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Classifieds from your fellow MVYC Members at  

www.mvyc.net  

 Upcoming Meetings 

Pat McCarthy, Secretary, secretary@mvyc.net 

Board Meetings 

3rd Monday of each month 

May 16, 2016 at 7:30pm 

June 20, 2016 at 7:30pm 

  

Membership Meetings 

1st Thursday of each month 

May 5, 2016 at 8:00pm  

June 2, 2016 at 8:00pm 

 

Mark your Calendar 

5/1 Commissioning Day 
5/6 Cinco de Mayo Cinco de Monika TGIF 

featuring "The Johnny Artis band" 

5/20 Bike Night TGIF 

 

 

 

Bosun’s Whistle:  Steve Donock, Commodore 
commodore@mvyc.net 

After a couple of teases from Mother Nature, we’re officially in the middle of Spring.  Let’s hope it’s 

more than a week long this year.  Signs of life are everywhere around the Club.  Clean-up day was a 

success and the no wake buoys have been deployed.  The pool repairs are continuing and we’re hoping to 

have the pool filled and the area cleaned up in time for Commissioning Day.  While a bit too chilly for a 

swim – notwithstanding having no lifeguards yet – it will look nice. 

file:///C:/Users/Chris/Desktop/Google%20Drive/Beacon/www.mvyc.net


www.mvyc.net The Beacon May 2016 

The Club is still in good financial shape, and by now you’ve received a note about moving money from 

our reserves to cover the extensive repairs that were needed to keep our pool going.  If you read this 

before the May meeting, please try to attend as we will be asking for membership concurrence to move 

the required funds.  There are also plans for continuing updates around the pool deck, bathrooms and 

other inside spaces.  Thanks to everyone who has stepped up to help us get these things done. 

We’re also going to be presenting an update to the By-Laws as they pertain to notices.  The high cost of 

paper mailings (over $200 for copies, envelopes and stamps), along with the fact that nearly everyone has 

email, has us asking to allow email to be used for notices of votes, etc.  We’re looking at an opt-out 

process for anyone who does not have email, and details will be presented at the May meeting.  We hope 

to have this as a formal vote at the September membership meeting.  This is a common sense change and 

the Board hopes everyone agrees. 

We’ve got a great summer planned with the 60th Anniversary Party in June; several boat trips; an active 

racing season for the Sail Fleet; and a Swim Team that can’t wait to get in the pool and start breaking 

some records.  It’s really fun to watch the marina and grounds come to life this time of year.  The marina 

is filling up and people are back to picnicking on the Point.  So, finish reading this issue, get off the 

computer and join us at the Club! – Steve 

 

Grounds Update:  Rob Catron, Grounds Director, grounds@mvyc.net 
I want to thank the 20 or so folks who helped make our Spring Cleanup Day a huge success!  We tackled 

all of the projects on the list and had a good time working together.  The grounds are looking great, just in 

time for Commissioning Day. 

The Pavilion Committee is awaiting results from a soil engineering survey that will determine how we 

can build the pavilion.  We are going to get briefed by the soil consultants during the last week of April.  

We will have something to share at the May membership meeting.  If you would like more information 

about the proposed pavilion or have ideas or comments to share please contact Rob Catron 

at grounds@mvyc.net.  I sincerely look forward to hearing your ideas and talking to you.  Also, if you 

are interested in helping the Grounds Committee throughout the year, please contact me. — Rob 

House Update:  Amy Walker, House Director, house@mvyc.net 

Busy month for the house. We have completed the waterproofing project with very successful results. No 

leaks into the Pool Chemical Room! We took up the original deck, and put down EDPM Roofing material 

with flashing. Rotting Siding was replaced and we were able to save some of original decking. A new 

fiberglass Chemical Room door was installed due to saturation of the old one. A new light has been 

installed on the parking lot staircase. We have our annual Fire Safety/Alarm system test on Monday April 

25. So if you live close by, don’t be alarmed if you hear noise that morning. (HEE HEE) On a fun note, 

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=grounds@mvyc.net
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new Bar tables and chairs have been purchased and assembled by Jeff Kirkland, David Walker, Rob 

Catron and Bill Gard for the upper deck. Umbrellas are also included and will be stored in the coat closet 

until real summer hits.  Peace -  Amy 

Marina Update:  John Binette, Marina Director, marina@mvyc.net 

Starting on April 30, the fuel dock will be open every Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 AM until noon.  

