
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

Welcome back from Summer Vacation!  It’s hard to believe that “summer” is winding 
down, but we can’t stop the calendar.  Yes, it’s September and the kids are back in school, 
most of our long boat trips are complete and traffic is back to, well, sadly – bad.  While 
things slowed down a bit for the summer, MVYC was busy both at home and away.  You’ll 
read about most of it elsewhere in the Beacon but thanks to all who helped with some short 

notice projects around the marina, house and pool.  It seems things don’t stop breaking or needing atten-
tion while the rest of us are on vacation! 

As you know, we lost more than our fair share of members over the last year.  Membership Chair Larry 
Ichter has been working hard and we’re coming back!  Our members are the lifeblood of the Club and it’s 
been great to see new members already getting involved at social events and work parties around MVYC. 

September also brings with it the return of our membership meetings.  Mark your calendars!  We will kick 
off the fall with a guest speaker.  Detective Joe Sorrentino, from the Fairfax County Police Child Exploita-
tion Squad will be giving a presentation on some of the latest trends on how parents can best protect their 
children from on line predators.  He’ll be covering subjects including “sexting”, on line chatting and pro-
grams to be aware of that are being used to make contact with children.  While not terribly related to boat-
ing and swimming, this is a subject of great interest and concern for our MVYC families with children liv-
ing at home.  Detective Sorrentino will also address any related questions or issues you would like to bring 
up.  His presentation will begin at 7 PM, an hour before our regular meeting. 

Our social program is also charging into the month with several events scheduled.  The Labor Day Raft-
Up, The Wounded Warriors Picnic and Okoberfest all make September a month to enjoy.  Details on all 
these events are included in this issue and you’ll be hearing more about them from the folks coordinating 
each one. 

In case you didn’t hear, at the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association Float-In in July, MVYC won the 
PRYCA Cup for the third year in a row!  The Float-In is an event that draws together boats from over 20 
Yacht Clubs up and down the River.  Teams, some rather loosely formed, get together for a mostly friendly 
competition including on-the-water safety events and an actual written Navigation Rule test.  Team Captain 
Judy McCarthy led the crews of CourtShip, Docket, Irish Breeze, Nauti-Care, Pop-Pop, SeaBraT, Sea-Ya, 
and John Nelson, who hopped a ride down on an enemy boat, and Dan, Debbie and Sarah from Port of 
Washington (I did say loosely formed) to victory!  As this is MVYC’s third year in a row in the Winner’s 
Circle, the trophy is now retired and on permanent display in OUR Clubhouse.  Congratulations to all! 

Here’s hoping for a nice late summer season that will keep us outside and enjoying our great Club.  There’s 
still a lot of time for outdoor fun on the Point and on the docks before we have to move inside to the 
warmth of the fireplace. 

 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 
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Membership Updates 

 

By Membership Director Larry Ichter 

Welcome Aboard 

Dan Venne joined the Club in June.  
While driving around the area, he stum-
bling upon us at Commissioning Day and 
submitted his application the next day.  
Dan works for the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office as a Primary Patent Examiner.  

He retired from the Coast Guard in 2006 after serving for 
22 years.  Dan lives in Kingstowne with his two teenage 
daughters Kathryn and Alyssa and his nephew Josh.  Dan 
hopes to buy a powerboat and join the power fleet. 

Garrett Hothan and Emily Asmus 
live in Yacht Haven next door to Chris 
Ruckman and Diane Wilson.  They 
have a two-year-old daughter, Evelyn 
and are expecting her brother in the 
fall.  They were married in 2011 by 
fellow Club member Rocky Laha.  Garrett works as a 
Graphic Designer for the Navy.  Emily is employed by 
Booz Allen Hamilton as an Organizational Strategy Con-
sultant.  They hope to get their Lightning sailboat out on 
the water in the future.  

John and Rebekah Wharton are neighbors 
of Gerry and Petra Gray and have been to 
many of the events at the Club.  John is in 
the Army.  They have two children.  John 
Paul, 14 just finished his freshman year at 

Mount Vernon High School and is on the crew team, plays 
cello and is a Boy Scout.  Kate is 12 and attends St. Louis 
Catholic School.  She plays violin and is involved in ballet. 

