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We’re happy to report a very successful New Year’s Eve celebration on – of all days – 31 Dec.  In keeping with the theme, 
Bow Ties and Boat Shoes were present in abundance.   Zita Pojeta got things started with a spread of delicious appetizers 
guaranteed to delight folks waiting for a late New Years Eve dinner.  Revae Moran’s decorations once again gave an elegant 

touch to the room and made everyone feel like they were in the Main Ballroom of a Grand Hotel in Manhattan. 

 The dinner, provided by Hector from the Il Paradiso Restaurant on Collins Drive, was delicious and plentiful -- wonderful 
salad, pasta, chicken, and veggies.  Leave it to a Cerutti to plan an Italian feast in an intimate setting to celebrate another 
great year with friends.  And many thanks to Lorraine and Dennis Phillips for negotiating, coordinating, picking up and de-

livering the feast. 

The Martini Bar was once again a great hit, and the Bartenders, Bill Gard, Bart Hewitt, Chuck Manka, Dave Miskimens An-
thony Moran, Dennis  Phillips, Tom Pojeta, and Ron 
Reinsel provided a range of drinks from frozen Marga-
ritas to Dirty Martinis to Cosmopolitans to Tarpon 
Slammers (if you don’t know what that is – don’t miss 

next year!). 

Door prizes were a big part of the proceedings.  Many 
attendees came away with priceless treasures.  Make 
sure you check out Tom Pojeta – he won a prize for 
rattiest . . . errrr . . . most comfortable boat shoes.  Also 
check out Joan Jones new relaxed look – she won the 
Spa Package grand prize donated by the Commodore 

and his bride. 

Bristol Sounds provided the music and everyone en-
joyed dancing and toasting in the New Year.   We had 
a great crowd, largely due to the hard work done by 
Jacque Knight and Julie Manka in sending out multiple 
invitations, notices, e-mails and phone calls, and man-
aging the sign in table that night.  We also greatly ap-
preciated Coilin and Julie Owens for dropping in to 

help the committee set up and clean up the next day. 

If the fun and camaraderie of that night are any indica-

tion, we are going to have a great 2008! 

Once Again the Year Starts off Great at MVYC New Years Party! 
Contributed by Karan Cerruti 

Event Hosts Pat Stallings and Karan Cerruti announcing one of the 

many s pecial moments of the New Years Party. 

     (photo by George Holthaus) 



The Beacon page 2 Vol. 45, No.2 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

REPORT 

 Submitted by 

Bonnie Breneman, Membership co-chair 

 

The MVYC 2008 Billing Statement will arrive in your mailbox before 
the end of January.  I have adopted a new format—member demograph-
ics, dues and signature on the front; boat and slip information on the 
back.  We are trying to clean up our dinghy dock information, so please 
complete the section on the back of the form describing the type, color 

and location of your dinghy/kayak, daysailer, canoe, inflatable, etc. 

 

Membership renewals will be accepted only when all the required information and the correct payment amount are received.  
We have an extra day—Leap Day—to receive your payment this year—remember that the date that counts is the RE-

CEIVED date, not the postmark date or the date of your check. 

 

There will also be one more innovation for 2008—the Billing Statement form will be 
available on the web site.  You will be able to complete it online, but you will have to print 
it and sign it to submit it.  Email submissions will not be accepted because of the require-

ment for an original signature. 

EDITORIAL 
Contributed by Bart Hewitt 

BEACON Editor 

 

First: if you received your Beacon a bit late, or if this issue seems just a tad weird,  it's because my computer, an aging Dell, 
suffered a sudden and quite fatal crash.  Somehow, we managed to recover all of the Beacon materials and move them to 
Evelyn's computer, on which I am working now.  It also (finally) gave me the excuse I needed to order a brand new Dell, a 
majorly hot one, powerful enough to put some real zowie into Half-Life Opposing Force, Hitman2: Silent Assassin, Com-
mand & Conquer Renegade, Jedi Knight: Dark Forces II, and several other first-person-shooter games to which I am some-
what addicted.  My dear wife Evelyn was wonderful through this entire period of darkness, and actually encouraged me to 

order the new Dell.  God, how I love this woman. 

