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Bosun’s WhistleBosun’s Whistle
By Ron Reinsel, Commodore

A New Season Is Upon UsA New Season Is Upon Us

Summer is beginning to be a fad
ing memory, but a new season is

about to get underway.  The pool may be cov
ered, boats may be looking forward to a few
months of rest and leaves may be beginning to
turn, but we are looking forward to the golden
days of autumn and many changes at MVYC.

The month of October brings the first hints of a
winter to come and while our thoughts and
most of our activities turn indoors, it will be a
busy and productive time of year.  At our
Membership meeting we will begin the month
with the important task of nominating a new
slate of officers and directors to lead the Club in
the coming year.  At the same time, the existing
Board will be working to identify needed proj
ects and develop next year’s budget to keep
the Club both a place of pride and a bargain for
its members.  

October also marks the beginning of a busy
social season.  First comes Oktoberfest, fol
lowed by our first ever Wine Tasting Party and
then, before we know it, it will be time for the
Commodore’s Ball.  With any luck we may even
be able to throw in a World Series Party.

It is also the month to begin preparations for
many physical changes around the Club.  Over
the summer months we completed the installa
tion of the infrastructure to support the reno
vation of C and D docks and arranged for the
construction of the new dock themselves
which are now awaiting delivery.  

continued on Page 3... 

Children's Halloween PartyChildren's Halloween Party
On Sunday, October 21st, at 2pm, there will be a
Halloween Party for the younger club members.
Looking for a couple of Mothers to volunteer as
party planners for this fun time.  Please let Harriet
Singleton know of your interest by calling her at
7036600707 or email at hescs@verizon.net.

Nominating Committee Slate for the
2013 MVYC Board of Directors

Submitted by Bill Gard, Nominating Committee Chair

As required by the MVYC Bylaws, the MVYC Nominating Committee
has developed a slate of candidates to be nominated for the 2013
MVYC Board of Trustees at the November 2012 MVYC Membership
meeting.  The Nominating Committee consists of Immediate Past
Commodore Bill Gard, Past Commodore Jim Hamrick, BEACON
Publishing Editor Blair Beggan, Jim Borches, and Chuck Manka.
Thanks to all for their participation in this effort and thank you to
those of you who have agreed to serve on the board. 

The following names will be presented to the membership for the
November 1, 2012 election of officers: 

Commodore  Jerry Gray
Vice Commodore  Steve Donock
Rear Commodore  Alexi Stavropoulos
Secretary  Lauren Bazel
Treasurer  Holly Evans

Director  Perry "Bear" Baker
Director  Pat McCarthy
Director  Dan O'Keefe

Director  John Galloway to fill the second year of a two year term
vacated by Director Holly Evans who is running for Treasurer.

Returning Directors:  
Mike Holland and Harriet Singleton
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Upcoming Meetings...Upcoming Meetings...

Board Meetings
October 15

November 19  
at 7:30 pm

3rd Mon of the month
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Membership Meetings
October 4

November 1
at 8:00 pm

1st Thurs of the month

Social Committee Meetings
October 8

November 12   
at 7:30 pm

2nd Mon of the month

WELCOME ABOARDWELCOME ABOARD
Submitted by Lauren Bazel, Membership Chair

The cooler's full
And the sky is clear. 

The cool breeze blows
And all my friends are here.
~ Kenny Chesney

Wow. October already.  Even though the call of work and school are much louder
now, there still are beautiful days and fun activities to enjoy. Make sure you leave
space on your calendar for our upcoming Club events, and also be sure to take
some needed quiet time on the Point watching the leaves change color.

No matter how you spend your time at MVYC, remember that everything we love
and enjoy here is made possible by all the member volunteers who step up and
donate their time and talents.  Volunteering is part of the deal we make when we
join the club and it is what makes membership at MVYC that much more reward
ing. We do not have paid staff and we all have outside responsibilities.  Yet, there
are members who repeatedly go above and beyond.  To them, “thank you,” for
all that you do. Sometimes, thanks are just not enough. We can always use more
worker bees. If you are reading this and can’t remember the last time you volun
teered to serve on a committee, or helped pull off an event, there is no time like
the present to jump in. 

The membership meeting on Thursday, October 4th is an ideal first stop.  The club
will be gearing up for the election of a new Board and looking ahead at planning
for 2013.  The monthly membership meetings are the best way to keep up on
what’s happening and offer your ideas for things you would like to make happen.

We have been so lucky to welcome a host of new members to our ranks this year
and hopefully June’s spectacular New Members Party gave everyone a chance to
get better acquainted with our newest members and reacquainted with old
friends and neighbors.  At present, we have 221 members so there is room for
more interested families.  I encourage you all to keep an eye out for prospective
members and invite them to any and all of our upcoming functions and our week
ly TGIFs. Membership information can be found on the Club’s website, or by email
ing me at membership@mountvernonyachtclub.com.