Nick and Kathleen Widnell and their 11-
year-old son Liam are avid sailors.  They 
inherited a Precision 15 sailboat from Nick’s 
father.  Nick, a Pittsburgh native, is an anti-
trust lawyer in D.C.  Kathleen formerly was 
with the Red Cross National Headquarters 
but currently stays at home with Liam.  Liam is in 6th grade 
at The Edmund Burke School in D.C. and has completed 
sailing camps at the Washington Sailing Marina earning 
skippers licenses in both Sunfish and Flying Scots. 

Jason and Maren Calvert have two children, Braedon, 12 
and Teryn, 9.  They have enjoyed attending 
TGIFs and the Lobster Fest.  Jason spent 
eight years in the Navy and is now runs his 
own business specializing in maintenance 
management of small aircraft.  Maren is on 
active duty as a lawyer in the Air Force and 

is assigned to the Pentagon.  They have a South Bay pon-
toon boat docked at the Club. (continued page 3.) 

Upcoming Meetings at MVYC 

By Club Secretary Pat McCarthy 

Membership Meetings (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Sept 3 
Oct 1 
at 8 pm  
1st Thurs of the month 

 

Board Meetings  (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Sept 21 
Oct 19 
at 7:30 pm  
3rd Mon of the month
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Membership Updates (continued) 
Membership has been offered to Scott and Erica Kraft.  Also Shauna Hauser and Julie Rancont have been approved as 
Long-term Guests of Thomas and Robin Prinz. Information on them will be provided in the next Beacon. 

New Applicants 

Three new applications have been posted downstairs at the Clubhouse.  They include the following: 

Ed Lockard and Anne Dilallo – endorsed by Gail Richmond and Larry Ichter.  Posted until August 26. 

Jim Robinson and Anne Alford – Endorsed by Jay Rupp and Pam Beggan.  Posted until August 31. 

Brendan and Nicole Mahon – Endorsed by Lahn Servello and Larry Ichter.  Posted until September 18. 

Members are highly encouraged to review these applications.  Any comments should be forwarded to me at member-

ship@mvyc.net.     

House & Security Updates   
By House Director Amy Walker and Security Director Jeff Kirkland 

Hi All! Hope your summer has been eventful yet restful. We passed our yearly Fire/Alarm/Elevator Inspection with a few 
recommendations made and put into place. Should you happen to trip the alarm by accident, the company to call is written 
inside the control panel by the front door. The less fire trucks that arrive, the better! The water fountain by the downstairs 
men’s room and the Pool Entrance has been repaired thanks to Jeff Kirkland. The blind in the bar room has been repaired 
and reinstalled properly.  The Lost and Found Cabinet is getting pretty full. Your Items are missing you! Please stop by the 
kitchen to make sure nothing is yours.  As for security issues, several doors are being found left unlocked. This could se-
verely jeopardize our ABC License as well as promote damage to the clubhouse that we all are so very proud of. Let’s all try 
to be more diligent in keeping them locked. As always, be sure to turn off lights/ TV’s and lower the blinds before you 
leave.   

The Yacht Haven Garden Club is presenting their 32nd annual Fashion Show and Luncheon, “Rendezvous in Paris”, on 
Thursday, October 15, 2015, at 10am at the Fort Belvoir Officers Club in Alexandria.  Fashions for women of all sizes will 
be provided by Bloomingdales. Yacht Haven Garden Club works to further education in horticulture, floral design and con-
servation among its members and the surrounding community. To achieve these goals, our proceeds will be divided among 
the following projects and organizations: The American Horticulture Society (River Farm), The Univ. of Maryland (honey 
bee project), The National Arboretum Friendship Garden, Fort Belvoir Wounded Warrior Healing Garden, Sherwood Hall 
Library Garden and beautification of neighborhood entrances. In addition, we have a Scholarship Fund for students pursu-
ing an education in horticulture.  For further information and tickets contact: Kathy Ichter, Ichter@verizon.net 