 

Second: in this issue you will find Mike Wetzel's fine article about a few of the hard-working and often unsung volunteers 
whose hard work keeps our club vibrant.  There are many, many such people in MVYC, and we would like to continue hon-
oring them in a series of articles over the next several months.  If there is someone you would particularly like to highlight 
in the Beacon, simply write up an article using the one in this issue as a model, and send it to me at behewitt@cox.net.  You 
can also drop a handwritten article into my mailbox at 9123 Cherrytree Drive.  Or, if you would rather, you can just put to-
gether some notes about a volunteer, get them to me, and I will write the article.  However you do it, be sure to identify 

yourself so that I can contact you if I have questions. 

 

Finally, you may also notice (or not, or you don't care) that 
there is no Toon Fleet article in this issue.  That's because after 
dealing with the computer crash 
mess, I was in no mood to think up 
anything funny.  I was, however, 
able to find my bottle of brandy.  

All is well. 

All Club members may submit  

articles, letters and notices  

for editor ial review and 

po s s i b l e  p u b l i c a t i o n . 

Submission by  eSubmission by  eSubmission by  eSubmission by  e----ma il or com-ma il or com-ma il or com-ma il or com-
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At the January Membership Meeting, members voted to approve the 
2008 budget as proposed.  I want to thank everyone who partici-

pated in the lively discussion. 

 

We revisited many of the same themes that the Board discussed 
while preparing the budget.  Most members supported the idea of 
reducing our interest expenses by paying down more of the Club’s 
debt.  Some questioned whether we could do so without raising dues 
and fees, and all of us carefully scrutinized each item in the budget.  I pointed out that the Club’s biggest non-discretionary 
expenses – such as the pool contract, insurance and lawn care – all cost a lot more than they did two years ago.  In the end, 

members passed the budget without changes. 

 

The budget includes a modest amount for improvements to The Point, as discussed over the past couple months.  Think of 
this amount as a budget cap.  It authorizes a maximum cost, but it does not yet approve a particular design.  Once the 
Grounds Committee develops a firm proposal that fits within the approved budget, members will vote separately on whether 

to approve the proposal. 

 

On behalf of my blues band, the Acme Blues Company, I invite you to attend the Mardi Gras Party on February 9th!  We 
had a blast playing at last year’s party, and we are excited about doing it again this year.  Shine up your dancing shoes, and 

buy your tickets early! 

Chris Ruckman, Commodore 

The Bosun’sThe Bosun’sThe Bosun’sThe Bosun’s    

  Whistle  Whistle  Whistle  Whistle    

Mardi Gras Mardi Gras is coming is coming to MVYCto MVYC  

Date: February 9thDate: February 9th  

Time: 7pm Hors de oeuvres Time: 7pm Hors de oeuvres --  8pm Dinner  8pm Dinner  

Cost: $25 pp until midnight February 2; $30 pp after thatCost: $25 pp until midnight February 2; $30 pp after that  

Questions: Contact Gail Mlinarchik @ 703Questions: Contact Gail Mlinarchik @ 703--360360--76427642  

Make Checks Payable to MVYC and send to:Make Checks Payable to MVYC and send to:  

Claudia Reinsel 3702 Riverwood Ct  Alexandria,VA 22309Claudia Reinsel 3702 Riverwood Ct  Alexandria,VA 22309  

Beads!   

 

Masks! 

   

King Cake! 

Live Music by: 

ACME 

BLUES 

COMPANY 
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Highlighting Our Volunteers 
Submitted by Mike Wetzel 

 

Have you looked at the photo album in the bar at the club?  If you have, or when you do, be sure to thank George 
Holthaus, who is the photographer of many of the photos.  George has been photographing MVYC activities and people 
for many, many years.  He has said recently that he'd like to retire, and luckily, Russell Poe and a few others have been 
willing, able and well qualified to step into George's shoes.  They have a tough act to follow.  It means getting around to 
practically every MVYC event - Commissioning Day, Fourth of July, Commodore's Ball, TGIFs, work days at the 

grounds and marina - documenting in pictures the hard work of the people who make this fine club what it is. 

