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It is once again time to elect your Board of Trustees.  I hope all of you will consider the im-

portance of the annual election meeting on November 2, 2006, and cast your vote for the leader-

ship of your club for the next biennium.  We are fortunate this year to have more nominees than 

openings for the three directorships on the ballot.  It is sometimes difficult for the nominating committee to 

find one suitable candidate for each officer and director position; but, thanks to Dave Curry and his commit-

tee - Virginia Nelson, Lauren Bazel, Greg Casey and Ron Reinsel - plus some recruiting within the member-

ship, we have a robust slate.  Elsewhere in the BEACON you will find some biographic information about 

each candidate—please read about these fine volunteers.  If you have a chance, talk to them, too, to determine 

what each one visualizes as his/her role as a Board member of MVYC.  They are your representatives elected 

to manage your club. 

The Board of Trustees is responsible for the fiscal and physical health of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club.  

Although the Commodore is responsible for chairing all meetings and appointing all committee chairs, 

thereby overseeing all club activities, he/she does not vote on any matters before the Board, except in the 

event of a tie.  I am happy to report that I have not had to vote for or against any issue discussed by the 

Board in the past two years.   

The Vice and Rear Commodores are invaluable in assisting the Commodore in the oversight of all club 

functions.  Each of them usually is expected to chair a committee as well.  The Secretary is responsible for 

recording minutes and maintaining correspondence.  The treasurer manages the day to day expenses and in-

come, assists in preparing the budget for membership approval in January, and prepares all documents re-

quired for our annual audit—a huge job! 

Each director serves as a committee chair at the discretion of the Commodore.  Each Standing Committee 

is in itself a huge undertaking, requiring leadership and in-

terpersonal skills.  Besides two monthly meetings and the 

preparation involved, each member of the Board of Trustees 

spends countless hours handling all the activities which 

make our club the special and wonderful place it is. 

     Put all this in the context of a volunteer organization and 

you can easily see the importance of each and every vote.  As 

required by the Bylaws, we will be voting by ballot for the 

three directors.  A quorum is required, and each family has 

one vote.  Each director must be elected by a majority of eligi-

ble ballots.  In other words, the majority is calculated based 

on the total number of properly cast ballots, which may or 

may not be the same as the number of families in attendance.  

There will be a three member Committee of Tellers to au-

thenticate and count ballots.  Because of the majority re-

quirement, there may be more than one ballot.  We will con-

tinue to vote by ballot until three directors have been elected.  

A quorum is required throughout the entire voting process. 

(Continued on pg 3) 

 

 

Next Membership Meetings: 

Thursday 2  November   and 

Thursday 7 December at 8pm  
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EDITORIAL 
The time to choose your 2007 Board of Trustees Officers and Directors has arrived.  In this issue of the 

BEACON you will look below, you will find a list of the candidates, followed by candidate biographies.  Note 

that there are changes to the list that was published last month, so study this new one carefully, then take 

the time to study the biographies.  I learned a lot from them, and you will too.  Most importantly, make it a 

point to attend the Membership Meeting on November 2nd and vote for the candidates of your choice. 

     In addition, we are publishing the newly-revised Marina Rules.  These revised rules will be 

discussed and voted upon by the membership at the December 7, 2006 Membership Meeting.  

The changes are printed in bold.  Please study them carefully, and be sure to attend the De-

cember Membership Meeting to express your opinion, and to vote.  

 

Bart Hewitt, BEACON Editor 

All Club members may submit 

articles, letters and 

notices for editorial review 

and possible publication. 

Submission by eSubmission by eSubmission by eSubmission by e----mail or com-mail or com-mail or com-mail or com-

pact discpact discpact discpact disc is encouraged. is encouraged. is encouraged. is encouraged.    
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 
As the 2007 nominee for Commodore, I am writing this letter 

to endorse Gail Mlinarchik, Jack O'Malley and Ron Reinsel as 

Directors.   

 

For seven years, I have studied what makes an effective lead-

ership team for this Club.  I have served with dozens of Board 

members, including Commodore Breneman, Commodore 

Hamrick, Commodore Zuk and Commodore Skelly.  And I have 

spent literally hundreds of hours discussing how to operate 

this Club.   

 

A successful and effective Board requires a carefully planned 
mix of people, skills and experience.   

 

For example, the Board must represent a range of inter-

ests:  Sailors, power boaters and non-boaters; men and women; 

Social Committee; parents; pool users; Yacht Haven residents 

and non-residents; and the list goes on.   

 

Board members should have a devoted record of volunteer ser-

vice to the Club -- not just attending Club events, but selflessly 

giving back to the Club.   

 

The skill set of each member must mesh with the overall needs 

of the Board as a team.   

 

 

 

 

 

One other qualification is less obvious, but more impor-
tant:  Board members must be able to consider the wider per-

spective of the Club as a whole.  They must be mature, level- 

headed people who can debate tough issues without taking 
sides -- especially when the Club's interests may be at odds 

with their own personal interests.   

 

Gail Mlinarchik, Jack O'Malley and Ron Reinsel will play im-

portant roles in my leadership team.  Read their resumes to 

see why I chose them.  We elect Directors for two-year terms, 

so I did not make this choice lightly. 

I am gratified that, for the first time in years, we have more 

candidates than positions.  I hope every member will make an 

informed decision, and VOTE! 

 

Sincerely, 

Chris Ruckman 

Vice Commodore 
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Board Elections (Cont’d from page 1)    
On December 7, 2006, the members will discuss and approve the Marina Rules, as revised by the Ad Hoc Com-

mittee requested by the membership on April 6, 2006.  The Board appointed this committee, chaired by Mitch 

Mutnick, on April 17, 2006, and the Board has approved the revision.  A quorum is required.  The rules of dis-

cussion for this special meeting will be the same rules that were followed on April 6, 2006, when the member-

ship last discussed the revised Marina Rules. 

