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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Lauren Bazel

November is here and it’s time to do our 
civic duty. Time to elect our leaders for the 
next year. Once you have finished with that 
“other” election, you can turn your attention 
to the important matter of the November 5 
Membership Meeting where we will vote on 
MVYC’s 2021 Board of Trustees.  I hope to see everyone there, as we 
need a quorum in order to hold the vote.

Traditionally, we would follow up our Thursday vote with the 
Commodore’s Ball on Saturday but not this year.  While we will 
not be gathering in gowns and tuxes for dinner, dancing, and our 
Change of Watch ceremony, we still plan to take time to thank and 
bid farewell to the departing MVYC Board members and welcome 
aboard the newly-elected Commodore, flag officers, and directors. It 
will be a smaller gathering now, but the hope and plan is to be able to 
celebrate with much more fanfare in the spring or summer.

Even though there will not be the traditional ball, the people who 
have worked so hard this past year on the Board and around the 
club still deserve public recognition and broad thanks.  First, to 
David Donock, Linda Sudhoff, and Terry Stott, who are rotating off 
the Board.  These dedicated volunteers have been amazing to work 
with.  They each brought great energy to their roles and took their 
responsibilities seriously.  Thanks to their efforts, we are in a strong 
financial position, the care and good maintenance of the house are 
visible to all, and we have a waiting list to join our membership ranks.  
Even though they are leaving the Board, I very much expect they will 
continue to be active club volunteers. 

Thank you to Bonnie Breneman for all you do not only as Security 
Chairman but also for your wisdom and advice.

To Rob Catron and Judy McCarthy, thank you for your time and 
talents this past year and for your willingness to serve the second 
year of your term.  The pool and the grounds have seen quite a bit of 
attention and we know there is more to come.  All your work is key to 
what makes MVYC a place that families want to join.

Thank you to Scott Kraft, Mitchell Mutnick, and Gene Diotalevi 
for committing to take the next step and rise in the officer ranks. 
You all are no strangers to the level of commitment it takes to be 
on the Board and to stay on the Board.  You also understand that 
consistency and institutional knowledge are valuable elements in 
ensuring that club operations run smoothly and serve the best long-
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term interest of the membership. 

I have especially appreciated working with incoming Commodore, Dan O’Keefe over the past years.   
Whenever anything was happening or something needed to get done Dan was there to handle it, to 
give me needed advice, or just let me vent.  He hasn’t met a task he isn’t willing to take on and this club 
is fortunate that he still does not know what the word “retirement” really means.  I am certain Dan and 
the 2021 Board will do a masterful job leading this amazing organization and I offer them all my support 
wherever needed.

This is my last Bosun’s Whistle.  It has been a privilege to serve on the MVYC Board since 2010 and 
to represent the club as Commodore for the past two years. I have said before and will repeat often, 
juggling jobs, personal responsibilities, and club duties, can be a lot to ask. Serving on the Board is a 
commitment not just for those who are elected but also for their families. I could not have contributed 
as much to this club without the support of my wonderful husband, Chris, and I am eternally grateful to 
have him by my side.

This year has been quite an adventure, but I am proud of what we were able to accomplish together 
despite the challenges we had to navigate. The Mount Vernon Yacht Club did more than simply chug 
along.  We flourished. Because of the hard work of so many, we got a lot done and have much to look 
forward to. I am excited about it all.

Power Fleet

The weekend of 16-18 October found MVYC Power Fleet members enjoying our traditional Fall outing on 
the Potomac. This year, Old Town played host to 10 boats.

The weekend began with a less than optimistic weather forecast that included rain and high winds. The 
Friday night winds were strong enough to significantly challenge the SS Providence, (A replica of John 
Paul Jones’ sloop) in her attempt to return to her berth. Club members Alexi, Stavropoulos, Jerry Gray, and 
Tracy & Tom Hayes stepped up and helped the ship’s crew get it safely secured.
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Saturday morning broke with bright sunshine, diminished winds and the arrival of numerous club mem-
bers that drove up to take advantage of a beautiful day to enjoy exploring Alexandria and join the Happy 
Hour on the docks. 

