
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

Commissioning Day is just a few days away and we have a great event planned again this year!  
The weather seems to have finally broken and we’re all looking forward to another great boat-
ing and swimming season.  I hope to see everyone on the Point on Sunday to celebrate the 
coming season.  We’ll also be saying good-bye to Senator Toddy Puller and Supervisor Gerry 
Hyland who are both retiring this year.  MVYC owes both of them a debt of gratitude as they 
have been staunch supporters of our Club for many years.  Gerry was particularly helpful 

when we built the new Clubhouse.  So please come out and help us wish them well!  You’ll find us all on the 
Point on Sunday May 3rd, right next to the new flagpole. 

Yes, I said new flagpole!  Nobody I’ve found is quite sure exactly how long the current one has been in place 
(perhaps a special prize for any reader who actually knows….) but it has served us well.  However, the last 
two years that we’ve done the maintenance required to get it ready for Old Glory, we’ve found that about the 
only things holding it together were rust and countless coats of paint.  None of us were too excited about 
sitting under it through any more rounds of canon shots so, as I type this the installation has begun! 

Thanks to member Mike Holland and his crew of helpers including Jeff Kirkland, Jim Gordon, Tony Pic-
ciano and anyone else he could grab along the way, we now have an upgraded Wi-Fi system!  The signal now 
reaches all the docks and is a considerable improvement over our outdated system.  It’s hard to believe that 
we can call something outdated that we didn’t even have a few years ago but that’s progress for you!  Check 
around the clubhouse for the new sign on instructions or ask a Board member. 

The Marina didn’t escape the winter unscathed but thanks to Alexi and Mike we’ve been able to get a pile 

driver to arrange to come by and reset several pilings that were pulled out place by the ice.  Despite deploying 

bubblers around the marina to keep the ice at bay, the bitter cold was too much for them. 

Keep an eye on the on-line calendar.  If you’re ever looking for something to do you won’t have to look past 

our web site.  Our Social Committee, in coordination with our Sail and Power Fleets for some events, have a 

fun packed year put together.  There are boat trips, raft ups, and parties galore.  Sponsored and Themed 

TGIFs are at an all-time high so there’s no reason not to come out and join the fun at your Club.  See you 

there! 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 
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Come Celebrate the Beginning of the 2015 Boating Season! 

The MVYC 2015 Commissioning Day for 2015 is Sunday, 3 May.  So mark your calendars and come cele-
brate the launch of our boating season!  The ceremony will be brief, beginning promptly at 2:00 pm, with 

remarks by our Commodore and  VIPs.  After toasting the fleets and a performance by the U.S. Coast 
Guard Honor Guard’s Silent Drill Team,  we will adjourn to a picnic this year.  Children welcome!  For the 

dress code—“blue and white” nautical colors are nice but not mandatory.   If you have any questions or 
want to volunteer to help the organizing committee, please call Susan Schultz at 703-830-1380.   

 See you on the 3rd of May! 
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Marina Update 

 

By Marina Co-Chairs Alexi Stavropoulos  

& Mike Phelps 

 

As the weather has finally started to cooperate our marina is 
starting to come alive again. The shrink wrap has been re-
moved from the boats. Many boats have been moved back 
to their assigned slips and every day another boat is return-
ing to its summer home on the water. The damaged pilings 
on outer W have been repaired. Steve Johnson and his crew 
from Triple Crown Marine came through for us just in time. 
We have turned the water back on all the docks and found 
that some of the handles some faucets are damaged. If you 
notice any issues with water spigots contact us so we can 
arrange to have them repaired.  

If gas prices remain continue to remain low we will have a 
very active boating season. Last month Mike Phelps held a 
meeting at the club for the gas dock volunteers. There was 
good attendance and many who couldn’t make it emailed 
and signed up though we still have many open slots to fill. 
Several members signed up for two weekends of gas duty. 
We have several open weekend over the summer but and 
we need to fill in weekends in September and October. The 
gas dock is open on Saturdays and Sundays between 10am 
and 12pm. We need to fill the remaining open slots. If you 
haven’t signed up or would like to volunteer please contact 
Mike at marina@mvyc.net 

Our last task is to deploy the no wake buoys and our red 
turning buoy. We will be reaching out to our volunteers for 
assistance in the next couple of weeks. Have a safe and en-
joyable boating season.  