ANNUAL ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS: THE CANDIDATES 
 

OFFICERS 

 Commodore: Chris Ruckman Vice Commodore: Dave Miskimens        

 Rear Commodore: Bill Gard Secretary: Karan Cerutti 

  

DIRECTORS 

Proposed new Directors (3 to be elected from the following): 

Jack O'Malley     Sharon Fletcher     Ron Reinsel 

Gail Mlinarchik            Dave Lohman 

 

Directors returning to complete the second year of their two-year term: 

Jerry Gray           Alexi Stavropoulos          Brent Pope 

Meet the Candidates: 

Candidate for Commodore:  

Chris Ruckman 

 

 

Chris has served on the Board of 
Trustees for seven years as a Direc-

tor, Rear Commodore and Vice Com-

modore.  He has been involved with 

nearly every aspect of Club opera-

tions and planning, and has served under four different 

Commodores.  He and his wife, Diane Wilson, joined 

MVYC in1997 when they moved to their home on Nep-

tune Drive.  Chris is the longest-serving Beacon Editor 

in the Club's history, having held the post from 1997 to 

2006.  By day, Chris is a mechanical engineer who at-

tended Hayfield High School and earned his PhD from 

Virginia Tech. An avid boater, Chris also plays drums 

in a blues band called Acme Blues Company.  Chris and 

Diane enjoy spending time on their 34-foot powerboat, 

La Rea, named after his mother. 

Candidate for Vice Commodore: 

Dave Miskimens 

 

 
David Miskimens joined MVYC 

in 1999 shortly after he and his 

wife Angie moved from Seattle to 

their home on Neptune Drive.  

They immediately got involved with club activities 

such as the Commodore Ball, Brunch Cruises, 

Commissioning Day, and Lobsterfest. They also 

chaired the St Patrick’s Day party for two years.  

Dave has served as Power Fleet Captain since 

2002 and was selected as a MVYC board member 

in 2004.  He has served MVYC as House, Marina 

Co-chair and Treasurer over the past three years.  

Dave is an engineer by trade and earned his mas-

ters degree in 1996.  Dave and Angie are enthusi-

astic power boaters and help to organize many 

raft-up parties and cruises.  They also enjoy par-

ticipating in sail fleet events such as a chili cook 

off and being committee boat for the sail races.  

Dave’s hobbies include home remodeling, amateur 

radio, and projects in general! 
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Candidate for Rear Commodore:  

Bill Gard 

 
Bill Gard is finishing a two year 

term as co-chairman of the 

MVYC Marina Committee.  Dur-

ing those two years Bill oversaw 

major renovations to the Marina, 

including the relocation and re-

decking of C and D docks, the re-

placement of A and B docks with 

new floating docks and the replacement of all mooring 

piles and finger piers on Outer W. 

Bill recently retired after 25 years at The Washing-

ton Post where he held various management positions 

including Director of Engineering and Director of Fa-

cilities Development.  Before joining The Post, Bill 

worked at Raytheon Company developing automated 

editorial systems for newspapers and programming 

computers for national air traffic control systems.  Bill 

lives in Yacht Haven with his wife Karen and their dog 

Wrigley.  

Candidate for Secretary: 

Karan Cerruti 

 
Karan Cerutti, and her hus-

band, Pat Stallings, moved to 

Yacht Haven in 04 from At-

lanta, GA.  They joined the 

club shortly thereaf-

ter.  They're both active in 

Club activities such as 

TGIFs, committees for the 

Christmas and New Year's Eve parties, Oktober-

fest, and the spring/fall cleanups.  They are active 

power boaters and enjoy their Sea Ray 260, Cat's 

Meow, as often as possible.  They certainly appre-

ciate the floating docks after not having one their 

first year here.  Karan retired from the Army after 

21 years as a personnel officer and is active in 

10th Life Cat Rescue, a non profit organiza-

tion.  Pat is retiring in Aug 07 after 27 years of 
active duty.  We love baseball (especially the 

Braves), the Steelers and the Cowboys - so both 

have a favorite AFC and NFC team.  Other inter-

ests include do-it-yourself home improvements, 

biking (manual, not motor), reading, gardening, 

walking, and just hanging out with good people. 

 

Candidate for Director:  

Jack O'Malley 
 

Jack O’Malley and his 

wife Madeline began 

coming to Mt.Vernon 

Yacht Club in 1974 as 

frequent guests and 

visitors of Bob and Pam 

Beggan, often serving as 

crewmember on Bob 

Beggan’s sailboat. 

Later, seeing the light, Jack and Madeline moved 

to Mt Vernon Forest, and in the spring of 2002, 

joined the club. Jack retired from the U.S. Cus-

toms Service after 32 years and continues as a 

Customs consultant.  Jack has served as a Direc-

tor (House, and Grounds) during the Hamrick ad-

ministration, and has participated in many club 

projects. Jack and Madeline have three children 

and six grand children, all of whom live on the 

west coast. They, along with the Skellys and 

Mitchells, enjoy cruising on the venerable M/V 

Fishy. 

Candidate for Director:  

 Sharon Barbee Fletcher 
 

Sharon and Jim moved to this area 

in 1977 and have been MVYC 

members since 1985.  A BA in Po-

litical Science led her to a 38-year 

career in staff and management 

positions at the Office of Personnel 

Management, the Peace Corps, and 

the Pension Benefit Guarantee 

Corporation.  Now retired, she is Co-Treasurer of an in-

vestment club, Treasurer of her garden club, a volunteer 

at the American Horticultural Society, and at George 

Washington's Mount Vernon.  She has been active on 

PTA boards, scouts, sports, President of her homeowners 

association.  At MVYC, Sharon has volunteered with the 

Swim Team, July 4th events, and the New Year's Eve 

party.  She chaired a Commissioning Day event with a 

focus on community, and received many kudos for the 

concept. 



The Beacon page 5 Vol. 43, No.10 

 

 

Candidate for Director:   

Dave Lohman 

  

Dave joined MVYC in 1998 and 

has actively participated in Club 

activities including the rebuild-

ing of C and D docks in 2005 and, 

most recently, A and B docks in 

2006.  Dave has a reputation of 

helping with any endeavor re-

quiring attention around the 

club. From helping to repair the leaking underground 

sprinkler system this past spring and working gas dock 

duty, to contributing the dock signs at each dock.  He 

has volunteered on the Hurricane, Security, 50th Anni-

versary Committees.  Dave hails from Holden, MA, 

Graduating from St. Johns Prep and then Worcester 

State College. Moved to Mt. Vernon for employment 

with US Capitol Police.  He is currently Owner/Broker 

of Lohman & Associates Real Estate.  Volunteer activi-

ties have included Mt. Vernon-Lee Chamber of Com-

merce (Board of Directors 1991-1993), Knights of Co-

lumbus, Board of Directors 2001-2002 as Bingo Opera-

tions Manager.  Hobbies include, boating on Southern 

Yankee, motorcycling, woodworking. 

