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Upcoming Meetings 

In the Club House 

 

Pat McCarthy, Secretary, secretary@mvyc.net 

Board Meetings 

3rd Monday of each month 

 

September 19, 2016 at 7:30pm 

October 17, 2016 at 7:30pm 

 

Membership Meetings 

1st Thursday of each month 

 

October 6, 2016 at 8:00pm 

November 3, 2016 at 8:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bosun’s Whistle: 

Steve Donock, Commodore commodore@mvyc.net 
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It’s hard to believe that we’re in September and summer is winding down.  Especially when, as I write 

this, we’re expecting a high of just shy of 100 tomorrow!  I hope everyone had a great summer filled with 

whatever you joined the Club for – swimming or boating…or both.  Along with cooler weather 

(hopefully) September brings the return of Membership Meetings.  I hope to see you all at the next few as 

we have a lot of important issues on the horizon.  There’s a By-Law amendment (discussed at the May 

Membership Meeting) regarding electronic communication; work by, and then a report from, the 

Nominating Committee; never ending work on our infrastructure, and much more.  We also try to mix in 

fellowship so, if you haven’t been to a meeting in a while, please come out and join us. 

While we didn’t meet formally, the summer was far from quiet.  Most noteworthy was our 60
th
 

Anniversary Party on the Point.  We had a record turnout but if you somehow missed it make sure to 

check out the Club website for details.  We saw a renewed Dock Party TGIF theme (“A” Dock set a 

pretty high bar for the rest of us), the PRYCA Float-In (our valiant efforts gave us a second place finish), 

Red Brown Cruise, countless boat trips and raft-ups and another great season for our own Dolphin’s 

Swim Team.  The weather will cool soon but that shouldn’t stop us from fun on the Point and on the 

water! 

Wrap ups of many of our summer events, and details of those that are still to come, are elsewhere in this 

issue and on the Club’s website – www.mvyc.net.  I want to thank all the members who make these 

events successful.  We are doing very well but will only continue to thrive with the participation of all our 

members.  It’s very gratifying to see new faces along with “older” faces at events and working on projects 

around the Club.  We can’t do it without you! 

Here’s wishing everyone a pleasant late summer/early fall season.  See you around the Club! - Steve 

 

Grounds Update:  Rob Catron, Grounds Director, grounds@mvyc.net 
If you are interested in helping the Grounds Committee throughout the year, please contact me. — Rob 

House Update:  Amy Walker, House Director, house@mvyc.net 

Let there be Light! It seems last month was “Lightbulb Replacement” month: Floodlights, bar lights, and 

elevator lights. I am slowly repainting some of the metal doors that are showing some rust. It’s lipstick on 

a pig but they look better. We signed a contract with ME Flow to maintain our HVAC units. 3 out of our 

5 units are originals from 2000. We get 2 yearly inspections, cleanings and filter changes. Thanks to Matt 

Mathes and his plumbing company, Griffin, for helping unclog a drain in the Lifeguards room as well 

repairing a leak in the House men’s room that had damaged the wall. Bless them for showing up within 

24hrs. As always, be sure to close the blinds, turn off tv’s/ lights and lock all doors before you leave.   

Peace, Amy Walker 

 

http://www.mvyc.net/
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Security Update:  Jeff Kirkland, Security Director, 
security@mvyc.net 

MVYC Security Director at:  security@mvyc.net - Jeff 

Marina Update:  John Binette, Marina Director, marina@mvyc.net 

Well the summer months have passed us by and September is upon us.  August proved to be so hot even 

our 5 o’clock club had trouble hanging at the point.  Our summer vacations have come and gone.  Kids 

are back to school.  Things are returning to “normal”.  While the pool is closed, the marina is still very 

much open for business, and our boating season should continue for a couple of months.  There is plenty 

of boating season left.  Take advantage. 

