
Summer is finally upon us. The days
are long and the River is inviting.
It is the time boaters enjoy. Our 
pool is open and the Club is in full
swing with all the activities that
draw us here. 

We ended June with a great New Members Party. We had a 
huge turn out to this annual event with over 130 members 
who came out to welcome 11 new members to our MVYC 
family. We had live music performed by Tommy and The 
Bahamas, delicious boardwalk food provided by Gail and 
Tom Curcio and a signature drink that put smiles on 
many. As the night went on, many of us heard the pool 
calling our names and telling us we needed to take the 
plunge. Many thanks to Gail Curcio, her entire committee, 
as well as the volunteers who made this wonderful 
evening possible. Thank you to all that attended this party 
to welcome our newest members to MVYC.

Now that summer is really here, it is time to take pleasure 
in another great season. School is finally out and the pool 
is now opening later! The Fourth of July is a few days away. 
Picnics, raft ups, cruises and days in the sun are beckoning 
us all. Enjoy! 

(Continued on page 2)
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Join us on Independence Day for one of the premier family events of the year! On July 3rd, 
come down to the Point and watch the Parade of Lights. The decorated boats light up as 
they leave the marina at dusk. The 4th starts with our annual softball game, open to all 
ages, at Grist Mill Park. You don’t need to be an athlete to play. Immediately after the 
game is a full day of fun at the pool with plenty of pool games and the concession stand 
will be open.

One reminder: we cannot allow any fireworks at MVYC. Explosives and gasoline-
powered boats just don’t mix!

The fleets are already doing their things and the Swim Team is in full swing. The last 
home meet is on July 8th so come on out and support your Dolphins! It’s a fun way to 
spend a Saturday morning and kick off the weekend.

Lastly, our hard working the Beacon staff will be taking its usual summer vacation and 
therefore there will be no August issue. Have a safe and fun summer!

Bosun’s Whistle (Continued from cover page)
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2017 Pool Schedule Mon-Thu Fri Sat Sun

June 24 to August 26
(Summer hours)

Daily 11AM-9PM
(June 24 only: 11AM-3PM)

August 27 to 
September 1

(School in session)
2PM-8PM 2PM-9PM 11AM-8PM

September 2-4 
(Labor Day Weekend)

Monday 
only:

11AM-8PM 
11AM-9PM 11AM-8PM

September 5-10
(Extended week)

4PM-8PM 4PM-8PM Noon-5PM
Noon-

5PM

Pool News
With Independence Day falling on a Tuesday this year, there's no better
excuse for a mid-week pool party. Come on down to the pool for a day
of races and games, food and drink, sun and fun -- including the 
ever-popular Pain Dive competition! Stay tuned for details via email.

If you've never attended a Dolphins swim meet, you might like it!
They are fun for one and all. The competition is fantastic, and you won't want to miss 
when Dolphin competitor Rose Spollen sings the National Anthem! The next home meet 
is Saturday, July 8th starting at 9 AM.

Thanks to all of the pool "regulars" for helping us control forgotten toys and personal 
items. We empty the lost-and-found bin every Friday, but everyone has been great about 
clearing the deck at the end of the day.

Summer pool
hours began on
Sunday, June 25,
with the pool
open daily 11 AM
to 9 PM. 

Pool Director
Chris Ruckman
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Summer days driftin’ away, to uh-oh those summer nights. Sounds like a pretty perfect 
summer day, the kind you can have hanging at the club by the pool or out on your boat 
rafted up with other members. Summer is in full swing. Days are long and the nights are 
short. Weather is hot. The pool and river are refreshing. And, yes, school is finally out. It 
doesn’t get much better. I hope everyone is enjoying their summer. 

The marina is running in full gear with our boaters coming and going. Activity in the 
marina is at its peak. As is par for the course, the occasional hiccup occurs. Sometimes our 
boats don’t cooperate and repairs are needed. This keeps the work dock particularly busy. 
With this in mind, it is important to contact the marina director in advance for those times 
when you need the work dock. This keeps conflicts to a minimum and allows access for all 
our slip holders. Also, if you get towed in and have to tie up on the gas dock wall, please let 
the marina director know, so we can make the proper arrangements to keep your stay on 
the gas dock wall to a minimum. 