Upcoming Meetings at MVYC 

By Club Secretary Pat McCarthy 

Membership Meetings (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 

May 7 

June 4 

at 8 pm  

1st Thurs of the month  

Board Meetings  (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 

May 18  

June 15 

at 7:30 pm  

3rd Mon of the month 
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House Update:  Good News!  I found your stuff! 
By Amy Walker 

In an effort to keep the kitchen counters clear, I have designated a cabinet as the “Lost & Found Cabinet”- so 
if you forgot your casserole dish, basket, wine tote or soft cooler at a function, you now know where to look. 
The “Lost & Found Cabinet”  is the lower cabinet next to the tablecloth cabinet and is labeled as such. We are 
currently working on the Front Entrance and Portico. So if you see chipped paint thereabouts, don’t panic. It 
has been power washed. We will be stripping it then priming and painting it in time for Commissioning Day. 
Thanks to Peter Kneteman, Jim Gordon, Phil Douffas and David Walker for their time and effort with this 
project. 

As always, please be sure to draw down the shades and turn off lights/TV’s before you leave the clubhouse. 

    And... Thanks for not buying more ketchup to fill up the fridge! 

Membership News 
By Membership Chair Larry Ichter 

Farewell— Lew and Mike Wetzel 
Long time members Lew and Mike Wetzel have resigned due to inactivity and health issues.  They joined in 1965 and have been mem-
bers for almost 50 years.  Lew was always active in the sail fleet and produced the handicaps for the cruising and racing class boats. He is 
a member of Cold Fusion Jazz Quartet that includes former member and Commodore Bruce Valley.  Cold Fusion has provided enter-
tainment at the Club on numerous occasions.  Mike was active producing the Beacon.  We wish the Wetzel’s the best and thanks for all 
their contributions. 

Welcome Aboard — John and Angie Gaydos 
New members John and Angie Gaydos joined the Club in March.  John and 
Angie have several friends in the Club and have joined us for a number of 
parties and TGIF’s.  They have been Mount Vernon area residents for the 
past 14 years, relocating back to Northern Virginia after a five-year stint in 
Southern California.  

John has been in the security industry for over 25 years and is currently Vice 
President of the Federal Systems Division for Tyco Integrated Security.  Pre-
viously an interior decorator, Angie is now a stay at home mother, caring for 
& chauffeuring around their son Zachary.  Zach, who is in 8th grade at St Ste-
phens and St Agnes, enjoys lacrosse, water polo, snowboarding and boating.  

They own a 24’ Sylvan powerboat that they will be docking at the Club.   

 

 

New Member Application 

An application has been posted downstairs at the Clubhouse for Arthur and Ann Barletta.  They have been endorsed by 
James Fletcher and Jim Borches.  The application will be posted until May 24.  Members are encouraged to review the appli-
cation.  Any comments should be forwarded to Larry Ichter. 
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CBYCA Update  
By Jerry Nissley 

The CBYCA membership met on 18 Apr at Eastern Yacht Club in Essex, Maryland. 

The primary speaker was Donna Morrow, Program Manager, Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources, Boating Services Unit, who spoke about the Maryland Clean Mari-
nas program. Virginia has a branch of the Clean Waters program as well. 

CBYCA Roster Books were handed out and will be available to MVYC at our next 
membership meeting.  Extra copies will be left in the second floor bar area for you to 
take with you. 

This is the beginning of boating season and it is a good time to have a Vessel Safety 
Check (VSC) performed. This service takes 30-45 minutes and can be performed in your driveway, in a slip or at the launch 
ramp. Boats that pass are awarded a distinctive decal that alerts the Coast Guard, marine police and Harbor Patrol that your 
boat is in compliance with the current Federal and State laws. It also gives you peace of mind that you and your family and 
friends are safe while spending time on your vessel. Schedule your free vessel safety check early and set a good example as a 
safe recreational boater. You can do this online at Virtual Vessel Safety Check: 

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=v-
dept&category=virtual-safety-check 

Recall on Kidde fire extinguishers - http://www.cpsc.gov/
en/Recalls/2015/Kidde-Recalls-Disposable-Plastic-Fire-
Extinguishers/#.VSQUbPxrinw.email 

Next delegates meeting is August 22 at Baltimore Yacht 
Club in Baltimore MD; uniform is Whites. 