 

And then there's George's wife Mary Ann who does the essential job of stocking and restocking the clubhouse with party 

supplies, washing the tablecloths, and generally keeping the clubhouse event-ready. 

 

We can't ever forget Joan Jones, who organizes the weekly TGIF parties - finding sponsors, setting up tables and dinner 

supplies, washing dishes, pots and pans after each TGIF and seeing that the house gets put back in order. 

 

MVYC members like George, Mary Ann and Joan deserve our appreciation for the work they do week after week.  Their 

"small graces" add so much to our pleasure.  So ... HOORAY for them all! 

Coming Soon: Directory of Member-Owned Services and Businesses 
 

Contributed by Chris Ruckman, Commodore 

 

Have you ever wanted to tap into MVYC’s wide array of member-owned businesses and services?  Soon, a new directory 

will help you do just that.   

 

MVYC members can repair your boat canvas, bake you a fabulous duck confit, plan your next island vacation, or even sell 
you the perfect gold earrings on December 24th.  MVYC’s young adults can baby-sit your children, shovel your driveway, 
or walk your toy poodles.  In our midst, we have top-notch realtors, boat brokers, tree trimmers and photographers.  Would-

n’t it be great to have a central list of who does what?   

 

Help us compile this list!  If you own or operate a business or service, please email Karan Cerutti (ceruttik@aol.com) with 
the following information:  Name of your business or service, description (10 words max), web site, email address, business 

phone, and name of MVYC owner/operator.   
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Brrr!  February is here and we are ready to keep your spirits high and 
yourself warm with some indoor celebrations.  By the time you read this, 
we will have had a fantastic New Year’s celebration hosted by the Cer-
ruti/Stallings team and their great committee. You can find an article 

reporting on it elsewhere in the Beacon. 

 

The Art Show, co-chaired by Carol Hamrick and Madeline O'Malley, 
was a delightful afternoon provided by some very talented members and 

neighbors. Some of the art sold; all of it was enjoyed!  This issue has a few photos of the artwork. 

 

I am sure Virginia Edgell’s team did a fun Chinese New Year TGIF as well on Jan. 25, and coming right up is a Super 

Bowl gathering here at the club (Feb. 3).  Bring a chili dish or nachos.  Beer will be provided. 

 

And please don’t forget to RSVP for the Mardi Gras party on Feb. 9.  You can do this by email mvycmardi-
gras@gmail.com or by phone call to Claudia Reinsel (see the flyer in this issue for her  phone number and the address for 
mailing your check to Claudia).  There will be plenty of gumbo, jambalaya, drinks and dancing to the music provided by 

Acme Blues Co. Come join us and get your beads and masks for free! 

 

We hope to have a Valentine-themed TGIF on Feb. 15 and a St. Patrick’s Day theme TGIF on Mar. 14. 

 

The, bring your children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews to the Children’s Easter Egg Hunt on Mar. 16.  They may 

even see the Easter Bunny! 

 

Finally, coming up in March will be our new tradition of the Annual Sock Burning on Mar 29.  This will kick off the 

boating season. (See, it’s not so far away.) More on that next month. 

 

Remember our TGIF’s.  If you can sponsor one, call Joan Jones at 703-780-2965.  The next Social Committee Mtg. will be 

on Jan. 14 at 7:30 PM.  Please join us if you can. 

