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Fall at MVYC started off with a bang! 
Once again, Mitchell and Jane Mutnick and their 
Oktoberfest committee pulled off a fun night of great 
food, German music, and, of course, beer. The weather 
made for a perfect night outside on the deck and it was an 
ideal way to lead us from summer fun to fall festivities.  

New to the fall calendar was Camp Curry, which turned out to be a perfect 
way to enjoy friends, music, and the uniquely beautiful view from the Point. 
Hatched over a beer (or two), this event came to be when David Curry 
suggested it to a few other members.  That core camping crew took the 
idea from there and a great new event was born. Some may think the club’s 
line-up of events is locked in, with no room for innovation.  Nothing could be 
further from the truth!  While we do have some annual favorites, the calendar 
each year is a blank slate and I encourage everyone with a good idea to offer 
it up and get others excited to help pull it off.  We are so fortunate to have 
a lot of new member families join us and I hope all continue to look for fun 
ways to do new things and build new friendships.

Now is the perfect time to start thinking ahead.  As you know, we begin 
planning for 2020 with the nomination and election of the new Board.  The 
nominating committee of John Gaydos, Julie Thomas, Holly Evans, John 
Binette, and chairman Alexi Stavropoulos spent the last couple of months 
talking to a lot of club members and their recommended nominations for 
the five flag officer positions and three (of six) director positions have been 
emailed out to the full membership.  Any additional nominations can be 
made from the floor at the October membership meeting.  The election will 
be held at the November membership meeting on Thursday, November 7.  
We need a quorum for that important meeting, so please plan to attend.

Even if you were not ready to throw your hat in the ring this year, there will 
be plenty of opportunities to contribute your time and talent to the club. 
The old saying “many hands make light work” is very true and helps us all 
contribute more without burning out. The work that gets done, is done by 
more than just a board officer or director.  In fact, things run more smoothly 
when there is a strong team working together.  Volunteering to lead can 
seem overwhelming whereas leading a good group of volunteers is not only 
more manageable but can be more enjoyable and yield even better results 
for the club.  I hope all the committee chairmen next year seek out partners 
to help them and I hope all club members look for opportunities to step up. 

As you enjoy the crisp days, changing colors, and football, please make 
sure to pick up your trash and pet deposits from the grounds, and take out 
garbage and recycling from the clubhouse.  No one wants to be tricked by 
trash when they would rather be treated by a fine day at MVYC!



www.mvyc.net The Beacon October  2019

MVYC Dolphin News
In the October 2018 Beacon, Vol 55 NO 8, Sherry Catron published the fol-
lowing: “The Swim Team is looking for a volunteer with carpentry skills to 
help our team with a new protective case for our record board. The current 
one makes updating the records difficult and is falling apart.  If you are inter-
ested in helping...” 

Well, a year later and the recorded history of the MVYC Dolphins is still tat-
tered and in pieces strewn across the pool deck.  So once again, we’re looking 
for a volunteer(s) to help bring the MVYC swim team record board back to 
life.  This piece of Dolphin history 
dates back to 1966 and most likely needs to be redesigned and rebuilt -  in 
total -  to reflect our legacy and of our history yet to be recorded! 

If you’re interested in building, designing, participating or simply willing to donate to the project, please 
contact Rear Commodore Gene Diotalevi at Eugene.diotalevi@gmail.com.  Our goal is to finish this proj-
ect before the 2020 pool opening.

MVYC Gone to the Dogs
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We had a wonderful weather for our Labor Day raft up this year. Approximately 
a dozen MVYC boaters joined our Anchor boat “Dur Sigel” for a great afternoon 
enjoying the last days of Summer.

Thanks to Scott and Rebecca Williamson for volunteering to be anchor boat!

Next Up:      
MVYC Powerfleet @ The Wharf  October 18-19 

No Boat? Catch an Uber or the Water Taxi from “Old Town”. Our planners (Alexi & Gene) have a great 
weekend arranged for both boaters and non-boaters alike. Starting with a visit to the Capital Yacht 
Club.