Many thanks to Mike Phelps for tending to this important function.  If you see anything within the marina 

that needs to be addressed, please email marina@mvyc.net and we will address the issue. — John 

Membership News:  Larry Ichter, membership@mvyc.net 

Welcome Aboard!  Mark and Mary Drotos have joined the Club.  They are long-time residents of 

Northern Virginia and have two sets of twins, one at West Potomac High School, and the other at 

Sandberg Middle School.  They have a 23’ power boat and have been boating since 2009.  They enjoy 

activities with their children such as softball, volleyball, Boy Scouts, fishing and going to the beach.  

They are looking forward to spending time on the river this summer with friends and family. 

New Applicants:  One new application has been posted downstairs at the Clubhouse for: 

 David and Ann McSween – endorsed by Jerry Skelly and Larry Ichter.  Posted until May 12. 

Members are highly encouraged to review this application.  Any comments should be forwarded to me at 

membership@mvyc.net. 

There have been other applications that were posted for the 30-day period on the bulletin board but did 

meet the timing for announcement in the Beacon.  They include the following: 

 Scott and Rebecca Williamson – to be acted on at the April 18 Board meeting. 

 Matt Rose – to be acted on at the May 16 Board meeting. 

 Richard and Rachel Allen – to be acted on at the May 16 Board meeting. 

As always, members are encouraged to recruit new members. Be sure to meet new neighbors who have 

recently moved in and bring them as guests to Club functions.  For membership information, contact 

membership@mvyc.net. – Larry 

Pontoon Fleet Update:  John Gaydos  

Good day fellow boaters!  Have you noticed how the pontoon boats in our marina seem to be multiplying 

at a steady pace?  We are at the start of the season with five, and my bet is that a few more will be 

motoring in before the end of the season.  So I think you'll agree -- it's time to reactivate the Pontoon 

Fleet!  We are just now getting organized (actually we are hardly organized at all) but ideas are already 

circulating about a party-barge pontoon raft-up, and an evening wine cruise (or two!) to Mount Vernon.  

Of course invites will go out to all of our MVYC family so please STAY TOONED!  - John 

mailto:marina@mvyc.net
mailto:membership@mvyc.net
mailto:membership@mvyc.net
mailto:membership@mvyc.net


www.mvyc.net The Beacon May 2016 

 

 



www.mvyc.net The Beacon May 2016 

Pool Update:  Gene Diotalevi, pool@mvyc.net  

By the time you read this, it is my hope that the pool will be full and operating in a most exceptional 

manner!  For the information of all, the pool will be open and running, in test mode, until opening day on 

May 28th.  The purpose of this is to monitor the pool for leaks and ensure all repairs are complete and 

holding.  To this end, what did we do?  Abbreviated version: 

 conducted a leak test of all plumbing 

 repaired plumbing leaks 

 repaired and replaced broken tiles and 

coping 

 repaired and replaced four pool skimmers 

 repaired major cracks around the pool 

 dug out and replaced caulking around 

entire pool 

 replaced dive stand 

 repaired and replaced lighting conduit 

 cleaned and acid washed entire pool 

 filled pool 

With these necessary repairs, the total budget for 2016 will be: 

$45,000  Pool repairs outlined above 

$38,760  Pool management contract 

$10,000  Pool operating budget 

$93,760  Total pool budget  

I hope to provide a detailed presentation at the next Membership meeting on May 5th.  For those who will 

not be able to attend, we will post the presentation at www.mvyc.net.   

Pool Hours, May 28 thru June 22 

 Saturday-Sunday 11AM - 9PM 

 Monday-Thursday 2PM - 8PM 

 Friday 2PM - 9PM 

 Memorial Day 11AM - 9PM 

We need volunteers to help set-up the pool deck for the season and help with maintaining a great 

environment during the pool season.  If you're interested, please contact pool@mvyc.net.  - Gene 

Power Fleet Update:  Mike Holland, powerfleet@mvyc.net 

Saturday April 23rd was a cool and rainy day, but that didn’t stop Bonnie Breneman, Dan O’Keefe, and 

the US Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 25-04 from doing Vessel Safety Checks on 17 boats in the marina. 

I’d like to express my gratitude as well, because the following day I was boarded by the Coast Guard 

while heading up river. Having just gone through this safety inspection and having the paperwork at the 

ready seemed to expedite the whole boarding process. It also gave me the confidence that my vessel 

would and could pass a Coast Guard inspection.  

