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Bosun’s WhistleBosun’s Whistle
By Jerry Gray, Commodore

Once again the Club is
coming back to life after
one of the longest winters

I can recall.  A few days in
April were nice enough for

boaters to get back on the water; we were
actually able to make it up to see the Cherry
Blossoms by boat on a near 80-degree day.

Much is being done to keep things running
and make improvement where needed this
spring.   The Marina Chairmen have had the
water lines that feed the feeds the docks
completely replaced in April.  After fighting
underground pipe failures for years the
work that was done will ensure that we are
trouble free for years to come.  

Paving of the parking lot is being completed
before Commissioning Day.  

The pool is being prepped for opening at the
end of May and some new shade options
should be in place by opening day. 

Other improvements being considered are
adding a lift at the pool.  This lift would be
powered and would allow anyone with a
physically challenged member or guest to
easily assist him or her when exiting the
water. Bear Baker, our pool chair, is working
to see if this is something we can get done
this year. 

The Clubs Out-lot property at the end of the
creek has had serious erosion problems over
the years and is unsightly.  
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Upcoming Meetings...Upcoming Meetings...
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3rd Mon of the month
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Membership NewsMembership News
Submitted by Dan O’Keefe, Membership Chair

Welcome
The McCarthy family has called the Mount Vernon community home
for the last 12 years. Christine is an Air Force brat originally from
New Mexico and Sean is a Hoosier (Indiana).  Sean and Christine
met on Capitol Hill through friends. Following Sean’s graduation
from GW with his MBA, they married, Sean opened and operated a
number of franchise restaurants, and Christine continued her career
as a patent attorney. 

Since that time, they have had three children (Jack 11, Will 10 and
Maggie 4), Sean has sold his restaurants to be a stay-at-home dad
and Christine has continued her career as a patent attorney at the law
firm of Barnes and Thornburg.  All family members are avid swim-
mers and boaters and are enjoying last year’s new addition to the
family: their Sea Ray 240 Sun Deck, christened the “Becky Thatcher.”
The children are involved in scouting and various athletic teams in
the Mount Vernon community.  The McCarthys are a busy lot with
lots of energy and look forward to sharing lots of fun memories.

I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate Gwen
McElhaney on the occasion of her 50th anniversary as a member of
Mount Vernon Yacht Club. Gwen joined the club May 5th, 1964 and
is the club’s senior member.   

Notable Anniversaries
1978   Johnson,  Al & Gale
1981   Lacey, Virginia
1994   Pessel, Peter & Adriene
1994   Knight, Edward & Jacque
1997   Nissley, Jerry & Terrye
1998   Plivelich, Judy & Allan
1998   Wiggs, Frank & Tammy
1998   Mercer, Molly 
1999   Barbaro, Mark & Cynthia
2001   Thomas, Erik & Julie
2001   Madigan, Robert & Claudia
2004   Evans, Woody & Holly

2004   Gray, Jerry & Petra
2004   Hagemann, Ann
2004   Stavropoulos, Alexi & Christine
2005   Whitridge, Paul & Kristin
2006   Brennan, Greg & Aimee
2006   Groff, Tracy
2006   Russell, Tom & Judy
2007   Ketels, Marianne
2008   Schumacher, Richard & Susan
2010   Spollen, Michael & Janice
2012   Skudlarek, John & Andrea

Congratulations to all.
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Bring Friends, Neighbors 
To May 4 Commissioning Day!

Submitted by Jacque Knight

MVYC Commissioning Day plans are tak-
ing shape for Sunday, May 4 at 2 p.m. The
Coast Guard Color Guard and Honor

Guard plan to attend, the Community Band
will be on hand, and the Fairfax County Fire

Department's Marine Division will bring their rescue ves-
sel. The MVYC crew has also been invited to race off the
Point.

Retired Marine Corps chaplain, Jonathan Bryan, will deliv-
er the Blessing of the Fleet. He has also served as a commu-
nity college professor of English, and rector of an Episcopal
Church. During the past year, he has led Bible studies at
Good Shepherd Catholic Church and St. Luke's Episcopal
Church.

Volunteers will be welcome earlier in the day, May 4 at 9
a.m., at The Point to help set up, meet and greet at the cere-
mony and stay around for the take down. When the whole
crew helps, we all have a lot of fun. Coffee cake and coffee
will be waiting for the early helpers. 