Pool News   
By Pool Director Rob Catron 

It is hard to believe that our summer and the pool season is nearly over.  We’ve had so much fun…   The good news is that 
the pool will be open on Labor Day weekend during normal hours, then from Tuesday through Friday (9/8-11) from 4-
8pm.  Saturday and Sunday (9/12-13) the pool is open from 12 noon until 6pm.  Be on the lookout for pool parties and 
other fun on the pool deck as the season winds down.  I hope you agree that our lifeguards have done a fantastic job help-
ing to keep the pool deck clean and the pool looking great.  I want to thank everyone for their volunteer efforts this pool 
season.  Working together we have made a real splash—a meaningful difference in the quality of life our Club members 
have come to enjoy.  See you at the pool! 

mailto:Ichter@verizon.net
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Social Committee Update  
By Social Committee Co-Chairs Gene Diotalevi and Christine Stavropoulos 

We’ve had a great summer, kicked off with our New Member’s party hosted by Gail Curcio and Troy Clayton.  Everyone 
dined on amazing food prepared by our very own Chef Troy.  We welcomed our newest members and danced the night 
away.  Thanks again to you both!   

We have two wonderful traditions in the month of September:  Wounded Warriors will be the next great event on Saturday, 
September 12th.  Please come and help our soldiers and their families as they have sacrificed so much for us.  Volunteers 
should contact Bill Gard at bkgard@aol.com.  This is a great opportunity for teenagers to earn their required community 
service hours.  Oktoberfest is another great MVYC tradition.  This year’s bash will be hosted by Mitchell Mutnick and his 
committee on Saturday, September 19th.  Traditional German beer, food and music will be enjoyed by all.  Keep an eye out 
to reserve your spot, as this event sells out quickly! 

We are always looking for hosts for our Friday night TGIF’s.  This is a no-stress deal for the hosts.  You are only responsi-
ble to put out appetizers, set-up tables and clean up.  We are also looking for someone to host our Family Friendly– First 
Friday TGIF’s on the first Friday of September (the 4th), October (the 2nd) and November (the 6th).  Anyone can host and 
you can host it your way—with or without a theme.  Remember you can always sign up on the MVYC website. 

Please join the MVYC Social Committee on Wednesday September 9th at 7:30pm as we have some great events to look 
forward to:  Oktoberfest, PoysterFest, the Commodore’s Ball, and Adult and Children’s Holiday Parties.  If you have an 
idea for your Social Committee, please contact Social Chairs Gene and Christine at social@mvyc.net.     

Marina Update  
By Marina Chair Alexi Stavropoulos 

Summer has come to an end but there are still several months of good boating weather to come. We started the season with 
several smaller-size boat slips (27’ and under) available and though it may not look that way, all are slips are full. How is it 
that the slips are full but it doesn’t look that way? At this time, all of the slips have been assigned but throughout the sum-
mer we noticed that that several MVYC members had not yet occupied their assigned slips for the 2015 boating season; and 
we’ve noticed that slips become vacant for long periods of time without notice to the Marina Chairman. 

Under Marina Rules Section 2.2: "If a boat will be absent from the Marina for a period of time longer than two weeks, the 
owner must notify the Marina Chairman." Also under Marina Rules Section 5.7: "Only Club members who own a boat (or 
who have a bona fide contract for the purchase of a boat) are eligible to rent a slip."  Why is notification necessary and why 
does it matter whether a member’s slip is ever occupied by their boat during the season? Slips unoccupied for long periods 
are, by club rules, considered available for rental as transient slips. This policy accommodates other MVYC members who 
don't have permanent slips for their boats and it helps the finances of the club as well. 

What club members may not realize is that the notification clause is actually in the slip holder’s best interest. If the Marina 
Chairman notices a slip has been vacant for a long time, the slip may get assigned to a transient boater. If the Chairman can-
not contact the permanent slip-holder, the slip may be occupied on his or her return. Knowing when the club member will 
be bringing his/her boat back into the marina ensures that the slip is available to the member on returning to the marina. 
Also, the club has actually had instances of members paying for a slip for an entire year and never putting in their boats. 
This is against club policy and marina rules, and when there is a waiting list for slips, violates the spirit of fair play for all 
club members. 