   Claudia Reinsel,  

     Gail Mlinarchik 

Social Committee  

In the 

Spirit 

COME ON ANDCOME ON ANDCOME ON ANDCOME ON AND    

SHOW  YOUR LOVESHOW  YOUR LOVESHOW  YOUR LOVESHOW  YOUR LOVE    

AT THE AT THE AT THE AT THE     

VALENTINES TGIFVALENTINES TGIFVALENTINES TGIFVALENTINES TGIF    

FEBRUARY 15THFEBRUARY 15THFEBRUARY 15THFEBRUARY 15TH    

XOXOXXOXOXXOXOXXOXOX    
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No Better Way to Bring in a New Year Than at the Club! (photos by  George Holthaus) 
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ART SHOW A HUGE SUCCESS 
Contributed by Bart Hewitt 

The art show was held in the MVYC clubhouse on Sunday, January 13th, and what a beautiful display of artistry it was.  
Many local artists representing many diverse expressions of artistry brought their creations to be enjoyed and (potentially) 
purchased by the more than fifty people who attended.  Nearly twenty artists, many of whom are MVYC members, partici-

pated in this event.  A table of refreshments made the show even more wonderful. 

 

Among the artists were Claudia Reinsel, Mary Galloway, David Sharpe, Madeline O'Malley, Michele Downey, Gloria 
Curry, Marvel Luyxx, Carol Hamrick, Carole Kennedy, Penny Hamrick (daughter of Carol and Jim), Chris Baden-Mayer, 
Marge and Jerry Skelly's daughter and Lew and Mike Wetzel's granddaughter. You can see by the photos that the level of 

talent was truly impressive. 

Some of the wonderful pieces displayed at the club for the Art Show!                (photos by Bart Hewitt) 
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I hope that all who attended the Frostbite had a good time. This kick-
off 2008 Power Fleet event was hosted by Gene Diotalevi, Jerry Gray, 
Bonnie Breneman, Jim Gordon, and Rick Mullins. I would like to 
thank them again for all the time and effort they put into a great menu 

and a good time.  

 

Our next Power Fleet event is the annual Overland Cruise to Tim’s 
River Shore on Saturday, February 16th at noon. This event is fun for 
the entire family:  Tim’s menu is for all.  It’s your chance to try some 

fried pickles, or maybe you prefer their crab balls. There is a variety of seafood dishes, or if you prefer, you can go with a 

burger & fries. There is also plenty of food on the menu for little lubbers.   

 

I would like to invite all members of the Power Fleet to come to the clubhouse on Tuesday, February 19th for a meeting at 
8pm. If you are not a power boater and would like to attend please do. We have a full calendar of events to discuss and I 

would like to open the floor for additional events. I look forward to seeing you all there. 

 
Power 

Fleet 

News 

By 

Alexi Stavropolous 

2008 Power Fleet 

Overland Cruise to Tim’s 

Rivershore
• Who is invited? 

Everyone

• Where?  Tim’s 

Rivershore

• When?  February 

16th

• Time:  Noon

• How:  By Car

Tim’s By Land  

 
From I95, exit 152A (Dumfries). Bottom of the hill make a 
left onto Northbound Rt 1 (Jeff Dav is Hwy). 2nd traffic 
light turn right on River Heritage Blvd, between the Shell 

and the Wal-Mart. Proceed thru the 4-way stop sign. 
They're still doing road construction so follow the detour 
signs--3 lanes go down to one and then make that left 

(Harbor Station Rd). Those 3 lanes go down to one--again, 
follow the detour sign and make the right hand turn. You'll 
then make a left to be on Cherry Hill Road. Follow that a 

couple miles down a windy curvy road, cross the railroad 
tracks and your dead end at the river. Tim's is down the 

gravel on the left hand side. 
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Social Calendar 2008 
 

Jan. 13- Art Show 

Jan. 20- Power Fleet  Frostbite BBQ

  

Jan. 25- TGIF Chinese New Year 

-------------------------------------------------------  

Feb. 3- Super Bowl 

Feb. 9- Mardi Gras 

Feb. 15-  TGIF Valentine?? 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Mar. 14- TGIF St. Patrick’s Day 

Mar. 16- Children’s Easter Party 

Mar.29- Sock Burning   

-------------------------------------------------------- 

May 2- TGIF Cinco de Mayo 

May 4-  Commissioning Day 

May 10- Mother’s Day Tea 

May 26-  Memorial Day BBQ 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

June 21- New Members Party 

 

