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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Lauren Bazel

There is a crisp of fall in the air. The sunsets 
are having a particularly calming effect these 
days, yet time on the boat still is magic.  
Welcome to Fall.  Normally, this month’s 
Bosun’s Whistle would be a long list of the 
events and adventures that we all enjoyed all 
summer.  Well, the list may be shorter, but I still think there is a lot to 
herald as we transition our seasons.

First, our membership roster is FULL. Yes, you read me right.  This 
is thanks to the collective efforts of Linda Sudhoff, our membership 
committee volunteers, and every member of this club, who worked 
to make our organization a place that people want to join.  It’s 
also due in no small part, to Judy McCarthy, Scott Kraft, and Roger 
Bowers, along with so many others on the grounds committee, who 
have dedicated the last couple of years to putting the prettiest face 
on our beautiful place.  Since you do not get a second chance to 
make a first impression, thank you all for taking such time and care 
into making our look match our welcoming personality. Speaking of 
which, even though we are full, we still are welcoming applications 
for new members. Unless they are Yacht Haven residents these 
prospective new members may have to wait just bit before they can 
fully join our ranks. In a world where everything is an opportunity, 
however, now is the best time to invite those friends and neighbors 
who you have introduced to the club to join you for an evening on 
the Point or to any/all events that we may have as they await action 
on their application. The more they get to meet other members, the 
more affirmed their decision to join will be.

Second, our marina is FULL.  Boating season may have been slow 
to start but I hope I can speak for all boaters when I say this was a 
very good year to have a floating sanctuary.  Those who read my 
article last month will recall our own Chesapeake Bay boat trip 
with five fellow MVYC boaters.  Add to that experience a fabulous 
Labor Day weekend, with unbeatable weather, spent with friends 
both on the river by the Three Sisters and at Yards Marina in D.C.  
When we returned to dock, there was more relaxing to be had, and 
it was appreciated.  There really is no better way to spend time 
than boating, and we needed that respite in 2020. We have seen an 
increase in our active boaters at MVYC and are grateful for it.  We 
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also have noticed that some boats are longing for some attention.  While this has been a difficult year, 
this serves as a gentle reminder that MVYC marina slips may not be used for the long-term storage of 
hulks or inoperable boats.  Speaking of boat care, this also is the time members should start thinking 
about winter plans.  This does not just mean winterizing your own boat, but also offering up your time 
and talent to Grounds, Marina, and House, as we do what needs to be done to ready our facilities for 
winter.  

Third, our pool is UNDER CONSTRUCTION. As you all know, we have begun the process of renovating 
our swimming pool. This has been something we all knew was going to be needed, and the stars lined 
up this year. Thanks to a lot of time spent by Gene Diotalevi, Dan O’Keefe, Rob Catron and others, we 
managed to align the financing, engineering, permits, and the calendar in order to (hopefully) complete 
this project without impacting our pool season. We do need the cooperation of all members during 
this construction process. The pool deck, house deck overlooking the pool, and parking alongside the 
pool will be OFF LIMITS until work is completed.  This is going to be an active construction site and our 
number one goal is to ensure the safety of members and workers. Your cooperation by keeping away 
from the area is appreciated. 

Finally, our Board is preparing for the annual election and transition.  As you all know, the October 
membership meeting is a crucial first step in our election process.  At the October meeting, we formally 
will nominate the slate of candidates recommended by the nominating committee along with any 
additional nominations offered from the floor.  The Nominating Committee under the direction of 
Chairman, Alexi Stavropoulos, did a great job talking to members about joining the Board and have 
recommended a fantastic slate for consideration.  I encourage everyone to read their bios that are 
printed in this Beacon. As I have said before, serving on the Board is a commitment not just for those 
who are elected, but also for their families.  Juggling jobs, personal responsibilities, and club duties, can 
be a lot to ask and their efforts deserve our collective support. Thank You to those who are willing to 
step up to lead and to all volunteers who are willing to roll up your sleeves and help. 

On the social front, Lobsterfest, our first attempt at a big gathering, was a great success and I 
congratulate the committee for pulling it off and the members who adhered to the necessary guidelines.  
Similarly, we have had two TGIFs on the Point as well, also demonstrating that (1) people really want to 
get out of their house and socialize, and (2) we can hold an outdoor event that is safe and fun for people.  
This is a great sign as we look ahead to the winter and to next year! 