 
It was brought to our attention that there was a loose finger pier and some rotting wood caps on the seawall on outer W. 
We in the process of getting material together and putting together a group of volunteers for these repairs. We plan to have 
the work completed by the end of the month.  

Bart, when you get a chance, take a good look throughout the marina.  The TOON fleet is back!!!  
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            Labor Day Weekend Raft-up and Bash on the Point 
 
Please join us this Sept 5-6 to celebrate Labor Day.  Every Labor Day weekend the MVYC Power 
Fleet has a weekend long raft up in Pohick Bay.  This year’s event is Saturday, Sept 5th (rain date 
is Sunday).  Commodore Steve Donock has offered his boat Courtship to be the anchor boat.  
Courtship will be cruising to Pochick around 2pm Sat.  EVERYONE is encouraged to hop on a boat 
(power, sail or paddle), and join the fun at the raft up.  Please bring something to drink and a snack 
to share.  For those planning on spending the night at the raft up, please hail Courtship on channel 
68 for raft up instructions. 
 

TIDES 
Sat 5th High 1:53 AM 2.8, Low 8:16 AM 0.3, High 2:32 PM 2.5, Low 8:19PM 0.3 
Sun 6th High 2:56 AM 2.7, Low 9:16AM 0.3, High 3:37 PM 2.4 
 

BASH ON THE POINT– SUNDAY SEPT 6th— Kicking off around 5pm 
The traditional Labor Day raft up concludes with a barbeque on the Point.  There will be Italian sau-
sages, hot dogs, chips, cold beer, water and sodas available (while they last) for $5 per person.  As 
always, please bring sides and desserts to share.  Later there will be DJ music, friendship and 
laughter. 
 
SO, even if you can’t join the raft up, please come down to the Point and join in the fun!   
 



From the Weather Rail 
By Sail Fleet Captain Greg Rehe    

 
The MVYC Sail Fleet had some great races during the Spring with generally good winds, and great competition.  Starts and 
windward mark roundings were as often characterized by close quarters maneuvering as they were by the heart break of an 
unfavorable wind shift or tactical error leaving some boats behind making futile chase.  The tentative Fall schedule is pre-
sented here and is comprised of the Fall race series as well as the perennial favorite events, the Leary Memorial Single Hand-
ed Race and the Craney Island Night Race.  The MVYC Sail Fleet Club racing is great for novices and promotes safety, im-
proving sailing skills, and camaraderie as well as friendly competition.  The Fall Race Series is held on Sunday afternoons.  
Skippers frequently have room for extra crew and are happy to accommodate club members.  Bring your hat, sunblock, a 
snack, and water.  The boats typically leave the dock 30 minutes before the start time and are out for about 3 to 4 hours 
depending on tides and conditions.  The single handed race and the night race are appropriate for more skilled sailors.  Skip-
pers with good basic skills who haven’t discovered the pleasure of sailing at night may consider participating in the Craney 
when there are other boats nearby.  For more information contact the Sail Fleet Captain, Greg Rehe. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 

Tentative Schedule Fall 2015 
Sep 5-7 Labor Day Weekend – no racing  
    (Sat L 0815 H 1430; Sun L 0915 H 1530; Mon L 1015 H 
1640) 
Sep 13 Sun Fall Series Race 1  (H 0905 L 1455 H 2130) 
 Start 1000  
Sep 19 Sat Craney Island (L 1810 H 0100 Sun) Start 1900  
    Sunset 1911  Moon (25%) sets 2300  
Sep 20 Sun Fall Series Race 2  (L 0710 H 1328 L 1900) 
 Start 1300 
Sep 27 Sun Fall Series Race 3   (H 0750 L 1400 H2018)  
 Start 1300  
Oct  3 Sat Leary Single Handed (L 0700 H 1310 L 1800)  
Start 1100  
Oct  4 Sun Fall Series Race 4  (L 0752 H 1410 L 2000) 
 Start 1200 
 Alternate Leary Date 