 

Candidate for Director:  

Ron Reinsel 
 

Ron and his wife Claudia joined 

MVYC in early 2005 and jumped 

right into Club activities with 

both (and occasionally wet) 

feet.  Almost immediately after 

joining, Ron was a hammer swing-

ing worker on the reconstruc-

tion project for C and D Docks and 

since then has been involved in 

most all of the social functions of the Club. In addition to 

hosting a number of TGIF's (including the Scottish and 

Bastille Day bashes), they have worked on a variety of 

committees including Commissioning Day, last year's 

Christmas Party, and most recently the 

50th Anniversary Committee.  Ron originated the idea 

for, designed and sold the 50th Anniversary Commemo-

rative Burgee that both served as a symbol of the cele-

bration and raised over $3 grand to help fund the 50th 

Party. On a number of occasions, Ron also has been a 

late night marina volunteer slogging through rain and 

storm surges to help tend lines, docks and boats when 

the deluges came.  Ron is a partner in a D.C. law firm; 

however, when time and tide permit, Ron and Claudia 

would rather be sailing their Catalina 25 Hoo’s Here.  

 

Candidate for Treasurer:   

Anthony Moran 
 

Anthony and his wife  

Revae joined MVYC in 
1999 after moving to 
Yacht Haven from Los 
Angeles.  They have been 
active in club activities 
ever since, particularly 
social events.  For exam-
ple, you may have seen 

Anthony cooking lobsters at the Lobsterfest or 
serving up potent potables at the St. Patrick’s Day 
or Newcomer’s parties.  Anthony also served for 
several years on the Membership Committee.  An 
admitted landlubber, he occasionally ventures out 
onto the waters of the Potomac in his trusty Hobie 
kayak but still enjoys a good hike in the moun-
tains.  Since obtaining his MPA from the Univer-
sity of Southern California in 1984, he has worked 
for the U.S. Government Accountability Office, 
first in Los Angeles and now in Washington, DC.  
Anthony is currently an Assistant Director for In-
ternational Affairs and Trade, responsible for 
overseeing policy analyses and program evalua-
tions for the Congress. 

 

Candidate for Director:  

Gail Mlinarchik 

 

Gail Mlinarchik has been a 

member of MVYC since 

1980. She has been a mem-

ber of the power fleet since 

then as well. She and her 

family have lived in Yacht 

Haven and raised three chil-

dren here. All of her family 

have enjoyed the camaraderie and friends here at 

the yacht club. Gail has chaired several events 

over the years, including New Year's Party and 

children's parties, and served on many social 

events committees and the swim club.  She is cur-

rently serving as Social Committee Chair along 

with Anna Diefendorf. Gail is looking forward to 

the opportunity to serve as a director in our club. 

 

Note:  Directors Jerry Gray, Alexi Stavro-

polous and Brent Pope are returning from 

last year to serve out there 2 yr term. For 

those interested, their Bio’s can be found on-

line in the October 2005 Beacon.  
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Your neighborhood source for 

creating kitchens and baths  

to naturally enhance your life. 

…………………………… 

 

  O N E S T À • DESIGN   
…………………………… 

Mary M. Galloway 

CKD, NCIDQ 

 

E-mail  mary@onestadesign.com 

Voice  703 799 7420 

    Fax  703 799 7416 

November is an exciting month for the Mount Vernon 
Yacht Club!  New officers will be elected this month!  
The Social Committee is looking forward to working 
with the new Board members as well as the new com-
mittee members this coming year!  There are always a 
lot of fun events happening at the Club! 

 I would like to thank Virginia Edsal, Roy and 
Linda Gurnam, as well as Gail Mlinarchik for helping 
with the setup for the Newcomer's Special TGIF.  The 
decorations were beautiful and the food was wonderful!  
Thank you also to all the Club members who came to 

the Newcomer's TGIF and brought delicious food for our newcomers.   Also, a big thank you to the newcomers 
who came to the TGIF that was held in their honor.   It was wonderful to meet you all and we look forward to 
seeing you around the club! 

In other news, the Commodore's Ball will be held November 4, 2006.  Information regarding this event will 
be posted by the Commodore's Ball Committee.  We say a sad "Goodbye" to Linda Brown who has chaired this 
committee for many years, and has done a wonderful job organizing her committee and making the Commodore's 
Ball so special for us all at the club.  She will be greatly missed!!!! 

Please make sure you come to the meetings this month, especially the first membership meeting, so that the 
club can select the new Board members.  Also, please come to the next Social Committee meeting to discuss 
whether we will continue with the Commodore's Ball every year.  (There has been some discussion around the 
club that instead of a Commodore's Ball every year, perhaps the club would consider a party on the point during 
the summer.)  This meeting will be held Wednesday, November 1st, at 7:30 p.m.  Please come so that this can be 
discussed, and a proposal possibly developed for presentation to the Board and Membership. 

The Social Committee is looking for someone to host the Adult Christmas party as well as the New Year's 
Eve party.  Please contact the social chairs if you are interested in chairing these wonderful events!  Also, Julie 
Thomas will be hosting the Children's Christmas party and needs volunteers. 

If anyone is interested in hosting a children, teenager, or family night at the club, please call either Gail at 
703-360-7642 or Anna at 703-780-1517.   Also, the TGIF'S still continue every Friday night.  Joan Jones is in 
charge of scheduling these events.  If she calls you to host a Friday TGIF, please say yes!  If it has been a while 
since you have hosted a TGIF, please give Joan a call.  Joan can be reached at 703-780-2965. 

The Social Committee is always ready to welcome new members.  We sponsor many adult and children's 
events throughout the year and we need your help if we are to have a successful year.   Please call either Gail at 
703-360-7642 or Anna at 703-780-1517 if you are interested in being a part of the social committee. 

