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Membership – Teresa Dyer
membership@mvyc.net

Pool – Nicole Mahon
pool@mvyc.net

Social – Rebecca Mebane-
Williamson
social@mvyc.net

Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Alexi Stavropoulos

The month of October brings the 
first hints of a winter to come and 
while our thoughts and most of our 
activities turn indoors, it will be a 
busy and productive time of year. 

As is required in our bylaws, our Nominating Committee, 
chaired by Past Commodore Jerry Gray and his committee, 
selected the candidates for nomination to the new Board 
of Trustees. The 2019 Board Officer nominees are all long-
serving members that have participated on the Board for 
many years. The 2019 Directors nominees are frequent 
club volunteers, and active committee members. I am very 
pleased with this slate of candidates. I would like to thank 
the committee for the great job they did in the search 
for candidates and to the candidates for agreeing to be 
considered for these positions. Be sure to read the bios of 
the candidates.

Our upcoming membership meeting allows for 
nominations for any of the Board positions to be taken 
from the floor. At the November membership meeting, 
we will hold the election.  Please plan to attend both these 
meetings. The candidates elected in November will be 
sworn in at the Commodores Ball on November 3rd and 
take office on December 1st. In the meantime, the existing 
Board will continue to identify needs and develop next 
year’s budget to keep the club moving forward with an eye 
towards long term 
projects. 

(continued on pg 2)
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Bosun’s Whistle 
(continued from pg 1)

Last month we had our end of season raft 
up at Pohick Bay. The threats of rain did 
not stop our power fleet from a day of fun 
in the river. This year’s Oktoberfest was 
a huge success – another stellar sell out! 
Team Mutnick/Ortiz/Esser, along with 
their committee, put together another 
outstanding party. The band was fun, 
the food was delicious and the beer was 
flowing. A big thanks to the Oktoberfest 
committee and a job well done. 

Lobsterfest will be held this Saturday, 
October 6. It’s a great point party for family 
and friends. Later in the month, the Power 
Fleet will be having its final event at The 
Wharf Marina in DC. Landlubbers are 
welcome to join. Dates for these and future 
events can be found on our website. 

House News

House Director
Woody Evans

As the temperatures 
start to drop, the House 
once again returns to the 
main gathering place on 
the MVYC grounds.  The 
Crow’s Nest will start to see Saturday and 
Sunday football crowds and the main bar 
and ballroom will see crowds for TGIFs, 
Oktoberfest, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
Super Bowl parties. With all the time and 
energy spent indoors, it is important to 
remind everyone to treat our house as you 
would your own.  This includes basic clean 
up, emptying the trash and recycling, and 
turning off the lights.  If you see something 
not working as designed, attempt to find 
solutions and let the House Director know if 
you need additional resources.  As advertised, 
we are a volunteer organization that does 
not charge dues to pay for routine repairs 
and maintenance, so chip in where you can.  
Together, we can keep the House beautiful.  
The Club has some great Fall social events 
planned, so I hope to see everyone there!
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Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Oct 15 @ 7:30p
• Mon, Nov 19 @ 7:30p
• Mon, Dec 17 @ 7:30p

Membership Meetings:
• Thur, Oct 4@ 8:00p
• Thur, Nov 1 @ 8:00p
• Thur, Dec 6 @ 8:00p

62nd Annual Commodore’s Ball
November 3, 2018, 
6:00pm - 12:00am

The 62nd Annual Commodore’s Ball will take place on Saturday, November 3, 2018, from 
6 p.m. – 12 a.m. at the Mount Vernon Country Club. This is Mount Vernon Yacht Club’s 
most elegant event. It is a great way for members to express appreciation to those 
volunteers who have done such an outstanding job supporting our yacht club this year, 
and to share a wonderful evening with new and old friends.

The ball begins with a cocktail hour and passed hors d’oeuvres at 6 p.m. Our 
photographer will take photos of the guests as they arrive. 

The Commodore’s Ball is a black tie optional party – it provides the opportunity to dress 
up in formal attire, if you choose, but it is not mandatory.

The Mount Vernon County Club will serve us a delicious Greek salad, and entrée of New 
York Strip with Pan Seared Scallops, and a delightful dessert beginning at 7 p.m. 

Linda Brown and her committee is hard at 
work finalizing the details for a wonderful 
evening. Our Master of Ceremonies, will no 
doubt give us a few laughs. The formal Change 
of Watch ceremony will give us all a chance to 
thank and bid farewell to the departing MVYC 
Board members and welcome aboard the 
newly-elected Commodore, flag officers, and 
directors.