July 4- Softball, Pool activities, parade,  

  Point. bbq & fireworks 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Aug. 22-24 PowerFleet to Coles Pt. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Sep.19- TGIF International  

  “talk like a pirate” 

Sep.20- Cruise/raft-up 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Oct. 4- Oktoberfest 

Oct. 24- TGIF Halloween theme 

Oct.25- Children’s Halloween party and 
  Poyster Roast 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Nov. 15- Commodore’s Ball  

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Dec. 13- Member’s Christmas Party 

Dec. 14- Children’s Christmas Party 

Dec. 31- New Year’s Eve Party 

--------------------------------------------------------- 

Lobster Bake date yet to be determined. 

MALE  SINGERS  WANTED 
Contributed by Bart Hewitt (Little Olde Short Guy) 

 

I wonder if we could organize a really excellent men's singing group that could (1) sing at MVYC events, (2) 
occasionally sing for charitable organizations and other stuff in our community (like the Mount Vernon Com-
munity Band, for instance).  I'm looking for singers who are professional level or very good amateurs - singers 
who can read music well and sing well.  Candidates will be auditioned, and do not need to be MVYC members.  

If you are such a singer, or know of one who is and might be interested, please contact me at behewitt@cox.net.  
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March 2008 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    
        1 

2 3 

AM Clubhouse 

closed for cleaning 

4 5 6 

0800 Garden 

Club  

2000 Member-

ship Mtg 

7 

1900 TGIF 

8 

9 10 

AM Clubhouse clo sed  

for cleaning  

1930 Social Comm 

Mtg 

11 12 13 14 

1900 TGIF 

St Patrick Theme 

15 

16 

Children’s Easter 

Party 

17 

AM Clubhouse clo sed 

for cleaning  

1930 Board Mtg 

18 19 20 

1930 CG Aux 

Mtg 

21 

1900 TGIF 

22 

23 24 

AM Clubhouse 

closed for cleaning 

25 26 27 
28 

1900 TGIF 

29 

2d Annual Sock 

Burning Ceremony at 

the Point 

February 2008 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    
      1 

  

2 

  

3 

Superbowl 

4 

AM Clubhouse Closed 

5 6 7 

0800 Garden Club 

2000 Membership 

Mtg 

8 

NO TGIF 

9 

Mardi Gras – 1900 

 

10 11 

AM Clubhouse Closed 

  

1930 Social 

Committee 

12 13 14 

1930 Aux CG 

15 

1900 TGIF –  

Valentine theme 

16  Cruise to Tim’s  

Rivershore 

17 18 

AM Clubhouse Closed 

  

1930 Board Mtg 

19 20 21 22 

1900 TGIF 

23 

24 25 

AM Clubhouse Closed 

26 27 28 29 

1900 TGIF 
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Long term care insurance is underwritten by John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117. Insurance products offered through John Hancock Life Insurance 

Company.  Registered  Representative/Securit ies and Investment Advisory S ervices  offered through Signator Investors, Inc., Member  NASD, SIPC   a  Registered Investment 

Advisor. 8607 Westwood Center  Drive, 3rd Floor, Vienna VA 22182 (703) 893-2550                 180-02092007-13111055  

I nd e p e nd e nce .  P l a nn i ng  Ahead .  

Independence means the financial security to live life the way you—and your family—
choose. And long term care insurance plays a big role in making that a reality. 

 

As a member of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club, you and your family are eligible for 

premium discounts on long-term care insurance from John Hancock Life Insurance 

Company. 

 

For a complimentary consultation or further information, please contact: 

Faisal Haq, Financial Advisor 

(703) 287-7134 or fsyed-haq@jhnetwork.com 

 

Other services provided include: 

» Asset Management   » Retirement Planning 

» Estate Conservation Strategies  » Business Planning  

» Life Insurance    » Annuities 
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 The Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

4817 Tarpon Ln 

Alexandria, VA 22309 