Please keep an eye out for emails as we work to build our social calendar back up.  As always, if you have 
suggestions or ideas for things to do and how we can do them, please reach out to any member of the 
Board and let us know what’s on your mind.
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Dan OKeefe – Commodore 
Dan and his wife Chris, joined the club in April, 2009 and MVYC quickly became a 
central part of their social life. They are involved in almost all club activities from 
TGIF’s and social activities to work projects and power fleet events. They can 
usually be found on or about “Knot Home” every weekend during the boating 
season. For the past 8 years he has served as Vice Commodore, Rear Commo-
dore and Communications Committee Chairman, Treasurer,  and prior to that as 
chairman of the Membership Committee. Dan has also served as Treasurer on the 
Board of the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association (PRYCA). 

Gene Diotalevi – Vice Commodore 
Gene has been a member of the MVYC for over 17 years and has had the pleasure 
of serving as Director of Membership, Treasurer, Security and Pool and Rear Com-
modore. In addition to serving as a MVYC Board member, Gene has served as 
the Communications Chair for ten years and as the MVYC Social co-chair for two 
years.  Gene has also chaired, or co-chaired, many MVYC events such as Com-
missioning Day, Adult and Children Christmas parties as well as numerous point 
parties including his favorite event, Lobster Fest.
 
Outside of MVYC, Gene has served as a Member at Large (MAL) for the Potomac 

River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) representing various Yacht Clubs on the Potomac, the DC and 
Alexandria Annual Parade of Lights as communications co-lead and is an advocate of the Potomac 
River supporting various River-Keeper organizations. Gene is a retired United States Coast Guard Of-
ficer and he and his wife, Peyton and daughter Ella reside in Mount Vernon Terrace.  His oldest daugh-
ter Lauren loves to visit from her home in Cleveland.

 Mitchell Mutnick – Rear Commodore
I have been a member of the club since 1984. My wife Jane and I have two chil-
dren and three grandchildren.  I have been a Northern Virginia resident since 1975. 
I am a longtime member of the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, having held many 
leadership positions in the organization. I have been boating for almost 40 years. 
Prior to going to work for the Commonwealth of Virginia I was an attorney in pri-
vate practice in Northern Virginia.
 I have worked on the By-laws Committee and served as the gas dock coordinator 
for the club and helped with many social events.  Prior to becoming the Secretary 
Iwas the  director responsible for grounds. I look forward to continuing to work 

with everyone to maintain a good family environment for all and to keep the club a fun place to boat 
and enjoy.
 Larry Ichter – Treasurer 

Larry and his wife, Kathy, joined MVYC in March 2013.  Larry grew up in Yacht 
Haven and his parents were long time members of the Club.  Larry’s father John 
served as Commodore for two years in the 1970’s.  Larry learned to sail as a 
teenager at the Club in Penguin sailboats, sailed in the racing class and paddled 
canoes in the President’s Cup races.  After retiring from Fairfax County Govern-
ment, Larry moved back to Yacht Haven.  Since joining the Club, Larry has been 
active in the membership, social, grounds, and planning committees. He served 
as Membership Director for two years.  Larry has a 22-foot sailboat and has been 
co-hosting kayaking on Saturday mornings at the Club.

Scott Kraft – Secretary
Born and raised in Northern California, Scott first came east to attend the US Na-
val Academy. Since graduating in 1993, he has been privileged to travel the world. 
He is still active duty in the Navy’s small Explosive Ordnance Disposal commu-
nity, currently assigned to Indian Head, MD. Scott and his wife, Erica, have been 
married 15 years and are blessed with three beautiful girls. Elsie will soon be 9 
years old and a second-grader; Caly will soon be 7 and is in First Grade; Mari just 

2020/2021 Board Nominee Bios
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turned 5. The Krafts are also often accompanied by their dog, Scupper. The Krafts live near Stratford 
Landing, having bought in 2015 with the desire and intent to grow roots and stay for the foreseeable 
future. The family promptly and gratefully joined MVYC and have thoroughly enjoyed its community, 
pool, locale and activities. As a family, they relish boating on Galene, their 2010 Back Cove 33. It is 
truly a special “way of life” for them. Scott’s favorite word is “together” and he loves how boating 
helps strip away distractions, simplifies living, and allows us to, amidst the beauty of our Potomac, 
enjoy the presence and company of each other. Scott has served as a Director for the past 2 years: 
first as Chair of the Grounds Committee and most recently as Marina Chair.