Following the ceremony, your feet won’t resist 
the chance to move like Fred and Ginger or JT 
as the disk jockey plays our favorite tunes and 
gets the floor hopping.

Your invitation will arrive in the mail at the 
beginning of October. The cost is $75 per 
person. This is an event you will not want to 
miss!

Be sure to RSVP early and remember: your 
check is your reservation.
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Marina 
News

Marina Director
Brian Groark

Well, fall is officially 
here and the boating 
season is nearing 
the end.  Hopefully we will see a nicer 
(dryer) fall than our summer.  While 
all that rain this season brought a 
debris filled river, we were lucky that 
we didn’t see much flooding except 
for a few weeks ago.  The high tides 
combined with the rain brought some 
significant flooding to the marina.  You 
can see the pictures in this month’s 
Beacon.  Big thanks to all the members 
who kept an eye on the marina and 
other members’ boats during the 
flooding.  More than one boat needed 
to have its lines let out which the 
helpful members jumped in and took 
care of.  

Finally, I’d like to thank Chris 
Ruckman for rebuilding the rotted 
ramp to A dock.

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Mitchell Mutnick

It has been a trying time for the grounds at the club.  Flooding from 
high water has covered the parking lot and brought lots of trees and 
debris on to the property.  We are fortunate that we have dedicated 
volunteers to help.  By himself, Mike Holland removed most of the 
logs that floated in.  Alexi Stavropoulos and Chris Johnson cut up the 
remains of the tree branch near the ramp that fell during the storms.  
It is this self-initiative that exemplifies the spirit of the members of MVYC. 

Please remember to not remove debris from the water unless you plan to put it in the 
trash. Please do not just leave it on the ground.  Over the next couple of weeks, we will be 
assessing the work that needs to be done to prepare the grounds for the winter. If we need 
more than small work crews, we will schedule one and announce the date and time.  We 
are working on a solution for the lack of lighting on the point at night. Until the lights 
are fixed please be careful after dark on the point.  As always please contact me if you see 
anything that needs to be repaired.

Halloween TGIF
Friday, October 26th

Don’t be left alone, come to the club 
for a howling good time.

BYOB and a dish to share.
Costumes Encouraged.
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September Flooding at MVYC

Swim Team News

Swim Team Captain
Sherry Catron

The Swim Team is looking for a volunteer 
with carpentry skills to help our team 
with a new protective case for our record 
board. The current one makes updating 
the records difficult and is falling apart.  If 
you are interested in helping, please email Sherry Catron at 
sherrycatron@gmail.com.
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OctOber 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31 Club rental dates highlighted 
in yellow. Please be mindful of 

entering/leaving the clubhouse 
on these dates

Membership 
Meeting

Board 
Meeting

Coast Guard 
Auxillary 
Flotilla

Halloween 
TGIF

LobsterFest

Overnight @ the Wharf

RSVP 
Deadline for 
Commodore’s 
Ball

Trunk or 
Treat

Social News

Social Director
Rebecca Mebane-

Williamson

The fall “social season” at the club started with the annual 
Oktoberfest which was held on Saturday, September 22.  The sold 
out crowd enjoyed German food, beverages and music.  Thanks 
to Mitchell Mutnick and his crew (Lindsey Alexander, Larry and 
Kathy Icther, Chris Johnson, Bill Berl, Dan and Chris O’Keefe, Jane 
Mutnick, Jean Winters, John and Gayle Wood, Sally Wise, Tom 
Connolly, Stefan Tahmassebi, Peter Esser, Trish and Terry Enright, and  Monika and 
Jimmy Ortiz) for putting on another fabulous Oktoberfest. 

Coming up in October/early November: 
• Lobsterfest: Saturday October 6th, 2:00 pm
Not only will you enjoy a feast of lobster, sides and beverages but just watching the 
unique way our crew cooks over 200 lobsters at once, is an event itself. 

• Halloween TGIF: Friday, October 26, 7:00 pm
One of my favorite TGIFs, hosted by the O’Keefes. 
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NOvember 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. Please be mindful of 
entering/leaving the clubhouse on these dates

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Membership 
Meeting

Board 
Meeting

Coast Guard 
Auxillary 
Flotilla

Leftovers 
TGIF

Commodore’s 
Ball

• Trunk or Treat, Saturday, October 27, 3:00 – 5:00 pm
Grab some treats, park your car in the parking lot near the Pointe (or set up your camp 
chairs), and pass out treats to our younger members.  Get into the spirit by dressing up 
yourself or your car/area.  At 4:00 pm we will have some games and a Halloween costume 
contest for the kids (and maybe for the adults as well). For more information or if you 
want to help, please contact Social.mvyc@gmail.com