Anna Diefendorf  
     Gail Mlinarchik 

Social Committee  

In the 

Spirit 

 

04 NOV - Commodore's Ball 

12 NOV - Sail Fleet Chili Bowl 

18 NOV - Private Party 

 

09 DEC - Christmas Party (adults) 

10 DEC - Christmas Party 

 (children) 

31 DEC - New Year's Eve Party (?) 
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This has been a fantastic boating season.  While the weather was 

a little flakey early on, we made the best of it!  As always, good 

weather, great water, but most importantly, the great boating 

members make it so much fun to get out on their boats and go 

somewhere! 

 I can’t tell you how many times that I come to the marina 

and look for cars, trucks and SUVs in the parking lot.  That 

means there may be empty slips (Oh boy!).  That means some of 

our members are out on the water (opportunity!).  It’s always 

great to get underway and head out the waterway near the gas 

dock and listen for fellow captains on the VHF radio.  Once you hear them, it’s always exciting to find out 

their location and to query as to their activity.  If you’re lucky, this can result in a cruise by with a wave, or 

for the power boaters, “a fly by” with a honk in the sun or a moon.  In many cases, an impromptu raft-up may 

happen. 

I think I enjoy the docking maneuvers the most.  It’s always a little more intense, but the first mates 

take charge, the communication kicks in and we coordinate a raft up very effectively.  The disembark gener-

ally occurs after some party action and the group is a little more lively.  Once free from lines, anchors, and 

fenders, the cruise back is full of idle chit chat on channel 68 and there is a reflection on “a great time was 

had by all.” 

We need to get more boaters involved next year.  I know we have lot of new boat owners and eager 

captains, so don’t be bashful.  Come to the power fleet meetings or come up to a captain and talk about what’s 

going on.  We’d like to get you out on the river more.  It’s also great to come up on one of our sail boat captains 

while out on the Potomac.  I’m getting a little better at recognizing each individual boat from a distance.   

This is my fourth year as MVYC Power Fleet Captain.  It has been an honor to serve this great yacht 

club in this capacity.  We have had so much fun starting each year with the Frostbite on the point, Tim’s over-

land (we are a hit in February!), the brunch cruise in March, Photo shoot in April, raft-ups in May (including 

Commissioning Day decorations), cruises in June, Parade of lights in July and the rest of the season is filled 

with Coles Point, raft ups, PRYCA, the Fall Cruise Party and dock parties.  What a GREAT club to have as 

part of our lives! 

As every year, I always ask if there is anyone that would like to be interested in the Power Fleet Cap-

tain position.  There is certainly plenty to do around MVYC and I’m going to be busy with new projects in the 

future.  If you’re interested, please contact the Commodore. 

Thanks for your support over the years.  

 Power Fleet  

        News 

By David Miskimens  

TOON FLEET 

NEWS 
Again this year, the Toon Fleet 

has had many, many wonderful 

raftups.  This is easy for the Toon 

Fleet, you know, because a Pontoon Boat IS a raft.  
Think about it:  no dangerous, complicated, time-

wasting multi-boat tie-up process - it only takes one 

Toon to make a raftup.  No wear and tear on them big 

rubber things power boaters use.  You know ... fend-

ers.  None of them big noisy, smelly diesel engines to 

spoil the delicate taste (or "pas de deux") of your 

Breaux Seyval Barrel Select.  Not just one, but TWO 

pointy bows to tame even the wildest Potomac main.  

Yes, friends, rafting up on a Toon is perfect.  Crew 

and friends just find a nice quiet spot, drop a hook, 

and we be rafted up. 

Contributed by Bartonius Flumenius   
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MVYC Fall Clean Up Day MVYC Fall Clean Up Day   

 
We had another very successful MVYC Fall Clean Up We had another very successful MVYC Fall Clean Up 

Day on October 7Day on October 7thth, with support not only from our , with support not only from our 

Members but also from twentyMembers but also from twenty--eight Lake Braddock eight Lake Braddock 

High School Seniors who showed up at 8:30am to help High School Seniors who showed up at 8:30am to help 

beautify our grounds!  Yes folks, that’s right, twenty beautify our grounds!  Yes folks, that’s right, twenty 

eight High Schoolers pulling weeds, raking leaves and spreading mulch to help us out eight High Schoolers pulling weeds, raking leaves and spreading mulch to help us out andand gain valuable com- gain valuable com-

munity service hours towards their High School Senior Credit requirements. munity service hours towards their High School Senior Credit requirements.   

  

And a special thank you to the following Members for also getting down on bended knee to remove the very And a special thank you to the following Members for also getting down on bended knee to remove the very 

last of the weeds, brush and unwanted growth in the flowerbeds and for repairing the club benches and gen-last of the weeds, brush and unwanted growth in the flowerbeds and for repairing the club benches and gen-

eral clean up:  Chris Ruckman & Diane Wilson, Jim Borches, Greg & Eric Rehe, Ron & Claudia Reinsel, Vir-eral clean up:  Chris Ruckman & Diane Wilson, Jim Borches, Greg & Eric Rehe, Ron & Claudia Reinsel, Vir-

ginia Edgell, Tracy Breneman, Don Neibuhr, Stuart Matthews,  the new MVYC Member who bought out all ginia Edgell, Tracy Breneman, Don Neibuhr, Stuart Matthews,  the new MVYC Member who bought out all 

his tools to use! And, all the others that helped out!his tools to use! And, all the others that helped out!  

�������
����	
��
��������������

Joanna Meletis, Grounds  
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2006 John Leary Memorial Single-Handed Race 
By Doug Borden 

 

The day dawned sort of overcast and cool for the end of September, but there was anticipation that all 

would work out fine before the day was over and the annual John Leary Memorial Single-handed Race would be 

another one for the annals of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club. Well, maybe, but it would not be easy. 

 As last year’s winner of the Leary Cup, it was Doug Borden’s enviable task to conduct this year’s race 

and during the week leading up to “the race”, Doug and Joan planned and made notes and had many discussions 

about “what-ifs” and other challenges.  While Doug focused on planning the race and trying to anticipate the con-

stantly changing weather predictions, Joan focused on planning the after-race party for the contestants and 

their families. 