Get out your traditional Navy Blue and White dress casu-
als, and start out the 2014 Boating season in style (and fun).

Social Committee UpdateSocial Committee Update
Submitted by Christine Stavropoulos, Social Co-Chair

Mark your calendars as May is a busy month for MVYC:
Cinco de Mayo TGIF will be held on Friday, May 3rd hosted
by the Skudlarek and Ortiz families.  Commissioning Day
will be on Sunday, May 4th at 12:00 pm and our Ladies Tea
will be held on Saturday, May 10th at 4:00 pm.

Our next meeting will be Thursday, May 8th at 7:30 pm and
we hope to continue seeing new faces there.  Our goal is to
serve every member of the club by hosting a series of diverse
events that cover all types of interest, while trying to accom-
modate the diversity of our membership.  

The Committee is looking for folks to host theme-based
TGIFs. There is very little work involved in hosting a TGIF--
bring some appetizers, set up a few tables and everyone who
attends brings a dish to share.  

Have a great idea for a social event? Contact Social Chairs
Gene or Christine at social@mvyc.net. 

Thanks to all who support our social activities – we can't do
it without you.

Power Fleet News
Submitted by Chris Bazel

Well here we go!  Spring is
here and the marina is full with
boats and action.  As I write this article we are
preparing for the Safety Inspection Day and
Brunch Cruise.  Hopefully both were wonderful
events and everyone had an safe, educational
and enjoyed themselves.  Thanks to Roger
Fuller, Mitch Mutnick and Steve Donock for
coordinating these events. A special thanks to
Coast Guard Auxiliary Squadron 25-8 for mak-
ing sure we are safe and ready for another boat-
ing season.

First up in May we have the vessel decorating
competition that coincides with Commissioning
Day on Sunday the 4th.  So come on down and
bling out your boat, best looking wins a prize!
Then on Saturday May 17th we will be conduct-
ing the MVYC Photo shoot in front of Mt
Vernon.  High Tide that day is about 10:30 in the
morning and so we should probably start by
11:00. If interested please email me at power-
fleet@mvyc.net and I will get a list together to
allow better coordination.  Finally at the end of
the month join us for fun and sun at the annual
Spring Fling/Memorial Weekend Raft up.  We
will kick it all of starting around 2pm on the 24th
and if all goes well continue into Sunday the
25th.  Keep an eye out for more details coming
via email and contact Matt or Jess Flesch -
matthewflesch@yahoo.com -if you have ques-
tions or want to help coordinate.   See you all on
the River!

Join us for Afternoon Tea!

MVYC Mother’s Day Tea at the Clubhouse
Saturday, May 10th   3:00 - 5:00 pm
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HOUSE REPORT:  The After Party Cleanup Party
From the House Guy, Pat McCarthy

Our MVYC provides many benefits and opportunities for enjoyment and fun, not the least of which is use of the
Clubhouse for private and club sponsored events.  And, as we all know, these enjoyments come at a very reason-
able cost due to ours being a volunteer members’ club which means we don’t pay for extravagant benefits such a
daily clubhouse cleaning.  Consequently, cleanup after clubhouse events falls on the shoulders of event hosts.  

Events could be a private party such as a retirement or wedding event, a club sponsored party such as the
Oktoberfest, or just a simple regular get together such as the weekly TGIFs.  One subject that comes up occasion-
ally by those who sponsor clubhouse events is what is required of them after the event.  The answer usually given
is “Well, you know, clean up after your group” which is not really helpful since it doesn’t provide meaningful
guidance.  Lacking any real cleanup instruction, the clubhouse is sometimes found the next day by another group
who comes in and assesses the condition by saying “What’s wrong with those people…Why did they leave the
house looking so messy?”  

The Board recently discussed circumstances like that mentioned and decided to provide instructional assistance
to future event hosts.  This was not intended to point blame at any past event host or group but just to recognize
that cleanup expectations should not be left to the determination of the event sponsor.  Consequently a “Post-
Event Cleanup Checklist” has been compiled and posted in the Clubhouse kitchen and included with clubhouse
rental forms found on the website.  