The Happy Hour also served as a venue for Chris O’Keefe to celebrate a Significant birthday. All seemed to 
enjoy the day but, I am not sure “Stormy” liked being left alone. As the sun began to set the party began 
to break up into smaller groups and headed out to a variety of restaurants. Sunday brought another nice 
day to enjoy a leisurely brunch before the short trip back to MVYC

Thanks to Tom Hayes, Jane Mutnick, Jerry Gray, Teresa Dyer, Jim Walton, and Fred Brown for the pictures.

Power Fleet – Jim Walton

In the Year 2020, the Power Fleet Fall Cruise returned to the Old Town city docks weekend of October 
14-16.   Ten boats and several cars ferrying approximately 30 members total made the trip for what turned 
out to be a stunning weekend.    Folks enjoyed a leisurely Saturday morning wandering the Farmer’s Mar-
ket at the City Hall.   Many food treasures and some nick knacks were found throughout this event.  The 
Five O’Clock Safe Share Happy Hour was a big success.   Thanks to all who safely participated and provid-
ed safe share goodies for the sunny Happy Hour under the G/H dock Gazebo.   To add to the festivities, 
we sang songs of birthday celebrations for several of our members.
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Speaking of festivities, although there is no Alexandria City/DC Wharf Parade of Lights this year, that 
should not discourage you from decorating your boats to help liven up the marina during these longer 
nights for Fall and Christmas festivities. 

Please keep an eye out for our 2021 Frostbite event, usually towards the end of January, and our annual 
Power Fleet meeting. It is typically held the same night as the February membership meeting, which will 
be on February 4th 2021.

More info to come.

Pool

Pool Director
Rob Catron

If you have visited the Club lately you may have noticed that the pool is being disman-
tled... slowly. 
The hold up is that we are waiting for the permits from Fairfax County.  Our contrac-
tor is doing all that he can to try to move them along, but the County claims staffing 
issues related to COVID.  If the Board requests our members to weigh in with target-
ed phone calls we will let you know.

I hope everyone has a pleasant fall and good health.

- Rob
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Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

The weather is still beautiful, hopefully it will continue further into the 
month. The reseeding was completed last month, and now we get to enjoy 
watching the grass grow. Slowly it is coming up, hooray! Other things going 
on with Grounds include covering the grass inside the gas tank fence with 
rocks so it doesn’t turn into a jungle, and adding a water faucet in the Point
Garden by the big sliding gate. This will be used to put in an above ground 
soaker hose or sprinkler system in the garden next year. This will lessen the 
burden on our Water Brigade and greatly benefit the plants. Ricky Mullins’s folks will be doing 
both of these, thank you.

However, as you probably know, we have one more big project with Grounds before we settle
into our long winter’s nap. The Fall Clean-up is scheduled for Saturday 7 November, starting at
9am. So we will need “all-hands-on-deck” to participate in this final gala event, not just the
usual Grounds folks, but all you other club members who have been jealous all year of the fun
the Grounds folks have been having, while you didn’t get to play. There will be enough fun to
go around for everyone!

There will be weeding and mulching, and trimming of vines, probably some spreading of
landscape cloth and chainsawing small trees growing where they shouldn’t. Please mark your
calendars, grab your gloves and tools (rakes, weed whackers, chainsaws, shovels, hand trowels,
etc.) and come join your old buddies and new friends to celebrate our beautiful grounds here at
the club. We will be playing outside, and keeping our social distance, so it should be safe for all.
With many hands, the work will be finished before you know it! I hope to see you on the 7th !

Ship Store
Please visit the Ship Store now to see if we have what you want (size, color) in stock.

MVYC items make great gifts!  We also have the new MVYC Dolphins logo avail-
able.  Recent items sold:  tie dye t-shirts and tanks, hitch covers, magnets, baby one-
sies, visors, hats, floating sunglass straps, license plate holders, cooler bags....

Contact Lisa Franklin to make an appt:  ShipStore@MVYC.net
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FOR SAIL!  