Lindsay Alexander Director
I have been a member of the club for almost three years.  I have a loving hus-
band, Patrick, and two children, Luke (7) and Lily (5). We live at the pool during 
the summer, and have enjoyed learning to fish.  I work as a Contracting Officer 
at TSA, and worked for the Navy doing contracting before that.  I can now put 
homeschool teacher on my resume as well.  I have been volunteering as part of 
the social committee since joining, planning some family friendly events and as-
sisting with some of the adult parties as well.  I look forward to trying to navigate 
this COVID environment to find ways to still have social events at the club.  We 
need some fun times now more than ever.

John Binette Director
John was born and raised in Maine and has been boating his entire life.  He 
moved to Virginia in 1995 and quickly met his wife, Joanne.  They have been 
married 21 years and have two amazing girls, Diana and Sarah, both of whom 
swim with the MVYC Dolphins.  The family hails from the 09 since 2001.  After an 
introduction to MVYC by the Baker family, they promptly joined the club in 2013 
and have been active participants in many club functions throughout the years.  
John has previously served two years as Marina Director.  During that time, the 
marina underwent several major changes.  An addition was built on the shed to 
house the new ice machine for the marina, the bulkhead wall was entirely re-
topped and all the piers on Outer W were replaced.  John and family look forward 

to many more great years of service to and sharing with MVYC and all its members.

John Skudlarek Director
John and Andrea Skudlarek moved to Yacht Haven in 2001 with their four kids 
and raised their family here.  They joined the Mount Vernon Yacht Club in 2012 
and bought Bart and Evelyn Hewitt’s pontoon boat in 2013.  It was a perfect 
match and the Skudlarek’s spent many happy days and nights with friends at the 
Club and on the Potomac.  Andrea and John regularly enjoyed TGIF as well as nu-
merous Oktoberfests, Commissioning Days, Sock Burning, Frostbite, and many 
other events.  Andrea volunteered on the Social Committee and cooked spätzle 
for Oktoberfest and John helped with Grounds, Gas Dock, and Membership.  
John has also been active in our local community, serving as President of the 
Mount Vernon Civic Association, Cubmaster and Committee Chair of Pack 1503, 

Vice-Chair of the Fairfax County IT Policy Advisor Committee, and Vice-President and Membership 
Chair of the Fairfax Rod and Gun Club.  John loves our Club and looks forward to contributing to the 
MVYC’s continued success as a member of the Board.  

Kevin Wirth Director
Kevin and his wife have been MVYC members since 2010.  They have two chil-
dren, a son who attends West Potomac High and a daughter at Carleton College.  
They have assisted with various functions at the club, most recently preparing 
corned beef for the Saint Patrick’s Day event. Kevin also enjoys working at the 
gas dock and previously coached and volunteered at Gunston soccer.  A recent-
ly retired Coast Guard officer, Kevin enjoys boating and fishing on the Potomac 
where he and his son try to land fat catfish.  Originally from the Buffalo NY area, 
Kevin’s work in the Coast Guard took him from Oregon to Yorktown VA and took 
the family from Florida to Hawaii to here to Duluth MN to here again. He is now 

employed as technical contractor supporting the DOD.  
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Continuing Directors

Robert Catron – Director
The Managing Partner at Alcalde & Fay - Virginia, LLC, represents corporate, 
association and government clients before the US Congress and the Common-
wealth of Virginia.  He has lobbied in more than 10 states and in Washington, 
DC for more than 20 years.  Rob previously served as Chief of Staff for a Virginia 
Member of Congress and has successfully managed or consulted on more than 
50 winning political campaigns for federal, state and local office clients.
 
A native of South Florida, Rob is a graduate of The Florida State University.  He 

and his wife Sherry live on Neptune Drive in Yacht Haven and have been MVYC members for 14 years.  
Their daughter, Sydney is a junior at New York University.  Their son, Ryan, is a senior at Gonzaga Col-
lege High School.  The kids are both highly accomplished swimmers and each swam for more than 10 
years for the MVYC Dolphins.  Sherry manages the MVYC Dolphin Swim.  Rob served a two-year term 
on the MVYC Board a couple years ago.

