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Well, here we are, November already. 
With Thanksgiving coming up, now is an 
excellent time to start giving thanks to all 
those who have worked so hard making 
the Club a desired destination. Collectively, 
every member family is appreciated. We 
are grateful for those who have been members for many years and 
those who have just joined us. This club cannot function without 
our volunteers and we would be poorly informed and especially 
uncoordinated without our tremendous Communications team.  
Dan O’Keefe, Heather Feaster, E.J. Stone, and Heather Wiggs do an 
amazing job with the Beacon and with emails so that the rest of us 
can stay on top of what’s happening at MVYC.  If you see them, say 
thank you.  Better yet, if you see them, ask “how can I help?” 

Thank you for the efforts you made this year to volunteer your time 
and talent where you could.  If you come to this part of the story 
and think you could have done more, have no fear, we welcome and 
encourage you to get more involved next year.

The first step to next year is the election on November 7 of the 2020 
Board.  Thank you to those members willing to serve on the Board 
and a special thank you to the three directors from the 2019 Board 
who have concluded their two-years of service – Brian Groark, Nicole 
Mahon, and Rebecca Mebane Williamson.  You and your families 
have given a great deal of time and dedication to the Club that is 
very much appreciated.  They will now hand over their leadership 
responsibilities to three new directors and assume the responsibility 
of “volunteer role models” for others who may be interested in 
taking a more active role alongside one of our committee chairmen 
or taking a Board role in coming years. 

The second step to next year is to celebrate our Club and install 
the new Board at the Commodore’s Ball on Saturday, November 
9.  This is the one “formal” event we have each year and it gives us 
a unique setting in which to meet our new members, reconnect 
with old friends, and remind ourselves why MVYC is such a special 
community. Christine Stavropoulos and her committee have planned 
a great evening and I hope to see everyone on the dance floor 
working off dinner and dessert.

If You See Something, Do Something

Pretty soon, gloves and coats will replace shorts and boat shoes, 
which means it’s time to begin prepping for winter.  October’s fall 
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cleanup day isn’t the last chance you will have to spruce things up around the club.  As with every house 
and yard, the MVYC house and grounds need consistent care.  

More activities will move indoors.  If you are using the clubhouse, please make sure to shut the lights, 
lock the beer lockers, close the shades, take out the trash, and lock all the doors.  Please exercise 
some discretion when raising or lowering the thermostats and reset them when you leave. If you see 
something that needs to be cleaned, removed, fixed, etc.,– and you feel comfortable doing it – please  
take it on.  We are our own staff.  If you see something urgent or above your skill set, email house@mvyc.
net.  

For the boaters, if you are planning to leave your boat in the marina over the winter, remember to come 
and visit it periodically to check on your lines, the operation of any bubblers, the integrity of boat covers, 
and that bilges are working.  While you are doing your duty as a proud boat owner, take time to look 
around the marina and the grounds.  If you see something that needs to be repaired, removed, fixed, 
etc.,– and you feel comfortable doing it – please  take it on.  We are our own staff.  If you see something 
urgent or above your skill set, email marina@mvyc.net, grounds@mvyc.net, or security@mvyc.net.

Finally, if you see a TGIF or club event coming up, please consider joining in and bringing a friend or 
neighbor who may be interested in becoming a member.  

As we near the Commodore’s Ball, changes are coming to the leadership at MVYC 
and we all look forward to a new year with the club!  Congratulations to those new 
members of the board and those continuing to another year.  

As club members have seen, 2019 has been a challenging year for the House, 
between fixing leaky fire suppression sprinklers and ice makers, replacing rotting 
windows and an exploded HVAC system, the complexity and age of our club begins 
to make itself known.  Many thanks to, not only the club members that help with long term planning, but 
those volunteers that have responded to requests for assistance! You are what makes our club great!  As 
we move into the new year, I would like to continue to address the age of the club and ensure we are well 
prepared for any additional issues we may encounter.  I am also looking to remodel the kitchen as it is also 
showing its age.

By the time you read this Beacon, the House will have passed its annual fire inspections.

Reminder to all club members to please empty trash and recycling containers to remove odors. As always, 
thanks for turning off lights / TV’s and pulling the shades when you leave.  Hope to see everyone at the 
many opportunities the club provides for winter festivities.  

