
Yacht Club Opens
58th Boating Season
Fairfax County Chairman Sharon
Bulova said boating safety sur-
vived recent budget cuts and urged
Mount Vernon Yacht Club members at
their annual Commissioning Day on May 4 to
continue their cooperative efforts with the county’s Marine Safety divi-
sion during the upcoming season on and around the Potomac River.

Bulova spoke to a crowd of nearly 200 members and neighbors at their
annual event on Dogue Creek in the Yacht Haven Subdivision. She
said the event is one of her favorite appearances in the county.  Capt.
Scott Smith also attended and brought a crew of four to demonstrate
the county’s Fire Boat capabilities.

The Rev. Dr. Jonathan Bryan, who grew up in the Mount Vernon area
and is a retired Episcopal rector who conducts a popular Bible study at
Good Shepherd Catholic and St. Luke’s Episcopal churches through
the Ventures in Community program, gave the invocation and blessing
of the fleet for the club’s 58th annual Commissioning Day event.
Commodore Jerry Gray and Past Commodore Bill Gard, acting as mas-
ter of ceremonies, presided .

The Mount Vernon Community Band provided music, and the U. S.
Coast Guard Color Guard and Drill Team from the Telegraph Road
base presented a complicated 15-minute program of precision maneu-
vers.

Mount Vernon High School ‘c crew team planned to row at the end of
ceremonies but had to cancel due to white cap waves and high winds
at race time. Commodore Gray presented the team with a $500 check
to Team Coach Rachael Willett and noted that the yacht club has sup-
ported the crew team for the past ten years.
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Bosun’s WhistleBosun’s Whistle
By Jerry Gray, Commodore

Is it summer yet?  June is
the month that summer
begins, but this one is off

to a pretty slow start. 

Regardless of the weather many
summer events are being planned.  We had
very nice Friday evening kickoff for the
Swim team and there is an End-of-School
swim party in the works.  The Memorial
Day raft-up is the biggest on the water event
of the year and happened over the holiday
weekend.   I have also heard rumors of a
possible Fish fry. The Fourth of July Softball
and pool party are annual events.  And the
July 3rd Parade of lights sponsored by the
Power Fleet is always a good time.  If you
are interested in helping or have an idea for
an event see the Social chairs. 

Commissioning Day was held on May 4th
and as always was a memorable event.
Jacque Knight and Susan Rehe have been
the dream team behind this event for 16
years.  They have made it very special for
the two years that I have had the honor of
presiding over the ceremony and I want to
thank Jacqui and Susan and the large num-
ber of volunteers that they bring together to
pull this off each year.   Just three Days
before Commissioning Day the entire Point
was flooded due to the heavy rains and high
tides and it was questionable whether we
could hold the event on the grass.   Grounds
chairman Terry Stott ensured the point was
cleared of debris, but our scheduled grass
cutting had to be cancelled due to the wet
conditions. 
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58th Boating Season from Page 1...
As they do every year, volunteers showed up early at 9 a.m. to pitch
tents, move chairs and tables, set up the sound system and ready the
grounds.

Those who helped included John Leary, Bill Gard, Larry Ichter, Greg
Rehe, Mitch and Jane Mutnick, Chris and Lexi Stavropolous, Steve
Wallace, John Skudlarek, Ted Pearsall, Dave Givens, Dave Miskimens,
Harriet Singleton,  Gail Mlinarchik, the O’Keefes, Chris and Lauren
Bazel, and Steve Donock.

Susan Rehe, the Refreshments Coordinator, was assisted by Gail
Mlinarchik,  and  Dave Miskimens and Michael Prescott, who served
as champagne poppers.  Pourers and Servers included  Stephanie
Castor, Angie Miskimens, Revae Moran, Madeline O’Malley, Peggy
Pearsall, Jayne Prescott, and Margaret Zebrowski.

Co-chairs Jacque Knight and Susan Rehe are already making plans
for the first Sunday in May in 2015, May 3, for the 59th annual
event.

Additional photos - Page 3!

Save The Date - Save The Date - July 3rd
Join us for the annual Parade of LightsParade of Lights!

Decorate your boat and join the parade to Fort Washington and
back to MVYC (Dock Party to follow). The parade will leave the club
at 8:45 and line up at Buoy 67.