Consideration for all our fellow slip holders is what keeps the marina running well. If you 
see someone in need, help them out. If you have tips and/or trade secrets from which 
other members could benefit, share them. Let’s look out for each other and keep this the 
best club on the Potomac. On that note, I think it’s a good time to rekindle “What’s Up, 
Dock?” from the days of our fine marina being co-chaired by Bill Gard and David 
Miskimens. If you have tips, tales, or treasures to share with our fellow slip holders and/or 
club members, submit them to me for entry into this column. It is a great venue to share 
our contributions.

Work in the marina is constantly in progress. Slip holders from A dock and B dock have 
pressure washed their docks. Thank you to those who helped with that effort. We need C 
dock and D dock slip holders to unite and get their docks pressure washed. Hopefully the 
slip assignments are now posted on the website to facilitate communication with your 
fellow slip holders on your dock. We are constantly changing light bulbs, and if it hasn’t 
yet occurred, I will soon be replacing the non-slip treads on the floating dock ramps.

Lastly, if you see anything within the marina that needs to be addressed or if you have any 
suggestions, please send an email to marina@mvyc.net and we will look into it.

Marina News By: John Binette
Marina Director
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On Your Mark! (Swim Team News)

Swim Team
Representative
Sherry Catron

The Dolphins made a splash at their first home meet with two club records
falling and a number of swimmers making it to the top ten in the league.
Not to mention there was lots of cheering and eating of ring pops. 

Si Daw broke the 50 freestyle record of 25.95 which Kyle Beggan set in
1992 for 15-18 boys with a new time of 25.45. Then moving on to
backstroke, Ryan Catron broke the 50 backstroke record for 15-18 boys
of 31.10 of Andy Gale set in 1983 with a time of 28.63. Not only did these boys break club 
records but made to the top of the entire DCCL swim league in their events. 

But we had a number of swimmers throw down top ten times in the league at our first 
meet:

• Jackie Henderson is 10th in 8 and under girls 25m freestyle and 8th in 25m butterfly.
• Tess Mahon is 8th in 8 and under girls 25m backstoke.
• Grace Kelly is 2nd in 13-14 girls 50m freestyle, 4th in 50 breaststroke and 6th in  100m 

Individual Medley
• Sydney Catron is 1st in 15-18 girls 50 freestyle, 50 backstroke and 100 Individual Medley; 

2nd for 50m butterfly. 
• Max Parrish is 5th in 13-14 boys 50m breaststroke.
• Ryan Catron is 1st in boys 50m backstroke and 100 Individual Medley; 4th in 50m 

breaststroke and 2nd in 50m butterfly.
• Si Daw is 1st in 15-18 boys 50m freestyle, 5th in 50 backstroke, 7th in 50m fly and 7th in 

100 Individual Medley. 

These of course will fluctuate through the course of the season but a tremendous start for 
our mighty Dolphins. There were lots of personal bests and personal successes, like our 5 
and 6 year olds that completed their first races. And with no tears! That is truly a great 
accomplishment. Thank you to all the parents that ran the concession stand, timed, 
officiated the meet and organized our swimmers. 

Coming up next week is our second meet of the season at home against our neighbors Mt. 
Vernon Country Club so if you are around the club please stop by and cheer us on. 

A big thank you to all the club members that came out for the first ever Taco TGIF poolside 
to support the swim team. It was a fun evening poolside and it has spurred some ideas for 
future fun. Nicole Mahon did a great job organizing the event for us with lots of help from 
Jenn Henderson, Lahn Servello and many others. Next time we know that beef tacos are by 
far the club favorite as almost 10lbs of ground beef was eaten in less than an hour!  

WANTED: 11-12 Boy Swimmer
Without a swimmer in each age/gender category we are handicapped from the 
beginning of the meet. 

If you have a swimmer that can fill this important role please contact Sherry Catron 
at (703)919-8187 or email at sacatron@verizon.net
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Meet our Dolphins



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
MVYC 

Parade of 
Lights

Softball & 
Pool Party

TGIF
(Host Needed) Swim Meet

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Bastille Day 

TGIF

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
DCCL Relay 

Carnival Board 
Meeting

Luau TGIF
(Poolside)

Dolphins 
Movie Night

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
TGIF

(Host Needed)

30 31
Dolphins

Award 
Banquet

July 2017
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Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. Please be mindful of entering/leaving the clubhouse 
on these dates.