Thanks
Terry-House Director

House

House
Terry Scott
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Ship Store

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Scott Kraft

My sincere thanks to those who turned out for our Fall Clean-Up Day on October 
26th!  We accomplished our “to do” list by the mere fact that so many folks showed 
up eager to help and do anything and everything. Even more impressive than 
everyone’s yardwork abilities were their attitudes.  Your productivity was second 
only to your positivity.  Thank you.

In November, we will be replacing the Club’s electric distribution panel as it is 
badly deteriorated and we need to do this before we have a crisis to manage.  This 
will require a planned outage – including the Club house and all docks – for approximately one half of 
a day.  I am planning to have this done in the November 12-14 timeframe – in order to minimize the 
impact to everyone.  As soon as it is definitively scheduled, I’ll get word out to everyone so you can plan 
accordingly.  

As we turn the corner and head into the winter months, don’t hesitate to contact me at grounds@mvyc.
net if you have any questions or recommendations.  I genuinely enjoy serving alongside so many who 
make our Club truly special.  I love the company we are privileged to keep!

Hello members!  

   We have vests, hoodies, long sleeve shirts, sweaters and a variety of jackets available for adults that are 
perfect for the cooler weather.  We also have a small selection of children’s t’s for your favorite junior mem-
ber or grandchild.  Different sizes and colors are usually available by request. 

  We also have floating sunglass straps, aprons, tote bags, coolers, shot glasses, license plate holders, 
coasters, hats and visors for your upcoming shopping needs.  Car magnets will be on their way shortly. 

Please contact Lisa at shipstore@mvyc.net to make an appointment.  
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We are holding steady at 225 active member. I have given a few tours and 
answered several email inquiries, so there is still interest in our great club.

Thank you to all of you who help spread the word about our club and help 
recruit new members and to all who have made our new members feel so 
welcome.

We currently have one application posted on the Club bulletin board:  Bryan Amantea and Kimberly 
Elenberg who live on Ferry Landing Ct. They are endorsed by Ryan Cummings and Paul Whitridge.

Now is also a good time to verify and/or update your membership information in our password 
protected active directory. It only takes a few moments, and will ensure that your information is current 
and correct.

     Update Your Membership Information

1. Go to www.mvyc.net
2. Click on log in the upper right hand corner
3. Fill in your email address and password, click Sign In
4. If you have a problem, click on “Can’t access your account?” – just enter your email address.  We will 
reset the associated password and email it to you.
5. Once you are in – click on Members Info – then click List Active Members and the Active Members 
Directory will come up.
6. Click on your last name and your information will come up.
7. Check names, address, phone numbers and email addresses to make sure they are up to date – also 
check the list at the bottom where other family members are listed.  If your children are not listed, please 
add their names and dates of birth by clicking on Add a Family Member.
8. In the upper left corner, hover over the photo area to toggle the upload form to add a picture.
9. When you are done, click on Certify and Update My Member Info at the very bottom of the page and 
then Log Out in the upper right corner.

If you have any problems contact Dan O’Keefe at communications@mvyc.net

Thanks for taking the time to check and update your information and we hope everyone will add a photo.

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Nov 18  @ 7:30p
• Mon, Dec 16 @ 7:30p

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, Nov 7 @ 8:00p
• Thu, Dec 5 @ 8:00p
• 
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Marina
This month will bring in the cold temperatures for good with winter to follow quickly.  
Throughout this month we’ll be making winter preparations which will require volun-
teers to make quick work of it.  Specifically, pulling, cleaning, and storing the no wake 
buoys.  We’ll need help to physically pull them out of the water and get them on land as 
well as power washing them.  Also, we’ll need a handful of people to set the bubblers 
throughout the floating docks.  Dates TBD.  

The dock water and ice machine will stay on as long as the weather allows.  An email will be sent out noti-
fying everyone when this occurs.  

Some boat owners may want to move into the marina for the winter. If this is your intent, please inform 
the marina chair as soon as possible as it requires coordination to make sure we can properly fit everyone 
who needs it.  It is also helpful if you discuss and coordinate this with the current slip holder of the slip you 
have in mind.  

Lastly, we will be looking for volunteers to help make repairs to the Inner W finger piers later in the month, 
tentatively 11/23 (weather permitting).  Please contact mvycnews@mvyc.net if you can help.