Captains - Please RSVP to Diane Wilson at
mvycparadeoflights@gmail.com or 703-799-
4564.  

Are you willing to take passengers?  Let us
know with your RSVP.  We will attempt to
pair up members who would like to ride in
the parade with captains who have room.  If you would like a ride,
please contact Diane Wilson at mvycparadeoflights@gmail.com or
703-799-4564.

6:47 Low Tide
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Norman and Margaret Mayer celebrated
their 68th wedding anniversary on May 4,
the MVYC's 58th Commissioning Day!

2014
Commissioning 

Day
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Power Fleet News
Submitted by Chris Bazel

Well, the fleet has been commissioned.
Thanks to all who attended the annual
Commissioning Day and a special cheer for all the
boaters who decorated their vessels for this event.  The winner of
the “Best Dressed Power Boat” this year was La Rea!  

Chris and Diane had multiple layers of color working and for the
great efforts received a small gift in the form of a gift card to West
Marine.  We hope they enjoy whatever they need or desire to
keep their boat shiny for the summer season. It was a breezy but
beautiful day and a fantastic formal kick off for the boating year.

On May 17th we conducted the annual Photo Day in front of Mt
Vernon.  I appreciate all the Captains and Crew who made the
journey out and will be sending info soon on how to get your
picture framed and placed on our “Wall of Fame” in the club-
house.  A special thank you goes out to Terry Stott for providing
a professional quality camera and spending the time to coordi-
nate and take the pictures.  If you could not make the event but
would still like to get a picture taken, please contact me and we
will try and see if we can coordinate another date and time. 

I did not get a chance to attend this year’s annual Spring
Fling/Memorial Day Raft up, but heard the weather was won-
derful and about 20 boats made it out for the event.  Kudos to
Matt and Jess Flesch for coordinating and promoting  this event.
I hope everyone had a fun and safe weekend,  and we look for-
ward to many more raft ups and wet fun on the river with every-
one.  Don’t forget the fireworks at Tim’s Rivershore Restaurant
on June 28th.  Also, our fun and festive Parade of Lights will be
on the evening of July 3rd.  So get your patriotic pageantry
together and decorate your boat.   You can contact Diane Wilson
at mvycparadeoflights@gmail.com or 703-799-4564 for further
details or to volunteer your vessel to carry guests.

Happy Boating Everyone!! 

HOUSE REPORT:  It’s
Summer Time!

From the House Guy, Pat McCarthy

The days are longer, afternoons are warmer, and
the water is inviting!   What more could we want
except for a tall cool drink to go along with the
great times and camaraderie of our boating club?
But, to have that cool drink you need refrigera-
tion and maybe some ice.  During this last month
a couple of breakdowns almost precluded our
having those drinks.   The first was when the ice
maker in the main bar area stopped working.
After investigating further it was observed that a
matt of dust bunnies, snack bag tops and onion
skins made their way to the front of the cooling
coils blocking the needed flow of air required for
cooling to take place.  Once the matt of floor dust
was removed, it peeled off in one piece like a
cloth, the ice maker started working again.   

This episode triggered a look at our other refrig-
eration devices and it was discovered that the
crow’s nest beer locker cooling coils were almost
as obstructed as was the ice maker but hadn’t yet
stopped working.  For precautionary reasons it
was also cleaned off.  

Finally, while de-winterizing the poolside ice
maker it was discovered that the electronic water
control solenoid had failed over the winter.  Once
that was replaced it started to make ice again.
So, let’s enjoy our cool drinks this summer.  

Another item sometimes thought of during sum-
mer is sprinklers.  But we hope we won’t be
using these.  The Fairfax County Fire
Department came by to inspect and test the dry
side of the fire prevention sprinkler system pro-
tecting part of the house and the outside deck
areas and gave it a full passing grade.  

House Rules Revisited: All members and
guests, including caregivers, must sign in upon
entering the pool area.  The name of the member
sponsoring each guest must be indicated.  Guests
are not permitted to use the pool unescorted by
their member sponsor, and the member sponsor
will remain with their guests throughout the
guests’ stay at the pool.
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Bosun’s Whistle from Page 1...Bosun’s Whistle from Page 1...
The grounds dried quickly and Mitchell Mutnick
brought his riding mower down and cut the grass on
Saturday.  Thanks go out to Terry and Mitchell for
making the point ship shape for the event on
Sunday.

