones.  First, I want to thank Jeff Kirkland, Mike Phelps and Ter-
ry Stott for their hard work over the last two years.  While we’ve had issues in all three of 

their areas, they all stood up and took care of them and we’re in a better place with Security, Marina/Gas 
Dock, and Grounds than we were when they came on board.  And the work isn’t stopping as they are all 
three working on the transition of duties.  Thanks again for a great job! 

When things are running smoothly – as they have been lately – and it’s an off-year election with no addi-
tional candidates, some of us just let the month slip by.  While nothing is being contested this year the elec-
tion meeting is still an important event.  While every meeting is an opportunity for members to hear what’s 
going on first hand and to participate with questions, issues and suggestions, November’s meeting is one of 
only two that require a quorum (the other being the January budget meeting) to allow us to continue work-
ing for you.  So, please come out on Thursday, the 5th and participate.  It’s also a great way to meet new 
friends and renew existing friendships.  The Directors you will be voting on this year will be John Binnette, 
Gene Diotalevi and Monika Ortiz.  We’re looking forward to having them on board.  We also hope to see 
many of you at this year’s Commodore’s Ball on Saturday November 7th.  Christine Stavropoulos and her 
Committee promise a great time for all.  (Continued on page three.) 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 

 
N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 5  W W W . M V Y C . N E T  

  Fall Clean-up Day! 

 
Mount Vernon Yacht Club Saturday, November 14th 

9:00 am ‐ 2:00 pm 
Come join other members for our best chance to get the club facilities 
ready for cooler weather and a long winter’s nap!  All levels of ability 
and effort are needed! (Mark tools with your ID) Bring tools:  Rakes – 

lawn or garden, shovels/spades, hoes, weed trimmers, wheelbarrows/
garden carts, pitchforks trowels, dandelion digging tools,  

miscellaneous other tools.   
Contact Terry at Grounds@MVYC.net for additional information.    

mailto:Grounds@MVYC.net
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Membership Updates 

 

By Membership Chair Larry Ichter 

Welcome Aboard   

Ed Lockard and 
Anne DiLallo re-
cently joined after 
moving into Yacht 
Haven three years 
ago. They are our 
first Yacht Haven 
residents to join in a 
year and a half!  They 
have a three-year-old 
daughter, Lena who 

has enjoyed being a guest at our pool.  Ed grew up in Wash-
ington, D.C. and works for the Department of Homeland 
Security.  He can often been seen walking their small white 
dog in the neighborhood.  Anne is from Wisconsin and 
moved to this area in 2001.  She served in the Peace Corps 
in West Africa and now works in international affairs for 
the U.S. Air Force as a country director for West and Cen-
tral Africa.  She recently returned from a trip to Africa, just 
in time for their membership interview.   

 

 

Brendan and 
Nicole Mahon 
have joined the 
Club after living 
in the neighbor-
hood for nearly 
five years on 
Reef Court.  
Brendan grew 
up in Southern 
California and 
attended the 
U.S. Naval Academy.  After serving in the Navy and earning 
his MBA, he joined Deloitte Consulting LLP and is a Direc-
tor in the firm’s business transformation practice.  Nicole 
grew up in Florida.  After receiving her undergraduate de-
gree, she worked for US Rowing and a commercial insur-
ance broker.  She met Brendan while both attending the 
University of California – Irvine business school, earning 
her MBA as well.  They have three children, Maura (7), Tess 
(5) and Harper (4).  They own a Bennington pontoon boat, 
previously berthed on the Occoquan.  This makes the 4th 
new member this year with a pontoon boat.  Time to start 
up the Toon Fleet again! 

 

Upcoming Meetings at MVYC 

By Club Secretary Pat McCarthy 

Membership Meetings (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Nov 5 
Dec 3 
at 8 pm  
1st Thurs of the month 

 

Board Meetings  (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Nov 16 
Dec 21 
at 7:30 pm  
3rd Mon of the month
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Commodore’s Comments (continued) 
At last month’s membership meeting Jack O’Malley arranged for a guest speaker from the Fairfax County Police to speak 
about online threats to our children and what we can do, as parents, to help keep them safe.  Many members asked about a 
presentation geared toward the children themselves and I’m happy to report that Detective Sorrentino is more than happy 
to provide just that.  Please drop a note to me, commodore@mvyc.net, if you want to be included.  Jack and I will coordi-
nate a time and place that works for you. 
 