Speaking of the following day, Sunday April 24th was the annual MVYC Brunch cruise. A special thank 

you goes out to Tracy Groff for organizing, and then because of a cancellation, re-organizing this event. 

Five boats and 35 fellow club members (plus a few “soon to be” club members) gathered at Granite City 

Food & Brewery at National Harbor for a brunch full of omelets, Prime Rib and many other tasty items.  

http://www.mvyc.net/
mailto:pool@mvyc.net
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A few reminders:  Commissioning Day is on Sunday May 1st, so wear your best blues and whites. May 

7th is the annual boat photo shoot in front of Mount Vernon 10am to 2pm. Finally, May 28th is the 

MVYC Memorial Day Raft-up. More to come on all of these events via email. THANKS! Captain Mike 

Ships Store:  Janet Fincher, mvycss@mvyc.net 

Thanks to all the club members that have purchased from the 

Ship Store.  We now accept Visa, Master Card, Discover 

and American Express credit cards. 

 

And don’t forget your 60th burgees!  Captain Janet will be 

open for business at The Point for Commissioning Day on 

May 1st and the Swim Team kickoff on May 21. 

 

Large tote bags are now in!    - Captain Janet  

Social Update:  Monika Ortiz, Social Director, social@mvyc.net 

Spring is nature's way of saying, 'Let's party!'   --Robin Williams 
The Social Committee is grateful to all the people who volunteer their time and energy to make all the 

events such a great success.  The Commissioning Day and 60th Anniversary committees, led by Lauren 

Bazel and Susan Schultz, are always in need of volunteers, so if you have the time please contact these 

amazing ladies. 

April didn't bring much rain, but we were showered with some great parties at the club.  We started with a 

April Fools Family friendly TGIF by Traci Newcomb and Family, we were all winners at the Poker TGIF 

hosted by Janet and Julian Fincher.  Everyone had a great time at the Comedy Improve TGIF by Susan 

Schultz and Phil Douffas.   April rolled into May with a Bunco Night hosted by Gale and Tom Curcio. 

Get ready for some great May events! 

• 5/1 Commissioning Day 

• 5/6 Cinco de Mayo Cinco de Monika  

TGIF featuring "The Johnny Artis Band" 

• 5/13 TGIF "Host Needed" 

• 5/20 Bike Night TGIF 

• 5/28 TGIF "Host Needed" 

*All events are subject to change, so watch the calendar closely* 

 

The TGIFs continue every Friday night.  If it has been a while since you have hosted a TGIF, you might 

want to give Monika a call. She will be happy to schedule you.  Next Social Committee meeting 5/4/2016 

@7:30. – Monika 

Swim Team:  Sherry Catron,  psacatron@verizon.net  

By the time February rolls around, the cold has worn out its welcome in my house and I really want to 

trade my sweaters for flip flops. What seems to help me through is making plans for our summer swim 

team; it reminds me that warm weather will come. Thanks to Kris and Paul Whitridge for hosting a 

mailto:social@mvyc.net
mailto:psacatron@verizon.net
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Planning TGIF for the team so we could see our summer friends and get ideas for the summer.  

For those new to the club, and those who haven’t yet tried spending the summer with us, our objective is 

for each child to have fun while learning to improve his or her overall physical fitness and swimming 

skills.  We emphasize development of swimming skills and team sportsmanship. Daily practices provide 

the swimmers with skills necessary to be a viable part of the swim team.  It is not all work either!  There 

are games of Sharks and Minnows, Fun Fridays, lots of popsicles and other pool gatherings for parents 

and swimmers to enjoy.  We have 5 dual meets this year on Saturdays and even take a break for July 4th.  

If you are interested in joining our team, I encourage you to join us Saturday, May 21 at 5pm for our 

Kickoff Banquet. Our theme is “All Around the World” to celebrate the upcoming Summer Olympics. 

Bring a dish to share, and you can chat with team members and see first-hand how much fun we have 

together. Please email me at sacatron@verizon.net for more information or checkout our team website at 

http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=recdcclmvyc  

IMPORTANT DATES: 

• May 21, 2016  - Kickoff Banquet at MVYC Clubhouse – 5:00pm.  The Ship’s Store and 

SportsFair will be there for all your Spirit and Swimming Needs. 

