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Bosun’s Whistle: Alexi Stavropoulous, Commodore 
commodore@mvyc.net 

Happy New Year!! I hope all of you and your families had a wonderful 

holiday. It feels like 2016 went in a blink of an eye and now we need to look 

ahead to 2017. By now you have received the proposed budget by email.  We 

will be voting on it at the membership meeting on January 5th. I encourage you to attend the 

meeting for this important vote. I’m pleased to report we will be able to keep membership dues 

and fees the same again this year and continue to make improvements to our club.   

Looking back at the year, while we had some crazy weather in July and August that brought us 

both rain and extreme heat – it didn’t stop us from having a fun boating season with raft ups and 

over nights. Last year, our club was full of wonderful events ranging from pool parties, point 

parties, and many clubhouse parties. Our clubhouse rentals included birthday celebrations, 

graduations, retirements and several weddings. We celebrated 60 years of MVYC and we have a 

lot to show for those years.  

 

All of the things I have mentioned are results of having a solid membership and volunteers that 

put these great events together. Every year we have a turnover in membership – as new members 

come in, we need to welcome them into the club so they can enjoy the fun and traditions we hold 

dear.  Christine, Zoe and I wish you a happy and healthy year in 2017 

 

http://www.mvyc.net/
mailto:commodore@mvyc.net
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Upcoming Meetings In the Club House 

 

Board Meetings 

3rd Monday of each month at 7:30pm 

January 16, 2017  

February 20, 2017 

 

Membership Meetings 

1st Thursday of each month at 8pm 

 

January 5, 2017  

February 2, 2017 

 

Submitted by Jes Flesch, Secretary, 

secretary@mvyc.net 

  

Dates to Note: 

January 21 – Frostbite picnic on the point. 

 

February 5 – Superbowl Party 6:00 PM 

          

. 

Ships Store:  Janet Fincher, 
mvycss@mvyc.net 

 

Need MVYC attire?  The Ships store is open 

every Membership Meeting!  - Janet 

 

Reporters Wanted : 

No experience necessary, open to all. 

 

Do you have some good news to share? 

Something of interest happening in the 

community?  Do you know someone making a 

difference?   

 

Have you been to a new restaurant lately? Do 

you have a “go to” place that always hits the 

mark.  A place for a Valentine’s dinner.  

If so, consider sharing the news and letting the 

rest of the “club” in on your secret.  

Please send your article with pictures if possible 

to Beacon@MVYC.net 
 

mailto:Beacon@MVYC.net
mailto:mvycss@mvyc.net
mailto:Beacon@MVYC.net
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Membership News: Teresa Dyer 

membership@mvyc.net 

I am excited to be taking over the role of Membership Chair and would like to 

thank Larry Ichter for the outstanding job he has done over the past two years 

and for turning over all his documents and tips on keeping excellent records.  Please remember 

to recruit new members and bring them as guests to Club functions – Teresa Dyer, Membership 

Chair We have two new members: 

 

Charlotte Strain and Charles Wade were recently engaged and 

live in the Mount Vernon area.  Charlotte grew up in Bowie, MD 

and has four children, Margaret, age 25, Pavel, age 19, Andrei, 

age 18 and Ian age 12.  Charlotte leads a team that manages 

shopping centers for Rappaport in Tysons Corner, 

Virginia.  Charles (originally from Brilliant Alabama) is a Cyber 

Security Manager for the Air Force at Andrews Air Force 

Base.  Both are novice sailors.Their boat still needs work, but 

“Mast Confusion” is a project they have undertaken with a 

passion and a quest for learning.  
 Dan and Karen Offringa are both long-time residents of the 

Mount Vernon area.  They like to spend a lot of their spare time 

on the water cruising, wakeboarding, kayaking and of course 

rafting up with other boaters.  They have 2 children, Tierney 

and Boede, who attend West Potomac and Carl Sandburg.  Dan 

has worked in the biotech and pharmaceutical industry for the 

last 25 years, both for government and the private sector.  Karen 

has worked in the education field for many years and is currently a project coordinator at the 

International Association of the Chiefs of Police.  They own a power boat and are excited to join 

the club for the boating and social experiences. 