Friday, Oct 18:
Afternoon - Boaters Arrival and check-in at the Wharf
5  PM  - All Welcome for Happy Hour at the Capital Yacht Club 
Food and drink at the bar
No cash: only credit or debit
 
Saturday, Oct  19:
5 PM - Progressive Happy Hour hosted by MVYC slip holders at the Wharf Marina followed 
by MVYC social with pizza (all pitch in) and whatever you wish to share or bring.  

Don’t forget to let us know if you’re planning on attending: events@mvyc.net 

Power Fleet News

Mike Holland
Power Fleet Captain
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Grounds News

Grounds Director
Scott Kraft

Fall greetings from your Grounds Committee.  Here are a few quick updates and 
upcoming events.  

First, a reminder that our Fall Clean-Up Day is Saturday, October 26th, from 9:00 am 
to 1:00 pm.  (This also is the same day as our annual “Trunk or Treat” party so plan to 
spend the day!)  Please come join the dedicated Grounds volunteers and help us clean 
up and prepare for winter.  Bring any gloves, rakes, trimmers, weedwhackers, shovels, 
shears… but most importantly, just bring yourself and your family.  Our productivity 
will be second only to our camaraderie.  Email me at Grounds@MVYC.net and I’ll send you the link to 
sign up.

Second, because we all are good stewards of our environment, please help us recycle responsibly.  
Recycling plays an important role in keeping our Club, and our community healthy and sustainable.  
Recently, we posted some information on top of each of the recycling containers regarding what is and 
isn’t recyclable.  If you have any questions, check out Fairfax County website: https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/publicworks/recycling-trash/recycle

Next, in accordance with our Marina By-Laws, I want to remind everyone our policy about removing 
logs and other flotsam from the water.  “All slip holders are expected to actively cooperate in removing 
“dead heads” and other flotsam from Marina waters, and placing the material in or near the dumpsters.”  
Bottom line, if you pull it, you own it – so please dispose of it completely and properly.  In other words, 
don’t leave logs on the docks, seawall or boat ramp.  Otherwise, let the tide take care of it.  

Lastly, in November, we will be replacing the Club’s electric distribution panel as it is badly deteriorated.  
This will require a planned outage for approximately one half of a day.  I’ll get this scheduled, on a not to 
interfere basis, in the middle of the week and will be sure everyone knows the date in advance.

Thank you and I look forward to seeing you on the 26th!
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The 63rd Annual Commodore’s Ball
will take place on Saturday, November 9, 2019, from 6 p.m. – 12 a.m.

at the Mount Vernon Country Club.

This is Mount Vernon Yacht Club’s most elegant event.
It is a great way for members to express appreciation to those 

volunteers who have done such an outstanding job supporting our 
yacht club this year, and to share a wonderful evening with new and 

old friends. 

The ball begins with a cocktail hour and passed hors d’oeuvres at 6 
p.m. Our photographer will take photos of the guests as they arrive.
The Commodore’s Ball is a black-tie optional party – it provides the 

opportunity to dress up in formal attire, if you choose,
but it is not mandatory. 

The Mount Vernon County Club will serve us a delicious spinach 
salad with pomegranates, goat cheese, and orange slices with a citrus 

vinaigrette,
an entrée of New York strip with a Maryland crab cake, risotto, 

asparagus, and a delightful chocolate raspberry tart with Chantilly 
cream for dessert beginning at 7 p.m.

The committee is hard at work finalizing the details for a wonderful 
evening. Our Master of Ceremonies will no doubt give us a few laughs.

The formal Change of Watch ceremony will give us all a chance to 
thank and bid farewell to the departing MVYC Board members and 

welcome aboard our newly elected Board.

Following the ceremony, your feet won’t resist the chance to move 
like Fred and Ginger or Bruno as the disk jockey plays our favorite 

tunes and gets the floor hopping.

Your invitation will arrive in the mail at the beginning of October.
The cost is $75 per person.