For more information on CBYCA please visit their website: 
www.cbyca.org.   

CBYCA Newsletter - http://www.cbyca.org/
Chartroom_Chatter.htm  

Grounds Update  
By Grounds Director Terry Stott 

A Special note of thanks from the Grounds Director:  As I sit and type this note, muscles still aching from many weeds 
pulled and many bags of mulch carried, I want personally thank those volunteers who came to the club on Saturday to pull 
weeds, trim branches and spread mulch during our Spring clean-up day. 

They include:  Susan Schutt, Susan Schumacher, Peter Baldwin, Jess and Matt Flesch, Linda Brown, Cathy Stott, Jay Rupp, 
Claudia Reinsel, Dan and Chris O’Keefe, Jim Harrison, Jan Mutnick, McKie Campbell, Bear Bryant, Mike Spollen, Angie 
and John Gaydos, Jerry Gray and Rob Catron. 

Without them we could not have gotten done what we did, which included cleaning up the flower beds, cutting up drift 
wood and, of course mulch.  Unfortunately, we only had about 20 volunteers on hand to help, and although we accom-
plished a great deal,  we have a significant list of items that still remains to be accomplished to ensure the club looks its best 
for the  Commissioning day and summer season.  

As boating season ramps up, weekends will become busy and time limited, I will be asking for one more attempt to com-
plete clean up and trimming, soon before the weather gets to warm and schedules busy. 

In closing I want those that were here, what a great job they did and how much I appreciate their participation and encour-
age everyone to look for the next spring clean-up day!  

http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=v-dept&category=virtual-safety-check
http://wow.uscgaux.info/content.php?unit=v-dept&category=virtual-safety-check
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/2015/Kidde-Recalls-Disposable-Plastic-Fire-Extinguishers/#.VSQUbPxrinw.email
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/2015/Kidde-Recalls-Disposable-Plastic-Fire-Extinguishers/#.VSQUbPxrinw.email
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/Recalls/2015/Kidde-Recalls-Disposable-Plastic-Fire-Extinguishers/#.VSQUbPxrinw.email
http://www.cbyca.org
http://www.cbyca.org/Chartroom_Chatter.htm
http://www.cbyca.org/Chartroom_Chatter.htm


P A G E  5  

 

Pool Update  
By Pool Director Rob Catron 

Well, the pool covers are off!  We will make a few repairs, install a new diving board, and the pool will open on Saturday, 
May 30 at 11a.m.  During the hot summer months, the pool deck becomes the center of social activities at MVYC.  We host 
swim team practices, swim meets, picnics, lazy afternoon gatherings, the new member party, impromptu pizza parties, and 
of course, our holiday family events  Swimming is great exercise so come on over to the pool to get in shape. 

Our biggest event of the season is MVYC’s Independence Day Celebration—a full day of fun with softball, delicious lunch 
offerings from the Swim Team, pool games, the splash contest and (smuggled) fireworks.  Make a note on your calendar to 
spend the Fourth of July at MVYC. 

If you have ever dreamed of volunteering on the pool committee, it is easier than you think.  There are a number of fun 
ways to assist the Club’s effort to keep the pool open for more than 100 days.  Please contact Rob Catron, your Pool Direc-
tor, at rjcatron@gmail.com to learn more. 

I will send a separate notice to the membership with the hours of pool operation and special events we have on the sched-

ule.  See you at the pool! 
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Social Update  
By Social Committee Co-Chair Christine Stavropoulos 

Mark your calendars as May is a busy month for MVYC:  Our Family Friendly TGIF will be held on Friday, May 1st, hosted 
by Petra Gray and Blair Beggan.  

On Sunday, May 3rd, at 2:00 pm, the Club celebrates is annual Commissioning Day and Blessing of the Fleets.  The brief cer-
emony is intended to safeguard crews and ships from the seas.  The United States Coast Guard Ceremonial Honor guard 
Silent Drill Team will perform.  If you plan to attend, please RSVS to events@mvyc.net.  While lunch is being provided at 
no charge, this helps us get an accurate count for our champagne toast, as well as other beverages and food.   