Judy McCarthy - Director
Judy was born in northern New Jersey, which of course is the garden state. After 
a few years there and in Connecticut along the Long Island Sound, her family 
moved to northern Virginia, just two neighborhoods over from Yacht Haven.  She 
attended Woodley Hills Elementary, Walt Whitman Intermediate School, and 
Mount Vernon High School (in the original building on Route 1). As an early teen 
her parents belonged to the Yacht Club, and Judy was on the swim team.  She 
usually came in 7th in swim competitions, not her strength.  Judy graduated 
from Virginia Tech, (Go Hokies!) in mathematics and started her first fulltime 
job as a Computer Programmer for the Army Management Engineering Train-
ing Agency at Rock Island Arsenal in Illinois.  While there she met a lot of folks, 
including a fellow by the name of Pat McCarthy.  After she completed her train-
ing in Rock Island the Army transferred her to the Major Item Data Agency in 

Chambersburg, PA.  Which, by the way, was where the Army had transferred the McCarthy fellow.  A 
bunch of stuff happened, and after a few years in the beautiful Pennsylvania Dutch region, Judy and 
the fellow got engaged, moved back to northern Virginia (it turns out he was from Falls Church!), got 
married at Fort Belvoir, and set up housekeeping.  After a short time with the General Services Ad-
ministration, Judy saw the light and began her nearly 30 years working for the Navy, still in comput-
ers and adding a touch of acquisition.  While working Judy saw firsthand the evolution of computer 
go from rooms you walk into, to servers the size of refrigerators, to laptops and devices held in your 
hand.  Along the way she got her Master’s degree from USC, and also had two of the smartest, most 
beautiful daughters around, Heather and Megan, and now two adorable granddaughters McKenna 
and Addison.  (She is not too proud!)  After retiring from the Federal Government, Judy served a short 
stint as a math teacher at Mount Vernon High School.  After she decided that wasn’t the answer and 
taking a few years off to compose herself, she went back to work for over six years as a defense con-
tractor supporting the Office of the Secretary of Defense AT&L.  That was fun, but now she thinks she 
is done with working.  Along the way Judy became a Master Gardener and can often be seen at the 
Plant Clinic at the Alexandria Farmers Market on Saturday mornings in the summer.  She loves plants 
and planting, not really a fan of weeding, but it must be done.  Judy and Pat have been members of 
the club since 1993; have a Rinker cruiser with which they are part of club and PRYCA float-ins.  Judy 
has participated on the club Social Committee, and is often seen organizing and setting up for club 
parties.  If given a moment of peace, Judy can be found sitting in a garden, drinking tea, and reading a 
book.
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Ask Helen
Dear Helen,

I saw in the Labor Day MVYC email that a club member was attacked by a presumed rabid beaver in the 
Potomac.  Is this something we should be worried about or is it just 2020 at it again?
Sincerely,

Just a Dam Question

Dear Just a Dam Question,

This was a bit surprising to see and I wondered the same thing.  I started my research into this by 
Googling “beaver attacks in Fairfax County” and it seems like this was reported (in the news) a few times 
in 2012 and again in 2016 but was always described as “extremely rare”. The crazy thing is that any time 
the beaver attacked it was found to be rabid, which is terrifying!  A phone call to Fish and Game provided 
some additional information that confirmed beavers will likely not attack unless they are indeed rabid; 
even if you are close to their dam or babies. Once showing symptoms a rabid animal will only live about 
5-7 days before succumbing to the disease. On the East Coast racoons, skunks and fox are more likely to 
have and transmit rabies and squirrels are almost exclusively not found rabid because small mammals, 
while biologically able to get rabies, are unlikely to survive the attack that would transmit it. I really want-
ed to insert some jokes about rabies in this column but as it turns out rabies isn’t all that funny because it’s 
almost 100% lethal if untreated. 

As an aside I would not recommend going down the rabbit hole of beaver attack videos on YouTube if you 
ever want to sleep again. Rabies attacks the brains of its victims and so it makes sense that it would cause 
the infected host to act completely insane or zombie-like.  While it is tempting to think a way to prevent 
this from happening to you is to carry a deadly weapon on your boat, think again. Unless you are swim-
ming with one of these items in your pocket you’d still have to get to the boat to escape the crazed pursuit 
of the beaver and, based on the videos I saw mentioned above, it seems like bullets wouldn’t even stop 
them. 

I hope the person who was attacked wasn’t seriously injured and has received the appropriate care. I guess 
if they didn’t it would be hard to tell which club member was rabid based on what I have seen around the 
marina on weekends (I guess there was a joke in there after all).  I would recommend they also buy a lot-
tery ticket because odds of this happening are incredibly slim. And as far as swimming in the river goes, it 
seems best to just be aware of your surroundings and if you see a wild animal in the river then get out of 
the “dam” water.