Pearson 33---1986 

     Price--$20,000 

Contact: Ed and Jacque Knight:703-780-7495 or knightpassage@aol.com 

SPECS: 

LENGTH   33 Feet 

LOA    33.0 

BEAM    11 Feet 

WEIGHT   11,000 

DRAFT    Shoal Keel—3 ½ Feet :  

Keel Centerboard, Board -7 Feet 

 HULL    Fibreglass, excellent condition 

 BOAT CONDITION: Excellent    

 DINGHY: inflatable, with motor 

Canvas Covers--New(2 years) , Dark navy blue on sails, helm, Genoa 
(furling); new Bimini 

 SAILS    Main Sail: Relatively new and in excellent condition; furling type, 

     managed by “ Dutchman” system 

     JIB: Furling Genoa 150, clears 150 Feet;   Spinnaker Sail 

 ENGINE   Yanmar Diesel; 18 horsepower 2 Propellers (3 Blade and 2 Blade) 

 AUTOHELM: Automatic Steering;    WHISKER POLE 

 AIR CONDITIONING  AC  throughout  WATER HEATER:   Five Gallons 

 REFRIGERATOR  Large, built-in ice box with electric refrigeration 

 VHF Radio   Stereo radio with 4 speakers 

 FANS    Solar power exhaust fan, four electric fans 

 HEAD    Marine Toilet, basin and shower with electric sump pump 

 CLOSETS   Four hanging lockers           TABLE:  Folding table in main cabin   

GALLEY: Propane stove, 2 burners with safety system and oven; outside storage 
of fuel, stainless steel sink; storage shelves and dry locker. 

ALL WOOD INTERIOR Shows character, is not a plastic bottle! 

STORAGE Ample space beneath seating in main cabin, quarter berth, V-berth 
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As we approach our change of watch, this month, and a change of leadership 
at MVYC, I need to reflect on the past almost two years. It has been a busy 
time with several urgent repairs to the club house. Between leaking sprinklers, 
exploding A/C compressors, dying beer coolers and ice machines, some of the 
major projects haven’t been accomplished.

Sometimes, we need to look long term for these remodeling projects like the 
kitchen remodel and bathrooms, as an example, that I firmly believe we need. I will be adding 
these projects to our planning guides so that we can keep the momentum going to keep our club 
house in the best condition possible. We have also recently completed our elevator inspection, 
successfully, and our quarterly pest treatment was also completed.

MVYC is a second home for many, so let’s treat it as such for existing and new members, by 
keeping the club house clean and neat. Also a reminder for ALL members that use the club 
house, to please utilize the provided spray disinfectant and paper towels to clean the common 
use areas, such as bar tops, stools, tables and countertops on a regular basis.

As always please feel free to contact me for any comments or suggestions.

Stay safe,
Terry Stott -House Director  

House

House
Terry Stott

Dr. Bear’s Closet
By Peyton Diotalevi

Since 2015, MVYC’s Holiday Parties have gathered donations of toys, games and books for children who 
are hospitalized at Children’s National Medical Center in Washington, D.C.  Our donations to Children’s Dr. 
Bear’s Closet have totaled nearly $1,000 worth of items each holiday season – our members are so gener-
ous.  For several years now, dropping MVYC’s donations off at Dr. Bear’s Closet at Children’s National has 
been one of the highlights of my holiday season.  The grateful volunteers are always glad to see our dona-
tions.

This year, due to COVID-19, Dr. Bear’s Closet is unable to accept donations in person.  However, they have 
published an Amazon Wish List, and I want to personally encourage everyone to purchase an item or two 
from this list so we can continue the tradition of giving to Dr. Bear’s Closet.
This is the link to the Wish List:  
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1ZB1ZXBKW5G17?ref_=wl_share

With hospitalizations growing and resources spread 
thinner than ever, many children could really use our 
support.  Please put a smile on a hospitalized child’s 
face this holiday season and support Dr. Bear’s Clos-
et.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
reach out to me at peyton.diotalevi@gmail.com.
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November2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