A general‐stock used‐book store serving the Mount Vernon area.
8742 Cooper Road, Alexandria, VA 22309

703‐360‐3041
info@rereads‐usedbooks.com            http://www.rereads‐usedbooks.com
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HOUSE REPORTHOUSE REPORT
From the New House Guy, Pat McCarthy

As the new House Guy, I’d like to start out by thanking Don Basham for leaving the house in exceptional order.  I’ve
made a couple of quick walkthroughs and have found most everything in reasonably good condition.  That having
been said, it looks like my greatest immediate problem will be light bulb replacements.  I get the sense some of
these lights are dropping faster than a Dogue Creek tide with a prevailing west wind.  I have also made a couple of
bathroom and locker room repairs.  What can I say?  It goes with the job.  I’m sure I may have overlooked some need
ed repairs so with that in mind, I’d like to make a special plea to the women of the club.   Ladies, I’m a guy…just like
your husband.  I have been selftrained for decades to walk right past a needed repair and grab a beer and go watch
the football game.  If you see something in need of attention, please drop me a line at house@mountvernonyacht
club.com and I will get right on it…as soon as the game ends and the beer runs dry!

Bosun’s Whistle from Page 1...Bosun’s Whistle from Page 1...

We have now also received bids from contrac
tors for both the demolition of the old docks and
installation of the new docks as well as dredging
of the marina.

We will give a full report to the membership at
the October Membership Meeting; however, the
preview is that the dock renovation remains on
track and within budget.  We anticipate begin
ning the demolition and construction effort for C
and D docks in early November.  That means that
members whose boats are berthed on those
docks should plan on pulling their vessels for the
season by the end of October.  We know that it
may be an inconvenience, but the results will be
well worth it.

The bids for the dredging portion of the project
came in a bit over our estimate, primarily due to
the initial quote received for the disposal of the
dredge spoils.  As this article is being written, we
are still exploring alternative disposal sites in
order to reduce the cost of that part of the proj
ect.  However, while the initial disposal quote is
somewhat more expensive than we originally
estimated, it is still feasible if we reprogram cer
tain unspent funds in this year’s operating budg
et.  We will report to the membership our
progress on obtaining lower quotes, or alterna
tively permission to reprogram other unexpend
ed funds, at the October membership meeting.

In the meanwhile, enjoy the cooler air of fall and
get in those last few great days on the water.

On The DocksOn The Docks
by Jerry Gray and Steve Donock, Marina CoChairs
Email: marina@mountvernonyachtclub.com

The Marina is in pretty good shape but, as always, please let Jerry or
Steve know if you see something that needs our attention.  As many
of you recall, last month many power boaters noted poor perform
ance and increased fuel consumption.  We contacted our supplier
and they came out and tested our fuel and proactively drained the
tank and we had it refilled with 89 octane just to be safe.  The test
results came back clean on the tank they tested so folks started
looking elsewhere.  Nearly everyone who went down to St. Mary’s
for the Club trip had their boats pulled down there and lo and
behold the culprit was found to be “hair” on the bottoms.  Once
powerwashed everyone had increased speed and lower fuel con
sumption on the way back.  Some thought the increase was due to
the lighter weight of the boats since all the beer was gone on the
way back but we’ve been assured that the change in the water at
home due to light rain and high temperatures promoted the “hair”
growth.

Dock demolition / replacement of C & D docks will begin in late
October to early November.  If you have a boat on one of those
docks please make plans to move it in October.

Now, since things are back to quiet around the marina I thought I’d
let everyone know that the “real” boating season (after Labor Day
for those who aren’t familiar) is underway.  Kim and I took CourtShip
up to National Harbor last Saturday and knowing that we’d have to
wait until after dinner on Sunday for the tide to get back into MVYC,
we called a couple folks and in no time we had one of the largest
Spontaneous RaftUps I’ve been a part of in a long time.  Over a half
dozen boats tied up and flybys by others, including a very fine look
ing Endless Summer, made for a terrific end to a beautiful weekend.
We had such a good time we nearly missed the tide!

Fall is a great time to be on the water around here so if you’re look
ing for something to do on a weekend afternoon just pick up the
phone or VHF radio and I’ll bet you’ll find a few people for a
Spontaneous RaftUp of your own!



The Beacon Page 4 Vol.49 No.9

Saturday,
September 8th, was the

fifth annual Wounded Warrior's 
picnic and more.

The windy weather might have prevented boat rides for
our 30 guests including warriors and their family and friends

but it was still a beautiful day on the point.  Besides an awesome
venue, delicious food, games for the young in age and at heart

and great conversation, fishing was highly successful.  Our guests
caught many a catfish and received much applause for their 

successes.  Not a minute was wasted in cleaning them for grilling
that day or to take home for later enjoyment. 

It was another outstanding club event only possible
because of the many contributions by so many 
wonderful club members.  A giant THANK YOU

to each and all for making the event 
successful and memorable.

MM VV YY CC   HH oo ss tt ss   55 tt hh   AA nn nn uu aa ll   WWoo uu nn dd ee dd   WWaa rr rr ii oo rr ss
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Yacht Haven Garden Club announces “Viva La Diva”!Yacht Haven Garden Club announces “Viva La Diva”!

