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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Alexi Stavropoulos

This must have been the wettest 
summer on record, but that did not 
stop us from having a good time at   
MVYC.  After all the work we did to 
the pool in the spring, the pool has 
been operating well all summer thanks to Nicole Mahon 
and her group of volunteers.  We replaced the big canvas 
umbrella with a new one and purchased a new ice maker.  
The worn out wooden kiddy pool equipment shed was 
replaced with a new easy access plastic shed.  We had a 
good group of lifeguards who watched over us and the rain 
did not seem to stop anyone from going to the pool.  All 
things considered, it was a good pool season. 

The marina did not appear to be as active on the weekends 
as in years past.  With all the rain, it seems like boaters 
took advantage of any break in the rain during the week 
to get a few hours on the water.  Marina chair Brian 
Groark has done a great job adjusting and getting many 
of our new boaters in slips this summer.  He took on the 
task of getting rid of the abandoned boats on the dinghy 
rack and it was great success.  If there is anything that 
needs to be addressed at any of the slips/docks, let Brian 
know so it can addressed.  Jerry Gray and his group of 
volunteers at the gas dock have done a great job.  There 
were some soggy gas days and they still managed to get 
the boats filled 
up.  I hope that 
the rain will 
stay away and 
we can enjoy 
some good fall 
boating. 

(continued on pg 2)
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Bosun’s Whistle (continued from pg 1)

Our Social Chair Rebecca Williamson has been working on organizing social events for the 
remainder of the year with the next big event being OctoberFest followed by LobsterFest.  
Rebecca is always looking for volunteers for TGIFs. 

The membership meetings have been on hiatus for the summer, but the board still held 
its meetings throughout the summer.  We resume our monthly membership meetings 
this Thursday, September 6th at 8pm.  As fall returns, we get back into business as 
we prepare for new board nominations and start planning the budget for 2018.  The 
nominating committee, led by Past Commodore Jerry Gray, has put together a slate of 
willing and able volunteers for the incoming board.  In accordance with the Club’s bylaws, 
other nominations, if any, for these offices may be made from the floor at our regular 
membership meeting in October.  Elections will be held at the November membership 
meeting, followed by the Commodore’s Ball on November 3rd. 

One of the great things about MVYC is that we continue to have great events throughout the 
year for all of our members, families and friends.  Summer has ended, vacations are over 
and kids are back in school. I understand that we have families and responsibilities that 
keep us busy.  As a result, we cannot make it to all the club events but I hope to see many of 
you throughout the year. Have a great fall.

House News

House Director
Woody Evans

There is a lot going on at the House 
as we wind down the summer season 
and get ready for fall.   To finish out 
the summer outdoor grill season, the 
propane cage has been replenished 
with two fresh tanks.  The front portico was also cleaned 
to spruce up the entryway.  It is amazing what a simple 
push broom will do.  Power washing always comes to 
mind as the preferred way to clean, but a broom does 
a tremendous job with very little effort.  So, if you see 
an area in need of cleaning, do not hesitate to give it 15 
minutes with a broom ...you will be amazed.  I like to say, 
“it’s not perfect, but it’s better than it was.”   The floor 
tile in the women’s locker room was also etched slightly 
to increase the grip on the wet tile.  As always, the safest 
way to maintain sure footing is to walk, not run, but the 
newly etched tile is a big improvement.  For all the TGIFs 
attendees who have reported the leak under the kitchen 
sink, that should be fixed.  This was a bit of a mystery, 
but should be good to go.  There are several bigger ticket 
maintenance / improvements that will be discussed at 
the August board meeting, so more on that later.  Looking 
forward to seeing the Membership in September!

Calling all 
MVYC Artists!
Join us for an afternoon of 

art at MVYC on

Monday, October 1
2:00p - 4:00p

Please bring your own 
supplies and enjoy and 
afternoon of creativity 

with friends!

