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Upcoming Meetings 

Pat McCarthy, Secretary, secretary@mvyc.net 

Board Meetings 

3rd Monday of each month 
July 18, 2016 at 7:30pm 
August 15, 2016 at 7:30 
Membership Meetings 

No meetings July and August 
September 1, 2016 

October 7, 2016 
 

   
NOTICE OF PROPOSED 

REVISION TO MVYC BY-LAWS 
     A proposed revision to the By-Laws was discussed 
at both the April and May Membership Meetings as a 
way to quickly, effectively, and less expensively 
transmit necessary communiques to the members.  
This change will be addressed and voted on during the 

upcoming September 1st, 2016 
membership meeting.  It is requested 
all Members become familiar with the proposed 
revision. Proposed revision to: 

ARTICLE XVII, NOTICES TO MEMBERSHIP 

“Where notice by mail of any proposed action or 
proceeding is to be provided to the membership 
pursuant to any provisions of these By-Laws, such 
notice may be accomplished by transmitting such 
notice electronically to each members ’address for 
receiving electronic communications as indicated on 
such members’ annual dues statements or as thereafter 
updated by such members.  Notice so transmitted will 
be effective on the date sent.” 

 
*There will be no August issue of the Beacon* 

 
*Classifieds have been discontinued 

 due to lack of submissions* 
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Bosun’s Whistle: 

Steve Donock, Commodore commodore@mvyc.net 

I hope everyone enjoyed spring – all three days of it.  Seemingly overnight the marina came to life, the 
pool opened and we slid right into summer.  Let’s enjoy it!  It’s great to see all the activity around the 
Club this time of year.  I know that it sounds odd to say that in early July but this was one of those years 
where the good weather came late.  The fleets are already doing their things and the Swim Team is in full 
swing.  The next home meet is on July 9th so come on out and support your Dolphins!  It’s a fun way to 
spend a Saturday morning and kick off the weekend. 

I’ve had a few questions from members about the status of the pavilion project.  No, we haven’t given up.  
The soil survey took a lot longer to complete than expected and the results, while not surprising, weren’t 
as good as we had hoped.  Without going into the all the muddy details, the bottom line is that the only 
realistic way to build something that will last is on pilings sunk deep through the muck that is the Point.  
This is both good and bad news.  It’s good in that we’ll have a shelter that will be rock solid but this will 
drive the final price up.  While we have ample reserves to proceed, we feel it’s not prudent to move ahead 
at full speed right now given the unexpected expenses incurred to get the pool repaired (more on that in a 
minute) this year.  We are continuing to get information on options and costs but have decided to look at 
our financial position in the early fall before moving forward.  We will have a much better picture of all 
of it by the time we resume membership meetings in September. 

We are very happy to report that the pool repairs, while extensive, will come in well under the $45,000 
that was approved to be taken out of reserves.  Once the final bills are paid and we see where we stand 
with the budget as a whole (which is right on track at the moment …. Thank you, Treasurer Dan 
O’Keefe) we will know just how much money we will need to move and still remain financially sound.  
On the plus side the pool is performing very well and the folks on E Dock no longer have to wade out to 
their boats from the leaks through the retaining wall on the marina side of the pool.  The leaks, and the 
work needed to repair them, were significant. 

So, now that the swimming and boating seasons are finally here, come on out and enjoy them both!  And, 
thanks to Marina Chair John Binette, Vice Commodore Alexi, Jim Gordon, Julian Fincher and several 
other members, you can stop by the side of the shed on the way down to the docks and fill your cooler 
with ice for the day!  Thanks to John and all the folks who helped install the new icemaker. 