Next month I’ll start to lay out some of our improvements around the Club – marina, grounds, etc. – so until then, 
we hope to see you at the meeting and the Ball.  Stay warm and we’ll see you soon. 

 

 
                    SAVE-THE-DATE 

Join Us for the Third Annual MVYC Wine Tasting 

Saturday, November 14, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 

Watch your email for more details in the coming weeks. 

Sponsored by the Wine Lovers Committee 

Pool Update  
By Pool Director Rob Catron 

I want to thank everyone who made our swimming pool and pool deck at MVYC the center of the 22308 and 22309 social 
scene this summer.  The lifeguards told me that they saw far more members and guests than in previous summers.  Our 
members and their kids enjoy the pool because it is a safe, family-friendly place where everyone can relax and have fun, 
barbeque on the grill, listen to some great music, chat with old friends and make new ones—all while wearing a bathing suit 
and soaking up some rays..  You can always catch the Commodore at the pool on a hot, sultry summer Sunday afternoon.   
 
Some of the new amenities we added to the pool this summer include new umbrellas and bases, a new diving board, a new 
basketball hoop and we re-strapped some of the chairs.  We also performed some important maintenance work to keep the 
pool in good working order.  If you have any suggestions for how to make the pool experience even better next summer, 
please let us know at pool@mvyc.net. 

House Update By House Director Amy Walker 

Good news—we had a somewhat quiet month! We passed our Elevator Inspection. The lower level Men’s toilet was re-
paired by Jeff Kirkland. We will be replacing the Ladies Pool bathroom toilets this week so we will be good to go(no pun 
intended) for next pool season. The gentlemen get new toilets next year. We have new Recycle bins. They are green with 
the recycle logo on them. Due to their smaller size, we will able to use regular trash bags and are easier to dump when full. 
If you have ever to dump the blue recycle bins, this is really pleasant news.  Fun Facts:  Mustard bottle count:13; Ketchup 
bottle count:2.  As always , be sure to turn off lights and TVs before you leave the club.  Peace, Amy   

mailto:commodore@mvyc.net
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Marina Update  
By Marina Co-Chair Alexi Stavropoulos 

It’s that time of year where the leaves have changed, ready to drop, the temperature has already started to drop and daylight 

savings is going to kick in.  Sadly we have to face it -- the 2015 boating season is quickly coming to an end.  

In the weeks to come, many of you will be pulling your boats from the marina where others will choose to remain in the 

marina. If you will be leaving your boat in the Marina for the winter, in addition to winterizing and protecting your boat's 

internal systems, remember to check and replace worn dock lines as needed and make sure your vessel is well secured. Plan 

on coming to visit your boat regularly over the winter. Members who may be interested in relocating their boats within the 

Marina during the winter months should contact the Marina Chair so that we can schedule and coordinate moves and keep 

track of who is where. We have already had several requests for boats to move within the basin and have already made sev-

eral winter slip assignments. If you will be using electric bubblers/ice eaters during the winter months, inspect the equip-

ment - particularly the cords and connections. The equipment must be marine grade and in suitable condition for outdoor 

use. In the past, we have had multiple bubblers on a single pedestal. This creates a problem when both devices start at the 

same time, tripping the circuit and rendering the devices useless. As a result, we ask that you avoid running extension cords 

across the dock, as this is a safety hazard, and that wherever possible, use the receptacle on your boat for the bubbler. A 

reminder to the simple rule about unattended onboard cabin heaters and light bulbs in the engine compartment -- don't use 

them. They are both unreliable in the event of power failure and more importantly, pose a potential fire hazard both to 

your boat and everyone else in the Marina. 

The marina itself needs to be winterized and we will be sending out an email looking for volunteers to assist us in pulling 

the channel marker and no wake buoys. We will leave the water on at the docks until we reach a time when we have freez-

ing temperatures. Once we winterize the docks, there will be water left on at all the hydrants on the bulkhead.   

We would like to address any projects during that time and at the moment we are aware of repairs on outer W as well as B 

dock. We hope to get a small group of volunteers together soon to make the repairs. We hope and look forward to a mild 

winter. 