Oct 11 Sun Fall Series Race 5  (H 0800 L 1343 H 2020) 
 Start 1200 
Oct 12 Mon Columbus Day (H 0840 H 1420 L 2100) 
Oct 18 Sun Fall Series Race 6  (L 0600 H 1215 L 1700) 
 Start 1200 
Oct 25 Sun Fall Series Race 7  (H 0640 L 1240 H 1900) 
 Start 1100  
Oct 31 Sat Craney Alt   (L 1740 H 0000)  Start 1800  
    Sunset 1810  Moon (85%) rise 2200 
Nov 1 Sun  Make Up  (L 0530 H 1145 L 1730)  Start 
1200 
Nov 8 Sun  Make Up  (L 1120 H 1800)  Start 1300 
Nov 15 Sun Make Up  (H 1015 L 1550 H 2220)  
Start 1000 
Nov 22 Sun Make Up  (L 1015 H 1645)   Start 1200 
 

MVYC Dolphin Swim Team Update 
By Swim Team Representative Sherry Catron 

Despite a soggy season our MVYC Dolphins has lots of fun and a lot of fast times.   Many of our older swimmers  includ-

ing Patrick Spollen, Ryan Catron, Grace Kelly, Si Daw and Sydney Catron regularly showed up to practice to help our 

younger Dolphins.  The magical togetherness of our team is really special.  For those with kids who have not yet been a 

part of MVYC’s team, I hope you will think about it for next year as it is a great way to spend the summer. 

All Stars Weekend tops off our season, and this year four swimmers made it to finals to represent our club.  Si Daw placed 

first in the 13-14 year old boys 50 freestyle and 50 fly and then went on to place second in 100 individual medley.  Emma 

Daw placed second in 15-18 year old girls 50 breaststroke, fourth in 50 fly and first in 100 individual medley.  Grace Kelly 

finished fourth in 11-12 year old girls 50 free and 6th in 50 back, both races were her best for the season.  Eva Servello 

made her first All Stars Finals in 8 and under girls 25 m. butterfly.  In a monster performance, Eva dropped almost 3 sec-

onds in this race over All Stars Weekend.  (Swim Team Update continues on page 8.) 
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On Your Mark!  By Sherry Catron, Swim Team Representative 

This season many team records were broken, and these Dolphins deserve recognition:  13-14 year old boys: Ryan Catron:  

50 freestyle, 50 backstroke and 100 Individual Medley, Si Daw 50 Butterfly.  15-18 year old girls:   Sydney Catron 33.11 in 50 

Backstroke beating the record Blair Beggan set in 1985.  Emma Daw 37.12 in 50 Breaststroke, beating her own record from 

last year.  Emma Daw 1:12.06 in 100 individual medley breaking Ainslie Pearsall’s 1996 record. 

Most of these records will be re-broken next year, so we will waait to update the MVYC pool record board until after next 

season. 

I also want to give a special shout out and thank you to the club members that have supported our mighty Dolphins this 
season and we really appreciate all they do: Mike Holland for fixing the swim team computer’s wireless network problem, 
Bart Hewitt for starting our first couple of meets with his wonderful rendition of the Star Spangled Banner, Kathy Ichter for 
helping out our concessions operation and running the show when our concession chair was ill, Maureen Mason and Sam 
Mason for volunteering at the concession stand as well. Pam Beggan for making cakes for all our record breakers and mak-
ing them feel special. Christine Stavropoulus for arranging our fundraising night at Mamma’s Kitchen and Russell Poe for all 
the great pictures which you can view some of them in the link to our slideshow for this year below. It is always touching to 
have the help and support of others, it certainly lightens my load as Team Rep. Our parents are truly amazing to help make 
the whole season go as well like our Concessions Chair Amy Walker that not only makes sure we all don’t starve but raises 

funds for the team as well ; Sally Wise, Lahn Servello and Jenn Hen-
derson for making Fun Friday so much fun for our swimmers; Greg 
Wise, John Binette, Rick Franklin, Lisa Franklin and Jeannine Sim-
mons for all training and acting in “Official” roles. Last but not 
least our elite timing team, parents that stand for at least three hours 
a meet for five meets being accurate and cheering on our Dolphins! 
Thank you all!  