On Saturday, May 9th, Blair, Pam and Grace Beggan will be hosting our annual Ladies Tea in the clubhouse from 3:00 to 
5:00 pm.  Grab your best gal pal, sister or mother and spend a very lovely afternoon enjoying the company of other women. 

Trish and Terry Enright will be hosting the TGIF on Friday, May 15th – be sure to bring a dish to share and enjoy winding 
down the week at the TGIF.   

The Committee is always looking for folks to host TGIFs. There is very little work involved in hosting a TGIF-- bring some 
appetizers, set up a few tables and everyone who attends brings a dish to share.   

Have a great idea for a social event? Contact Social Chairs Gene or Christine at social@mountvernonyachtclub.com 
 
Thanks to all who support our social activities – we can't do it without you. 

 

 

mailto:events@mvyc.net
mailto:social@mountvernonyachtclub.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

On Your Mark!  By Sherry Catron, Swim Team Representative 

Though the pool is not open, a lot of planning as taken place to make this another great swim season. Coach Mark Murray 
is returning for his fifth season to lead our mighty Dolphins and Mark Mattis (who we affectionately call Little Mark) will be 
back for one final season this year as well before joining the Navy.  
 
For those new to club or haven’t yet tried spending the summer with us, our objective is for each child to have fun while 
learning to improve his or her overall physical fitness and swimming skills.  We emphasize development of swimming skills 
and team sportsmanship. Each swimmer should work equally hard for him or herself and for the team. Daily practices pro-
vide the swimmers with skills necessary to be a viable part of the swim team.  It is not all work either, there are games of 
Sharks and Minnows, Fun Fridays, lots of popsicles and other pool gatherings for parents and swimmers to enjoy.  We have 
5 dual meets this year on Saturdays and even take a break for July 4th.  
   
If you are interested in joining our team I encourage you to join us Sunday, May 17 at 5pm for our Potluck Kickoff Ban-
quet. You can chat with team members and see first hand how much fun we have together. Please email me at saca-
tron@verizon.net for more information or checkout our team website at http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?
team=recdcclmvyc 
  

IMPORTANT DATES: 
 

May 17, 2015  - Kickoff Banquet at MVYC Clubhouse – 5:00pm 
 

May 26, 2015 - First Day of Practice – 8 years old and Unders 4:30-5:30pm at the Pool;  9 years old and Over 5:30-6:30pm 
 

June 13, 2015 – First Swim Meet at Mount Vernon Country Club 
 

Calling all MVYC Mothers, Daugh-

ters, Sisters, Nieces, and BFF’s… 

it’s time for tea! 

  

Please join us, and  

feel free to bring guests! 

 

Saturday, May 9th, 3:00 - 5:00 pm 

MVYC Clubhouse 

 

Please RSVP to Pam Beggan (703) 360-9016  

or Blair Beggan at bbeggan@aams.org. 

mailto:sacatron@verizon.net
mailto:sacatron@verizon.net
http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=recdcclmvyc
http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=recdcclmvyc
mailto:bbeggan@aams.org


 

Note:  Calendar and event information often change after the Beacon is printed.   

Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

May 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Family Friendly 

TGIF 

2 House Rental 

3 Commissioning 

Day at MVYC 

4 5 6 7 Garden Club/ 

Membership Mtg 

8 TGIF 9 Mother’s Day 

Tea/ MVYC Photo 

Shoot 

10 11 12 13 14 15 TGIF 16 

17 18 Board Mtg 19 20 21 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

22 TGIF 23 Memorial Day 

Raft Up 

24 25 26 27 28 29 TGIF 30 

31       

June 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 Garden Club/ 

Membership Mtg 

5 TGIF– Family 

Friendly 

6 

7 8 9 10 11 House Rental 12 TGIF 13 

14 15 Board Mtg 16 17 18 Coast Guard 

Auxiliary Mtg 

19 TGIF 20 House Rental 

21 22 23 24 25 26 TGIF 27 

28 29 30     
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