6 7
Change of Watch 

8pm

8 9 11 12 13 14

15 16
Board 

Meeting 
7:30pm-
9:30pm

17  18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26
House Rental 
12om

27 28

29 30 31
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December2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21
Board Meeting 

7:30pm-
9:30pm

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31
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Marina
Well, all good things must come to an end. Drat, it is about that time 
where winterization checklists reemerge and boats start getting hauled. 
I’ll confess, I have to tell myself the same thing I tell our girls – quit your 
pouting as that doesn’t help anything. And, I have to remind
myself that if we choose, we can instead remember all the wonderful 
memories of another boating season. And not just a typical boating sea-
son. Rather one, amidst a crazy and tumultuous year, that reminds us of 
our privileged respite.

As you make plans to make your boat winter ready, please be diligent and safe. Also, stay
tuned for a Marina work day in December where we will secure and purge the dock water lines
and emplace bubblers. As always, taking care of our Marina is a shared labor of love.

Besides that, I want to thank a few folks – namely, Frank Quigley and the entirety of his Gas
Dock cadre. They faithfully manned the gas dock every weekend and we ought never take their
service for granted. Also, a couple of us recently spent a Saturday morning tackling the
vegetation growing out of the bulkheads. We had a true combined task force – sweeping in
from the water on kayaks as well as from the ground with weed whackers and trimmers.
Thank you to Dan O’Keefe, Mark Reilly and Greg Rehe for your companionship and service.

Looking ahead to 2021, please ensure you get your membership form and slip request in on
time and all of your boat information is complete and current on the website. That is more
important than ever because we currently have a waiting list of five members waiting for a boat
slip. As such, I am compelled to offer two reminders – 1) we are a Club that promotes active
boating and 2) no one has an inherent right to any slip.

Finally, one other piece of news for everyone’s awareness. Every year, Fairfax County inspects
our marina and every five years, the Virginia Department of Health issues a Certificate to
Operate (CTO). Because we all are responsible stewards, in December we will get our CTO
renewed for another five years. Thank you for doing your share to preserve that for all of us.

Grounds Director
Scott Kraft

Ask Helen
Dear Helen,

I am so relieved that this election season is finally ending and while I am sick of hearing about the Presi-
dential contest, I am curious about the elections in our own club.  I realized that I don’t know a lot about 
MVYC leadership and how someone ultimately gets elected to the position of Commodore? 

Sincerely,
Civics Class Dropout

Dear Civics Class Dropout,
I’m guessing there are quite a few people in your position right now, both feeling tired of the Presidential 
election drama while also maybe not as familiar with the roles and processes in place within the admin-
istration of MVYC.  Let’s assume a majority of our members haven’t read the full by-laws, so it might be 
helpful for others as well.  For starters, let’s describe what the Commodore does. The Commodore is es-
sentially responsible for maintaining the club’s value. Value in the financial sense where they develop the 
budget and make sure the budget plan is in line with assets to keep the club maintained at a certain level 
including the house, pool, marina, grounds, etc. They are also responsible for making sure the experience 
of being an MVYC member brings value to the membership. That comes in the form of social events and a 
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strong sense of community.  

If someone wishes to pursue this position, it can take 10 years of dedication and commitment to the club 
and the path to get there is typically working the way up through leadership positions. You begin serv-
ing as a volunteer then progress to leading one of these committees.  It also helps to be a good member 
of the club community by doing things like hosting a TGIF and getting to know other members socially.  
There is a nominating committee that is typically chaired by a past commodore and they nominate indi-
viduals to serve on the board. The board is made up of 6 Director positions on one side, serving a 2 year 
term, then on the other side 5 Officers - Secretary and Treasurer, Rear Commodore, Vice Commodore and 
Commodore, serving a 1 year term which can be renewed for 1 year.  The Commodore, Vice Commodore, 
and Rear Commodore are known as “The Bridge”.

To prevent complete turnover, 3 Director positions are open every other year. The Director positions serve 
as Committee chairpersons. Currently they are: Membership, Grounds, Pool, House, Social and Marina.  
After your 2-year term is up you either are nominated for a position as Secretary, Treasurer or a role within 
the bridge, or step away from the board because you cannot serve more than 2 years consecutively in a 
Director position. 