 

Power Fleet News  
Submitted by Chris Bazel 

Well it’s November already!  We held our final Power Fleet event of the season – The Annual Overnight to Old Town -  on 

the weekend of October 16-18. Thanks to Steve Wallace for leading and organizing this year’s trip. I believe we had about 10 

boats make the journey and several others that wished they could have gotten a slip.  Numerous members took the land 

yacht route up the parkway instead, but fun was had by all. Everyone I spoke to said they really enjoyed the restaurant and 

gathering at Blackwall Hitch.  The weather was seasonably cool but dry and the good news is no one had to worry about run-

ning their A/C.  The wind out of the Northwest did push the tides low and shortened everyone’s stay on Sunday and it’s 

always a little sad when the final event for the season is over.  

I would like to thank all the organizers and participants for the 2015 events.  I think it was another fun year on the Potomac. 

Look for news on next year’s schedule and planning meeting in next month’s Beacon.  Cheers to another fun and festive 

year…Salute! 

 



PoeysterFest  
Photos submitted by Russell Poe & Blair Beggan 
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Social Update #1 
By Social Co-Chairs Gene Diotalevi and Christine Stavropoulos 

Fall is here and the club has some great social events lined up in November, December and into 2016.  If you haven’t sent in 
your RSVP for the Commodore’s Ball, they are due November 2nd.  The Ball will take place at the Mount Vernon Country 
Club on Saturday, November 7th.  This is our club’s most elegant event.  The ball begins with a cocktail hour and appetizers 
at 6 pm with dinner of surf and turf following at 7 pm.  After the Change of Watch Ceremony, the dancing continues until 
midnight.  The Commodore’s Ball is a black tie optional party – it provides the opportunity to dress up in formal attire, if you 
choose, but it is not mandatory.   
 
We have two traditional events in December, our Adult Holiday Party and our Children’s Holiday Party.  The Adult Holiday 
party will be hosted by Revae Moran on Saturday, December 12th at 6 pm.  We will be providing ham and turkey.  Please 
bring an appetizer, side dish or dessert to share.   
 
On Sunday, December 13th, we will have our Children’s Holiday Party.  As we did last year, we are partnering with Chil-
dren’s National Medical Center.  We are asking for donations of toys and games for Children’s Doctor Bear’s Closet.  
MVYC kids will be making holiday cards for the patients at Children’s National Medical Center and Santa will be there to 
collect the cards and donations. 
 
Thanks to all who support our social activities – we couldn’t do it without you! 

 



 

Social Update #2 
By Social Co-Chairs Gene Diotalevi and Christine Stavropoulos 

By now you have received your invitation to the 2015 Mount Vernon Yacht Club Commodore's Ball.  Most Yacht Clubs 
observe the tradition of holding an annual Commodore's Ball and Change of Watch as one of the premiere social events of 
the year.  For our new members, and we have many, what is a Commodore's Ball? (By the way, is it Commodore’s or Com-
modores’? Where do you put the apostrophe? Does it belong to someone at all? We 
digress…).  The dictionary defines “ball” in this usage as… a large, usually lavish, formal party featuring social dancing and 
sometimes given for a particular purpose, as to introduce debutantes.  We don’t know that one can draw much of a com-
parison between MVYC Commodores and “debutantes,” but one of 
the purposes of our Commodore's Ball is certainly introductions. It is a tradition in most yacht clubs to recognize those 
who volunteer their time to serve and lead the Club. At some Clubs, the event is held specifically to recognize the current 
Commodore. At others, like MVYC, we recognize all of our Commodores. MVYC Commodores are indeed a unique, di-
verse, and sometimes quirky group, but they all share one thing in common – years of service to, and a great passion for 
MVYC. 
 
It is the duty of MVYC volunteers, led this year by Christine Stavropoulos, to put on the Commodore's Ball and the man-
ner in which they choose to recognize our Commodore is at their discretion. Some years, we’ve heard details of their ac-
complishments as Commodore, others, a bit about what else was going on at the club during their tenure. For sure, the 
Commodore's Ball has always included some good-hearted fun and frivolity.  This year promises to be no different! 
 
“A large, usually lavish, formal party…” may or may not describe our Ball. Having attended several other Club’s Commo-
dore's Balls in recent years, we can attest to the fact there are Clubs that put on events to rival a royal wedding in their lav-
ishness and excess - tuxedos and evening gowns, $100+ per plate dinners, and a “Grand March” of dignitaries – but 
MVYC’s, while still a “formal” affair, is a bit less dramatic. Like any event at our Club, it is primarily for the enjoyment and 
sociability of all of our members, not just those being recognized and introduced.  That brings us to “… featuring social 
dancing…” This is definitely a part of the MVYC Commodore's Ball. Like all of our events at MVYC, the fun is always the 
social part. All in all, the Commodore's Ball is a great opportunity to enjoy a wonderful meal, dance a to a great DJ and just 
spend some time socializing with your fellow members and friends of Mount Vernon Yacht Club. 
 