New Applicants:  A new application has been posted downstairs at the Clubhouse for:  Kevin 

Facklam and Danny Lewandoski – 4209 Pickering Place, Alexandria, VA 22309 - endorsed by 

Lori Wallace and Janet Fincher  

Grounds Update:  Mitchell Mutnick 
grounds@mvyc.net 

As I sit here looking at the 17 degree temperature outside it is hard to think of 

working on the club grounds. However, it is winter planning that will make the club more 

inviting in the spring. One of the first projects that we will be tackling in the spring will be 

refreshing the grounds in the front of the club. That project will require three things: a plan, 

financial resources and labor. While the Board will provide the financial resources we will need 

mailto:membership@mvyc.net
mailto:grounds@mvyc.net
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to come up with a plan and the labor to implement the plan. I will be working with a landscape 

architect to develop a plan and will soon be asking for club members to step forward and provide 

the labor to implement the plan. If you have any suggestions for the grounds please contact me. 

 

 

House Update:  Woody Evans house@mvyc.net  

While the Changing of the Watch seems like a long time ago,  I want to say a final "Thank 

You" to those who have helped me make a smooth transition to House Director.   I have already met so 

many great new people and everyone has been super supportive.  Amy Walker and I met in early 

December for an official passing of the torch, which was a review and hand-off of her neatly organized 

binder of House projects past and future.  There appears to be plenty of work in the pipeline!   It was 

recently pointed out that many of the wood pickets on the main house overlook rail were loose.  A big 

thanks to Phil Douffas who secured all of them and made our clubhouse safe again.  Thanks Phil..  Our 

budget meeting is coming up, so we will have lots of discussion on the future needs of the house.  More 

on that later....Woody Evans 

 

 

Power Fleet: Mike Holland 

As 2017 has started, so does the beginning of the Power Fleet year. 

Frostbite 2017 will be on January 21st. Frostbite? What’s Frostbite you may 

ask? Well, it’s an outdoor party we have at the Point in the middle of winter. 

Yes, we boaters are a strange bunch. Anyhow, there will be a big bonfire, 

food and lots of frosty beverages. There will be more to come on this event via email, so please 

plan on attending! 

  

Frostbite 2013 

Please come to our annual Power Fleet planning meeting on January 5th 2017 at 7pm. All 

are welcome! We will start the meeting promptly so that we do not overlap the monthly 

Membership meeting at 8pm. All ideas, new and old, for Power Fleet events are welcome. A list 

of the traditional Power Fleet events is below and will be emailed out, so please be ready to 

volunteer. Pick one event that you would like to help with or run and join us at the meeting to get 

mailto:house@mvyc.net
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your name on the list. This is a great way to get to know your fellow members and to get 

involved with the club. If you cannot make the meeting but would like to volunteer to help or run 

an event, please email me at PowerFleet@MVYC.net. 

Events      Date 

 

Frostbite     1/21/2017 

Overland Cruise    2/18/2017 

Sock Burning Party    3/18/2017 

Safety Inspection / Swap Meet  4/22/2017 

Brunch Cruise     4/23/2017 

Commissioning Day    5/7/2017 

MVYC Photo Shoot    5/6/2017 TBA 

Memorial Day Raft Up – Spring Fling 5/27/2017 

PRYCA Cobb Island    6/17-19/2016 TBA 

MVYC 13th Annual Parade of Lights 7/3/2017 

Poker Run     TBA 

PRYCA Float In    7/15/2016 TBA 

MVYC Fun Cruise    8/25/2017-8/27/2017 

Labor Day Raft up    9/2/2017 

Old Town Overnight    10/13/2017-10/15/2017 

 

Other Possible Events  

 

Small Boat Fleet trailer to other waters, Nat’s Game, Wade’s Bay Raft up, Toon Fleet Activities. 

 

 

 

Pool News:  Chris Ruckman 

pool@mvyc.net 
The pool is in great shape thanks to some hard work last year by Gene Diotalevi 

on major repairs, but we won't be resting on our laurels.  Please let me know what suggestions 

you have for repairs or upgrades next season.  For example, we might try to further improve the 

pool office for our hard-working lifeguards, and there's always a need for minor repairs to 

umbrellas and the like.  As the saying goes, if you are resting on your laurels, you are wearing 

them on the wrong end! - Chris  
   

Security Update:  Bonnie Brenneman, security@mvyc.net 

If you have questions, please contact me at:  security@mvyc.net - Bonnie 

     

mailto:PowerFleet@MVYC.net
mailto:pool@mvyc.net
mailto:security@mvyc.net
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Parade of Lights 2016” 

by Captain Mike Holland 

           

This was After Hours third year in a row participating the Parade of Lights. For those 

who don’t know about the annual Old Town to DC Parade of lights, think of MVYC’s July 3rd 

Parade of Lights but just a bit cooler . This year was the 25th anniversary of the Parade of 

Lights for the DC portion and the 17th anniversary for the Old Town portion. The Parade starts at 

5:00pm from the docks of Old Town and finishes around 8pm at the docks of the Districts 

Southwest Waterfront (GangPlank).  