Well, can I just outright say it?  This is my family’s absolute favorite time of the year 
for boating!  Who’s with me?  By the level of activity I see at the Club’s Marina, I think 
we’re in the majority.  Ahh, who can fault us?  The crispness in the air, the stillness of 
an evening (and morning) of an anchorage, the creep of magnificent autumn along 
the shoreline.  

By mere observation, I know many of us got out and enjoyed the glass-like conditions over the spectacular 
Labor Day weekend.  I hope, like us, you relished in the ideal conditions.  We thoroughly enjoyed our 
voyage down the river to King George to visit some dear friends.  For us, that was one of the most pristine 

Marina

Marina
Scott Kraft
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weekends!  And, I might add, in our turmoiled world, it stands in stark and welcome contrast.  

To all - the Marina remains in good shape.  So, thank you very much.  Each of us has a duty and 
responsibility to help keep it that way.  None of us ever knows when we might be the ones first to see 
something that merits fixing.  It might be something relatively small or big.  It simply doesn’t matter.  
Regardless, it’s the same principle from which we operate, all the time – a shared sense of ownership.  The 
fact that we all accept and fulfill that duty is pretty remarkable.  So again, my sincere thanks.
Please know also that we remain 100% full – all 119 slips are assigned, along with a short waiting list. 
That’s good as well.  Not only is it good for our Club’s revenue, it is also great for our sense of community.  
And… it gives us each ample opportunity to be an encourager to all of those whose company we are 
privileged to keep.

As we prepare to say goodbye to another boating season, BoatUS has again published a very comprehen-
sive Boaters Guide to Winterizing. Link below  
https://eur05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.boatus.com%2FWinteriza-
tion&data=02%7C01%7C%7C718c6f2c97f045e4c25508d85a463215%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaa
aaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637358604815024771&sdata=NeIvleiJsLFUHzsdKxoRvgJAHpu6tWW7AEBLPk0c-
uoA%3D&reserved=0e 

They have also published an article “5 Ways to Keep Your Boat Safe in Winter Storage”. https://nam12.
safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2RChnZ5&data=02%7C01%7C%7C-
4c00c87e4ecc4cb0353e08d85efe5ecc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%
7C637363793883087043&sdata=C6RsUCjPyEDhHQyRLEv7KaeyWDDkllpCADOT2oJqf40%3D&re-
served=0  

While many of the tips offered might seem obvious, if you are like most, you will wait until the last possi-
ble moment to pull your boat and will be rushing to get the winterizing done and postpone addressing the 
security tips till a warmer day. For many that warmer day will be in the spring. From the article.
   1.  Leaving electronics aboard your boat mounted on a bracket over the winter is a sign that says “come 
take me.” Bring home any electronics that can be removed easily. For permanently installed electronics, 
take pictures and record model and serial numbers in case you need to file a claim or police report. If you 
want added protection, ask your insurer if it offers lower deductibles on claims made for electronics, the 
most common theft insurance claim during winter storage.
   2.  Fishing gear, watersports equipment, expensive life jackets and other gear often get stolen with elec-
tronics. Bring them home, too, along with the boat’s registration. The title should never be stored aboard.
   3.  You automatically make a crook’s target list if you have a PWC or an outboard-powered boat that is 
less than 26 feet and stored on a trailer – the most common types of vessels stolen. Florida, California 
and Texas (in that order) may be the top three states for boat theft, but if you live elsewhere, you’re not 
immune. If storing your boat at home on a trailer, arrange it so the tongue does not face the street for an 
easy getaway. Remove one wheel from an axle. Hitch receiver locks may also deter theft. PWCs should be 
stored inside a locked garage or secure storage facility.
   4.  On sterndrive-powered motor boats, outdrives are targets for theft as they don’t take very long to 
remove and are expensive to replace. Consider removing the outdrive annually each fall at winter storage 
time and storing in a safe location, which can also allow for annual preventive maintenance such as a criti-
cal bellows inspection, a common cause of sinkings.
   5.  Leaving a portable outboard on a small boat transom just begs a bad guy to come take it. Small out-
boards should always be removed and stored in a secure location, such as a locked garage or basement. 
Install a lock on larger outboards.

BoatUS
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Communications
During its September meeting, the board addressed a suggestion that we consider the addition of a virtu-
al capability for meeting attendance in addition to the in person option. The board concurred that any-
thing that increases the communication with the membership was worthy of exploring. 