TopTech Computer Repair
Home of the Eldest Geek

8332 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA - 703-436-4756

SALES - REPAIRS - SERVICE
Computers - Servers - Laptops

Repair & Upgrade! 
ANY Problem ANY Computer

It does NOT Matter!

   

Craig Baker - Alexander Guthrie
Danko Drincic - Mohamed Abdula

Over 45 Years of Experience - Since BEFORE the PC!

New - Used - Repair - Data Recovery - Service Contracts
Custom Programming - Website Development

SIX MONTH warranty on our used laptops!
SIX MONTH warranty on all repairs!

FREE ESTIMATES - Pickup and Delivery

SPECIALS WITH THIS FLYER FOR MVYC Members:
$40 OFF your purchase (over $200) 

or $30 OFF any repair!

Open 6 Days a Week

10am - 7pm Mon-Sat

cdb@toptechva.com

www.theeldestgeek.com

www.toptechva.com 

Marina
Brian Groark
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Social News

Social Director
Rebecca Mebane-

Williamson

Fall is in full swing at the club.  Trivia night was a grand success with the ‘Coral Kings 
and Queens’ topping the ‘Do or Dyers’ and the ‘My Favorite Team” at the team trivia 
TGIF on October 11th.    

On Friday, October 25 the O’Keefe’s hosted another spooktacular Halloween TGIF.  
Batman and Robin (Larry and Kathy Ichter) won best couples costume.   

On Saturday, October 26, the MVYC families enjoyed our annual Trunk or Treat 
event.  Kids and adults enjoyed trick-or-treating, games and a costume parade. 
Thank you to everyone who helped with this event, especially Lindsay Alexander, Rachel Townsend, 
Maria Ong and Cooper Pate.  Thank you to everyone who attended, decorated their cars and provided 
treats.  Another great MVYC Fall classic! 

November starts off the season of celebrating! 

On November, 9 please join us for the 63rd Annual Commodore’s Ball at the Mount Vernon Country Club.  
This long standing tradition is a great way of bringing long-standing and new members together for a 
night of looking back and planning ahead to next year.  Christine Stavropoulos and her committee are 
working to plan another fabulous event.   RSVPs are due on November 1.

November 15 the Social Committee will be hosting a Wine Tasting TGIF.  Regular TGIF ‘potluck’ but if you 
are able, bring a bottle of wine (or two) for the ‘blind taste testing’. 

November 22nd The Roca’s and Offringa’s will once again host a ‘Cuban Pig Roast’ with Suckling pig and 
Mojitos (while supplies last). 

We will round out the month with a ‘Friendsgiving’ TGIF on Friday, November 29 hosted by the Enright’s.  
Be creative with your Thanksgiving leftovers and bring any family and friends for the fun.   

The next Social Committee meeting will be Thursday, November 7 at 7:00 pm (prior to the Membership 
Meeting at 8:00 pm). 

We will be planning the Adult Holiday Party which will be held on Saturday, December 14. 
All are welcome and encouraged to attend!
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November 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 
Commodore’s 

Ball RSVP 
Deadline

2

3 4 5 6 7 
Social 

Committee 
Meeting 

7pm-8pm

Membership 
Meeting 

8pm-9pm 

8 9
Commodore’s 

Ball

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17
House 
Rental

10am-6pm

18
Board

Meeting
7:30pm- 
9:30pm

19 20 21 
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08

 7:00 pm – 
10:00 pm

22 
Cuban Pig 

Roast TGIF
 7:00 pm

23

24 25 26 27 28 29 
Friends-Giving 

TGIF 7:00 pm – 
10:00 pm

30
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December 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 
Membership 

Meeting 
8pm-9pm

6 
Tree 

Trimming 
TGIF Kids 
Welcome
5:00 pm – 

8:00 pm

7
House Rental

All Day

8 
Childrens 

Holiday Party
All Day

9 10 11 12 13
No TGIF

14 
Aduly 

Holiday 
Party

15 16 
Board

Meeting
7:30pm- 
9:30pm

17 
House Rental 

USCG
 11:00 am – 

1:00 pm

18 19 
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08

 7:00 pm – 
10:00 pm

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
House 
Rental

 12:00 pm – 
11:45 pm

29 30 31
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MVYC’S Halloween Weekend
Friday’s TGIF was well attended - many in very creative costumes . The evening morphed into a World Se-
ries party which did not turn out well as most hoped. Thanks to all who got into the spirit.     
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Great big thanks to Lindsay Alexander and her Team of Rachel Townsend, Maria Ong and Cooper Pate for 
providing a wonderful event for our youngest members. Thanks too to those that came out and provided 
the Trunks for the kids to visit.