• Commodore’s Ball:  Saturday, November 3
This is one of the club’s premier events.  It’s a chance to get dressed up, enjoy a nice 
dinner and  dancing and toast our outgoing Commodore Alexi Stavropoulos and welcome 
in our new Commodore Lauren Bazel.  If you haven’t received your invitation in the mail, 
please let us know.  RSVPs are due:   October 17.
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Oktoberfest 2018
On Saturday September 22nd the spirit of the German Oktoberfest settled in at MVYC. 
The Mutnick’s, Ortiz’s and Esser’s along with their team treated a full house of costumed 
club members and their guests to a night of traditional music, food, beer, and games. As 
you can see everyone got into the spirit and a good time was had by all. Thanks to Jane 
Mutnick and Tylor Hewette for the pictures
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Lauren Bazel - Commodore (1st Term)
Lauren and her husband, Chris, moved to Yacht Haven in 2003 and have 
been members of the club since June, 2004. She has served on the Board 
for the past eight years, first as a Director and chairman of the Membership 
Committee, then as Secretary, and Rear Commodore. Lauren currently 
serves as Vice Commodore. They both have been very active since they 
joined, volunteering for social and Power Fleet events, working on the 
Beacon, and being available whenever another pair of hands are needed. 
Most recently, Lauren served as the chairman for the 60th Anniversary party committee.  
Chris and Lauren are faithful members of the “Wino Fleet” and try to spend as much time 
they can on “A” Dock on their boat, NautACare.  During her non-MVYC time, Lauren is a 
Vice President at the Alpine Group, a government relations consulting firm in D.C., and 
an avid political junkie.

Dan OKeefe – Vice Commodore (2nd Term)
Dan and his wife Chris, joined the club in April, 2009 and MVYC quickly 
became a central part of their social life. They are involved in almost all 
club activities from TGIF’s and social activities to work projects and power 
fleet events. They can usually be found on or about “Pop Pop” every 
weekend during the boating season. For the past 6 years he has served as 
Rear Commodore and Communications Committee Chairman, Treasurer,  
and prior to that as chairman of the Membership Committee. Dan also is 
serving as Treasurer on the Board of the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association (PRYCA).

Gene Diotalevi – Rear Commodore (1st Term)
Gene has been a member of MVYC for over 15 years and has had the 
pleasure of serving as Director of Membership, Treasurer, Security and 
Pool. In addition to serving as a MVYC Board member, Gene has served as 
the Communications Chair for ten years and as the MVYC Social co-chair 
for two years.  Gene has also chaired, or co-chaired, many MVYC events 
such as Commissioning Day, Adult and Children Christmas parties as 
well as numerous point parties including his favorite event, LobsterFest. 
Outside of MVYC, Gene has served as a Member at Large (MAL) for the Potomac River 
Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) representing various Yacht Clubs on the Potomac, the DC 
and Alexandria Annual Parade of Lights as communications co-lead and is an advocate of 
the Potomac River supporting various Riverkeeper organizations. Gene is a retired United 
States Coast Guard Officer and he and his wife, Peyton and daughter Ella reside in Mount 
Vernon Terrace.  His oldest daughter Lauren loves to visit from her home in Cleveland.

Jes Flesch - Treasurer (1st Term)
Jes and her husband Matt have been members of the club since Spring of 
2013. They have been active in club events since they joined and have even 
sponsored one of our larger events, the Red Brown annual cruise. They can 
be seen out and about on their boat Broken Piggy attending many of the 
club’s weekend raft ups. They enjoyed the club so much they moved to the 
neighborhood in late 2014. This is Jes’s second assignment to the board.

2018 Board Nominee Bios
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2018 Board Nominee Bios (continued)
Scott Kraft – Director (1st Term)
Born and raised in Northern California, Scott first came east to attend 
the US Naval Academy.  Since graduating in 1993, he has been privledged 
to travel the world. He is still active duty in the Navy’s small Explosive 
Ordinance Disposal community, currently assigned to Indian Head, MD. 
Scott and his wife, Erica, have been married 13 years and are blessed with 
three beautiful girls. Elsie will soon be 7 years old and a first-grader; Caly 
will soon be 5 and is in Pre-K; Mari just turned 3. The Krafts are also often 
accompanied by their dog, Scupper. The Krafts live near STratford Landing, 
having bought in 2015 with the desire and intent to grow roots and stay for the foreseeable 
future. The family promptly and gratefully joined MVYC and have thoroughly enjoyed its 
community, pool, locale and activities. As a family, they relish boating on Galene, their 
2010 Back Cove 33. It is truly a special “way of life” for them. Scott’s favorite word is 
“together” and he loves how boating helps strip away distractions, simplifies living, and 
allows us to, amidst the beauty of our Potomac, enjoy the presence and company of each 
other.