PRYCA Float-In

Security News

Security Chair
Bonnie Breneman

The summer season seems to be in full swing—boaters, swimmers,
picnickers! We are so lucky to have such wonderful facilities to indulge
our senses in & near the water. The safety and comfort standards that
have been set & supported by the Board and Committee Chairs seem
to be working, but this is also the time of year to be on the alert for
mischief. As they say, if you see something, say something. Let me
know if there is a security issue that needs to be addressed. Have a great summer!

SECURITY ALERT: There seems to be a misunderstanding about the access devices (cards 
and/or fobs) which are issued upon joining MVYC, or added or replaced at a later date. 
These devices provide master access (all keypads) and, as such, are for use by head(s) of 
household and/or spouse(s). For dependents (family members living in your household), 
limited access devices are available for pool & pedestrian gate, or pool, pedestrian gate and 
auto gate, depending on age/need of the dependent. To be clear, master devices may not be 
used by anyone other than head(s) of household and/or spouse(s).

If you need a limited access device for your dependent, as defined in the Rules and 
Procedures, please contact me at security@mvyc.org with your request. Make sure your 
household information is up to date in the membership directory. If you need help 
accessing your info in the directory, contact communications@mvyc.org.
Thank you for your help. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5
Poolside 

Family TGIF

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

TGIF
(Host Needed)

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
TGIF

(Host Needed)

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Board 
Meeting Point Party TGIF

(Host Needed)

27 28 29 30 31
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Club rental dates highlighted in 
yellow. Please be mindful of 
entering/leaving the clubhouse 
on these dates.

MVYC Summer Cruise

August 2017

Social News

Social Director
Monika Ortiz

A lot of parents pack up their troubles and send them off to summer camp.
- Raymond Duncan

Ah, summer! The days are warmer, the nights are longer (and just as warm)
and you might find yourself with more free time than in seasons past. 
Every time summer rolls around, we can’t wait to try out the season’s
freshest trends, go on that vacation we’ve been planning and try out something new. What 
is summer without a bucket list? Plan out some fun things to do during summer, sit down 
and make a list of things you want to be able to do before the end of summer. Even though 
many of us will still be working a lot, it is very important to make time for yourself, your 
friends, and your family. 

So far we’ve had a great start to summer… Chris and Dan O’Keefe put on a great “A” Dock 
TGIF. We were also fortunate to welcome our new members in style, thanks to Gale Curcio
and her crew for turning our pool deck into a boardwalk of dreams. We've danced the night 
away to the performance of the Tommy and the Bahamas band. Don’t forget to attend the 
annual MVYC softball game on July 4th at Gristmill Park at 9:30 a.m. In July we will be 
treated to a “Bastille Day TGIF” event hosted by our very own Trish and Terry Enright with 
a Family Curcio and Kuletz assist! The following week we will enjoy a poolside luau hosted 
by the Team Williamson with Heather Feaster and EJ Stone. 

Let’s make it a summer to remember! 

*All events are subject to change, so watch the calendar closely*

July 4th - Softball Game/Pool Events
July 14th - Bastille Day TGIF
July 21st - Poolside Luau



www.mvyc.net July 2017The Beacon – pg 8

Welcome Aboard! Please join me in welcoming four new families
to the club. Two of our new members are following in their parents’
footsteps and carrying on the family tradition that is such a
cornerstone of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club.

Guy & Bonnie Burlage will be residing part-time in Bonnie’s family home on Carlby
Lane. Bonnie is the daughter of the late longtime club members, Red and Connie Brown 
and the sister of club member George Brown. Guy is from Tidewater, Virginia where he 
grew up in a family with 5 sons who were members of an internationally known band. He 
is now a full time singer-songwriter and entertains skiers, boaters and golfers from 
Maine to Florida. Bonnie is a former ski pro and a sailor who is looking forward to sailing 
opportunities on the family sailboat. Guy and Bonnie both enjoy travelling as their main 
hobby.

David Donock grew up in Vienna, Virginia and at the Mount Vernon Yacht Club! He 
remembers helping his dad, past Commodore Steve Donock work all night at the club in 
September of 2003 to minimize storm surge damage during Hurricane Isabel. After 
college, David started working at the Department of Defense, joined the Coast Guard 
Reserve and worked part-time as a Captain aboard Odyssey III on the Potomac River in 
D.C. He balanced these three jobs for three years and has now resigned his Captain’s 
license and went inactive in the Reserves. With more free time, David is looking forward 
to being an active member of our club.