On Saturday morning, 30 September, it looked like all was in order, with the club reserved, the menu 

items selected and being acquired, and possible courses selected for almost any wind direction and speed. At the 

appointed hour of the pre-race skippers’ meeting, skippers showed up to register their boats and receive instruc-

tions. Greg Rehe was to compete in his Valkyrie, John Leary was going to compete in Ed Gibson’s No Ka Oi and 

Craig Baker and his entry, Upside Up.  Now we had three similar S-2 7.9 meter yachts to race – a real rarity 

was in the offing, in that these boats were rated nearly alike and any racing would be essentially head-to-head 

match racing, which can be very exciting for the skippers and the spectators alike. Now all we needed was a bit 

of a breeze to settle down so a course could be chosen. 

Actually, we waited in port 

as long as we could, even past the 

expected start time while we 

watched for but did not see much 

breeze filling in. While we were 

waiting, what little breeze there 

had been clocked from the north-

west, through north, and to the 

northeast. But, a southerly was pre-

dicted to arrive about 11 o’clock. 

Well, we would wait it out a while 

to see if it materialized. Nope, not 

at 11, but by this time we had all 

put to sea with the expectation that 

we would soon start in a building 

breeze, and finally be on our way. 

Yep, we finally got together 

and, after changing the course by 

radio at least three times, the start 

signal sounded at 1218 p.m. – only 

about an hour and a half later than 

planned.  The signal sounded but no 

boat crowded the line because the light southerly arriving was going in the same direction as the flood tidal cur-

rent and pushing the boats away from the line; however, within a few minutes all boats were clear and on their 

way around a loop inside a loop course Doug selected to provide plenty of action on the race course. He shunned 

a straight windward and leeward race which might involve a long spinnaker run for any single-handers who 

dared to try to fly a spinnaker. Although allowed for this “fun” event, if one boat flew a spinnaker and others did-

n’t, the result could almost be accurately predicted. So, the loop-within-a-loop course was chosen to discourage, 

and even possibly prevent, spinnakers from being used because the relatively short legs would be sailed before a 

spinnaker could be set and flying well enough to gain a big advantage over non-spinnaker boats. Without the 

belaboring details, suffice it to say the similar boats provided great entertainment for Ed Gibson and Doug who 

followed the racers around the course in Doug’s Windwatch which by the rules of the race, as last year’s winner 

could not be a contestant this year. The race was all they expected, with boats crossing one another closely and 

changing places often, until one maneuver at the windward mark, red buoy 64, turned the tide in John’s favor as 

he benefited from a bit of a breeze Greg could not harness.               (Continued on page 15) 
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REVISION OF THE MARINA RULES  
By Mitchell Mutnick 

 

The Marina Rules have been revised for three reasons: 

To clarify responsibilities of the Marina Chairman and of slip holders. 

To incorporate registration and insurance information which is part of the slip application process. 

To provide a fair and meaningful grievance process in the event of a disagreement between the Marina 

Chairman and a slip holder. 

The membership agreed that the revision was timely because although the previous draft revision was 

tabled, the membership requested a new look by a new committee. 

The committee, chaired by Mitchell Mutnick, included Bruce Valley, Greg Rehe, Karl Lady and Joe Hamil-

ton.  The revised Marina Rules have been approved by the Board and are published here for discussion and 

approval at the regularly scheduled membership meeting on December 7, 2006.  The changes are printed in 

boldface font. 

As the boating season winds down, the Marina Com-

mittee would like all members who are pulling their 

boats for the winter to let us know when the boat will 

be moved or if it has already been moved.  Several 

MVYC members with boats on Outer W have in the 

past moved their boats into the sheltered inner basin as 

the rough weather gets closer.  Notifying the Commit-

tee will be especially helpful if your boat is on A or B 

dock where the slips are larger and can accommodate the big kids from Outer W. 

If you are one of the big kids on Outer W, and you want to relocate to the inner basin for the winter, 

please let the Marina Committee know.  As the A and B dock folks move out, we can contact you when the 

most appropriate slip for your boat becomes available. 

In addition, the Committee is actively organizing an effort to bring as many de-icers (ice-eaters) into the 

marina as possible.  If we can get enough machines, we’re going to try to keep the inner basin free of ice for 

the entire winter.  If we get enough de-icers, we'll try to keep Outer W ice-free as well.  This will not only 

prevent any boats from experiencing ice damage, but it will also give the new pilings an extra year to firm up 

and avoid being uplifted by ice heaving as the tide changes. 

To summarize, here’s a checklist for MVYC slip holders: 

 

-Are you pulling your boat for the winter?  If so, please notify the Marina Committee when you intend to do 

so. 

 

-Do you plan to move your boat in from Outer W?  If so, please notify the Committee. 

 

-Do you have a de-icer that the Club can use for the winter?  If you do, please notify the Committee.  Several 

members have said that they have de-icers that may or may not work.  If we get several partially-

working units, we'll try to get as many of them working as possible. 

 

You can notify the Committee by calling or emailing Bill Gard, Jim Borches, Jerry Gray, Alexi Stavro-

poulos or Brent Pope.  Thanks in advance for working with us. 

 

Last but not least, the Marina Committee would like to thank all of the MVYC members for their under-

standing and assistance during the past two years as the marina has been reconfigured and rebuilt.  Your 

patience and cooperation have made the entire project a positive experience. 

Water-Front  

      View 

by Jim Borches & Bill Gard,  

Marina Co-Chairs 
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MOUNT VERNON YACHT CLUB 

Marina Rules 
Revised September 18, 2006 

The Marina Rules are established for the boating 

enjoyment of all the members of the Mount Vernon 

Yacht Club (MVYC) and their guests and to allocate 
slips on a fair and reasonable basis with due 
consideration of the needs of the members and 
the efficient operation of the marina.  Members 
and their guests are expected to comply with and en-
courage safe and courteous boating practices.  The 
February edition of the MVYC newsletter, the 
BEACON, will contain official updated Marina 
information each season. 

 

1. MEMBERS’ RESPONSIBIILITIES 

1.1 Any boat berthed in the Marina is the 

responsibility of the individual owner(s). 