It’s the responsibility of all event hosts, whether individual or group, to insure their event is properly cleaned up
right after it concludes; not the next morning, afternoon or weekend.  The posted cleanup instructions provide
details of cleaning expected in the kitchen, bar and ball room areas, and identifies where to find cleaning tools.
We hope that this informational checklist is not viewed as an additional burden by those using the clubhouse but
that it helps us all to insure the house is maintained in the proper clean and straightened condition we all have
come to expect upon entering.  Bottom line is it’s our clubhouse and we all have a responsibility in maintaining
it in a manner which makes us proud to announce we are members of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club.   

House Rules Revisited: With summer about to arrive let’s all remember that no members or guests in wet
bathing suits will be permitted inside the Clubhouse.  No person under twenty-one years of age, including life-
guards, is permitted in the Clubhouse unless accompanied by a parent.  Bathroom facilities are provided in the
pool bathhouse for the use of swimmers and those members or guests accompanying them.

Bosun’s Whistle from Page 1...Bosun’s Whistle from Page 1...
Ron Reinsel and Larry Ichter have already met with Fairfax county Storm Water management and identified some
things that Fairfax will improve.  The next step is to engage a specialist to assist us in determining the proper remedia-
tion of the erosion problems along the creek.  

On the fun side the end of April brings Inspection day where the Coast Guard auxiliary helps our member s ensure that
they meet safety requirements when on the water.  Then the annual Brunch Cruise to Old Town where members feast
at the Chart House and enjoy a nice cruise on the river.  

Commissioning Day on May 4th promises to be a grand event, Jacque Knight and Susan Rehe always pull together a
team of volunteers and make the day one to remember.  

Enjoy the Spring!

WANTED: Beacon Editor
For five years Blair Beggan has served as Editor of the Beacon and has done a fantastic job keeping it on schedule and
fresh every month.  Blair is ready to hand the reins of the Beacon over to a new volunteer Editor.  The Beacon plays an
important role in our Club, if you are interested contact Blair or let me know.
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Please join us for an evening of “southern comfort” poolside at the Mount Vernon Yacht Club on June 21st to
welcome our New Members.

Deviled Egg Contest-The quintessential Southern dish!  Bring a dozen of your best recipe and enter to win a
fabulous prize.  A dollar fee (in quarters) for anyone who wants to judge…

$25 per person includes:
Sweet Tea, Lemonade, Wine, Beer, Signature Cocktails
Pork, Ribs, and Chicken
Regional Side Dishes
Peach Cobbler, Dip Your Own Ice Cream Cone, and S’more Bar

Costumes encouraged, but not required.  Hoop skirts or Daisy Dukes?  You make the call!  What is your idea
of “southern”?  A prize for the most creative idea…

RSVP by June 14th to Diane Wilson at magnoliasandmoonlight@gmail.com OR send your RSVP and pay-
ment to 4762 Neptune Drive, Alexandria, VA 22309 Please make checks payable to MVYC and include names
of all guests with your reply.  Questions or want to lend a hand?  703-799-4564

Pool Guests:  A reminder that the pool will be closing early on Saturday, June 21st for the New Member Party.
Reminders will be posted in the weeks before the event.  Thank you for your patience.  

Questions?  Diane Wilson at magnoliasandmoonlight@gmail.com.

Magnolias Magnolias 
and and 

Moonlight Moonlight 
New MemberNew Member

PartyParty

SaturdaySaturday
June 21stJune 21st

Welcome New Members!

Saturday, June 21

6:00 pm
Drinks and Appetizers

6:30 pm
Carolina Shag Lesson by the 
Northern Virginia Shag Club

7:00 pm 
Dinner Served

40 foot by 15 foot covered E Dock slip at Fairfax Yacht Club on
downriver side.  Covered slip.   Deep water.   Power and water.  

Because it is on the downriver side and there is no dock opposite,
it can accommodate boats up to 50 feet in length. 

$ 5,500 for 3/1/2014 to 2/28/2015.  

Call Stefan Tahmassebi at 703 267 1259 or 703 915 6252 or email at
stahmassebi@nrahq.org.

Covered slip.  Deep water.  
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WWHYHY KKNOTNOT!!
Submitted by Past Commodore, Bill Gard
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Save The DateSave The Date
Join us for the annual 

Parade of LightsParade of Lights!

July 3rd

Decorate your boat and join the parade to Fort Washington
and back to MVYC (Dock Party to follow).