Ira & Mary Schoen are residents of Yacht Haven and have attended several events as 
guests. Both are retired from long management careers in the Federal government. Mary 
grew up in an Air Force family that moved around to many bases across the country and 
Ira grew up in Yonkers, New York. Ira is a private investigator and teaches part-time as 
an Adjunct Professor in Criminal Justice at George Mason University. Mary is an active 
volunteer and served on the boards of the Welcome Club of Northern Virginia and the 
Twig organization, which raises funds for Alexandria Hospital. They moved to Yacht 
Haven in February. Soon after moving in, they received a welcome visit from their next-
door neighbor, club member Josephine Bennett. After Jo left, Mary started to piece things 
together and realized that Jo had been a very close friend of her mother’s back when their 
families lived Kentucky. Mary has taken this as a sign that their move to Yacht Haven 
was “meant to be”.

John & Gayle Wood attended a TGIF as guests and they were so impressed with the 
warmth of our members, that they submitted an application the next week! Gayle has 
volunteered and held leadership positions in numerous organizations in this area over 
the years and John puts in long days working for the National Security Council. They have 
one son who lives in Charlottesville and is pursuing a career in music. During our 
interview, we discovered that Pam Beggan was their son’s music teacher!

New Applicants: One new applications
have been posted at the clubhouse. 
Members are encouraged to review these
applications. Any comments should be
forwarded to me at 
membership@mvyc.net.

Membership News

Membership Director
Teresa Dyer

New MVYC Applicants
Greg & Elita Smith
• Residents of Yacht Haven
• Endorsed by Gail Richmond & Wayne D’Angelo
• Posted until July 5th
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New Member Party
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The weather was iffy and so were my batteries on After Hours this
Memorial Day weekend, but we still managed to have the first official
raft-up of 2017! Special thanks for Neal and Stacy Beggan for dropping
the hook and more importantly towing After Hours back to the club at
the end of day. Did I mention iffy batteries?

June 16th – 18th was the first PRYC event of 2017, hosted by the Cobb 
Island Yacht Club. A Celtic Festival was the theme event this year. Kilts, foods, Scotch and 
Celtic music - what’s not to like? The Cobb Island Yacht Club (CIYC) holds the first PRYC 
event each year and every year is a blast. Consider joining us next year. We had 5 boats 
from MVYC attend this year, but there was plenty of room for more.

July 3rd is our annual Parade of Lights! Thanks to Chris Ruckman and Diane Wilson who 
have been running this Parade for many years now. The parade starts around dusk (9:00 
pm), but boats should be heading out to marker around 8:45 pm to line up. The parade 
finishes with a big dock party an hour or so later (all are welcome!). So get your boat ready, 
but if you can’t, be sure to come down to the Point and cheer on the captains as they parade 
by.

August 18-20th is the date for this year’s “Hot Fun Cruise”. Dennis Point Marina, located 
off of the St. Mary’s river in Maryland, will be the port of destination. I hope you will 
consider joining us. Gas is super cheap, around $2.35 per gallon at MVYC, so come on! 
Please send an email (including name, length and beam of boat) to Powerfleet@mvyc.net. 
We are trying to get a count for the marina so they can put us all together as a group. 
Thanks in advance!

August 26th is going to be the FIRST annual joint ODBC\MVYC Poker run, benefitting the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society! There will be 5 stops along the Potomac River -- ODBC, 
Gang Plank, Columbia Island Capitol Yacht Club and Yards Marina (right near Nationals 
Park). Here’s how it works: each boat will collect one card at each stop; come back to ODBC 
within the time limit and the best hand wins a prize! Also, a Top Prize goes to the boat that 
raises the most money! Pre-registration is recommended, $150.00 of pledged fundraising 
gets your team name (individuals can give themselves a team name) on the tee shirt, and 
one poker hand (the more money you raise the more free stuff you get). 

Please go to this website to register and get detailed information: 
http://www.leukemiacup.org/nca/localchapter/powerboat

Power Fleet News

Power Fleet
Captain

Mike Holland

Upcoming MVYC Meetings
Please mark your calendars for these MVYC meetings, in the 
Clubhouse.

Membership meetings: 
• Meetings cancelled until

Thursday, September 7
at 8:00

Board meetings:
• Monday, July 17 at 7:30
• Monday, August 21 at 7:30
• Monday, September 18 at 7:30
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Cobb Island YC Celtic Games
Team “Mac” Vernon
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