With the temperatures starting to dip, we hope to also take advantage around the marina.  We are planning 

to have a shipment of wood brought in to start replacing the sections of the apron in dire need.  We will 

start with the areas most in need, then move on to other areas as the wood and time allow.  We could use 

volunteers, so if interested please contact me at marina@mvyc.net,   

With Larry Ichter’s hard work, we have a lot of new members and in turn a lot of new boaters within the 

marina.  Some of our new boaters may not be aware of a very nice marina feature, the fuel dock.  We are 

very lucky to have acquired a special use permit allowing the fuel dock within our marina and extremely 

fortunate to have the fuel dock in the capable hands of MVYC member, Mike Phelps, and all the 

volunteers who man the pump throughout the boating season.  Their behind the scenes work ensures fuel 

continues to be available to all our boating members at a very reasonable price.  The conditions of our 

permit, however, are very specific.  The fuel dock is only allowed to operate on Saturdays and Sundays 

from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Operation of the fuel dock outside these parameters is limited to non-

member emergencies of vessels trying to return to their home port.  Deviation from these conditions could 

result in the loss of this privilege for all our boating members.  These conditions are a matter of law with 

our special use permit.  Please understand these conditions, plan accordingly, arrive on-time, and treat our 

volunteers with nothing less than the utmost respect as they serve you so we may all continue to benefit 

from our fuel dock. 

As always, if you see anything within the marina that needs to be addressed, if you would like to 

volunteer, or you have any suggestions, please send an email to marina@mvyc.net and we will look into 

it.  Enjoy the remainder of the boating season. 

John Binette, MVYC Marina Director 

 

 

mailto:security@mvyc.net
mailto:marina@mvyc.net
mailto:marina@mvyc.net
mailto:marina@mvyc.net


www.mvyc.net The Beacon July 2016 

Membership News: Larry Ichter, membership@mvyc.net 

Welcome Aboard - We have three new members joining this summer. 

 

 

Mike and Noelle Dunn live in Stratford Landing.  Mike is an engineer working for the Department of 

Defense at the Mark Center.  He is an avid scuba diver and has over 3,400 dives to his credit.  Noelle has 

a dental practice in downtown DC.  She grew up in Annapolis and has enjoys spending free time on the 

water.  They have two-year-old twins.  They joined just in time to join us at the 60
th
 anniversary party.  

With their 18-foot powerboat, the last boat slip in the Club has been assigned.  

 

 

 

Mark and Erin Schmit live in Old Town and have enjoyed using the pool over the hot summer.  Mark is 

the Executive Director for the Society for Human Resource Management Foundation and has worked for 

them for six years.  Erin is an ESOL teacher for 3
rd

 and 4
th
 graders.  After working in Prince William 

County for several years, she is moving her job closer to home and will be starting with Alexandria City 

Schools this fall.  They are both avid Green Bay Packer fans and were married at Lambeau Field. 

mailto:membership@mvyc.net
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Magnus and Lisa Nirell live on Millburn Court right across from the Galliots.  Magnus works in the 

software business and competes in CrossFit.  Lisa owns a publishing and marketing consulting firm, 

EnergizeGrowth.  She is an avid open water swimmer.  They share their home with their two cats. 

New Applicants - Four new applications were posted downstairs at the Clubhouse for: 

 Tom Hayes  

 Bill and Ann Todd 

 Brian and Colleen Elson 

 Kris and Susan Haidai 

While the 30 day posting period has expired, any comments should be forwarded to me at 

membership@mvyc.net before the September 19 Board Meeting. 

As always, members are encouraged to recruit new members. Be sure to meet new neighbors who have 

recently moved in and bring them as guests to Club functions - Larry Ichter, Membership Chair 

 

Pontoon Fleet Update:  John Gaydos  

Please STAY TOONED!  - John 

Pool Update:  Gene Diotalevi, pool@mvyc.net  

For questions, please contact pool@mvyc.net.  - Gene 

Power Fleet Update:  Mike Holland, powerfleet@mvyc.net 

mailto:pool@mvyc.net
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Hot , hot, hot fun in the sun was the theme for this summer. The 12th annual Parade of Lights, run by 

Chris Ruckman and Diane Wilson, was a grand success (as usual). 13 boats lit up and headed out. It 

would have been 14, but La Rea had one bulb out, so we couldn’t see her. For those who participated 

“Give me a ping, Vasili. One ping only, please. “ 

Meanwhile, the first annual Poker run had to be postponed due to 10097 degree temperatures and 180 

percent humidity. Ok, ok, maybe a slight exaggeration, but it was hot enough to reschedule. We’re 

thinking about running it the weekend of the Overnight in Old Town. More information on that will come 

out in September via email.  