By the time you read this Memorial Day will have
passed and the pool is open for business.  A few
reminders are in order as the activity in and around
the club increases this summer.  Access to the house
is by Card key only and the member cards that allow
access to the house are not to be shared with your
children or guests, doors are not to be left unlocked.
Children and guests may only be in the house when
accompanied by a member.  Wet bathing suits are
not permitted inside the house. Member children
may be assigned a card key or FOB that allows
access to the pool and grounds, if you want an access
card for you child please see the Security Chair, Jeff
Kirkland.

The paving of the parking lot is completed and I
would like to thank our paving contractor NVM
paving and Mark Barbaro for doing a great job.
There are many people walking around so please
keep your speed down when driving into the lot,
children can pop out from anywhere and speeding
on the property is not necessary.  Mind the “no-
parking” areas, these striped in yellow and no one
should be parking within these areas.  The area next
to the Boat ramp is marked because it is very soft
ground so please do not park or drive on that area.
The Dock entrances are marked as “Overflow park-
ing”, these may be used when the lot is completely
full, usually during a swim meet or other large
event. Please do not use these spaces on a daily basis
it makes it very difficult for Slip holders to move
between their cars and boats. 

Wishing everyone a safe and enjoyable summer. 

WANTED: Beacon Editor
For five years Blair Beggan has served as Editor of the
Beacon and has done a fantastic job keeping it on
schedule and fresh every month.  Blair is ready to
hand the reins of the Beacon over to a new volunteer
Editor.  The Beacon plays an important role in our
Club, if you are interested contact Blair or let me
know.

Social Committee UpdateSocial Committee Update
Submitted by Christine Stavropoulos, Social Co-Chair

May was a busy month for MVYC.  We kicked off the month
with Cinco de Mayo TGIF, hosted by the Skudlarek and Ortiz
families Friday, May 2nd .  Everyone enjoyed great food and
terrific live music.  A big thanks goes out to our hosts.  Sunday
brought us a spectacular Commissioning Day.  The weather
couldn’t have been better.  Our co-chairs Jacque Knight and
Susan Rehe put together a wonderful event to kick off our sea-
son.  A big thanks goes out to the ladies and their committee.
Pam Beggan and her committee hosted a record 92 ladies for
our Ladies Tea on Saturday, May 10th.  It was a beautiful after-
noon of tea, great food and relaxation for our ladies.  

June will bring our New Members Party, hosted by Diane
Wilson on Saturday, June 21st.  An evening of “Southern
Comfort” will begin with drinks and appetizers at 6:00 pm.
The Northern Virginia Shag club will provide lessons at 6:30
pm and dinner will be served at 7:00 pm.  Libations will
include sweet tea, lemonade, beer, wine, and a signature cock-
tail.  There will be a Deviled Egg contest (a quintessential
Southern dish)!  Bring a dozen of your best eggs and enter to
win a prize.  Pork, ribs and chicken will be served with region-
al side dishes and we will finish up with peach cobbler, dip
your own ice cream cones and a S’mores Bar. 

Also, save the date for our End of the School Year Pool Party
on June 25th from 6-9!  Stay tuned for details coming soon via
email. 

We want to take a moment and thank all who support our
social activities.  We couldn’t do it without you.

Our next meeting will be Thursday, June 12th at 7:30 pm and
we hope to continue seeing new faces there.  Our goal is to
serve every member of the club by hosting a series of diverse
events that cover all types of interest, while trying to accom-
modate the diversity of our membership.  

Have a great idea for a social event? Contact Social Chairs
Gene or Christine at social@mvyc.net.

Brunch Cruise Crew!
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Please join us for an evening of “southern comfort” poolside at the Mount Vernon Yacht Club on June 21st to
welcome our New Members.