Trunk or Treat
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Commodore’s Ball
 By now you should have received your invitation to the 2019 Mount Vernon Yacht Club Commodore's Ball.  
Most Yacht Clubs observe the tradition of holding an annual Commodore's Ball and Change of Watch as 
one of the premiere social events of the year.  For our new members, and we have many, what is a Com-
modore's Ball? 

The dictionary defines “ball” in this usage as… a large, usually lavish, formal party featuring social dancing 
and sometimes given for a particular purpose, as to introduce debutantes.

We don’t know that one can draw much of a comparison between MVYC Commodores and “debutantes,” 
but one of the purposes of our Commodore's Ball is certainly introductions. It is a tradition in most yacht 
clubs to recognize those who have and will volunteer their time to 
serve and lead our Club. 

Like any event at our Club, it is primarily for the enjoyment and sociabil-
ity of all our members, not just those being recognized and introduced. 
The Commodore's Ball has always included some good-hearted fun and 
frivolity.  This year promises to be no different!
All in all, the Commodore's Ball is a great opportunity to enjoy a won-
derful meal, dance a to a great DJ and just spend some time socializing 
with your fellow members and friends of Mount Vernon Yacht Club.
 
The details:
Date: Saturday, November 9th
Location: Mount Vernon Country Club
Time: 6 PM
Cost: $75.00 per person
Attire:  Semi-formal
RSVP Nov 4th

Finally, this is a wonderful event that sets the tone for the next year at Mount Vernon Yacht Club.  If it's 
your first time, or even you have been to many, please consider being part this annual event to help usher 
MVYC into 2020 with style and merriment.  Did I mention the entirely too much fun post party event at 
MVYC...?  For those who require a sitter, many head back to MVYC for a few nightcap(s).
 
Should you have any questions, comments or concerns, please contact Christine Stavropoulos:  703-577-
8854 or 
Christinezoe@aol.com 
 
Hoping to see you there.

MVYC at the DC Wharf
Friday wind and no water, Saturday sunshine and blue skies, 
Sunday rain and more wind. With all of that weather 15 boats still 
made it up to The Wharf in DC for our annual overnight. A big 
thank you to Gene Diotalevi and Alexi Stavropoulos for organizing 
the stay with the Wharf and getting us into the Capital Yacht Club 
for happy hour on Friday.

While only half the fleet managed to plow our way out of Dogue 
creek on Friday we were rewarded with a great evening as guests 
at the Capital Yacht Club.
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I’d like to add a big thank you to the Capital Yacht Club staff and members who made us feel very wel-
comed and at easy in their beautiful new facility. The food was beyond good and the welcome they gave 
us was second to none. 

Not to be left out of the festivities, the rest of the fleet quickly developed Plan B and assembled at the 
Mount Vernon Inn for their own Happy Hour. 
While they didn’t have the view of the Washington Channel they certainly looked like the were having a 
good time.

Saturday afternoon found the full fleet gathered at the Wharf docks to spend some quality time visiting 
each other and sampling the fare & signature drinks offered by the crews.
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1st Annual Camp Out
The 1st annual Curry’s Country Camp Out was a resounding success.
Thank you to everyone that attended.

We had 93 attendees with 11 tents and many boats becoming sleeping quarters for the night.
The children enjoyed outdoor games, ghost stories and s’mores around the camp fire with Dick Floyd. 
Everyone enjoyed hot dogs and the endless amount of food provided by the club members.

A big thank you to everyone who lent a hand especially David Curry, Jim Gordon, Julian and Janet Fincher, 
Traci Newcomb, and Chris Johnson.

We look forward to seeing all of you next year.  



www.mvyc.net The Beacon November 2019



www.mvyc.net The Beacon November  2019

Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Lane 
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