For more 
information, 
contact Susan 
Fitzgerald at 
703-927-2039
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Pool News

Pool Director
Nicole Mahon

We have had a great pool season and still have a few more weeks 
left.  Thank you to Peter Esser for installing a new basketball hoop.  
Unfortunately, we have already noticed that the hoop is bent from 
being hung on.  I’m happy to report that there is an easy solution to 
this problem!  Don’t hang or dunk on the hoop.  We are excited for 
our annual Doggie Swim.  This will take place on September 16 from 12pm-2pm.  There is 
no swimming for humans that day, however the pool is open for all our furry members to 
take a dip before it’s closed for the season.  We will have treats for the dogs and hotdogs 
and drinks for the humans.  Once the pool is closed for the season we have a few repairs 
to complete and the pool will be given a thorough scrubbing as the stains have not gone 
unnoticed this summer.  Keep on swimming and enjoying the pool for the next few weeks.  

Lobsterfest
Saturday, October 6, 2018

Join us for a not-to-be missed family event 
that brings all members together for a unique 
experience! Our last Lobsterfest in November 
2018 was a big success.  This year’s Lobsterfest 
is going to be a little earlier, so as not to 
conflict with Commodore’s Ball.  Lobsterfest 
has been an MVYC tradition for many years, 
with its current format dating from the mid-
2000s. If you’ve never been to an MVYC 
Lobsterfest, come watch Gene and crew steam 
200 lobsters at the same time – using seaweed 
and some propriety trade secrets.

Lobsterfest is usually $20 or under per person, 
depending on the market price of lobsters, and 
will also include sides. A non-seafood option 
(for the landlubbers and the allergic) will be 
available for $10 per person. Confirmation of 
the price and a full menu will be emailed to 
the membership in mid-September. To RSVP, 
please email events@mvyc.net, and indicate 
number of attendees.

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Sept 17 @ 7:30p
• Mon, Oct 15 @ 7:30p
• Mon, Nov 19 @ 7:30p

Membership Meetings:
• Thur, Sept 6 @ 8:00p
• Thur, Oct 4 @ 8:00p
• Thur, Nov  1 @ 8:00p
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Marina News

Marina Director
Brian Groark

It’s hard to believe it’s September already! I don’t know where the 
summer went but at least there are still a couple of months of good 
boating on the Potomac left this season.  The marina is still nearly at 
capacity, with only a few slips available.  There have been some new 
assignments and some re-assignments made over the past couple months 
but things are pretty well settled now.

I’m happy to report that the dinghy rack is now organized and all boats on the rack are 
accounted for.  All of the abandoned boats were auctioned off and now have a new home.  
Going forward, rack assignments will be made to help prevent rogue boats from appearing 
and going unnoticed.  

There will be a couple of marina projects this fall, such as adding dock edging to the piers 
on Outer W.  Keep an eye out for an email looking for some volunteers to help.  And of 
course, we’ll need some help pulling and cleaning the no wake buoys, but that is still a few 
months out. 

Finally, this time of year brings peak hurricane season.  Hopefully, it’ll be a light season 
this year and we won’t see anything significant but, as a reminder, be sure to regularly 
check that your boat is secure.  This means dock lines are in good working order, tied 
securely and appropriately for your individual vessel and dock combination, also check 
that bilge pumps are in good working order and fenders are in place and secured as 
needed.  

Now get out there and enjoy the last few months of the season on the water!  Happy 
Boating! 

Power Fleet News

Power Fleet Captain
Mike Holland

The Hot Fun cruise to Coles Point Marina was exactly as advertised - 
“HOT Fun!”  We had 15 boats, two RVs and one Russell make the trip 
this year.  After playing “who’s got power?” for a few hours, everyone 
finally got settled into the marina and the weekend of swimming, 
eating and more swimming began.  I’d like to thank Dan O’Keefe for 
helping coordinate with the staff at Coles Point to ensure we actually had a place to go 
this year.  The Yellow Birds were especially good this year.  Not sure what Chris and Diane 
actually put in them, but they sure were good!  Speaking about good, special thanks to 
Mitchell Mutnick for putting together a delicious crab feast for us on Saturday night!