Issues that the board felt needed to be investigated included:
   • The selection of the appropriate technology,
   • The management of potentially large meetings that included both virtual and in person participation,
   • The possible need for a facilitator to assist the Commodore in conducting the meetings,
   • Virtual meeting etiquette,
   • And, the need to review/modify the existing bylaws to enable the implementation of the virtual meet-
ing.

It was decided that the best way forward was the creation of a communications subcommittee to examine 
the above issues and any other relevant issues and report back to the Board.
If you think that you would like to participate on this subcommittee please contact communications@
mvyc.net by October 10th.   - Dan OKeefe

Friday October 30th

5:00 PM

and



www.mvyc.net The Beacon October 2020

Oh my, isn’t the weather beautiful!  A little crisp in the morning 
when you walk.  Put on a long sleeve t-shirt, maybe even 
sweat pants, but breathe in the beauty!  The skies are so blue.  
In the afternoons the river shines and the winds fill your sails!  
In the evening, somewhere a fire is burning in a fireplace, and 
the delicious smoke takes you back to days gone by.

By now with any luck we have succeeded in reseeding 
sections of the Point.  Our first attempt on Saturday 19 September was postponed 
due to a sudden shortfall in soil conditioner by the vendor.  With assurances of 
plenty of soil conditioner the next week, we made a quick regrouping and resettled 
on the following Saturday of 26 September to take on our project.  (Grounds folks 
are flexible, agile!  Go Grounds folks!)  Thanks to Peter Esser for aerating the soil 
ahead of time! We then settled into spraying for weeds, spreading soil builder 
(brand new and fresh!), spreading seed (two kinds: sun seed by the Point Garden 
and shade seed by the beer tree in the mud), spreading fertilizer, and finishing with 
water, stakes and yellow tape!  Some of the folks who were instrumental in pulling 
this off are Roger Bowers, Paul Raak, Mike Young, John Ripley, Sally Wise, Adam 
Engleman, and my own lovely Patrick McCarthy!  There were others who threw in 
their elbow grease and made this quick work.  Thanks to all!  Now don’t the stakes 
with red flags and yellow caution tape give the Point a real Fall look!  

Speaking of Fall, if you missed the chance to rake soil and spread seed, I have 
another project scheduled for a little later in the year, so standby to volunteer!  I 
have tentatively scheduled our annual Fall clean-up for Saturday 7 November, 
starting at 9am.  There will be the joyful chores of weeding, mulching, trimming 
back out-of-control vines, and maybe more fertilizing.  There might even be a few 
things to do with a chainsaw.  I know you can hardly wait.  Volunteering is good for 
your soul.  I will have more details on this as the time approaches, but save the date 
7 November for Fall fun and club comradery.

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

TopTech Computer Repair
Home of the Eldest Geek

8332 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA - 703-436-4756

SALES - REPAIRS - SERVICE
Computers - Servers - Laptops

Repair & Upgrade! 
ANY Problem ANY Computer

It does NOT Matter!

   

Craig Baker - Alexander Guthrie
Danko Drincic - Mohamed Abdula

Over 45 Years of Experience - Since BEFORE the PC!

New - Used - Repair - Data Recovery - Service Contracts
Custom Programming - Website Development

SIX MONTH warranty on our used laptops!
SIX MONTH warranty on all repairs!

FREE ESTIMATES - Pickup and Delivery

SPECIALS WITH THIS FLYER FOR MVYC Members:
$40 OFF your purchase (over $200) 

or $30 OFF any repair!

Open 6 Days a Week

10am - 7pm Mon-Sat

cdb@toptechva.com

www.theeldestgeek.com

www.toptechva.com 
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Lobster Fest 2020
On Saturday September 12th, more than 90 club members and Guests 
enjoyed an afternoon of lobster and friendship courtesy of Gene Dio-
talevi and his “Lobster Team”. Another 60 
diners chose the take-out option provided 
by a station set up in the cul de sac.
 
This event was our first attempt to provide 
an MVYC social event under the current 
COVID-19 guidance. Close adherence to 
a reservation process, table assignments, 
and the preparation of individually pack-
aged meals enabled the “Team” to provide 
an excellent event in the tradition of past Lobster Fests.  Thanks, also, 
to DJ Chris Ruckman for the excellent 

selection of music provided all afternoon.