Don’t forget to come down for the festivities at the pool (a great place to soak the aching bones from the 
annual softball game – otherwise known as the one day of exercise for many of us) on July 4th.  Hope to 
see you there! – Steve 
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Grounds Update:  Rob Catron, Grounds Director, grounds@mvyc.net 
If you are interested in helping the Grounds Committee throughout the year, please contact me. — Rob 

House Update:  Amy Walker, House Director, house@mvyc.net 

Let there be Light! It seems last month was “Lightbulb Replacement” month: Floodlights, bar lights, and 
elevator lights. I am slowly repainting some of the metal doors that are showing some rust. It’s lipstick on 
a pig but they look better. We signed a contract with ME Flow to maintain our HVAC units. 3 out of our 
5 units are originals from 2000. We get 2 yearly inspections, cleanings and filter changes. Thanks to Matt 
Mathes and his plumbing company, Griffin, for helping unclog a drain in the Lifeguards room as well 
repairing a leak in the House men’s room that had damaged the wall. Bless them for showing up within 
24hrs. As always, be sure to close the blinds, turn off tv’s/ lights and lock all doors before you leave.   

Peace, Amy Walker 

Security Update:  Jeff Kirkland, Security Director, 
security@mvyc.net 

MVYC Security Director at:  security@mvyc.net - Jeff 

Marina Update:  John Binette, Marina Director, marina@mvyc.net 

It doesn’t get much better than summer in Virginia, especially when you have a boat on the Potomac.   
The marina really looks good full of boats as we have virtually every slip in the marina filled.  We have 
also added a new addition to the shed.  The ice machine was successfully installed around mid-June and is 
providing ice to the marina allowing the boaters to fill their coolers without having to trek all the way to 
the clubhouse.  Many thanks go out to those who contributed to its completion, especially Mike Phelps, 
Jim Gordon, Julian Fincher, and Alexi Stavropoulos.  We also need to extend a heartfelt thanks Russell 
Poe for driving that ONE nail.  With summer upon us, it seems inevitable that some of us will experience 
those problems that sideline our boats for a bit.  For this reason, I need to remind all the members to 
please notify me if you are in need of the repair dock.  The repair dock is in high demand and may already 
be reserved.  If and when you may need it, I will make every effort to accommodate you.  Thank you for 
your compliance. 

As always, if you see anything within the marina that needs to be addressed or if you have any 
suggestions, please send an email to marina@mvyc.net and we will look into it. - John 
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Membership News:  Larry Ichter, membership@mvyc.net 

 

Matt Rose is originally from Wilmington, Delaware and graduated from Virginia Tech with a degree in 
Aerospace Engineering.  He worked at NASA and NOAA for 10 years before opening his own brewery, 
Forge Brew Works that is located off Terminal Road in Newington/Lorton.  They have great tasting room 
for those interested in sampling his many brews.  He and his infant son Lance recently moved into a home 
on Ferry Landing Road.  They have been to the Club on several occasions, including TGIF, pool cleanup, 
and sock burning.  Matt was one of the first people in the pool on opening day!  He is looking forward to 
more days at the pool and on his pontoon boat (Yes, this is the 6th pontoon boat from new members since 
last year).  If you ever need some help with weightlifting, he is a certified instructor.    

 

Ann and Dave McSween lived for many years in Hayfield Farms before moving into the Yacht Haven 
neighborhood in 2014, buying the Skelly’s house.  Marge and Jerry Skelly recruited them by inviting 
them to a TGIF. Ann grew up in New Jersey and is a Registered Nurse working at the Virginia Hospital 
Center in Arlington.  She also is the choir director at the Fort Belvoir Catholic Parish.  Dave is a West 
Point graduate and spent 22 years in the Army, and now works as a Federal employee for the Defense 
Logistics Agency at Fort Belvoir.  They have four adult children and eight grandchildren. 