For the Captains and crews the parade starts days even weeks beforehand. It is really 

incredible the amount of time and effort that some of the participating boats put into their themes 

and production. As for the crew of After Hours, there was at least one planning session and 

several informal “get togethers” to get all of the logistics setup. Sounds like fun, doesn’t it?  

Next the Captains must go to the Old Dominion Boat Club (ODBC) for the mandatory 

Captains meeting the Thursday before the event. After signing in and getting a large bag of free 

goodies, the fearless and tireless organizer of the Old Town side of things, our own Bill Gard, 

does a presentation and hands out paperwork with charts and instructions. He also manages to 

wrangle up free food and frosty beverages.  

Ok, so Saturday morning starts with, “oh man it’s gonna be cold or wet or snowy or 

windy or…” believe me after you have cut lines, gotten the generator running and the coolers 

opened, no one complains. So off we head to our free slip at Alexandria City Docks where we 

add finishing touches and find our fellow club members in slips near us. This year “After Hours” 

was joined by parade veteran (10 plus years) Captain Jim Walton of the “SS Sea Ya” and parade 

rookie Captain Terry Stott of the”Knot Dreamin”. I would be remiss if I didn’t mention Roger 

Fuller who volunteered to drive and Scott and Rebecca Williamson who were crew of the chase 

boat for the parade. So around 5PM all the boats stage up river near the old power plant and wait 

for the first cannon shot. Roger then starts herding us into some kind of line and off we go to be 

judged by officials at the docks at Old Town. After passing the judging area we continue down 

river to the Woodrow Wilson Bridge where we make our turn upriver towards DC.  



www.mvyc.net The Beacon January 2017 

The second judging station is about half way up the Washington Channel at the 

Gangplank Marina. Rumors were that the crowds were in the thousands both in Old Town and 

the District. After we passed the judging station we head for our free slip at the Wharf to watch 

the fireworks display and enjoy the free after party for all the Captains and crew. 

 Entering the Tent, where the After Party is held, each Captain is given a bag filled with 

Commemorative Parade of Lights Long-Sleeve T-Shirts for each of the crew and $100 of “Thank 

You” cash for making the trip. The After Party is limited to the Captain and up to 7 additional 

crewmembers per vessel. This is a private party that features live music, hot hors d‘oeuvres, cash 

bar, Parade awards and prize distribution. DC and Old Town judges awarded more than $5,000 

in prizes. The consensus was that the fireworks were fabulous, the food was delicious and the 

band was great!  

               

 

 

 

 

  rearcommodore@mvyc.net 

 

Been Boating Lately? 

When was the last time you had the wind in your sails? Does the family yacht 

need a bit more work than you want to tackle?    Has it been awhile since you 

pulled away from the docks? Is boating still an important family activity?   
Can’t find the family to crew for a trip?  Is age catching up on us or our 

yacht? 

Should you continue to spend money paying slip fees and insurance 

payments? Is the thought that you might use it more next year a dream? 

Should you make room for another Club member to enjoy their dream? 

Maybe it is time to consider the next step – becoming a former boat owner. 

While making the decision to abandon a part of our lifestyle is difficult, 

figuring what to do next can be just as challenging. There are basically only three options – Sell, 

Donate, or Dispose. 
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 If your boat is in reasonable condition, then selling it is probably the most appealing scenario, 

and itself offers several courses of action. A well kept boat, reasonably priced, can be placed 

with a local broker. Several MVYC members have successfully used this approach last year and 

I am sure they would be happy to give insight to their experiences. 

The internet also provides several sale alternatives. Craigslist has a category under Northern 

Virginia for boats at https://washingtondc.craigslist.org/search/nva/boo . Ebay also has boats for 

sale. http://www.ebay.com/ It offers multiple categories Including auctions with or without 

minimum reserves. The no minimum category might attract the DIYer looking for a project.  

The donation option offers an attractive alternative if you don’t want to deal with the sales 

approach and would be satisfied with some possible tax relief. There are several organizations 

that offer possibilities. The Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum has a substantial boat donation 

program that includes an annual boat auction. Details at http://cbmm.org/support/boat-donation-

program/ . Two other organizations Boat Angel http://www.boatangel.com/index.htm and 

Charity Boats.org http://www.charityboats.org/donateboat/donateboat-virginia.html advertise 

boat donation programs. The charity boat site offers a Virginia location. 