Apparently one advantage of being on the “Team” is the opportu-
nity to pick out your Lobster. Truth is John was pointing to one that 
was trying to get away.
 It is also great to watch first time participants observe the unveil-
ing of the steamed lobsters. As the fire is doused and the covering 
is torn back, the crowd is in awe of how good the lobsters looked.

House
As the summer moves to crisp fall days it’s great time to be at the club!

Let me start this article by giving many thanks to Chris Bazel! Due to his efforts the 
crow’s nest ice machine has been fixed.  As of this writing it has been moved back to 
the Crow’s nest and having passed several leak tests, and being sanitized twice, it is 
almost ready for service, we just need to reinstall the machine.

We are also due our elevator inspection, I have contacted our elevator maintenance company and they 
are scheduling the technicians.

House
Terry Scott
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After having spent a few days at Colonial Beach with several club members, it reminds me how we are all 
here to enjoy our common interests and how I have probably missed a few things.  Feel free to reach out 
to me for any comments or suggestions. 

Just a reminder for ALL members that use the club house, to please utilize the provided spray 
disinfectant and paper towels to clean the common use areas, such as bar tops, stools, tables and 
countertops on a regular basis.  The club also has provided hand sanitizer to limit the transmission of the 
COVID 19 virus.  

Phase three also still requires masks and social distancing, although a maximum attendance of 
250 people is now permitted.  The club house is still not scheduling events, but this is under active 
discussion to restart events and rentals.  While we still have some glorious fall days, it is still a great time 
to use the point for fellowship and social distancing.  As always let me close by saying, be sure and turn 
off the lights and ensure the doors are locked if you are the last one out of the club.

Colonial Beach Visit
In mid September,  five MVYC couples ventured (3 by boat and 2 by car) to Colonial Beach for the second 
annual “Who Let the Pigs Out“ event hosted by Westmoreland Yachting Association and Bayside Marina.  
We Had a great time and enjoyed excellent barbecue and an entertaining band.  MVYC Members wore our 
masks and practiced social distancing.  

As you can see from the photos, the weather cooled off Saturday afternoon causing all to bundle up.  The 
MVYC Power Fleet Captain is considering adding this event to it’s calendar next year.  

And remember you don’t have to own a boat to participate.  There are plenty of places to stay in Colonial 
Beach.  The Riverview Inn is a newly remodeled motel and was extremely clean and following Covid-19 
guidelines.  – Teresa Dyer
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OctOber 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
Membership 

Meeting 
8-9pm

2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
House Rental

All Day

18 19 
Board 

Meeting 
7pm-9pm

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30
Trunk or 

Treat 5pm

31
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NOvember 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5
Membership 

Meeting 
8-9pm

6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16
Board 

Meeting 
7pm-9pm

17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30
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I am pleased to report that we are close to busting at the seams! Our 
membership count is 227. I have 4 applicants to present to the board for 
approval and two new applicants posted on our bulletin board.

 • Jason Dodge endorsed by David Donock and Jim Gordon
 • Simon and Kelly Joseph endorsed by Tony Russo and Chad Attillis

Plus we added one new member family this month! 

Please welcome Yacht Haven residents Harvey (Trey) and Elizabeth Smith and their two year old fraternal 
twins, Emily and Duke (Harvey Smith IV). Trey is an active duty Major in the United States Army serving 
at the Center for Army Analysis at Fort Belvoir. He served two combat tours in Iraq where he received 
two Bronze Stars. Elizabeth is a semi-retired costume supervisor for the Kennedy Center Opera House. 
She still works several of the Kennedy Center’s annual premier events including the Kennedy Center 
Honors for which she has received two Emmys, in 2012 and 2013. As a family the Smiths enjoy reading 
books, gardening, including a new vegetable garden planted this summer, and spending time at the 
Smith family beach house in Lewes, Delaware. Trey is a member of the D.C. Men’s Senior Baseball League 
and Elizabeth enjoys cooking, crafts and cake baking/decorating. They are eager to make friends and 
settle in to their new “home” at the club.

With so many new faces around I encourage everyone to consider adding a family photo to the MVYC 
Website. It’s easy, start by logging into the members section. When logged in, select the “members 
info” option at the top of the page then scroll down to the “Members by Photos”. Selecting the option 
will display pictures of all the members that have up loaded their pictures. If your family picture is not 
there, take the opportunity to upload a picture to the MVYC website directory. Click on your entry in the 
directory, and follow the instructions for uploading a picture. While there, please check all your other 
family details make any necessary corrections and click on the update button at the bottom of the page. 
And voila!, your photo is displayed.