The Yacht Haven Garden Club is presenting their 29th annual Fashion Show and Luncheon,
“Viva La Diva”, on Thursday, October 18, 2012, at 10am at the Fort Belvoir Officers Club in
Alexandria.  Fashions for women of all sizes will be provided by Bloomingdales. Yacht Haven
Garden Club works to further education in horticulture, floral design and conservation among
its members and the surrounding community. To achieve these goals, our proceeds will be divided among
the following projects and organizations: American Horticulture Society, Gunston Hall, Mount Vernon Estate,
Woodlawn Plantation, UCM, School & Eagle Scout projects, Community Garden projects, Fern Valley &
Friendship Gardens at National Arboretum and a Scholarship Fund for students pursuing an education in hor
ticulture.  For further information and tickets contact: deborah.alea@verizon.net , 7034471315.

Tantalize your taste buds
and tickle your ears 

with wine and music.

Join us for the first (and maybe annual) MVYC Wine Tasting

Saturday, October 27, 5:00 p.m.

Bring your favorite bottle of wine to see how it rates 
with others in a blind tasting.

No wine snobs allowed. 

Our two guest hosts will lead us through the tasting 
of each bottle, while we rate them for color, 

aroma, body, taste, and finish.  

The bottle that ranks the highest will win a gift basket.

Light fare to complement the wine will be provided.

RSVP by Oct. 25th to Jayne Prescott
jebrady57@gmail.com

$10 per person by Oct. 13
$15 at the door.

Mail your check to:
Mount Vernon Yacht Club

4817 Tarpon Lane
Alexandria, VA 22309

Interested in joining the "Wino" Committee please contact:
Jayne Prescott jebrady57@gmail.com 

MVYC Wine Tasting

GHOSTS AND WITCHES 
AND CREATURES OF FRIGHT 

DON’T MISS THE CALL 
OF THIS TGIF NIGHT.

COME ONE COME ALL 
IN THE THREADS OF THE SEASON

TO MISS THIS PARTY, 
THERE IS NO REASON.

JOIN YOUR FELLOW 
MVYC WARLOCKS AND WITCHES                     

FOR A WICKED GOOD TIME, 
SURE TO KEEP YOU IN STITCHES.

FRIDAY OCTOBER 26TH
Prizes for best CostumesPrizes for best Costumes

HOSTED BY DAN AND CHRIS O’KEEFE

More info  next page...



Yacht Haven Garden Club
Invites You To

Viva La Diva
Fashion Show, Luncheon,
Silent Auction & Raffle

Thursday, October 18, 2012
At

Fort Belvoir Officers’ Club
Fort Belvoir, Virginia

Featuring

BLOOMINGDALE’S
Misses, Petite, and Women’s Fashions

10:00 a.m. Social Hour (Cash Bar)
11:00 a.m. Fashion Show

12:15 p.m. Lunch

$30.00 per person
Please Make Checks Payable to: Yacht Haven Garden Club and mail to:

Deborah Alea
4704 Ferry Landing Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22309

(703) 447-1315
deborah.alea@verizon.net

RESERVATION DEADLINE: OCTOBER 8, 2012
Cash or Check only

For more information Email: Denise Wight – denisewight9@gmail.com

YHGC12-flyer.indd   1 8/16/12   3:25 PM
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Closed for Cleaning

7:30pm 
Social Cmte Mtg

AM
Closed for Cleaning

AM
Closed for Cleaning

AM
Closed for Cleaning

7:30 pm
MVYC Board Mtg

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am  Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

2pm
Kids  Halloween Party

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   Yoga Class

9 am   
Fall Clean Up Day

6 pm   
Commodore’s Ball

9 am   Yoga Class

7:00 pm 
Coast Guard Auxiliary    

Mtg

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

11 am
Alexandria
Overnight

7 pm
Oktoberfest

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

October 2012October 2012

November 2012November 2012
Sunday            Monday Tuesday         Wednesday         Thursday            Friday              Saturday

Sunday            Monday Tuesday         Wednesday         Thursday            Friday              Saturday

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm    TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm    TGIF

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm    TGIF

7:00 pm 
Coast Guard Auxiliary    

Mtg

9 am   Yoga Class

7:30 pm   TGIF

AM
Closed for Cleaning

7:30 pm
MVYC Board Mtg

8:30 am  Yacht Haven 
Garden Club

8 pm  
Membership Mtg

8:30 am  Yacht Haven 
Garden Club

8 pm  
Membership Mtg
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Happy Halloween!

5 pm
Wine Tasting



THE MOUNT VERNON YACHT CLUB
4817 TARPON LANE

ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22309

Save the Date!  Save the Date!  
Yacht Club Fall Clean‐up DayYacht Club Fall Clean‐up Day
Saturday, November 3, 9:00 AM ‐12:00 PM

Come join other members for our best chance to get the club facilities spruced up 
after a busy summer and clean up for winter and spring.

All levels of ability and effort are needed (mark your tools with ID)

**This fall we need a few chain saws for driftwood**

Rakes – lawn or garden (lots of these)
Shovels/spades

Hoes
Weed trimmers

Wheelbarrows/garden carts (need several) 
Pitchforks 
Trowels 

Miscellaneous other tools