This is an event you will not want to miss! Be sure to 

RSVP early and remember: your check is your reservation.

Commodore’s Ball 2019
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Social News

Social Director
Rebecca Mebane-

Williamson

Another successful Oktoberfest has come and gone at MVYC.  This annual 
event was attended by roughly 120 guests who enjoyed homemade food, 
and beverages.  The Oktoberfest spirit was in high gear with games and 
entertainment to kick off this Fall tradition.    

A few upcoming events to keep an eye out for: 

October 11 - bring all your knowledge to Trivia Night TGIF.  Topics will include 
history, science, arts and entertainment and a special nautical category!  
Teams of 6 are needed, but singles are welcome to join in if needed.  
Trivia starts around 8:30 pm.  

On October 12, there will be two events happening that day. 
Not only will there be a club rental that afternoon/early evening, 
but there will be a wedding on the Point from 1:00-2:00pm.  
While club members still have access to this area we ask your cooperation in respecting the ceremony 
and minimizing activity in this area, during this time.  

Halloween is just around the corner - come join us Friday, October 25, for our Halloween TGIF, hosted by 
the O’Keefe’s.  Costumes are encouraged!  The next day, October 26, we’ll host our Trunk or Treat from 
3:00 – 5:00 pm.  Grab some treats, park your car (or camp chairs) near the Point, and pass out treats 
to our younger members. Get into the spirit by dressing up yourself or your car.  At 4:00 pm we’ll have 
games and a Halloween costume contest for the kids and adults!  

For more information or to help out, please contact Social.mvyc@gmail.com. 

November is packed with many social events, including the Commodore’s Ball and a Wine Tasting TGIF.  

Stay tuned for more information!  

                 Join US for a Wicked good Time 

             at the Halloween TGIF 

         Friday October 25th, at 7PM 

Costumes Encouraged                                                                
Prizes to the most creative 

                                                      Hosted by Chris & Dan OKeefe 

 

Saturday October 26th from    
3:00 – 5:00 PM 

Get in the Spirit and give the 
Kids a headstart on Halloweem 
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MVYC OKTOBERFEST
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OctOber 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 
Membership 

Meeting
8:00 pm – 

9:00 pm

4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 
Trivia Night 

TGIF
7:00 pm – 
10:30 pm

12 
House Rental 

All- Day
Point Activity

12:30 pm – 
2:00 pm

13 14 15 16 17 
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08 

7:00 pm – 
10:00 pm

18  
Power fleet 

Fall Cruise
Oct 18 – 20

all-day

19

20 21 MVYC 
Board 

Meetings 
7:30 pm – 

9:30 pm

22 23 24 25 
Halloween 

TGIF
 7:00 pm – 
10:00 pm

26 
Kids 

Halloween 
Trunk or 

Treat
 3:00 pm – 

5:00 pm
27 28 29 30 31

It’s that swag time of year!  Get your Ship Store orders in for your fall and holiday shopping.
Stop by soon to check out our inventory and color options.  If you’re looking for a little punch in your 
MVYC Bling? Embroidery may be available for special items.  Please be sure the spelling is correct at time 
of order. 
(There are 89 more days to go until Christmas Day)  

NEW MEMBERS - stop by and pick up a warm MVYC fleece for the winter months, or grab a koozie to keep 
your beverage cool all fall long.  
Don’t have time to stop by?  No worries - email me at shipstore@mvyc.net  to set up an appointment to 
meet and check out the current stock.  

MODELS NEEDED:  the Yacht Haven Garden Club has their fundraiser fashion show each fall, (yachthaven-
gardenclubva@gmail.com for more info), so it’s time for the club to get in on the fun!   Looking for a few 
men, women and children to model MVYC fashions during an upcoming TGIF.  Please e-mail me at ship-
store@mvyc.net if interested.  