Our next Power Fleet event is our traditional Labor Day raft-up in Pohick Bay on 
September 1st. High tide will be around 12:45 pm, so plan accordingly.  Finally, our Old 
Town Overnight trip has been moved from Alexandria City marina to the Yards marina in 
Washington D.C.  Alexandria City marina will be installing new electric in their docks and 
have recommended we move to a new venue this year. More to come on both events!
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Summer Cruise to Coles Point
The weekend of August 17-19 found 
the crews of 15 boats of the MVYC 
power fleet and 2 land yachts 
enjoying the facilities at Cole’s 
Point Plantation. In addition to 
enjoying one of the best beaches on 
the Potomac, some great steamed 
crabs, and upbeat reggae music 
courtesy “Tim’s at Coles Point”, we 
maintained MVYC tradition with 
our Saturday morning brunch and 
Yellow Bird toast. Pictures courtesy 
Tylor Hewette, Mike Holland, Chris 
Bazel, and Jim Walton.

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Mitchell Mutnick

Summer is almost over. The grass (and the weeds) are growing with all 
the rain we have had. We will be beginning grooming the grounds for 
the fall. We will start trimming, weeding and preparation for spring 
planting, as well as seeding and ground treatment. As usual, we will be 
asking for volunteers to help with these projects. 

It has been good year for the grounds. Please enjoy the club as the weather changes. Fall is a 
beautiful time to watch the trees change around the club, barbque, and enjoy the company 
of family and friends.
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OKTOBERFEST 2018
September 22, 2018, 

7:00p till ??

Please come join us for the Annual Oktoberfest 
party on September 22, 2018 starting at 
7:00PM. We will be serving traditional 
homemade German food including homebrew 
German beer along with an assortment of 
Cheeses, meats and sides. There is a German 
band to lead us in song and games. Cost 
remains $30.00 per person prior to September 
19 and $35.00 at the door if space is available. 
Your reservation is your promise to pay.

Cost: $30.00 per person, $35.00 at door if space 
is available 

RSVP:  events@mvyc.net  no later than 
September 18, 2018

Yacht Haven Garden Club 2018 Fashion Show
The Yacht Haven Garden Club is presenting their 35th annual Fashion Show and Luncheon 
“Autumn Glory” on Thursday, October 11, 2018, at 10am at the Mount Vernon Country Club 
in Alexandria.  

Fashions for women of all sizes will be provided by Details of Occoquan. The Yacht Haven 
Garden Club works to further education in horticulture, floral design and conservation 
among its members and the surrounding community. To achieve these goals, our proceeds 
will be divided among the following projects and organizations: 
• The American Horticulture Society (River Farm), 
• The Univ. of Maryland (honey bee project), 
• The National Arboretum Friendship Garden and Youth Garden, 
• The National Arboretum Fern Valley, 
• The USO Wounded Warrior Healing Garden, 
• The Woodlawn Plantation Rose Garden, 
• Mason Neck Wildlife Refuge State Park, 
• The Sherwood Hall Library Garden, 
• Mount Vernon Post Office beautification, and 
• Yacht Haven Neighborhood Entrance beautification. 

In addition, we have a Scholarship Fund for students pursuing an education in horticulture.  
Tickets are $40.00  For further information contact: Kathy Ichter, Ichter@verizon.net. 



www.mvyc.net The Beacon September 2018

Fall - A Great Time for Kayaking
The cooler temperatures and changing colors make 
the Fall a great time to break out the Kayaks and 
experience the beauty of the Potomac and Dogue 
Creek up close. You would be surprised with the 
beauty found on just a short trip back to the Grist 
Mill or along the shore of Fort Belvoir.

The MVYC Kayakers will begin their Saturday 
morning excursions on September 8th at 9:00 AM. 
If you would like to join them just show up and be 
prepared to enjoy an hour or so on the river. Any 
questions contact Danokeefe711@msn.com.

Membership News

Membership Director
Theresa Dyer

Welcome Aboard! This month we welcome one new Active Member 
family and one family coming in as Long-Term Guests.