Members are expected to provide proof of liability 
insurance and current registration or documen-
tation.  In addition, members are required to 
provide and maintain marine grade electrical 
hardware and adequate dock lines, as well as 
keeping equipment in good working order to prevent 
damage to docks, piers and other boats. Failure to 
comply may result in revocation of slip privi-
leges.  If an emergency (extreme tidal changes, break-
downs of bilge pumps, leaks or similar situations) oc-
curs during an owner’s absence, the Marina Chair or 
designee is authorized to take emergency action. In no 
event will the Marina Chair, the designee or MVYC 

be held responsible for any consequences resulting 
from such emergency action taken or the lack of such 
action. 

1.2 Modifications to floats, piers, pilings, bulkheads, 
plumbing or electrical circuitry will not be made with-
out prior approval of the Marina Chair. 

1.3 Each member will keep his/her assigned slip area 
clean. Cans, bottles and other items of trash will be 
deposited in the containers provided on the 

Marina grounds. Debris and trash will not be 

thrown overboard. No sewage, oil, or other 

pollutants will be discharged from a boat in the 
Marina nor placed in the trash containers. It is the 

member’s responsibility to remove hazardous 

materials and pollutants from the Marina and 

dispose of them at a proper collection center or 

recycling facility.  Under no circumstances may 
batteries or used oil be disposed of on MVYC 
property. 
 
1.4 Toilets (heads) and holding tanks will not be 

flushed or pumped into the Marina, nor will 

portable heads be emptied into any other facilities 

at the Club. 

1.5 All slip holders are expected to actively cooperate 
in removing “dead heads” and other flotsam from Ma-
rina waters.  Seasonal disposal procedures will 
be outlined in the February edition of the BEA-
CON. 
1.6 Any craft deemed unseaworthy by the Marina 

Chair will be required to pass a suitable 

inspection. Non-compliance or inspection failure 

will result in slip cancellation. 

1.7 As a minimum, all craft will comply with Coast 

Guard and state regulations concerning life 

preservers, fire extinguishers, and other safety 

provisions. Safety and training programs are 

strongly encouraged for all members. An annual 

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary or US Power 

Squadron’s Vessel Safety Check of all boats is 

strongly encouraged for all members. 

1.8 No open fires (e.g. grills) will be allowed on the 

docks, jetties or bulkheads, or aboard any boat while 
berthed in a slip. 

1.9 Members who have assigned dinghy rack space 
will store the boat on the dinghy rack and not on the 

ground. Such boats will be stored upside down to pre-
vent water accumulation and subsequent collapse of 
the rack. Small boats will not be stored on Club prop-
erty. 

1.10 Members not complying with marina rules may 
be considered for suspension, in accordance with 
Club rules. 
 

2. USE OF SLIIPS 

2.1 The Marina Chair’s permission is required 

prior to lending an assigned slip to another 

member. Slip holders may not sublet their assigned 

slips. 

2.2 If a boat will be absent from the Marina for a 

period of time longer than two weeks, the owner 

must notify the Marina Chair. 

2.3 The Marina Chair may assign a member’s boat, a 
guest’s boat, or transient boat to a member’s assigned 
slip that is temporarily vacant. If the assignment is 
made at the request of a host member, the host mem-
ber must ensure the guest craft is moved on the re-
turn of the assigned craft. The guest craft may berth 
without charge for 24 hours.  
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Thereafter, the Marina Chair may charge and collect a 
transient fee as posted in the February BEACON. 
This assignment will not exceed 30 days. 

2.4 Boats may not be moored, anchored, or berthed at 
any location within or near the basin without 

permission of the Marina Chair. This 

restriction also is applicable to the spaces at the 

ends of the floating docks and the bulkheads at 

the fueling area. If an emergency situation requires 

docking a distressed boat at MVYC, the person 

responsible shall notify the Marina Chair 

immediately and shall make every effort to salvage 

or repair the craft and get underway without 

delay. If a disabled craft is not removed after three 

days, action will be taken to have it removed at the 

owner’s expense. 

2.5 Every slip holder will be responsible for the 

judicious use of electrical service provided at the 

slips. Annual electrical fees do not provide for 

unlimited electrical usage. Slip holders are 

discouraged from running air conditioners and 

heaters while absent from the marina for long 

periods of time. Portable electric space heaters and 

open-flame heaters pose a dangerous fire hazard, 

and should never be left to run unattended inside 

a boat. Failure to make judicious use of slip 

electrical service could result in an additional 

surcharge to be levied by the Board of Trustees. 

 

3. BOATING OPERATIONS 

3.1 Within the marina and approaches to MVYC, 

boat operation is governed by a no-wake zone 
that includes the entire marina, and extends out to 

the no-wake markers in Dogue Creek. In the no- wake 
zone, no boat may exceed its no-wake 

speed, defined as the slowest possible speed 

required for that particular boat to maintain 

steerage and headway. The intent of the no-wake 

zone is to ensure that boat wakes do not cause 

dangerous conditions in the marina, and do not 

create the potential for damage to pilings, piers, 

boats or their contents. If a member or his/her 

guest violates the no-wake zone, the member may 

be subject to loss of slip assignment and/or boat 

launching privileges. 

3.2 The launching ramp is for the exclusive use of 

members of the MVYC and their guests, without 

charge. Guest usage will be allowed only in the 

presence of the host member. A guest may only 

use the launching ramp once per calendar month. 

Boats will not be “powered” on or off of trailers 

using the boat’s engine. 

3.3 The hauling of boats for storage, repair, or 

maintenance is not permitted on MVYC property. 

This restriction is intended to eliminate general 

boat yard work or storage in the Marina other 

than what is normally accomplished in assigned 

slips. 

3.4 Trailers parked in the Marina area shall be parked 
parallel to the curbing south of the boat ramp on the 
west side of the driveway. Guests are not allowed to 
park trailers overnight unless they 

have prior permission of the Marina Chair. 

Trailers may not remain parked on MVYC 

grounds longer than three days, and will be 

removed thereafter at the owner’s expense. 

 

4. FUEL DOCK OPERATIONS 

4.1 The fuel dock will be operated during the boating 
season for the convenience of Club members. The nor-
mal hours of operation are on weekends from 10:00 am 
to 12 noon. All sales will be for cash or check. Fuel shall 
be sold to Club members only, but may be sold to non-
members on an emergency basis. The Marina Chair 
will set gasoline prices. The gasoline will be sold on a 
non-profit basis, and the price will be set to adequately 
cover the Club’s expenses. 