-Lisa Franklin 

Ship Store
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NOvember 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 
Membership 

Meeting
 8:00 pm – 

9:00 pm

8 9
Commodore’s

Ball
all-day

10 11 12 13 14 15
Wine Tasting 

TGIF
 7:00 pm – 
10:00 pm

16

17 18
MVYC Board 

Meetings
 7:30 pm – 

9:30 pm

19 20 21
Coast Guard 
Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08
 7:00 pm – 
10:00 pm

22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29
Friends-

Giving TGIF 
7:00 pm- 
10:00pm

30

Fall has officially arrived!  Another successful summer is under our belt. 
As we begin to wind down from summer and gear up for the colder weather there are 
lots of things that need to be cared for.  We will soon start pulling the no wake buoys, 
shutting down and blowing out the dock water, the ice machine will be turned off.
We will start making arrangements for anyone needing a winter slip. 

If you would like a winter slip, please be sure to coordinate with the marina chair by 
sending an email to marina@mvyc.net.  

But dont let this talk of winter get you down!  There is still some beautiful fall weather 
ahead of us and some great boating still to come before the cold gets here.

Enjoy and happy boating!

Marina

Marina
Brian Groark
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We are growing!  

Our current membership is at 225 and we welcomed new members last 
month.  Please welcome Alex Wright, Brad Boston and Karen Knudsen.

Alex moved into the Yacht Haven neighborhood in the summer of 2018. 
He recently retired from the Army after 22 years of service. He has traveled 
the world, being stationed in Washington State, Germany and several combat deployments. He has now 
begun his second career as a federal employee at Joint Bolling-Anancostia. Alex is renovating his home 
which he shares with his two rescue dogs. In his leisure time Alex enjoys fitness, kayaking and all the 
unique culture in the DC area.  

Brad and Karen are also retired and recently moved to the Mount Vernon Terrace neighborhood from 
Saratoga, CA where they live with their 4 year old golden retriever, Murphy. They are avid boaters and 
have spent many enjoyable years sailing and sailboat racing. With some friends, Brad and Karen formed 
a racing team in 2007, participating in numerous regattas including the Heineken in St. Martin, Les Voiles 
de St. Barths and St. Thomas International Regatta. Both have experience in multiple roles on the race 
boats. They have recently switched to powerboating, having purchased a Searay “River Star”, but they 
have not given up their love of sailing and are ready to crew for any sailors in local racing events. Brad 
and Karen also enjoy champagne, cooking and golf.

Welcome new members!  

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, Oct 3 @ 8:00p
• Thu, Nov 7 @ 8:00p
• Thu, Dec 5 @ 8:00p

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Oct 21 @ 7:30p
• Mon, Nov 18 @ 7:30p
• Mon, Dec 16 @ 7:30p
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2019/2020 Board Nominee Bios

Lauren Bazel - Commodore (2nd Term) 
Lauren and her husband, Chris, moved to Yacht Haven in 2003 and have been 
members of the club since June, 2004. She has served on the Board for the past 
eight years, first as a Director and chairman of the Membership Committee, then 
as Secretary, and Rear Commodore. Lauren currently serves as Vice Commo-
dore. They both have been very active since they joined, volunteering for social 
and Power Fleet events, working on the Beacon, and being available whenever 
another pair of hands are needed. Most recently, Lauren served as the chairman 
for the 60th Anniversary party committee.  Chris and Lauren are faithful mem-
bers of the “Wino Fleet” and try to spend as much time they can on “A” Dock on 
their boat, NautACare.  During her non-MVYC time, Lauren is a Vice President at 

the Alpine Group, a government relations consulting firm in D.C., and an avid political junkie.

Dan OKeefe – Vice Commodore (2nd Term) 
Dan and his wife Chris, joined the club in April, 2009 and MVYC quickly be-
came a central part of their social life. They are involved in almost all club 
activities from TGIF’s and social activities to work projects and power fleet 
events. They can usually be found on or about “Knot Home” every weekend 
during the boating season. For the past 7 years he has served as Rear Commo-
dore and Communications Committee Chairman, Treasurer,  and prior to that 
as chairman of the Membership Committee. Dan also is serving as Treasurer 
on the Board of the Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association (PRYCA). 