Janice Kephart has lived in Yacht Haven for twenty years, has visited 
the club often and knows many of our members.  This summer, 
Janice decided it was time to join the club around the corner and become active in our 
events and volunteer opportunities.  Janice has three adult children, Julia, Daniel and Claire.  
Daniel is an avid fisherman so you may see him fishing around the marina.  Janice is Owner 
and Partner at Identity Strategy Partners LLP in Alexandria.  She has a passion for solving 
and articulating complex national security, border and identity matters and has gained 
extensive experience through working on Capitol Hill, for trade organizations and think 
tanks.  Janice is also a professional spoken word artist who writes poetry and music.

Jennifer Quilty and Robert Montgomery moved in to the Yacht Haven neighborhood 
in August and are renting the home of club members Tom and Robin Prinz.  They have 5 
children aged 7 to 16 who are already actively using the club pool!  Robert is with the U.S. 
Army at Ft. Belvoir and Jennifer is a home CEO.  They have lived in Germany and several 
states from California to Alabama and are happy to be settled in Virginia for at least a couple 
years.

I have given several tours to interested families in the past couple of weeks and I am 
hopeful that they will soon be submitting applications.  I know our Commodore recently 
spoke to a family he met on a boating trip and told them about our wonderful club and the 
year round benefits of membership.  Please continue to tell your friends and neighbors 
about MVYC and that there are memberships available.  My email is membership@mvyc.
net if you want to pass it along or let me know if there is someone you would like me to 
reach out to regarding membership.

Application Posted: Rachael and J. Seraph Townsend
• Posted until September 12, 2018
• Endorsed by:  Brooke Demetriou and Lindsey Alexander
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September 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 Club rental dates highlighted 
in yellow. Please be mindful of 

entering/leaving the clubhouse 
on these dates.

Mount Vernon Wharfmasters
For many of the folks who visit 
the Mount Vernon Estate, their 
experience begins when their tour 
boat arrives at the Wharf and they 
meet the Wharfmasters who helped 
secure their vessel, assisted with 
their disembarking, and began 
answering their questions about the 
estate. Most of the Wharfmasters 
should be very familiar to MVYC 
members. The next time you’re 
sailing past Mount Vernon and there 
isn’t a tour boat at the dock, hail 
them on the radio and say hello! Wharfmasters, all MVYC members -- Jim Borches, 

Pat McCarthy, Dave Curry, Bill Gard -- and Maggie

Power Fleet 
Raft Up

Power Fleet 
Raft Up

Social 
Meeting & 
Membership 
Mtg.

TGIF on the 
Point

Doggie 
Swim Board 

Meeting
Coast Guard 
Auxillary 
Flotilla

OktoberFest

Paint 
& Sip
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OctOber 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 Club rental dates highlighted 
in yellow. Please be mindful of 

entering/leaving the clubhouse 
on these dates

Social News

Social Director
Rebecca Mebane-

Williamson

I can’t believe that summer is coming to a close.  There was lots 
of fun and enjoyment at the pool and marina this summer.  In the 
clubhouse, on July 13, members pulled out their Hawaiian shirts and 
beach attire for a Luau themed TGIF hosted by Scott and Rebecca 
Williamson and on August 17, we celebrated August Birthdays at the 
TGIF hosted by the Gurnhams and Ichters. 

Coming up:
• Our annual OktoberFest Party on September 22 where there is always good German 

food, drink and music. Mark your calendars now and details will be forthcoming.
• We are also planning a ‘Paint and Sip’ event (tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 

September 27 in the evening).  Don’t know how to paint…. no worries, you don’t need 
ANY previous experience.  Entertaining instructors will guide you through every step 
and everyone will take home a unique piece of art they created themselves (while 
sipping on your BYOB beverage). 

• LobsterFest is on Saturday, October 6!  Details are in this Beacon. 

The next social committee meeting will be on Thursday, September 6 at 7:15 pm (prior to 
the Membership Meeting at 8:00 pm) to start scheduling fall social events.   Everyone is 
welcome or email your ideas to Social.myvc@gmail.com. 

Membership 
Meeting

Board 
Meeting

Coast Guard 
Auxillary 
Flotilla Overnight @ the Yards

Halloween 
TGIF

LobsterFest
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