As of the writing of this article, MVYC has 17 boats and over 55 club members heading down to Coles 

Point VA on August 26th for a long weekend of boating, swimming, horseshoes and possibly a cold drink 

or two. If you didn’t sign up this year please think about joining us next year. If you don’t have a boat, 

Coles Point has many cabins, RV parking and a large camp ground. We always have fun and so would 

you! 

Believe it or not October is coming up fast and that means our annual overnight to Old Town will be here 

soon as well. The dates are October 7
th
, 8

th
 and 9

th
. All are welcome. If you can’t boat up to Old Town, 

drive or catch a ride with a fellow club member. As usual, the “5 o’clock on the docks party” will happen 

on Saturday the 8
th
. Please be sure to bring something to share! 

THANKS! -Captain Mike 

 

 

PRYCA Update: POTOMAC RIVER YACHT CLUBS ASSOCIATION 

By Delegate Pat McCarthy 

 

The long hot days of summer have passed as have the three special PRYCA annual summer 

boating activities, the Summer Kick Off at Cobb Island, the Float-In at Point Look out, and the 

Dog Days of August at Aquia Harbor.  I hope you have enjoyed them as much as we did 

organizing the activities and that you will plan ahead for next year to join one or all of these 

wonderful events with many of our enthusiastic captains and crews.   As we cruise into the 

autumn the PRYCA enters a period of planning and organizing for next year’s events.   Several 

meetings with Board members and Delegates are planned throughout the rest of this year.  We 

are also hoping to expand past the current 21 member clubs with the possible addition of Lodge 

Creek Yacht Club and the Potomac River Yacht Club.  Our next Board and Delegates meeting 

will be held mid-September at the Prince William Yacht Club.  Don’t hesitate to contact me if 

you are interested in PRYCA activities. 
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Ships Store:  If you would like to purchase 60th Anniversary glasses they are 2 for $25.00 or 1 

for $14.00. Please contact Janet Fincher to purchase glasses or anything else you need from the Ship Store  

 

Social Update:  Monika Ortiz, Social Director, social@mvyc.net 

Greetings fellow club members, with the summer days dwindling down the social life at the MVYC club 

is getting back into the swing. The A Dock hosted a TGIF on the docks with great attendance and a lot of 

good food.  We are kicking off the fall season with the annual Oktoberfest party on September 24
th
 

included are all the traditional staples: Live music, homebrew, fantastic dishes and desserts!  We have 

some great TGIF’s coming up as well but there are plenty of Friday’s open so please do sign up and let 

your imagination run wild! 

The preparations are in full swing for the annual Commodores Ball, coming up November 5
th
, 2016. Save 

the date! Next Social Committee meeting will be held September 14
th
 at 7:45pm at the club. 

Available TGIF Dates: 

9/2/2016                9/23/2016               9/30/2016 

10/7/2016             10/14/2016             10/21/2016             10/28/2016 

11/4/2016             11/11/2016             11/18/2016             11/25/2016 

Email: social@mvyc.net to claim your date. 

 

Submitted by Lauren Bazel:  MVYC Celebrates 60 Years of Fun and Friendship 

On June 25, the Mount Vernon Yacht Club celebrated its 60
th
 Anniversary.  If you were there, you know 

what a great time was had by all.  From planning, to partying, to breakdown, the event represented the 

best of MVYC – a crew of volunteers working hard together to mark this milestone diamond anniversary 

and having a lot of fun doing it. 

The dancing shoes were put to the test by Chris Ruckman, who pulled together music suggestions from 

members and developed quite an enjoyable playlist.  Of course, all the dancing was required to work off a 

fantastic buffet prepared by Chef Troy Clayton and an amazing cake made and decorated with all the 

appropriate bling by Jess Flesch.  