• May 31, 2016 - First Day of Practice – 8 years old and Unders 4:30-5:30pm at the Pool, 9 

years old and Over 5:30-6:30pm. 

• June 18, 2015 – First Swim Meet at home against Hidden Creek Country Club.  

- Sherry  

 

 

 

 

 

MVYC’s Diamond Anniversary  
Saturday, June 25th 6:00 p.m. 

Dinner, dancing and surprises -- A brilliant celebration! 
$40 per person -- Invitations already sent by email 

 
And -- tell us your favorite songs!  The dance floor will have a fantastic sound 
system with music from each of the Club's six decades.  Is there a song you'd 
love to hear?  A favorite or two that you think will pack the dance floor?  Let 
us know, and we'll do our best to include them!  Please send song titles 
to:  songs4sixty@gmail.com  

mailto:sacatron@verizon.net
http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=recdcclmvyc
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April Photo Album 

 

 

See that wee little figure 

perched waaaaay up at 

the top of the mast on 

the sailboat “Hoo’s 

Here”? 

Hoo could it be?  Why, 

it’s former MVYC First 

Lady Claudia Reinsel, 

having been hauled up 

in a bosun’s chair for 

some maintenance 

work.   

Go Claudia! 
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Two gems from the archives of photographer Russel Poe.  Above:  

Flagpole illuminated at night.  Below:  MVYC marina in a mid-February  

fog.  
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One more from Russel Poe.  At the Point on Commissioning Day, champagne toasts in hand, circa 2006:  

Jim Fletcher, Jerry Skelly, Ben Pogue, Joe Fitzgerald, Jim Hamrick, Dick McCormack. 
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Chesapeake Conservancy Launches Online Boater’s Guide 
 

MVYC member Holly Evans of the Chesapeake Conservatory wants MVYC boaters and nature lovers to 

know that the Conservancy has created some resources, like the Boating Guide referenced below as well 

as bird-cams and other tools that show the beauty and history of the Chesapeake Bay.  She plans to 

present material at an upcoming CBYCA member meeting. MVYC membership might also be interested 

in this information on this conservation group.  It helped protect the view shed at Mount Vernon and also 

is active in other land preservation efforts throughout the Chesapeake Bay.  

 

Web Application Makes Guide for Nation’s First All-Water National Historic Trail Mobile Accessible 

  

Annapolis, Md. – The Chesapeake Conservancy today announced the launch of a companion mobile 

application for “A Boater’s Guide to the Captain John Smith Chesapeake National Historic Trail,” 

(Boater’s Guide) a free publication written by John Page Williams of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and 

edited by Paula Degen of the National Park Service, Chesapeake Bay office. A partner in the original 

Boater’s Guide, the Chesapeake Conservancy recently used storymap technology from Esri to create an 

interactive series of maps that allows users to plan trips along the Trail from their computer, smartphone, 

or tablet. 

 

“We’re very excited to release this mobile app to explore the John Smith Chesapeake Trail, as this year 

marks the 10th anniversary of the Trail and the 100th anniversary of the National Park Service,” 

Chesapeake Conservancy President and CEO Joel Dunn said. “Thanks to the BoatUS Foundation and the 

public who voted for us to win and receive this grant, the Chesapeake Conservancy is using technology to 

connect the past with the future.  The new mobile Boater’s Guide will allow people to have the most up-

to-date information in planning their adventures and make the most of this national treasure.” 

 

The app can be found at http://www.chesapeakeconservancy.org/apps/BoatersGuide/  

http://www.chesapeakeconservancy.org/apps/BoatersGuide/
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MVYC Classifieds 

Dirty Paws Pet Sitting, email:  http://petsittingaandd.weebly.com 

2004, 21' 8" Bay Liner, 212 Cuddy Cabin review at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s8u-

MgxNX50 email:  jcw8311@gmail.com 

2004, 27ft Maxum, Cuddy Cabin w/ tri-axle trailer, email: email2steve@yahoo.com 

1977, Macgregor 22’ Sailboat, email: ichter@verizon.net 

4100, SCR Maxum 1999 diesels with 280 hours, email: Jaferris2k@aol.com 

  

Boat equipment unused, email:  Jaferris2k@aol.com 

  

Various vintage cameras and equipment in excellent condition, email:  Jaferris2k@aol.com 

  

New tires and wheels and third row seats, email:  jaferris2k@aol.com 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

4817 Tarpon Lane 

Alexandria, Virginia 

22309 
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