
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

 How did this happen?  I’m getting ready to winterize the boat and the Holidays are upon us 
already!  Time indeed, flies.  It’s hard to believe it’s time to look back on MVYC’s year and 
to look forward to 2016.  We had a pretty decent year overall.  While we had an almost dou-
ble-than-usual number of members lost during the year, Membership Chair Larry Ichter has 
done a tremendous job of keeping our collective heads above water.  We’ve recovered to 

220 members as I write this.  While we know to expect about a dozen or so families to leave over the win-
ter, Larry’s already working hard to keep our progress going. 

Three Directors, Jeff Kirkland, Mike Phelps and Terry Stott, are leaving the Board this year and I want to 
thank each of them for all the hours of work they’ve put in for all of us over the past two years.  While they 
won’t be on the Board in 2016, Jeff has agreed to continue to help with Security as we work on an upgrade 
to our access control system and Mike has agreed to continue to manage the gas dock operation.  Terry 
recently led the fall clean up and had a great turnout.  Thanks to all who helped.  This month we welcome 
our new Directors, John Binette, Gene Diotalevi, and Monika Ortiz.  They’re already working to make 
2016 another great year for the Club.  (Continued on page three.) 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 
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House Update  
Submitted by House Director Amy Walker 

 
Thankfully the house duties have been a little light this past month. The facing on the kitchen 
drawer that had fallen off has been repaired. Ice Maker on pool deck has been winterized. 
Thanks to Pat McCarthy and Steve Donock who are fixing our Big Ben Clock. Funny how it is 
stuck on Happy Hour time! The Social Closet in the upstairs Ladies Room has been cleaned out 
and reorganized. All tubs have been labeled by party so.... check there before you go buy more 
decorations. Just a pleasant reminder that club supplies (table cloths, cups, plates, etc) are for 
club sponsored events only. Private parties/Rentals must bring their own supplies. As always 
before you leave the clubhouse, drop the shades, turn off TV's/lights and make sure beer cool-
ers /doors are locked.  Have a Great Holiday Season!  
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Membership Updates 

 

By Membership Chair Larry Ichter 

Welcome Aboard   

Jim Robinson and Anne Alford are our newest members 
and are also Yacht Haven residents.  They bought and 
moved into the Casey’s house just up the street from the 
Club earlier this year.  Jim is originally from Seattle and at-
tended the Air Force Academy.  He retired after 24 years in 
the Air Force and is now a pilot working for UPS out of 
Anchorage, Alaska.  Anne, originally from Dayton, Ohio, 
attended Southern Seminary (now Southern Virginia Uni-
versity) and works as a preschool teacher at Aldersgate 
Methodist Church.   

Upcoming Meetings at MVYC 

By Club Secretary Pat McCarthy 

Membership Meetings (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Dec 3 
Jan 7 
at 8 pm  
1st Thurs of the month 

 

Board Meetings  (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Dec 21 
Jan 18 
at 7:30 pm  
3rd Mon of the month

Junior Commodore’s Ball 
Submitted by Amy Walker, Pic by Gene Diotalevi 
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Commodore’s Comments (continued) 
Just a quick look back at some of the things we accomplished – some seen and some behind the scenes – during the 
year.  With a lot of help from Mark Murray, our pool contractor, and Club member Paul Whitridge, Rob Catron kept 
the pool going strong all year.  We identified a significant leak and were able to repair it and prevent further damage to 
the integrity of the pool – for now.  The old girl is getting a bit long in the tooth but we’re doing what we can to keep 
her going. 

We purchased a new portable PA system for use at Club events.  In keeping up with the times, this one is not only 
simple to store and use, it’s got Bluetooth for music and thanks to Amazon Prime, arrived in two days with free ship-
ping!  Speaking of Amazon Prime (not a shameless plug, but a fact), House Director Amy Walker has been able to save 
us considerable time and money by using them for ordering some of our consumables around the Club.  Plus, we can 
now keep better track of our inventory and usage. 

Outgoing Grounds Director Terry Stott was able to get us out of a bad arrangement with our trash collection company 
and got us a much better deal – with better service – that will not only save us money, but give us much more flexibil-
ity.  He also put together a work party to replace the failing (and in some cases already failed) grills on the Point. 

Vice-Commodore and outgoing Marina Co-Chair Alexi Stavrolpoulos has a new ice machine coming for the marina.  
No more stealing ice from the pool and Clubhouse!  We had the pad for it poured when we re-paved the lot and will 
be building a protective cover for it over the winter. 

Past Commodore Ron Reinsel worked with the County for the better part of the year to come up with a workable plan 
for the outlot.  We have a contract in place for the removal of a number of trees and debris and clean-up of the lot.  
We will be replanting the area beginning in the spring.  This was not a small task and I thank Ron for all his hard work 
on this project.  He has also begun to work on a plan for our infrastructure.  Not only is the Club nearing 60, the Club-
house is 15!  He’s building a database to help us in planning for the long-term maintenance issues that come with our 
age. 