For a look at all the fun this season, check our our slideshow for the 
2015 season:  https://youtu.be/qJwh3oYCkRY  

Pictured:  All Star Finalists from left to right: Si Daw, Eva Servello, Grace 
Kelly, Emma Daw. 

10TH ANNUAL Wounded Warriors Cookout 

On Saturday September 12, 2015, from Noon until 6 p.m. the Mount Vernon Yacht Club will be hosting Wounded Warri-
ors from Fort Belvoir’s Warrior Transition Unit.  We expect up to 50 warriors, family and friends. This will be our 10th year 
sponsoring this popular event and this year we are again working with Comfort Our Troops, www.comfortourtroops.org, 
who will provide appetizers, crafts and gift bags.   

Details on menu, cost, volunteering and signup will be sent out in the future. 

Usually we ask for volunteers to help in the following areas: 

Boat captains and boats to provide boat rides to guests 
Food preparation and food service 
Setup and clean up before and after the event. 
Tent setup on the Point the Friday evening prior to the event 
Hospitality – escorting guests around the club and to events 
Help with collections.  
Trips to Fort Belvoir for ice 

This has become one of the most popular events all year at MVYC.  Please save the date if you can make it. 

Bill Gard 

https://youtu.be/qJwh3oYCkRY
http://www.comfortourtroops.org


                MVYC  Hosts Old Dominion Boat Club at Lobster  Fest  (Submitted by Bill Gard) 

On Saturday, June 27, 100 MVYC members welcomed 50 of Alexandria’s Old Dominion Boat Club (ODBC) members to our inaugural 

Lobster Fest.  If attendance is any indication, the event should become a popular function in the future.  The party was completely sold 

out and members of both clubs gave it excellent reviews. 

Many ODBC members had planned to come by boat, but since the weather didn’t cooperate our guests drove to MVYC.  Because of 

heavy and continuous rain, the event had to be moved from the Point to the clubhouse and the pool deck, where tents and tables were 

set up.  With the help of many of MVYC members, the move was seamless. 

The bill of fare included steamed mussels seasoned with garlic and fresh cut basil, steamed lobster, and a sausage and potato boil plus 

corn on the cob. While folks were enjoying appetizers Gene Diotalevi (who also prepared the mussels) was steaming 200 lobsters in one 

big pile.  When the lobsters were ready, attendees made short order of the them and the boil. (See pic below.)  Several folks from both clubs 

had ordered two lobsters each and by the end of the event, all 200 hundred crustaceans had been consumed. 

During the event we raffled off the 5 lb lobster we named "Pinchy" and the lucky winners were Fabian and Ginny Sandoval. (See Pinchy pic 

below.)   They voted to cook it immediately and their table devoured Pinchy in not much more time than it took to cook him(her). 

Congratulations and thanks are due to all who pitched in to make this event a great success, especially LuAnne Kirkland, Harriet Single-

ton, Jim Borches and Jim Fletcher who shucked corn, peeled potatoes, cooked sausage and served it all with the lobsters for all to enjoy. 

(See pic of LuAnne, Harriet and Jims below.)  A big thanks to Judy McCarthy, organizer extraordinaire, and to the clean up and set up crew.   

We got a number of letters of thanks from our guests several of the ODBC Board members who attended promised to come up with a 

suitable reciprocal event with which to host Mount Vernon Yacht Club members.    

                                        

Food Plate                                          Pinchy                                             Cooksters 

Power Fleet News  By Power Fleet Captain Chris Bazel 

Wow!  It’s September already.  We hope everyone had a pleasant and fun summer on and around the water.  I would like to thank  Diane 
Wilson and Chris Ruckman for taking the lead on the annual July 3rd Parade of Lights.  This year we had around a dozen boats decorate 
and participate.  Wonderful time and look for pictures of the post-parade fun on page 10. As you read this we have just held our annual 
Red Brown Cruise.  I am sure a great time was had by all who attended.  Special thanks go out to Matt Flesch and Pat McCarthy for 
organizing this year’s festivities, as well to all who helped and participated.  Look for photos and perhaps some stories to follow in an 
email or next month’s Beacon. 