Deviled Egg Contest-Bring a dozen of your best recipe and enter to win a fabulous prize.  A dollar fee (in
quarters) for anyone who wants to judge…

$25 per person includes:
Sweet Tea, Lemonade, Wine, Beer, Signature Cocktails
Pork, Ribs, and Chicken
Regional Side Dishes
Peach Cobbler, Dip Your Own Ice Cream Cone, and S’mores Bar

Costumes encouraged, but not required.  Hoop skirts or Daisy Dukes?  You make the call!  What is your idea
of “southern”?  A prize for the most creative idea…

RSVP by June 14th to Diane Wilson at magnoliasandmoonlight@gmail.com OR send your RSVP and pay-
ment to 4762 Neptune Drive, Alexandria, VA 22309 Please make checks payable to MVYC and include names
of all guests with your reply.  Questions or want to lend a hand?  703-799-4564

Pool Guests:  A reminder that the pool will be closing early on Saturday, June 21st for the New Member Party.
Reminders will be posted in the weeks before the event.  Thank you for your patience.  

Questions?  Diane Wilson at magnoliasandmoonlight@gmail.com.

Magnolias Magnolias 
and and 

Moonlight Moonlight 
New MemberNew Member

PartyParty

SaturdaySaturday
June 21stJune 21st

Welcome 
New Members!

Saturday, June 21

6:00 pm
Drinks and Appetizers

6:30 pm
Carolina Shag Lesson by the 
Northern Virginia Shag Club

7:00 pm 
Dinner Served

Found!  Wayward Aluminum Canoe

An aluminum canoe with no identifying markings was found drifting at the
end of the tidal channel.  Contact Dave Richmond at 703 360 6561, or email
drichmondmd@gmail.com to retrieve your rogue vessel!
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The sun sets on the 
2014 Memorial Day Raft-Up...
...a greatgreat weekend all around!

On Your Mark! On Your Mark! 
By Sherry Catron, Swim Team Representative

By the time you read this the mighty Dolphins
swim team will have begun daily practices and
training for our first meet this year June 14th, 8am
at our pool.  Although the water is a little chilly it
has not chilled the fun our kids are having at prac-
tice. If you or your child have been reluctant to
join the team, it is not too late to come by after-
noon practice and talk to the coaches and see first
hand our Dolphins in action.

Before our first meet, the swim team will be host-
ing a Fun Friday by the pool on June 13th at
6:30pm after practice.  Consider this a TGIF pool-
side, bring a "P" dish to share, (like pasta, pizza,
poultry) and the kids will make posters and enjoy
Popsicles to get ready for our first meet at home
against Evergreen. Come wish the team luck and
have some fun at the best pool in Northern
Virginia!

Also the Swim Team is making plans for a fabu-
lous July 4th celebration poolside with great food,
wacky relays and of course the Pain Dive! We are
looking for a few good people to challenge Bill
Gard who has a two year winning streak in the
Pain Dive competition. Bring your friends and
family for a great time poolside before you head
out to see fireworks. 

Thank you to Sherry Catron and our
Mighty Dolphins for hosting what turned
out to be the best Pool Opening Day in
recent memory!  Hats off to resident chef,
Jeannine Simmons, who expertly manned
the pool’s brand new grill for hours, while
a bevy of additional swim team volunteers
served plenty of other Memorial Day
goodies from the pool deck.  Special
thanks also to Jim Fahey, Traci Newcomb
and Harriet Singleton for procuring the
new grill and gazebo that now grace the
“grassy knoll.”  What an awesome day to
kick off the Summer of 2014!  
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Social Cmte Mtg
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Closed for Cleaning

7:30 pm
MVYC Board Mtg

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

All Day
Mama’s Kitchen Swim
Team Fundraiser

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

7 pm 
Coast Guard Auxiliary    

Mtg

6 pm 
End of the School
Year Pool Party!

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm  TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

Noon
July 4th at the Pool!

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

6 pm 
New Members Party

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

6 pm
End of Season 
Swim Team
Banquet

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

Sunday            Monday Tuesday         Wednesday        Thursday            Friday             Saturday

Sunday            Monday Tuesday         Wednesday        Thursday            Friday             Saturday

7:00 pm 
Coast Guard Auxiliary    

Mtg

AM
Closed for Cleaning

7:30 pm
MVYC Board Mtg
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July 2014July 2014

June 2014June 2014

8:30 am  Yacht Haven 
Garden Club

8:45pm
Parade of Lights

8:30 am  Yacht Haven 
Garden Club

AM
Closed for Cleaning
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