Terry Stott – Director (1st Term)
Terry has been married for 12 years to Cathy Stott. They have two children 
(Terry’s step-children), Ruth (26) and Rachel (25).  The Stotts lived in 
Alexandria, specifically, Waynewood for eleven years. Terry works for the 
Army as a civilian, as the Fort Belvoir Garrison’s Audio Visual manager, 
and has done so for the past 18 years.  He is due to retire in 2020 and is 
looking forward to a slower pace of life. The Stotts have been members of 
MVYC for 8 years, and Terry previously served as Grounds Director on the board.  During 
his two years as director, he negotiated new contracts for both the trash/recycling and 
lawn services. Terry is looking to again be a member of the Board of Directors to assist 
in whatever the Club needs him to support.  He believes, despite differences between 
members or groups, as any relationships have, we are a family joined by the desire to 
maintain an environment to create memories of family and friends, enjoying life and 
boating.

Linda Sudhoff – Director (1st Term)
Linda and her husband “Suds” joined the MVYC in 2010 and have 
volunteered and attended numerous club events over the past 8 years. They 
have met many wonderful people, developed several close friendships, 
and continue to enjoy the club’s many amenities and activities. Linda and 
Suds have lived in the Mount Vernon area since 1993, and have also enjoyed 
participating and volunteering with numerous community organizations 
including Good Shepherd Catholic Church, the Mount Vernon Estate, and 
Mount Vernon High School Crew Team. Linda has actively served on the Membership 
Committee since joining the club. She has participated in planning and preparing for the 
annual Commissioning Day and several Wine Fleet sponsored TGIF’s. Linda is looking 
forward to taking the helm of the Membership Committee.
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Brian Groark – Director (2nd Term)
Brian and his wife Lindsey joined MVYC in 2014. Since joining the club, 
they welcomed their first child (and voracious water baby), Jackson, who 
is now 3. Brian is originally from southern New Jersey where he spent 
summers enjoying the boating life with his grandfather on the Delaware 
River. He is an executive at a commercial construction company focused 
on electrical, mechanical, and plumbing projects. He has volunteered 
at MVYC’s gas dock, assisted in repairing the marina docks, and looks forward to the 
opportunity to get more involved in the club. Lindsey, a native of northern Virginia, 
currently serves as co-editor of the Beacon. Their boat, “To Bad Decisions”, is on “A” 
dock.

Nicole Mahon - Director (2nd Term)
Nicole and her husband Brendan have lived in Yacht Haven for 8 years 
with their 3 children, Maura (9), Tess (7) and Harper (6). Nicole grew up 
on the water in Sarasota FL.  She earned her undergraduate degree at 
Ithaca College in NY and MBA from the University of California, Irvine. 
She currently works at St. Mary Catholic School in Old Town as their 
Enrollment Coordinator.  Most summer weekends, the Mahon family can 
be found on the water. Either on their pontoon boat, exploring all the 
Potomac has to offer or at the pool supporting all kinds of activities for the Dolphins 
swim team. They have worked concessions, hosted the pancake breakfast on clean-up 
day and helped with other Dolphin social activities.

Rebecca (Willamson) Mebane - Director (2nd Term)
Rebecca Mebane and her husband Scott Williamson live near Hybla Valley 
with their dog and three cats. Rebecca has lived in the area since she was 
about 7, Scott since 1987. Rebecca attended Appalachian State and Scott is 
a graduate of Penn St.  Rebecca and Scott are meeting planners who work 
primary out of their home. While fairly new members, they have been 
extremely active in supporting club activities.   They have hosted many 
TGIF’s. Rebecca is an active member of the social committee and has been 
involved in helping with many events, New Comers, Adult Holiday and other events. 
Scott is a member of the Coast Guard Auxiliary. They have a 38’ powerboat that recently 
found a new home on Outer “W” and they have been busy setting it up.
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        KingsJewelry.NET
609 King Street

Old Town Alexandria
703-549-0011

bubbles

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Open Thurs 10am-8pm
Closed Sundays

Family owned and operated for over 60 years.

BRACELET$,,,,,

PENDANT$,,,,,

RING$,,,,,
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Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Lane 
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We invite MVYC members to submit articles, 
photos, and paid advertisements by the 15th of 
each month to Beacon@mvyc.net
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