The details: 
 
Date:  Saturday, November 7th 
Location: Mount Vernon Country Club 
Time: 6PM 
Cost:  $70.00 per person 
Attire: Semi-Formal, black tie/tux optional 
 
The event will start at 6PM with a cocktail reception and appetizers. 
 
On the menu at 7PM:   Salad: Boston Bibb salad with mandarin oranges, hearts of palm and a citrus dressing.  Entrée: Pe-
tite filet mignon paired with a crab cake, 
fingerling potatoes, brusel sprouts with caramelized onions and bacon (for those with shellfish allergies, you'll be able to 
request an additional filet, in lieu of a crab cake, upon seating).  Desert: Apple tart with cinnamon ice cream 
 
Cash Bar Menu:  Beer:    $4.00  Wine:    $5.00  Rail:   $6.00  Premium: $7.00 
 
Finally, this is a wonderful event that sets the tone for the next year at Mount Vernon Yacht Club.  If it's your first time, or 
you've been to many, please consider being part this annual event to help usher MVYC into 2016 with style and merriment.  
Did we mention the entirely too much fun post party event at MVYC...?  For those who schedule child care, many head 
back to MVYC for a few nightcap(s) and some late night camaraderie.  Should you have any questions, comments or con-
cerns, please contact Social at:  social@mvyc.net.  Hoping to see you there,  MVYC Social Gene Diotalevi & Christine 
Stavropoulos 

mailto:social@mvyc.net
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The 2015 Alexandria DC Holiday Boat Parade of Lights  

Saturday December 5, 2015 
 

         Registration and event information at -- www.dcboatparade.eventbrite.com 

 
All registration ends Friday, November 20 

Parade participation is limited to 60 boats 
 

Alexandria Parade Staging: 5pm 

Parade Begins in Alexandria: 5:30pm 

Parade Sails Across Potomac to DC: 6pm 

Private Captain and Crew After Party: 8pm 

 

A Captain’s $100 thank you gift for all boaters who crossed the Potomac from Alexandria 

to Washington, DC 

Commemorative 2015 Long-Sleeve Parade of Lights T-Shirts for pre-registered Captain and crew 

(Captain and up to 8 additional crew) 

 

Captain’s After Party in DC: 

Private Captain’s After Party begins at 8pm at The Wharf offices at 650 Water Street SW. After Par-

ty limited to Captain and up to 7 additional pre-registered crew per vessel (8 total). Private After Par-

ty will feature live music, hot hors d‘oeuvres, cash bar, Parade awards and prize distribution. The 

Captain’s After Party is a ticketed event. Tickets will be distributed by Eventbrite through the regis-

tration system. No exceptions will be made to non-registered boats. 

 

Prizes are limited to pre-registered slip holders. Pre-registration and boat decorating includes 2 tick-

ets to After Party. Lighted boat prizes will be distributed at Captain’s After Party. Party is a ticketed 

event, distributed by EventBrite through the registration system–no exceptions will be made to boats 

that are not registered.  

http://www.dcboatparade.eventbrite.com/


 

Note:  The Beacon Calendar is copied from the MVYC online calendar.  Event information changes 

after the Beacon is printed.   Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

 

November 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 Yoga 4 5 Garden Club/

Membership Mtg 

6 Yoga/TGIF 7 Commodore’s 

Ball 

8 9 10 Yoga 11 12 13 Yoga/TGIF 14 Rental/ Wine 

Tasting 

15 16 Board Mtg 17 Yoga 18 19 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

20 Yoga/TGIF 21 

22 23 24 Yoga 25 26 27 Yoga/TGIF 28 

29 30      

December 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Yoga 2 3 Garden Club/

Membership Mtg 

4 Yoga 5 

6 7 8 Yoga 9 10 11 Yoga/No TGIF 12 Adult Christmas 

Party 

13 Children’s 

Christmas Party 

14 15 Yoga 16 17 Coast Guard Aux 18 Yoga 19 

20 21 Board Mtg 22 Yoga 23 24 25 Yoga/ No TGIF 26 

27 28 29 Yoga 30 31   
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