Nominations are put forth to serve on the board in these positions by the nominating committee and 
these are presented to membership in October to either add more nominations or accept the existing 
nominations.  By the time you read this it will unfortunately be too late to nominate Kanye West for some-
thing, and there is a chance he could be elected President, so it’s probably for the best. While our election 
also takes place in November, unlike the Presidential election a new administration is put in place right 
away.  

The incoming Commodore assigns elected Directors to a specific post and it is now time to party. The 
Commodore’s Ball is really the inaugural ball where the “Change in Watch” happens and the swearing in of 
the new leadership. This year because of the pandemic, the event will be held largely virtually and those 
present for the ceremony will be very limited for safety reasons. There will however be a Zoom opportu-
nity this year to view the ceremony where you can still wear a tux if you want, but I’ll be enjoying it in my 
usual sweatpants. Either way, we will all toast to our new leadership and our club will continue to be a 
great example of what a unified community looks like. 

TopTech Computer Repair
Home of the Eldest Geek

8332 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA - 703-436-4756

SALES - REPAIRS - SERVICE
Computers - Servers - Laptops

Repair & Upgrade! 
ANY Problem ANY Computer

It does NOT Matter!

   

Craig Baker - Alexander Guthrie
Danko Drincic - Mohamed Abdula

Over 45 Years of Experience - Since BEFORE the PC!

New - Used - Repair - Data Recovery - Service Contracts
Custom Programming - Website Development

SIX MONTH warranty on our used laptops!
SIX MONTH warranty on all repairs!

FREE ESTIMATES - Pickup and Delivery

SPECIALS WITH THIS FLYER FOR MVYC Members:
$40 OFF your purchase (over $200) 

or $30 OFF any repair!

Open 6 Days a Week

10am - 7pm Mon-Sat

cdb@toptechva.com

www.theeldestgeek.com

www.toptechva.com 
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Volunteer of the Year
One of the beauties of Mount Vernon Yacht Club, beside the view of our river, our beautiful boats, our 
many fun social activities, and the passionate comradery of our diverse members, is that our club is based 
on the spirit of volunteerism.  This volunteerism is evident in the “can do” attitude of our members, as 
seen in folks placing No Wake markers in the river in early spring, manning the gas docks during the sea-
son, and creating fabulously fun parties for every occasion imaginable.  The list goes on.  

Every now and then an exceptional volunteer stands out.  A person who sees a need and offers his or 
her services.  A person who takes on a task and silently does it.  At first this person is barely noticeable.  
Gradually folks notice and say “Thanks”, then over time they say “Wow”.  This year the club has chosen to 
revive our “Volunteer of the Year” award in recognition of the much appreciated efforts of Roger Bowers in 
the beautification of the club grounds.  

Roger has been caught weeding on more occasions than anyone can remember.  You may come to the 
club for a meeting and there is Roger kneeling in the front gardens pulling up unwanted interlopers; you 
go passed the pool and he is making sense of and dividing up the overgrown grasses.  Then later, he is 
transplanting liriope to make this very frilly and beautifully defined edge to the gardens.  He has taken 
boring hillsides and brought their potential to life with rescued plants from an inappropriate location or 
donated from a club member.  Roger was very involved with the creation of the new garden out front last 
year, assisting with the design, and adding the liriope to the edging.  Roger is a source of endless recom-
mendations on improving the existing gardens and has been very instrumental in the creation of the new 
Point Garden around the new gas tank.  

MVYC is quite fortunate to have such an enthusiastic member as Roger.  And from the ever peaceful look 
on Roger’s face, I think his weeding acts as a type of Zen meditation for Roger too!  Roger, thank you for 
your ceaseless giving to all of us at MVYC! 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT
SEIKOLUXE.COM

609 King Street, Old Town Alexandria, VA 22314   |  703-549-0011
 KingsJewelry.NET
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BUILT FOR THE ICE DIVER
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