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Sept 21  @ 7p
• Mon, Oct 19 @ 7p
• Mon, Nov 16 @ 7p

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, Sept 3 @ 8p
• Thu, Oct 1 @ 8p
• Thu, Nov 5 @ 8p

MVYC’s Newest Member
Please Welcome MVYC’s Newest Member

Chris Johnson & Tylor Hewette are excited to announce the arrival of the 
newest MVYC member, Joseph Dean! He made a quick arrival on Septem-
ber 2nd, 2020 @ 7:31pm weighing 6.6oz and 20.5in long! JD has already en-

joyed a few sunsets at the point and 
meeting some fellow members. Mom 
& Dad would like to thank everyone 
for their Well Wishes and can’t wait 
for everyone to finally meet JD! 
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Pool
We just completed a very fun and rewarding pool season.  I want to sincerely 
thank the members for their care and awareness at the pool this season.  I think 
everyone did an excellent job maintaining their social distancing and cleaning 
the pool furniture after use and all of that.  I also want to thank all of the mem-
bers who told me they really appreciated the pool even being open and avail-
able.  Many pools in Northern Virginia never opened, but your MVYC Board and I were not going 
to let a little global pandemic shut our pool down for the season.  From what I saw at the pool, 
the members and their kids and guests had a great summer at the pool.

I also want to publicly thank Mark Murray, who owns and manages the company that provides our 
lifeguards and keeps the pool clean during the season.  Considering the environment we were un-
der this summer and all of the stress and raw nerves that went along with it, the lifeguards were 
fantastic answering members’ questions and dealing with the kids at the pool.  Well done!

Over the coming months we will be saying goodbye to our 60 year old pool and saying “Hello!” to 
a new one.  

This is important: Please DO NOT enter the construction site or talk to the la-
borers at the job site. 

Also, the contractor asked us to close off the upstairs and downstairs patios behind the house for 
safety reasons. The Board strongly agrees with this request. These patios are closed until next 
spring when the pool work is done.  We do not want anyone getting injured.  Furthermore, if you 
are talking to the guys on the construction site they are listening to you rather than building our 
new pool  So let’s avoid that.  Thank you for your understanding and compliance.

We recently had a pool deck end of season clean up.  I want to thank Sally Wise and her twin girls 
- Adelaide and Elizabeth, Trey Smith, Lindsay Alexander and her kids - Luke and Lilly, and Mark 
Murray for their tremendous efforts to clean off the deck and help prepare the area for the con-
struction project coming our way.  I can’t wait for next spring when we have a work team party to 
prepare for the new pool season with our new pool.  That will be fun!

I had a great summer as pool committee chair.  I enjoyed meeting the many new members who 
came to the pool for the first time.  Considering what was going on in the rest of the world, our 
pool was a safe sanctuary and a place to decompress.  We have a great club.    

If anyone has any questions or comments for me please contact me at pool@mvyc.net or at 
757.635.7487.  See you at the Club!

Pool
Rob Catron
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Power Fleet
Jim Walton
The Power Fleet continues to power along with its events.  Our next event is the Fall Cruise, this year back 
to Old Town, Alexandria City Marina Oct 16 - 18th. Make your reservations and let them know you are with 
MVYC.  If slips are full, please use DockWa.Com and reserve a slip at ODBC. 

So far this SoI (Summer of Isolation), we hosted several very successful boater isolation events starting 
with the July 3rd Annual Parade of Lights. Many thanks to La Rea for leading the very patriotic show and 
providing a blast from the past announcement
to kickoff the event. 

Our Hot Fun Summer Cruise in late August was also a huge success.  With a Crab Fest hosted by Mitchell 
Mutnick, and safe sharing brunch by all attendees and special Monkey Bread rolls by Diane Wilson. And of 
course, the main memorable highlight,the 5 o’clock Yellow Bird Happy Hour - hosted by Chris and Diane 
with a tribute to our MVYC voyage traditions.

Sunset Photo Contest Winners
“Sunset”- Lisa Franklin - Lisa and family have spent 
many of the summer evenings tossing a frisbee 
and enjoying the beautiful sunsets on the Point

“Moon” - Chris Ruckman - Chris captured 
this Summer’s Orange moon rising over the 
Roosevelt bridge while on his trip up the 
Potomac to enjoy the July 4th fireworks

“Boat” - Scott Kraft – Scott offered a double view 
of the moon by capturing it’s reflection off the 
window of his boat “Galena”
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