I could use many pages and still not hit everything but, then I wouldn’t have any room for 2016. Your Board is work-
ing on a budget that will be voted on at January’s membership meeting.  So, we won’t be taking much of a Holiday 
break.  Treasurer Dan O’Keefe did a very good job of monitoring our budget this year and we feel we’ll be able to ac-
complish a few more improvements for the membership experience. 

Throughout the year you’ve heard me ask the membership for ideas of things they would like to see around the Club.  
One thing that kept coming up was a shelter for the Point.  A place where members, and their guests, could run to to 
escape rain – or even the heat – from time to time.  We believe there is room for this in the budget next year.  But, and 
this is key, only if we have help from the members.  This is in the preliminary stages and we hope to have a few ideas 
for the members to consider over the winter.  To keep this affordable we will need to build it ourselves.  There’s a lot 
talent around MVYC and I’m confident we can do this. 

You’ve heard me emphasize the importance of volunteers at membership meetings and in the Beacon, and our need 
for even more people to help in a lot of ways is growing.  We need the help from as many people as possible.  Any vol-
unteer organization struggles with getting more people involved.  We do pretty well but, we can do even better.  We 
ask for a payment in lieu of volunteer work.  Frankly, while we can always use extra money, what we really need is peo-
ple.  Please take the request for volunteer sign up you’ll see next month seriously.  I assure you that your Board and I 
will do the same. 

We’ve got a great 60th Anniversary Year planned.  Special burgees have been ordered and I hope to see them 
flying on boats as soon as we’re once again back on the water.  Here’s wishing everyone a very happy and 
healthy Holiday Season! 
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Social Update  
By Christine Stavropoulos & Gene Diotalevi 

As we write this article, it’s hard to believe that Thanksgiving is just a few days away. If membership is the lifeblood of 
Mount Vernon Yacht Club, then our social calendar is the heart that keeps the lifeblood flowing.  Over our two years as 
Social Committee Chairs, we’ve worked very hard to take a holistic approach and include all members’ interests and abili-
ties.  As such, we were able to create a few new social events, such as the New Year’s Brunch, Family-Friendly TGIFs, and 
themed TGIFs.  We also breathed new life into existing events, such as Commissioning Day and the Children’s Holiday 
Party.  Additionally, we put in place a new process for club rentals and TGIF scheduling.  All of this forward movement 
was due in large part to the great participation in Social Committee meetings and interest on the part of members, old and 
new.  We wanted to take this moment to thank everyone for their support over the past two years.  As we move into 2016, 
it is our hope that the amazing support we received will be passed on to your new Social Committee Chair, Monika Ortiz. 

 

The Commodore’s Ball, with 81 people in attendance, was an enchanting evening enjoyed by all.  Everyone in attendance 
would like to thank MC Chris Ruckman (with special musical guest Peyton Lawrimore), who made us laugh so hard our 
sides hurt.  Well-deserved recognition also goes to the wonderful committee, whose hard work and attention to those spe-
cial details made this ball one of our club’s most successful events.   

 

We have two traditional events in December, our Adult Holiday Party and our Children’s Holiday Party.  The Adult Holi-
day party will be hosted by Revae Moran and Susan Schumacher on Saturday, December 12th at 6 pm.  The Social Commit-
tee will be providing ham and lasagna.  Please bring your best appetizer, side dish or dessert to share.   

 

On Sunday, December 13th at 3:00 p.m., we will have our Children’s Holiday Party, hosted by Gene Diotalevi and Peyton 
Lawrimore.  Last year, the Children’s Holiday Party raised approximately $1,000 in toy and cash donations for Children’s 
National Medical Center.  We are again partnering with Children’s National Medical Center, and we are asking for dona-
tions of unwrapped toys and games for Children’s Doctor Bear’s Closet.  MVYC kids will be making holiday cards for the 
patients at Children’s National Medical Center and Santa will be there to collect the cards and donations.  Traci Newcomb 
will be showing kids how to make a holiday craft, which we are sure you’ll want to put on your tree!  Please note that even 
if you are not attending the Children’s Holiday Party, you can leave a donation for the patients at Children’s National Medi-
cal Center under the Mount Vernon Christmas tree. 

 

On New Year’s Day, January 1, at 12:00 noon, Gene and Peyton are hosting, for the third year, a bring-your-leftovers New 
Year’s Brunch.  Bring your leftover bubbly from the night before, and we’ll provide the orange juice for mimosas.   

 

The Social Committee chairs would like to thank all who supported our social activities over the last two years – we could-
n’t have done it without you!  We’re passing the torch to Monika, who we know will bring new ideas and continued excite-
ment to the social calendar. 

 

Gene & Christine 

 



Member Spotlight—Dick McCormack 
Contributed by Steve Donock, from Stonehill College Alumni Magazine— full article here: http://www.stonehill.edu/
alumni-mag-fall-2015/features/living-proof/  

I always knew him to be an interesting character, but you 
just can’t make this stuff up!  Dick is truly one of a kind! 