The parade will leave the club at 8:45 and line up at Buoy 67.

Captains - Please RSVP to Diane Wilson at 
mvycparadeoflights@gmail.com or 703-799-4564.  

Are you willing to take passengers?  
Let us know with your RSVP.

We will attempt to pair up members who would like to ride
in the parade with captains who have room.  If you would
like a ride, please contact Diane Wilson at mvycparade-
oflights@gmail.com or 703-799-4564.

6:47 Low Tide

On the Docks On the Docks 
Submitted by Marina Co-Chair, Steve

Donock

It’s Finally Spring!  

(And NOT just according to the calendar this time)

As we’re all painfully aware, we’ve just suf-
fered through one of the longest winters I
can remember!  Ok, longest since I really
started enjoying being on the water more
than most other things.  After a few teases of
spring, we might finally be in the clear.  As I
write this the finishing touches are being put
on the water system repairs.  A big thank
you goes out to Ricky Mullins and his crew
who had to cram a lot of work into a very
small weather window.  Thanks also to Jim
Nelson for bringing down the bucket truck
to allow us to repair the flag pole so we can
hopefully get one more year of service from
it.  Also thanks, Jim, for not dropping me out
of the bucket on the way up to fix it!  It’s
funny when you get a tree guy and a bucket
truck together.  He just can’t be satisfied
with going up the 30 feet or so needed for
the repair but just has to take her all the way
up.  I’m very happy to be back on terra-
boata!

One of the marinas’s other spring rituals is
also complete.  Slips have been assigned and
we’re happy to report that we were able to
find a home for everyone who asked.  There
may be some final adjustments necessary to
fit everyone in properly so we thank you for
your patience and cooperation as we try to
take care of everyone.  It’s always a chal-
lenge to make everyone happy but your
Marina Team worked very hard to make it
happen.  As of now there are only a couple
smaller slips that are open so if you have a
second boat you’d like to put in the marina
please let us know as soon as you can.

The final task is to deploy the no wake
buoys and the turning buoy.  Watch your
inboxes for pleas for help with this enter-
taining activity.  That’s about it for now.
We’ll see you around the docks!

Pool Update
Submitted by Bear Baker, Pool Chairman

Freaking winter.  Freaking winter is over.  Spring.  Spring
is here.  Soon, very soon summer will find kids & adults
cooling in the pool, and Dolphins swimming to swim
faster and win yet again.  The pool opens on Saturday,
May 24th.

Memorial Day Weekend Hours:
Saturday, 11-9       Sunday, 11-9       Memorial Day, 11-8

Normal Pre-Summer Hours (May 24 - June 22)
Mon-Thurs, 2-8       Fridays, 2-9      

Saturdays, 11-9       Sundays, 11-8

Summer Hours (June 23 - September 1)
Everyday, 11-9

Final Week (September 2 - 7)
Tues-Fri, 4-8       Sat & Sun, 12-6

This season we will be adding a chair lift to help our
friends in need, shade sails to keep us cool, and we’ll
replace the old mattes in the bathhouse with a non-slip
clear coating.  It promises to be  a fantastic pool season.
Hope to see you there!
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On Your Mark! On Your Mark! 
By Sherry Catron, Swim Team Representative

It's the most wonderful time of the year...Summer Swim Season! The official start will be the
Kickoff Banquet Friday, May 16 at 6:30pm. This year our banquet is a little different, we are having
it as a kid friendly TGIF. Come find out more about the team, catch up with your summer friends,
meet some new friends and bring a dish to share.  I will be there so if you have any questions
about swimming this season on our team please talk to me. Our team could really use a few more
boys and 8 years old and under swimmers.  Our team is truly unique in that kids of all abilities
have a great time together and there is no better way to spend the summer than by the pool.

Don't forget to stop by Mamma's Kitchen, 7601 Fordson Rd. on Tuesday, May 20 for our team
fundraiser, a portions of the proceeds from the whole day support our team. No flyer to bring just
go have lunch, dinner or both. If you see Bob Beggan there don't forget to wish him Happy
Birthday! Not only does he come watch his granddaughter swim but roots for the whole team so
we wanted to give him a shout out for all his good vibes in the past seasons! Any questions please
feel free to email me at sacatron@verizon.net or check out our swim team site at: 
http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=recdcclmvyc.�

�������	
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Date Time Event Location 

Friday, May 16 6-9:00PM TGIF Kickoff Banquet MVYC 

Tuesday, May 20 11:00AM-Close Mamma’s Kitchen Restaurant Fundraiser Mamma’s Kitchen  
7601 Fordson Rd. 