 

Rich and Rachel Allen have two daughters, McKenzie (11) and Madison (7).  Rich graduated from West 
Springfield High School and the University of Alabama where he met Rachel, who was born and raised in 
Alabama.  Rich is a civil engineer and a partner in a local consulting firm, specializing in structural, civil 
and waterproofing restoration.  Rachel is a Patent Prosecution Coordinator at a local law firm.  The entire 
family joined us on the Brunch Cruise on their Doral 330 SE powerboat.  They hope to move the boat to 
the Yacht Club as soon as we get that waiting list down. 
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 For membership information, contact membership@mvyc.net. – Larry 

Pontoon Fleet Update:  John Gaydos  

Of course invites will go out to all of our MVYC family so please STAY TOONED!  - John 

Pool Update:  Gene Diotalevi, pool@mvyc.net  

For questions, please contact pool@mvyc.net.  - Gene 

Power Fleet Update:  Mike Holland, powerfleet@mvyc.net 

The MVYC Memorial Day Raft-up saw light breezes, warm temperatures and 23 boats. Special thanks to 
Dan O’Keefe heading up the raft-up and Steve Donock on Courtship for being our anchor boat. We also 
had a special barbeque on the point to celebrate the weekend, but more importantly to celebrate Kim 
Donock’s 29ish birthday! Happy birthday Kim!!! 
  
The MVYC Photo shoot FINALLY happened on June 11th. A total of 13 boats made their way out to 
Mount Vernon to get their picture taken by MVYC’s own photog Russell Poe. Thanks to Russell, we 
have lots of great pictures of the new boats to our club. Keep an eye on the wall inside the hall of the 
clubhouse. We will have them hung there sooner than later. 
  
Fourth of July is coming up and so is the 12th annual Parade of Light on July the 3rd starting at dusk. As 
usual, Chris Ruckman and Diana Wilson will be coordinating the event. On July 9th we are going to have 
the first annual Poker run. The run will start from the club and end at the raft-up in Old Town to watch the 
Birthday fireworks display. More info on both events coming soon. 
 

More information on the raft-up to come via email. THANKS! -Captain Mike 

PRYCA Update: POTOMAC RIVER YACHT CLUBS ASSOCIATION 

As I write this I am in the process of getting my boat stocked up and ready for another enjoyable weekend 
on the river.  This time we are going to the PRYCA Summer Kick Off at Cobb Island with five other 
hearty MVYC captains, mates, and of course their seaworthy vessels.  As they do each year, a busy 
weekend with fine food and drink and cordial company is planned.  Kayaks, canoes, and paddle boards 
will be available to rent, rum tastings will put a smile on our faces, a band will play until the late hours, 
the Pirates of the Caribbean movie will be shown, and for the cultured boater, a guest speaker from the 
Maryland Maritime Archeology Program will address some of the fascinating underwater archeology of 
the Potomac River.  What more could we want?  Oh yes!  The annual and always exciting island 
scavenger hunt where the winner receives a chest of pirate booty.  I can’t wait! 

     When you read this the Summer Kick Off will have ended.  Are you disappointed that you didn’t join 
the rest of us for comradery and fun on the river?  Do you wish you could have a June do-over so you 
could participate with us?  Well, a fun opportunity still awaits you.  Coming up July 15-17 is the always 
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popular PRYCA Float-In held this year at the Point Lookout Marina.  The theme this year is Pirates of the 
Potomac II – Curse of the Blind Dinghy.  As always there will be plenty of food and beverage, a costume 
contest and dance, seminars and demonstrations, competition for the cup (which MVYC has won three 
years in a row – let’s make it four!), and the awards ceremony and dance.  Vessel safety inspections will 
also be available from members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  It’s not unusual for MVYC to have as 
many as 10 boats attend.  Time is running out.  If you are interested in joining with us contact Dan 
O’Keefe or myself for a registration package or look over the advance notice flyer at http://mvyc.us7.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=7745334fa0342ffc9e347688f&id=4ef2b77bdc&e=2df7d26682 and the 
registration page at http://mvyc.us7.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=7745334fa0342ffc9e347688f&id=ac64421e29&e=2df7d26682.  Don’t miss 
out on this summer’s premier boating event.  Register now!  