4.2 Before the gas pump is turned on, the fire 

extinguisher must be unchained and positioned 

so the discharge hose reaches the pump area. 

4.3 When fueling operations are underway, the 

following minimum safety rules must be strictly 

adhered to in the area near the fuel dock: 

  a. There shall be no smoking or igniting 
matches or lighters. 

 b. All engines, motors, fans and electronics shall 
be turned off. 

 c. All galley fires and lights shall be 

extinguished. 

 d. All crew members and guests must move to 
shore. 

 e. All ports, windows, hatches and doors shall 
be closed. 

 f. The person operating the fuel pump shall 
keep a firm grip on the filling nozzle, and shall 

ensure that the nozzle is properly grounded to the filler 
pipe or fuel container. 

 g. Fuel overflows should be avoided. Overflows 
shall be washed down with water. 

 h. After fueling, operators will open the engine 
and fuel tank compartments, sniff for fumes, 

activate blowers and ventilate the bilges for at least 

five minutes prior to starting engine(s). 
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 5. MARINA BOAT SLIP ASSIGNMENTS 

5.1 Under the authority of the Board of Trustees, the 

Marina Chair will be responsible for the safe opera-

tion and maintenance of the Marina, the 

processing of slip applications, and the assignment of 

slips. The Marina Chair may appoint a Marina Com-

mittee to assist in the discharge of these duties. Au-

thority is vested in the Marina Chair or his delegates 

to take action when deemed necessary to protect Club 

property, watercraft and gear from possible damage 

or loss. Members of the Marina Committee may not 

be held liable for failure to take any such action, nor 

will they or the Club be held liable for consequences 

resulting from any such action taken. 

5.2 Only Club members who own a boat (or who 
have a bona fide contract for the purchase of a 
boat) are eligible to apply for a slip. To be eligible 
for a slip assignment, a member must be in good 

standing. Slip fees are billed for the full boating 
year, defined as the twelve-month period March 15 

through March 14. Club members who desire to re-
tain their present slip assignments will be billed for 

the slip fee along with their annual Club membership 

dues. Every reasonable effort will be made to 
accommodate such requests.  Slip applications 
must be received at the Club before 1 March. Incom-

plete and/or incorrect applications will not be consid-

ered, and will be returned for resubmission. Applica-

tions received on or after 1 March will be considered 

only after all applications received before 1 March 

have been processed. 

5.3 Any member who is not currently assigned a slip 

but desires a slip for the boating year should so 

indicate on the slip application form accompanying 

the dues bill. If no appropriate slip is available, the 

member will be placed on a waiting list. The member 

will not be billed until a slip assignment is made. 

5.4 Requests for slip changes will be considered when 

possible, but are in no way guaranteed. 

5.5 Slip holders who do not occupy an assigned 
slip for more than sixty (60) consecutive days 
may have their slip reassigned at the Marina 
Chair’s discretion.  Removal of the boat for win-
ter storage or extended repairs is not to be con-
sidered non-occupancy.  

5.6. A.  Priority & Procedure for Slip Assign-
ments 

(1)  Priority of initial slip assignment at the be-
ginning of the season:  The Marina Chair is re-

sponsible for utilizing slips in the most efficient man-

ner. Slip assignments will be made by March 15, with 

slip priorities as follows. First priority will go to mem-

bers with the longest unbroken records of paid MVYC 

slip assignment for the slip sizes required by their 

boats. Second priority will go to those Club members 

in good standing who submitted valid slip applica-

tions before March 1.  A change in boat size, if the 
Marina Chair determines the current slip inap-
propriate, will be considered a new application. 

           (2)  Priority for filling slips vacated dur-
ing the year will favor those with the longest record 
of active membership in MVYC and tenure as a ma-
rina slip holder on a one (1) point basis for each 
year as a club member and one (1) point for 
each year as a tenured slip holder.  In the event 
of a tie, allocation will be settled by lottery.  The 
Marina Chair will maintain a list of Club members 

who are waiting for an assignment to the next appro-

priate slip.  If a slip becomes available during the 
boating year and there is a waiting list for that 
size slip, the Marina Chair will offer the slip to 
the next eligible member on the priority list de-
fined in this rule.  If there is not a boat on the 
waiting list for that size slip, the Marina Chair 
may exercise his authority under Paragraph 
5.6.A (3) to optimize slip allocations within the 
Marina. The standard annual slip fee will be pro-
rated by the number of months remaining in the boat-

ing year. If the slip became available because the 

previous slip holder vacated it permanently, the 

new part-year slip holder will count towards the new 

occupant’s "unbroken record of paid MVYC slip as-
signment" as described in Rule 5.5.A (1). 

          (3)Reassignments of slips during the sea-
son:  In order to assure the greatest flexibility to 

accommodate all members, the Marina Chair may 
reassign slips at any time during the year to en-
sure the optimal use of slips for the Marina.  As 
a condition of membership and slip assignment, 
all members are deemed to have agreed that no 
member has an inherent “right” to occupy any par-

ticular slip throughout the year or from year to 

year, although every effort will be made to accommo-

date such requests. 

 (4)  Procedure for reassigning slips dur-
ing the season:  Prior to reassigning a member 
to a new slip, the Marina Chair will make a dili-
gent effort to utilize all available open slips to 
accommodate members without relocating ex-
isting slip holders.  In the event this cannot be 
accomplished without moving existing slip 
holders, the Marina Chair will attempt to nego-
tiate an agreed relocation among existing slip 
holders.  If this cannot be accomplished, the 
Marina Chair has the authority to move any 
member from an existing slip to another slip 
within the Marina as long as the slip provides 
adequate draft, power and maneuverability for 
the relocated boat. 
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 (5)  Right of member to object to slip re-
assignment or termination:  In the case of a re-
located boat slip or termination of slip assign-
ment, the boat owner, if he/she feels that the 
Marina Chair has not complied with the Rules, 
has an absolute right to request the Board of 
Trustees to review the Marina Chair’s actions.  
No slip change will occur until the Board of 
Trustees has made a final ruling, if one is re-
quested under this section. 