But don’t put those boat shoes away just quite yet cause we have more adventure coming up for the annual Labor Day Raftup  Starting 
Sept 5th and continuing thru the weekend (weather permitting).  Mike Holland and Russel Poe will lead the Fleet, high tide will be 
around 2:30 pm, so look for the fun to start around then.  Hail to let them know you are approaching and don’t forget to have lines and 
fenders ready.  Look for more info either in this Beacon as well.  Remember it’s always nice to bring a dish or beverage to share. 

For next month on weekend of October 16-18th we will have the usual overnight trip up to Old Town Alexandria.  Steve Wallace is the 
point of contact this year, so get in touch with him if you wish to participate.  When I made my reservation a little while back I was in-
formed that slips were filling up so make sure you call soon so you won’t be left out.  More details will be sent via email and included in 
the October edition.   Keep on boating! 

 



PRYCA Update Submitted by Dan O’ Keefe 

         “We are the Champions” 

Team MVYC, Captained by Judy McCarthy, and supported by Deb-
bie, Dan & Sarah Ruttenberg from Port of Washington YC has yet 
again successfully defended the PRYCA Float-In Cup. Since this was 
our third consecutive win , we get to permanently retain the cup. 

For those that are not familiar with the competition, it is a mixture of games and activities focused on boating safety. The first part of the 
competition takes place before the float-in and involves clubs getting all participating boats safety inspected. Each club that arrives at the 
Float-in with all boats properly inspected is awarded bonus points. The next phase is the navigation test. Each club provides a male and 
female member to take the test. MVYC was aptly represented by Steve Donock and Bonnie Brenneman. 

The navigation test is followed by a scavenger hunt, Judy McCarthy and Jane Mutnick have the lead on this. Hunt items may involve al-
most anything you can think of, a match book from a Potomac river resturant to spare boat parts, to event themed items. The team with 
the most items is awarded the max points and in case of a tie the team that has the fastest time is awarded first place. 

The afternoon is filled with safety oriented water games.  Team MVYC was represented by Dan  & Debbie Ruttenberg in the blind fold-
ed rowing competition. Chris & Lauren Bazel in the safety ring toss and Kim Donock & John Nelson in the person overboard rescue. 

 

The Saturday evening Theme party is venue where the CUP is awarded. This year the “Love Boat” was  the weekend theme and MVYC  

had a cast of characters. 

 

But the highlite of the evening was the Award of the Cup. 

August brought the Aquia Harbour YC sponsored “DOG Days” event celebrating the AHYC’s 40th Anniversary. The Saturday after-
noon “Crabfest” was certainly the highlite of the weekend. 

The last PRYCA event of the season “Send Summer Down Under”  will be at Belmont Bay Marina, Sept 18-20th,  sponsored by Oc-
coquan YC. Contact Dan OKeefe for details.  

Fourth of July Parade of Lights Pics—courtesy of Chris Bazel 

 



 

Note:  Calendar and event information often change after the Beacon is printed.   

Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

September 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Yoga 2 3 Garden Club/

Rental/Members Mtg 

4 Yoga/TGIF 5 Labor Day Raft 

Up 

6 Labor Day Raft 

Up 

7 8 Yoga/PRYCA 

mtg 

9 10 11 Yoga/TGIF 12 Wounded Warri-

or Picnic 

13 14 15 Yoga 16 17 Coast Guard Aux 

Mtg 

18 Yoga/TGIF 19 Oktoberfest 

20 House Rental 21 MVYC Board 

Mtg 

22 Yoga 23 24 25 Yoga/TGIF 26 

27 28 29 Yoga 30    

 

October 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 Garden Club/

Membership Mtg 

2 Yoga/TGIF 3 

4 5 6 Yoga 7 8 9 Yoga/TGIF 10 

11 12 13 Yoga 14 15 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

16 Old Town 

Event/Yoga/TGIF 

17 Old Town 

Event/House 

Rental 

18 Old Town Event 19 Board Mtg 20 Yoga 21 22 23 Yoga/TGIF 24 

25 26 27 Yoga 28 29 30 Yoga/TGIF 31 



Mount Vernon Yacht Club 
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22309 

 

 