The last alternative is disposal. The appropriate use of this course of action has been made a bit 

more difficult with the introduction of environmental protection requirements that have driven 

some businesses from the marketplace.  One local firm, Couser Services, 

http://www.couserhauling.com/boat-disposal-alexandria.html seems to be actively disposing 

boats in the DC metro area. This option certainly has a cost associated with it, however I think 

within 2 years the elimination of slip fees and insurance payments would pay for the disposal. 

I hope this provides some assistance to those who are consideringjuhhhhhhhhhhk98iu becoming 

Former boat owners. 

 

PRYCA Update: Pat McCarthy, secretary@mvyc.net 

Potomac River Yacht Club Association 

Everyone is invited to participate in the PRYCA Change of Watch on Saturday January 28th 2017 at the 

Old Town Crowne Plaza hotel.  Prior to the Change of Watch there will be an open hospitality suite, then 

there will be a photographer to take pictures of you and your significant other in your formal wear, 

followed by a fine dinner of steak or salmon and desert, and the opportunity to dance the rest of the night 

away accompanied by the fabulous Tommy and the Bahamas band.  Our own Rear Commodore Dan 

O’Keefe will be recognized as the new PRYCA Fleet Captain during the Change of Watch ceremony.  A 

block of rooms has been reserved by the Crowne Plaza for those participants who wish to stay overnight.  

For those really adventurous early arrivers, a pub crawl is scheduled to take place the evening of Friday 

January 27th.  My wife and I, some MVYC Board members, and several Club members attended the last 

few COWs and enjoyed ourselves immensely.  If you have the weekend open and are looking for a fun 

event, join us.  An application can be found at http://mvyc.us7.list-

manage.com/track/click?u=7745334fa0342ffc9e347688f&id=a60f853cee&e=2df7d26682.  

 

https://washingtondc.craigslist.org/search/nva/boo
http://www.ebay.com/
http://cbmm.org/support/boat-donation-program/
http://cbmm.org/support/boat-donation-program/
http://www.boatangel.com/index.htm
http://www.charityboats.org/donateboat/donateboat-virginia.html
http://www.couserhauling.com/boat-disposal-alexandria.html
mailto:secretary@mvyc.net
http://mvyc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7745334fa0342ffc9e347688f&id=a60f853cee&e=2df7d26682
http://mvyc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7745334fa0342ffc9e347688f&id=a60f853cee&e=2df7d26682
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Social Update:  Monika Ortiz, social@mvyc.net 

 

December was action packed with a Tree trimming TGIF, Adult Christmas Party 

and the Children's Christmas Party. We 

want to thank Gale Curcio and her team 

of volunteers for making the Adult party a night to 

remember. The food was delicious and the decorations 

were beautiful. We  

would also like to 

thank Rachel Allen 

and Kelly Esser for 

hosting the 

Children's Christmas 

party. Both parties 

were great successes 

as always. A big 

thank you goes out 

to Santa and his 

oversized Elves for making the Children's Christmas Party 

extra special. We 

also had some 

great elf helpers this year. Mackenzie and Madison 

Allen along with Ava Esser kept the Party going strong 

till Santa arrived.   

Thanks to the 

generosity of our 

wonderful club 

members we were 

able to donate a Santa 

Sled sized load of 

toys to the Wounded 

Warrior Battalion on 

Fort Belvoir.  Their mission is to transition our Nation’s most 

seriously Wounded, Ill, and Injured back into the force or into 

the community as productive Veterans with dignity, respect, and 

self-determination. They will assist Santa in getting those gifts 

to the most deserving.  

We welcomed the New Year with a proper hangover and tried to remember the last night of the year with 

our friends at the annual New Year's Day Hangover Brunch hosted by Terry and Trish Enright.  

The next event to be hosted will be the Superbowl Party. This event is still in the planning stage so if you 

would like to be involved please attend the next Social Committee meeting on 4 January at 7:30 pm at 

the club. 