    B.  Procedure to Process Members’ Objections 

 (1)  The Marina Chair’s written notice of 
reassignment or termination will be sent by 
USPS registered mail, return receipt requested.   
The notice will include a statement of all ac-
tions taken by the Chair prior to the reassign-
ment or termination. 

 (2) The member’s request for review to 
the Board of Trustees must be in writing and 
postmarked within seven (7) calendar days of 
the Marina Chair’s notice.  It will include the 
reasons that the member feels the action is in-
appropriate. 

 (3)  The Board of Trustees will meet 
within ten (10) business days of the postmarked 
date of the member’s request for review.  The 
petitioning member has the right to be present 
at the meeting and shall be provided written 
notification of the date and time, but the inabil-
ity of the member to attend the meeting will not 
be a basis for invalidating the actions of the 
Board of Trustees.  The Board of Trustees will 
affirm or revise the actions of the Marina Chair 
by a simple majority of those Board members 
present at the meeting.  The matter will not be 
tabled or continued without the agreement of 
the petitioning member, if the member is at the 
meeting.  The decision of the Board is final and 
binding. 

 

5.7 Multiple Slips and Multiple Boat Owners 

 A. The Marina Chair may limit the number of 

slip assignments per family membership in the event 

of overcrowding. Requests from members seeking an 

additional slip will only be considered after all “first 

slip” applications have been processed. Allocations for 

these additional slips will be made on a year-to-year 

basis only. 

 B.  If a boat has multiple owners, all co-

owners must be MVYC members.  

 

5.8  If a member does not have a slip but wishes to 

berth a boat in the Marina for a period longer 

than 30 days, and if an appropriate slip is 

available, the Marina Chair may temporarily 

assign the member a slip. However, if there is a 

waiting list for the slip, the member(s) on the 

waiting list will be offered right of first refusal 

prior to assignment. The member will be billed on 

a pro-rated basis for duration of the stay. The 

charge will be the current per-foot yearly fee 

divided by the number of months he/she uses the slip. 

Proper vessel registration and proof of insurance 

shall be required. No seniority is applied to such an 

arrangement. The length of stay will be agreed to by 

the Marina Chair, the member requesting the tempo-

rary slip and the registered slip holder. The vessel 

must be removed by the agreed date, or the Marina 

Chair may move the vessel to another slip 

and bill the owner at the transient rate. Failure to 

remove the vessel by the agreed date will also 

cause the member to lose his/her place on the 

waiting list for a permanent slip, if applicable. 

 

5.9 In order to promote boating in the Club, slips are 

to be assigned only to members with operable 

boats who are active in boating. Marina slips may 

not be used for the long-term storage of hulks or 

inoperable boats. The Board of Trustees has the 

authority to remove such boats from the Marina 

and to reassign these slips. The Board of Trustees 

may bill the boat owner for removal and storage 

fees. Non-payment of dues or fees, or otherwise as 

stipulated in the Bylaws, could result in the 

revocation of slip assignments. 
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             Are you prepared for the financial burden  

of Long-Term Care expenses? 

 

 Premium Discounts Are Now Available On Long-Term 
Care Insurance From John Hancock For 
Mount Vernon Yacht Club Members 

 

 For a complimentary consultation or further information, 

please call Faisal Haq, Financial Advisor 

 at (703) 287-7134. 

 

 Other Services Provided: 

 

 - Fee-based Financial Planning - Asset Management 

 - Products and Services for Estate Planning - Retirement Planning 

 - Life Insurance - Annuities 

Registered Representative/Securities and Investment Advisory Services offered through Signator Investors, Inc., Member NASD, SIPC, a 

Registered Investment Advisor. Insurance products offered through Signator Insurance Agency, Inc., an affiliate of John Hancock Life Insur-

ance Company, Boston, MA, 02117. Long-term care insurance policies are individually underwritten by John Hancock Life Insurance Company, 

Boston, MA 02117. Policy Series LTC-03".  180-04162004-9036039 

Advertisement 

Leary Race (Cont’d from pg  9)    
 As a result, John turned the windward mark not more than a half-dozen boat lengths ahead of Greg, 

leading to their jockeying back and forth all the way down the broad reach to the turning mark at Marshall Hall 

with the lead not clearly established by either boat. It was great fun to watch, but it must have been nerve-

wracking for the two skippers. Due to some lulls and adverse tidal currents, Craig was not able to keep up with 

John and Greg, so he, along with the committee boat, had a safe position behind the duelers from which to watch 

the action ahead. 

Both Greg and John sailed extremely well in both attacking and defensive maneuvers, even after another 

alteration of the course by radio during the race to avoid meeting at green buoy 69 with a heavily-loaded sand 

barge and tug coming downriver. Using the radio, we all agreed they were to go to 71 instead, thus avoiding 

hearing five or more short danger signal blasts from the air horn on the tug. As it was, this course alteration did 

not affect the race and, after 8 sometimes exasperating sea miles, by a mere 37 seconds, John Leary in Na Ka Oi 

was able to secure a spot for his name to be placed on the perpetual club trophy which is a memorial to his dad. 

Well done, John! 

Needless to say, the after-race get-together was a joyous time for the all the participants and party plan-

ners, all of whom were much pleased with the attendance of John’s mom, Nancy Leary, which made the award-

ing of the trophy to John all the more significant. And Ed Gibson was like a proud father, much pleased that his 

boat prevailed in the challenging and often-frustrating light-air conditions which are so prevalent on our part of 

the river in the summer months. 

One of the interesting, but less well-known, facts is that this annual single-handed race event did not 

start out as a memorial race. This annual affair began in 1973 when father John Leary offered MVYC the 

“Prohibition Cup” as a perpetual trophy to be raced for once each year. The trophy is unique in that its appear-

ance hides its purpose, in that by disassembling and reassembling the pieces in a certain way, the trophy be-

comes a cocktail shaker very clever during the Prohibition days. The trophy was a “find” in an antique store in 

Maine nearly 35 years ago, and it will always be on the Leary trophy shelf, now alongside the 2006 winner’s en-

graved Jefferson Cup. A circle has been completed in the nicest sort of way. Well done to all involved in this 

year’s John Leary Memorial Single-handed Trophy Race! 
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The Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

4817 Tarpon Ln 

Alexandria, VA 22309 