Alexandria, VA 

Saturday, May 24 11:00AM-
2:00PM 

Pool Opening Celebration – Concessions at Pool MVYC Pool Deck 

Tuesday, May 27 4:30-6:30PM 
(Monday-Friday) 

Afternoon Practice Begins 
8 and Unders 4:30-5:30PM 
9 and Over 5:30-6:30PM 

MVYC Pool Deck 

Friday, June 13 6-9:00PM  TGIF Poolside and Deck Setup for Home Meet MVYC 

Saturday, June 14 8:00AM First Dual Meet vs. Evergreen CC MVYC 

Friday, June 20 8:00PM Pool Deck Set Up for Home Meet MVYC 

Saturday, June 21  8:00AM Dual Meet 2 vs. Springfield Golf & CC MVYC 

Thursday, June 26 10:00AM Morning Practices Begin 
8 and Unders 9-10:00AM 

9 and Overs 10-11:00AM 
Afternoon Practice Continues  
Monday-Thursday 5:30pm-6:30pm 

MVYC 

Saturday, June 28 8:30AM Away Meet at Mount Vernon CC MVCC 

Friday, July 4 11:00AM-
4:00PM 

July 4
th
 Pool Party MVYC 

Wednesday, July 9 6:30-9:00PM Relay Carnival CCF 

Saturday, July 12 8:30 AM Away Meet at Springfield Golf & CC SGCC 

Tuesday, July 15 No Practice DCCL King’s Dominion Day King’s Dominion 

Saturday July 19 8:30 AM Last Dual Meet at Evergreen CC ECC 

Saturday, July 26 AM – Boys 
PM – Girls 

All Star Qualifiers SGCC 

Sunday, July 27 9:00 AM All Star Finals WCC 

Sunday, July 27 6:00 PM End of Season Awards Banquet MVYC 
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8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

AM
Closed for Cleaning

AM
Closed for Cleaning

AM
Closed for Cleaning

AM
Closed for Cleaning

AM
Closed for Cleaning

7:30pm 
Social Cmte Mtg

7:30pm 
Social Cmte Mtg

AM
Closed for Cleaning

7:30 pm
MVYC Board Mtg

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

All Day
Mama’s Kitchen Swim
Team Fundraiser

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

7 pm 
Coast Guard Auxiliary    

Mtg

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   
Cinco de Mayo TGIF

2 pm
COMMISSIONING
DAY 

2 pm
Kentucky Derby
Party

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF
6 pm 
New Members Party

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

Sunday            Monday Tuesday         Wednesday        Thursday            Friday             Saturday

Sunday            Monday Tuesday         Wednesday        Thursday            Friday             Saturday

7:00 pm 
Coast Guard Auxiliary    

Mtg

AM
Closed for Cleaning

7:30 pm
MVYC Board Mtg

The Beacon Page 9 Vol. 51 No.5

May 2014May 2014

June 2014June 2014

8:30 am  Yacht Haven 
Garden Club

8 pm  
Membership Mtg

8:30 am  Yacht Haven 
Garden Club

8 pm  
Membership Mtg

AM
Closed for Cleaning

3  5 pm
Mother’s Day Tea

MVYC Ladies...mark your calendars!  
You are cordially invited to afternoon tea 

on Saturday, May 10th!

11am POOL OPENS!

Memorial Day Raft
Up/Spring Fling

T h e n  l e t  u s ,  o n e  a n d  a l l ,  b e  c o n t e n t e d  w i t h  o u r  l o t ;  
T h e  J u n e  i s  h e re  t h i s  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  t h e  s u n  i s  s h i n i n g  h o t ;
O h !  l e t  u s  f i l l  o u r  h e a r t s  u p  w i t h  t h e  g l o r y  o f  t h e  d a y ,  
A n d  b a n i s h  e v ' r y  d o u b t  a n d  c a re  a n d  s o r ro w  f a r  a w a y .

- James Whitcomb Riley
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