Gene Diotalevi – Rear Commodore (2nd Term) 
Rear Commodore Gene Diotalevi has been a member of the MVYC for over 16 
years and has had the pleasure of serving as Director of Membership, Treasurer, 
Security and Pool. In addition to serving as a MVYC Officer and Director, Gene 
has served as the Communications Chair for ten years and as the MVYC Social 
co-chair for two years.  Gene has also chaired, or co-chaired, many MVYC events 
such as Commissioning Day, adult and Children Christmas parties as well as nu-
merous point parties including his favorite event, Lobster Fest.
Outside of MVYC, Gene has served as a Member at Large (MAL) for the Potomac 
River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) representing various Yacht Clubs on the 

Potomac River, the DC and Alexandria Annual Parade of Lights as communications co-lead and 
is an advocate of the Potomac River supporting various River-Keeper organizations. Gene is a 
retired United States Coast Guard Officer and he and his wife, Peyton and daughter Ella, reside in 
Mount Vernon Terrace.  His oldest daughter Lauren grew up enjoying the MVYC pool and  loves to 
visit from her home in Cleveland.

 Mitchell Mutnick – Secretary (2nd Term)
Mitch has been a member of the club since 1984. Mitch and his wife Jane have 
two children and two grandchildren.  He’s been a Northern Virginia resident since 
1975 and a longtime member of the U. S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, having held 
many leadership positions in the organization and has been boating for almost 
40 years. Prior to going to work for the Commonwealth of Virginia he was an 
attorney in private practice in Northern Virginia.
Mitch has involved himself with many things at the MVYC including work  on the 
By-laws Committee, serving as the gas dock coordinator for the club and has 
helped with many social events.  Prior to becoming the Secretary the he was re-
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sponsible for the Grounds work at the club.  He is very active and looks forward to continuing his 
work to maintain a good family environment for all and to keep the club a fun place to boat and 
enjoy.
 

Dave Donock – Treasurer ( 2nd Term) As a native of Northern Virginia and a long-
time dependent of the club, David became a member himself in 2017. Since then, 
he has actively participated in activities and volunteer work, culminating with 
his election to the Board as Treasurer in the spring of 2019. Before he served the 
Club, David served in the US Coast Guard Reserves as a Captain aboard the Od-
yssey III, and as a civil servant. David’s eagerness to serve his community traces 
its roots to his younger days on the water, where he was struck with the desire to 
give back to the community. 

Robert Catron - Director  As Managing Partner at Alcalde & Fay - Virginia, LLC, 
Robert represents corporate, association and government clients before the US 
Congress and the Commonwealth of Virginia.  He has lobbied in more than 10 
states and in Washington, DC for more than 20 years.  Rob previously served as 
Chief of Staff for a Virginia Member of Congress and has successfully managed 
or consulted on more than 50 winning political campaigns for federal, state and 
local office clients.
 A native of South Florida, Rob is a graduate of The Florida State University.  He 
and his wife Sherry live on Neptune Drive in Yacht Haven and have been MVYC 

members for 14 years.  Their daughter, Sydney is a junior at New York University.  Their son, Ryan, 
is a senior at Gonzaga College High School.  The kids are both highly accomplished swimmers 
and each swam for more than 10 years for the MVYC Dolphins.  Sherry manages the MVYC Dol-
phin Swim.  Rob served a two-year term on the MVYC Board a couple years ago.

 Kevin Facklam – Director  
 Kevin and his husband, beer fairy Danny Lewandowski, have been members of 
the club for 3 years. Boating became a new hobby for both Kevin and Danny since 
moving to the NOVA area from Chicago 6 years ago for Kevin’s new employment. 
Their first boat was purchased from MVYC members and they quickly moved up 
(and are staying put) with Miss Greta, a 31’ Chaparral. They are pleased to help 
with club functions big or small when called upon and Kevin is seeking a more 
active role with this Board membership. Kevin is looking forward to getting to 
know all members better so that he can serve effectively as a Board Member and 

advance the mission of MVYC. They live near the club in Southwood with their 
two non-boating dogs Hilda & Louie XIX.