In between eating, drinking, and dancing the 164 guests were treated to a wonderful trip down memory 

lane thanks to Diane Wilson and Chris Ruckman.  They spent a lot of time going through old photos from 

the past 60 years, having them printed out in black and white, and setting them out as runners on the 

tables.  People wandered around to each table in the hunt for pictures from good times past and were able 

to take photos home when the night was over. For those who didn’t go from table to table, a slide show of 

the pictures was running throughout the night as well.  It was a great way to reminisce and to introduce 

our new members to the fun and friendship they have to look forward to.   

In case anyone needed to hear the stories that accompanied many of those photos, we did have on hand – 

and celebrate – our longest-serving member, Margaret Mayer.  We made sure to raise a glass to Margaret 

mailto:social@mvyc.net
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in recognition of her 50 years as an MVYC member, as well as toast to the 18 new families who had 

joined MVYC as of the end of June. 

While not all of the new members could make the party, of those who did attend, Scott and Rebecca 

Williamson were the lucky winners of two complementary tickets to the Commodore’s Ball on November 

5 that was tucked inside their goody bag.  This serves as a gentle reminder to mark your calendar for that 

event now so you don’t miss it!   

In true MVYC spirit, Scott and Rebecca also pitched in as volunteers at the event and their son, Logan, 

worked alongside a crew of other junior members who helped with the buffet and with cleanup.  A special 

thanks to that junior crew – Patrick Spollen, Will Evans, Anna Evans, Ryan Catron and Caroline 

Armstrong.  Without them it would have been a very long night stacking dishes and glasses. 

As you can imagine, pulling an event off like this takes a lot of time and talent.  I can’t mention everyone 

individually in this article but there are a few shout-outs needed to people who worked especially hard on 

this party.  Thank you Chris Bazel, Christine Stavropoulos, Diane Wilson, Chris Ruckman, Jess Flesch, 

Steve Donock, Jeff & Alex Kirkland, Dave Walker, Troy Clayton, Woody Evans, Jimmy & Monika 

Ortiz, Jayne & Michael Prescott, Trish & Terry Enright, Fred Brown, Mitchell & Jane Mutnick, Chris & 

Dan O’Keefe, Pat McCarthy, Cathy & Terry Stott, Tom Curcio and Ted & Peggy Pearsoll. Everyone who 

helped out deserves a big round of applause for their tremendous efforts. 

Russell Poe has already put his event pictures on the MVYC website.  If you would like to add to that 

online gallery, please send your photos to mvycnews@mvyc.net. 
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2016 FASHION SHOW 

The Yacht Haven Garden Club is presenting their 33
rd

 annual Fashion Show and Luncheon, 

“Bon Voyage”, on Thursday, October 13, 2016 - 10am at the Fort Belvoir Officers Club in 

Alexandria.  Fashions for women of all sizes will be provided by Details of Occoquan. Yacht 

Haven Garden Club works to further education in horticulture, floral design and conservation 

among its members and the surrounding community. To achieve these goals, our proceeds will 

be divided among the following projects and organizations: The American Horticulture Society 

(River Farm), The Univ. of Maryland (honey bee project), The National Arboretum Friendship 

Garden, Fort Belvoir Wounded Warrior Healing Garden, Sherwood Hall Library Garden and 

beautification of neighborhood entrances. In addition, we have a Scholarship Fund for students 

pursuing an education in horticulture.  For further information and tickets contact: Kathy Ichter, 

Ichter@verizon.net 

 

mailto:Ichter@verizon.net
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Mount Vernon Travel 2016 
 Friends and Family Trips 

Call now to reserve your seats! Deposit required.  
Mount Vernon Travel, Inc.    703-799-9400 

8601 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309 

Atlantic City Day Trip 
Saturday, October 1, 2016 

Cost: $35.00 per Person 

 
Price includes: Round trip motor coach 

transportation to an Atlantic City Casino 
with cash back. Bus departs from the Mount 
Vernon area at 8:00 AM and returns at 10:00 
PM. All passengers must be at least 21 years 

of age. 

 New York City Day Trip 
Saturday, December 10, 2016 

Cost: $165.00 per Person 

 
Price includes: Round trip motor coach 
transportation to New York City and 

Admission to the Radio City Christmas 
Spectacular show at 11:30 AM (Seating in 
the 3rd Mezzanine). Bus departs from the  

Mount Vernon area at 5:00 AM  
and returns at 10:00 PM. 
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