Ships Store:  Janet Fincher, mvycss@mvyc.net 

The Ship Store was open for the Dolphins TGIF and 1st swim successful swim meet of the season.  We 
were making sure all the Dolphins supporters were outfitted in their MVYC gear.  Thanks to Traci 
Newcomb for all her help with the store.  Hope everyone had a great time at the 60th Anniversary party 
and is filling their glasses with something cold.  If you would like to purchase more to complete your set 
of 60th glasses they are 2 for $25.00 or 1 for $14.00. Please contact Janet Fincher @mvycss@mvyc.net to 
purchase glasses or anything else you need from the Ship Store. 
Looking forward to a great summer!- Captain Janet 

Social Update:  Monika Ortiz, Social Director, social@mvyc.net 

Deep summer is when laziness finds respectability.  ----   Sam Keen 
The O'Keefe’s hosted yet another fun TGIF. Thank you for participating so frequently as always with 
your originality and that personal touch! Our swim team hosted a highly successful poolside TGIF and 
fundraiser. The turnout was great and everyone had a great time. The great Diamond Anniversary 
celebration was a big success thanks to Lauren Bazel’s planning committee and all the volunteers. Food 
provided by Troy Clayton was a delight and the club celebrated the big 60 with a night full of dance and 
laughter. A big “Thank You” goes out to all who put their time, skills and effort to make it a night to 
remember! As the dog days of summer are approaching. The club will be celebrating 4th July with 
traditional softball game at 10am Gristmill field followed by the Swim party at the club. There are still 
available Fridays to host a TGIF throughout July and August.  Please check the clubs calendar for 
updates!  *All events are subject to change, so watch the calendar closely*The TGIFs continue every 
Friday night.  If it has been a while since you have hosted a TGIF, you might want to give Monika a call. 
She will be happy to schedule you.  - Monika 
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Swim Team:  Sherry Catron, psacatron@verizon.net  

On Your Mark by Sherry Catron 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What a great start to the season! Fast swimming lots of team spirit and perfect weather. It really does not 
get much better than this. Thanks to Coach Amanda and Coach Will for a successful first meet with our 
team. They have been working hard to prepare our swimmers and it showed today. We have so much we 
can build on from here!  Congratulations to Jackie Henderson in Girls 8 and under 25 meter free and 
Diana Binette in Girls 11-12 50 meter breaststroke and Sarah Binette in Girls 9-10 50 meter 
breaststroke. Tess Mahon in Girls 8 and Under 25 meter Backstroke and Braedon Calvert in 11-12 Boys 
50 Meter Backstroke for their first 1st place wins. There were lots of great races and it is only the 
beginning of the season. I would like to thank all the parents that jumped right in today and made my job 
as team rep easier. Thanks to the club members that took time out of their morning to cheer us on like the 
Enrights and Russells. And to Maureen Mason that helped out at the concession stand during the meet. 
Thank you to Janet Fischer and Traci Newcomb for organizing sweatpants for the team from the Ship's 
Store. They came in handy for the chilly start of our first meet and our kids looked great! All of our 
Dolphins appreciate your support!  Upcoming Events July 4th Celebration!  Come join the Swim Team 
poolside on July 4th from 11:00AM-4:00PM for great food and fun. We will be selling traditional 
American favorites like hot dogs, hamburgers and BBQ poolside for your dining pleasure. Then around 
2:00PM we will begin our pool games, wacky relays and the ever famous Pain Dive Contest. For more 
information email Sherry Catron at sacatron@verizon.net Next Home Meet – July 9th at 9:00AM against 
International Country Club - Sherry  
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Photo Album 

Now Located on our Web-Site in the Gallery 

 
The Holland's, Mutnick's, O'Keefe's, McCarthy's, and Walton's 

 at the PRYCA Summer Kick Off at Cobb Island, MD June 2016 

 



www.mvyc.net The Beacon July 2016 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club 
4817 Tarpon Lane 
Alexandria, Virginia 
22309 


	Bosun’s Whistle:
	Steve Donock, Commodore commodore@mvyc.net

