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Commissioning Day is here and, as we 
leave winter behind us and spring ahead 
towards summer, we should continue to 
be thankful to be part of a community 
where so many are willing to give of their 
time for the enjoyment of all. April found 
many club members out making the club ready for our summer 
season. 

The “Marina” and “Grounds” volunteers, in particular, have been 
busy. Much of the docks have already been power washed and 
repaired. The gas dock is up and operational. The gas dock 
volunteer roster has relocated to the member only side of the 
website to limit access to email information.

The grass on the Point is ready to support a season full 
of families enjoying picnics, sunsets, and “Corn Hole” 
competition. Speaking of Corn Hole, for those that have not 
come down to participate or just cheer on the competitors, I 
highly recommend joining the fun. Thanks to Bob Kirk & Katie 
Basinski for stepping up and creating what I think will be a new 
MVYC tradition.

April also saw the revival of two MVYC traditions Frostbite 
and Sock Burning. While we were not able to hold them at 
their traditional time of year. The turn out proved that the 
membership certainly wanted to continue the celebrations and 
appreciated the efforts of the “A” Team+.

May promises to continue our efforts to break out of our 
bubbles and return to a more traditional life at MVYC. Corn 
Hole will continue, and Lindsay promises a visit from another 
Food Truck, a Cajun Cuisine,  We will resume TGIF activities on 
Friday May 7th and the Power Fleet will kick off the summer 
with the Traditional Pohick Bay Raft Up on Memorial Weekend. 

At this time, however, it does not appear that the Beggan’s 
will be able to be the first ones into the pool on Memorial 
Weekend. We have broken a bottle neck in our construction 
effort but regrettably it will delay our opening ceremony by a 
few weeks. We are doing our best to keep the project moving 
and will continue to keep you updated on its progress.
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Membership News

Greetings Fellow MVYC Members!  

It has been another busy month for membership at MVYC! We continue 
to receive dues and slip payments. Hopefully by the time you read this, 
we will have renewals complete for 2021. We welcomed David and Kristen 
Earle to the Club this past month, and we are extending membership 
offers to Bonnie and Jason Manuel and Bruce McElhaney. Our pipeline is 
still very robust with five families approved by the Board and on the waiting list and five applications 
posted on the bulletin board. Thanks again to our membership committee members who helped 
with five interviews this month. 

Here is a little more information about our new members. Natives of Northern Virginia, David and 
Kristen have lived in the Mount Vernon area with their daughter’s Delainey (7) and Nora (5) for the 
last seven years. They enjoy exploring the all the beauty the Mount Vernon area has to offer, bike 
paths, trails and parks. They are active in their children’s school community, the Basilica School of 
Saint Mary, and local sports, including Gunston Soccer.

David is employed at the Transportation Security Administration as the Director of End User Services 
in the Office of Information Technology, where he has worked for 18 years. David grew up swimming 
in the Northern Virginia Swimming League and has many fond memories at his neighborhood pool & 
swim club. David previously served for 4 years on the Mansion House Swim Club’s board and helped 
at many events. David has also been a member of the ODBC since 2011 where he has served on the 
social committee and volunteered in other club events.

Kristen is employed at the Association of American Medical Colleges where she has worked for 
6 years. She has a background in higher education policy and attended the University of South 
Carolina. Kristen grew up boating with her family on the Potomac and spending time at the Old 
Dominion Boat Club, where her father is a longtime member. 

Welcome to the Earle Family!  Hope to see you all at Commissioning Day!

Membership Director
John Skudlarek

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, May 17 @ 7:00pm
• Mon, June 21 @ 7pm
• Mon, July 19 @ 7pm

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, May 6 @ 8:00pm

Pool Update
Pool Project: Update #4
Gene Diotalevi

 As you have worked your way down the BEACON you have realized two things. First, the pool opening 
schedule has been pushed to the right, and second, we have a date for our pool opening ceremony. The 
push to the right of the original opening schedule is due to our latest—and hopefully our last setback—a 
longer than expected wait for results from our core concrete test samples. The simple fact is our contrac-
tor is experiencing increased costs and wait times for services due to supply and demand issues. Before 
I go into what you should expect to see over the next few weeks, I wanted to address some of the ques-
tions and concerns we’ve received.
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Q: Why can’t the contractor build the rebar reinforcement “cage” around the cement pad and baby pool.

A: Bringing trades to complete work from start to finish is easier and more cost effective than trying to 
piecemeal work over multiple days. As of today, 4/28, we received the results of the cement core samples 
and work can continue moving forward.

Q: Why do only two workers show up on certain days?

A: The contractor has multiple projects in DC, VA and MD. While we are stuck waiting on engineering and 
inspection results, or in some cases, materials, the crew works on forms and other minor projects that 
need to be completed.

Q. Do we have any contract provisions for contractor performance.

A: Yes, but pursuant to the contract, the contractor is not responsible for delays caused by acts of God 
or unforeseeable events such as a global pandemic, delays caused by governmental agencies or other 
parties. The contractor is meeting its milestones, but delays in inspections (engineering and county), test 
results and supply issues are considered unforeseeable events, or events not within the control of the 
contractor and therefore are not the contractor’s responsibility.  

Q: Will we open the pool this season?