What a great Holiday season we’ve had, but wait- there’s more!   

mailto:social@mvyc.net
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MVYC SUPERBOWL LI PARTY: Watch the game with all your friends on a Jumbo Tron High 

Definition Screen, Two widescreen TV’s.  Snacks, Games.. Sunday, 5 February 2017 6:00 PM  

For rest of the January events see the listing below and follow the MVYC calendar. We still need help 

from club members with TGIFs. Please contact social@mvyc.net  Upcoming events 2017  

1/1/17 12pm Nurse your hangover (Terry & Trish Enright) 

1/6/17 TGIF Trish & Terry Enright  

1/13/17 TGIF Host needed  

1/20/17 TGIF Host needed  

1/27/17 TGIF Host Needed  

2/5/2017 Superbowl LI (The Flesh and Superbowl committee) 

 

And Now…Some Good News to Share: 

Pam Retires from UCM                             by:  Bob Beggan 
     

Last month Pamela retired from over 40 years 

volunteering at our local farmer's market where 

every Wednesday she has collected produce and 

baked goods for poor families served by our 

local food pantry, UCM.  

What was impressive was not the plaque or the 

speeches of thanks, or the acknowledgement 

from the farmers/vendors and UCM staff. It was 

that this one woman has embraced the idea of 

caring for all of us, and did something about it. 

United Community Ministries announced today that Pamela Beggan has quietly provided over 

115 tons of food for people who needed it!"  

 

It is fair to say that Pamela's relationships with individual vendors built over the years (often in 

English and Spanish) enhance the effort.  Pamela would fill her Jeep, and often my Jeep as well, 

with cartons of fresh produce and baked goods donated by wonderful, caring farmers and 

vendors. For many years she did this by herself. Fortuitously, about 8 years ago, she was able to 

enlist our local Kiwanis Club to help. Kiwanis members regularly help load the cartons into her 

Jeep and, when needed, also drive over to UCM to populate the loading dock with fresh, healthy, 

food for people unable to afford it.  

 

Pamela was recognized in 2011 by the Kiwanis for "exceptional service to the local community. 

first for originating the program [Gleaning], and second for dedication demonstrated by weekly 

collection of donated fresh produce....from May through November annually for 30 years." 
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Happy holidays! ….There's a Camel in the 

Neighborhood! 

 

By Marianne Ketels    

George Washington had a significant interest in both domestic and 

rare animals and often paid to see them on display.  There was a 

large number of people visiting Mount Vernon during the Christmas 

season of 1787 so perhaps that explains why he decided to bring a camel to the estate to entertain 

his guests.  He paid 18 shillings to a "man who brot. A Camel from Alex."  Not much else is 

recorded about this event but it did inspire the Mount Vernon staff to include a camel in its 

Christmas program.  Aladdin is 7 years old and has been coming to Mount Vernon for the 

Christmas season since he was a baby.  The remainder of the year he resides at a farm in 

Berryville, Virginia.  If you get a chance, please stop by the Mount Vernon Estate to meet 

Aladdin and see the beautiful holiday decorations. 
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And More Pictures From December  
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JANUARY 
Sunday 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

 
4th Annual 
New Year's 
Day Brunch 

11 AM 
 

 

2 3  

 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 

4 

 
 Social 
Committee 
Meeting 
7:30 

 

5 
Power Fleet 
Meeting 7PM 
 

Membership 
Meeting 
8PM 

6 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
 
TGIF -
Enright’s 

7 

8 

 

 

 

 

9 10  

 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 

11 12 13 

Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
 
TGIF 

 

14 

15 

 

 

16 
 
 M L King      
Day 
 
Board  

Meeting 
7:30 

17 
  
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 

18 19  

 
Coast Guard 
Aux Meeting   

7PM 

20 
 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
 
TGIF 

 

21 

 

“Frostbite” 

22 

 

 

 

23 24 

 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 

25 26 27 

 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
 
TGIF 

 

28 

 
PRYCA 
CoW 

Dinner  
Dance 

29 

 

 

 

30 31 
 Yoga-
POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
 

 

    

 

 

 

*** If there is an event that you think would be of general interest to the membership please 

contact communications@mvyc.net and we can add it to the calendar.  
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FEBRUARY 
Sunday 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 

  

 
1 
  

 

2 
Membership 
Meeting 
8PM 

3 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
 
TGIF - 

4 

5 

 

Superbowl 

Party 

6PM 

 

 

6 7 

 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 

8 9 10 

Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
 
TGIF 

 

11 

12 

 

 

13 
 
 

 

14 
  
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 

15 16  

 
Coast Guard 
Aux Meeting   

7PM 

17 
 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
 
TGIF 

 

18 

 

House 

Rented 

19 

 

 

 

20 
 
Board  

Meeting 
7:30 

21 

 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 

22 23 24 

 
Yoga-POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
 
TGIF 

 

25 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

27 28 
 Yoga-
POC 
Peggy 
Pearsall 
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