Judy McCarthy - Director
Judy was born in northern New Jersey, which of course is the garden state. After a 
few years there and in Connecticut along the Long Island Sound, her family moved 
to northern Virginia, just two neighborhoods over from Yacht Haven.  Living here 
most of her life, her parents became members of MVYC when she was a young 
teen.  After retiring from the Federal government, Judy spent time as a teacher, 
but her greatest love is spending time with her family or tending to her garden.  
You can often find her during the morning hours at the Alexandria Farmers Market 
in the summer months.  She has two daughters Heather and Megan, and now two 
adorable granddaughters McKenna and Addison.  (She is not too proud!)   Judy 

and her husband Pat have been members of the club since 1993; have a Rinker cruiser with which 
they are part of club and PRYCA float-ins.  Judy has participated on the club Social Committee, 
and is often seen organizing and setting up for club parties.  If given a moment of peace, Judy can 
be found sitting in a garden, drinking tea, and reading a book.
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Continuing Directors
Scott Kraft - Director
Born and raised in Northern California, Scott first came east to attend the US Na-
val Academy. Since graduating in 1993, he has been privileged to travel the world. 
He is still active duty in the Navy’s small Explosive Ordinance Disposal commu-
nity, currently assigned to Indian Head, MD. Scott and his wife, Erica, have been 
married 13 years and are blessed with three beautiful girls. Elsie will soon be 7 
years old and a first-grader; Caly will soon be 5 and is in Pre-K; Mari just turned 3. 
The Krafts are also often accompanied by their dog, Scupper. The Krafts live near 
Stratford Landing, having bought in 2015 with the desire and intent to grow roots 

and stay for the foreseeable future. The family promptly and gratefully joined MVYC and have 
thoroughly enjoyed its community, pool, locale and activities. As a family, they relish boating on 
Galene, their 2010 Back Cove 33. It is truly a special “way of life” for them. Scott’s favorite word is 
“together” and he loves how boating helps strip away distractions, simplifies living, and allows us 
to, amidst the beauty of our Potomac, enjoy the presence and company of each other.

Terry Stott - Director
Terry has been married for 12 years to Cathy Stott. They have two children (Ter-
ry’s step-children), Ruth (26) and Rachel (25). The Stotts lived in Alexandria, 
specifically, Waynewood for eleven years. Terry works for the Army as a civilian, 
as the Fort Belvoir Garrison’s Audio Visual manager, and has done so for the past 
18 years. He is due to retire in 2020 and is looking forward to a slower pace of 
life. The Stotts have been members of MVYC for 8 years, and Terry previously 
served as Grounds Director on the board. During his two years as director, he 
negotiated new contracts for both the trash/recycling and lawn services. Terry 
is looking to again be a member of the Board of Directors to assist in whatever 

the Club needs support with. He believes, despite differences between members or groups, as 
any relationships have, we are a family joined by the desire to maintain an environment to create 
memories of family and friends, enjoying life and boating

Linda Sudhoff – Director
Linda and her husband “Suds” joined the MVYC in 2010 and have volunteered 
and attended numerous club events over the past 8 years. They have met many 
wonderful people, developed several close friendships, and continue to enjoy 
the club’s many amenities and activities. Linda and Suds have lived in the Mount 
Vernon area since 1993, and have also enjoyed participating and volunteering 
with numerous community organizations including Good Shepherd Catholic 
Church, the Mount Vernon Estate, and Mount Vernon High School Crew Team. 
Linda has actively served on the Membership Committee since joining the club. 
She has participated in planning and preparing for the annual Commissioning 

Day and several Wine Fleet sponsored TGIF’s. Linda is currently at the helm of the Membership 
Committee.
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