He’s met John F. Kennedy, Johnny Carson, Frank Sinatra, 
and a pope—and that was just Richard McCormack’s first 
act! To say that McCormack has led an interesting life is an 
understatement. He’s moonlighted as a nightclub singer, 
sung on Johnny Carson’s Tonight Show, created his own 
vineyard and spent 35 years in public service—all this 
while raising 10 children. Read the full article at http://
www.stonehill.edu/alumni-mag-fall-2015/features/living-
proof/  

     (McCormack on the MVYC Point)        
 (McCormack talks with President  John F. Kennedy in 1960, 
outside of the U.S. Grant Hotel in San Diego.) 

 

(Johnny Carson thanks McCormack for appearing on "The Tonight Show.")         (McCormack is blessed by Pope Pius XII) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stonehill.edu/alumni-mag-fall-2015/features/living-proof/
http://www.stonehill.edu/alumni-mag-fall-2015/features/living-proof/
http://www.stonehill.edu/alumni-mag-fall-2015/features/living-proof/
http://www.stonehill.edu/alumni-mag-fall-2015/features/living-proof/
http://www.stonehill.edu/alumni-mag-fall-2015/features/living-proof/
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Social Update #2 
Social Chair Monika Ortiz’ Bio—Helpfully contributed by Monika at the Board’s request 

Born and raised in the Czech Republic, Monika now resides in Yacht Haven with her husband Jimmy and her two spoiled 

Boston's "George and Pixie". They moved in the neighborhood in January 2008. Their dream was to have a house with a 

garden and plenty of space for the puppies to run free. Jimmy and Monika have been boating since 2003 and wanted to live 

closer to the water. They both agree they found a little piece of heaven here and more. A great group of friends and neigh-

bors who share their passion for boating, eating good food and enjoying life. 

Monika Ortiz is an office/account manager for a beverage company in Alexandria. When she is not working, she is an avid 

gardener, bee keeper, crafter and home maker. In her down time she can be found grazing the pages of the Urban Farmer or 

culinary magazines and watching the birds out of her window. She is looking forward to her new role in the MVYC and is 

excited to contribute her time and abilities. 
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Wine Fleet Update 
Submitted by Wine Fleet Captain Jayne Brady Prescott 

The fourth annual MVYC wine tasting attracted a lively group of oenophiles on Saturday, November 14. This year’s event 
featured five wines from Virginia’s DuCard Vineyards 
paired with a selection of food to complement each of 
the wines. Vineyard owner Scott Eliff regaled the group 
with stories of how he started the winery along with the 
ups and downs of annually producing 2000 cases of 
wine.  The event marked the first time a single vineyard’s 
wines were poured at MVYC. Included in the flights 
were, Rose, Viognier, Merlot, Petit Verdot and a port 
style dessert wine called C’est trop. The Wine Lovers 
Committee, newly named the Wine Fleet, sponsored the 
event, chose the food, poured the wine, and laid out a 
buffet following the tasting.  The event wouldn’t have 
been such a success without this dedicated group of Wine 
Fleet volunteers: Linda and Fred Brown, Lori Wallace, 
Stephanie Castor, Gail Mlinarchik,Trish and Terry En-
right, Cathy and Terry Stott, Michael and Jayne Prescott, 
Chris and Lauren Bazel, Linda and Suds Sudhoff and 
Dan O’Keefe. The next Wine Fleet event is scheduled for 
Valentine’s Day. 

Want to be in charge of the MVYC Beacon? 
Our current editor has been pinch-hitting as a favor to the club.  Why not let your fresh ideas take rein over our newsletter.  

Please email beacon@mvyc.net—and you can take charge of the Beacon!     



 

Note:  The Beacon Calendar is copied from the MVYC online calendar.  Event information changes 

after the Beacon is printed.   Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

 

December 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Yoga 2 3 Garden Club/

Membership Mtg 

4 Yoga 5 

6 7 8 Yoga 9 10 11 Yoga/No TGIF 12 Adult Christmas 

Party 

13 Children’s 

Christmas Party 

14 15 Yoga 16 17 Coast Guard Aux 18 Yoga/ Birthday 

TGIF 

19 

20 21 Board Mtg 22 Yoga 23 24 25 Yoga/ No TGIF 26 

27 28 29 Yoga 30 31   

January 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Yoga/New Year’s 

Brunch 

2 

3 4 5 Yoga 6 7 Garden Club/

Membership Mtg 

8 Yoga/TGIF B 

Dock 

9 

10 11 12 Yoga 13 14 15 Yoga 16 

17 18 Board Mtg 19 Yoga 20 21 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg. 

22 Yoga/Yachtzee 

TGIF 

23 

24 25 26 Yoga 27 28 29 Yoga/TGIF 30 

31       
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