A: ABSOLUETLY! As it appears we’ve cleared most of our major hurdles. The final stage and greatest time 
delay is the pool curing process. The proper curing procedures will help reduce imperfections plus scaling, 
pitting and gray streaks or spots. Initial curing can take up to 28 days long term curing can take several 
months. The contractor is working with the engineers and other professionals to reduce the initial cure 
time to under a week. The curing process is what is ultimately extending the opening of the pool.  
What should you expect? We are having twice weekly meetings with the contractor and have established 
a hard schedule for work, inspections, and supply schedules. Starting Thursday, we should see the struc-
tural fiber and gravel installed, followed by the trades: electrical, plumbing, tile and coping, shotcrete and 
cement. The goal is to have the pool filled and the pool deck complete by the end of May and be ready to 
open for swimming on or before June 13. If you see Dan on the grounds, give him a hug! Finally, thanks to 
Rich Allen for sound advice and reality checks.

Swim Team
Swimming makes everything better! Join the Swim Team! 

The season consists of daily practices, five Saturday meets, Sundays are rest days and every Fri-
day is Fun Friday! 

If you have any swimmers interested in being a member of our team, email swimteam@mvyc.net 
with their names, ages, and any questions they or you may have about the team! 
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“Food Truck on the Point”
Pictures by Jane Mutnick

New Tradition?
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FOR SAIL!  

Pearson 33---1986 
     Price--$20,000 

Contact: Ed and Jacque Knight:703-780-7495 or knightpassage@aol.com 

SPECS: 

LENGTH   33 Feet 

LOA    33.0 

BEAM    11 Feet 

WEIGHT   11,000 

DRAFT    Shoal Keel—3 ½ Feet :  

Keel Centerboard, Board -7 Feet 

 HULL    Fibreglass, excellent condition 

 BOAT CONDITION: Excellent    

 DINGHY: inflatable, with motor 

Canvas Covers--New(2 years) , Dark navy blue on sails, helm, Genoa 
(furling); new Bimini 

 SAILS    Main Sail: Relatively new and in excellent condition; furling type, 

     managed by “ Dutchman” system 

     JIB: Furling Genoa 150, clears 150 Feet;   Spinnaker Sail 

 ENGINE   Yanmar Diesel; 18 horsepower 2 Propellers (3 Blade and 2 Blade) 

 AUTOHELM: Automatic Steering;    WHISKER POLE 

 AIR CONDITIONING  AC  throughout  WATER HEATER:   Five Gallons 

 REFRIGERATOR  Large, built-in ice box with electric refrigeration 

 VHF Radio   Stereo radio with 4 speakers 

 FANS    Solar power exhaust fan, four electric fans 

 HEAD    Marine Toilet, basin and shower with electric sump pump 

 CLOSETS   Four hanging lockers           TABLE:  Folding table in main cabin   

GALLEY: Propane stove, 2 burners with safety system and oven; outside storage 
of fuel, stainless steel sink; storage shelves and dry locker. 

ALL WOOD INTERIOR Shows character, is not a plastic bottle! 

STORAGE Ample space beneath seating in main cabin, quarter berth, V-berth 
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 The Weather Rail
From The Weather Rail
The MVYC Sail Fleet 

Spring Schedule

May 2 - Commissioning Day – Decorate your boats!

Spring 2021 Race Series Schedule
Races on Sundays
Date  Tides at Marshall Hall
May 9      Mother’s Day – no racing
May 16    H1143 L1809   Start 1100 
May 23    L1208 H1825   Start 1400
May 30    H1200 L1829   Start 1130
June 6      L1220 H1848   Start 1430
June 13    H1042 L1711   Start 1100
June 20    L1045 H1700   Start 1300
June 27    H1050 L1715   Start 1100

Details regarding the race schedule may change at the last minute based on weather conditions (or oth-
er extenuating circumstances) and coordination is via email using a Sail Fleet email list. If you wish to be 
added to this list, please contact Greg Rehe.  

If you are interested in participating or have any questions about the races, contact the Sail Fleet Captain, 
Greg Rehe.

Marina
The marina is open and ready for business. The gas pump is open on weekends 
from 10 am – 12 pm.  The buoys and red marker are placed. The docks have 
received some desperately needed TLC and most of them have been pres-
sure-washed. I would like to thank the extraordinary team of volunteers who 
came out to help. A big Thank You to the following members; Chris Johnson, 
Andrew Steenbuck, Frank Quigley, Jim Gordon, Alexi Stavropoulos, Jerry Gray, 
Chris Ruckman, Woody Evans, Mike Holland, Mike Spollen, Mark  Reilly, Adam  
Roca, Fred Brown, Jimmy Ortiz and Mark Barbaro who was kind enough to let us use his boat to place the 
buoys. Without your dedicated service the club/marina would not be what it is today. Thank you all.

Now it’s time to get to know your neighbors. With the boats moving into the marina, we are starting 
to see some new faces. Take a minute to greet your neighbors, new and old, with a warm hello. Lend a 
hand if need be or perhaps just a cold beer.  A list of the slip assignments is posted on the website and 
downstairs in the clubhouse. Give it a glance to learn the people assigned to your dock. They will be your 
neighbors for the entire season, so start that friendship early. As the marina becomes more populated, 
we need to be considerate of our fellow marina members. If you need to schedule an activity on your dock 
or within the marina, if you need to schedule the work dock, or any other marina related activity, please 
coordinate it through the marina chair. Please don’t take matters into your own hand as you may not be 
aware of the planned activities of other slip holders and conflicts may arise.

Your monthly reminder; if you have not already done so, please verify your information on the members’ 
only side of the website is up to date. The boat and member information contained within must be cur-
rent and accurate. The club relies on this information to keep each member informed of the goings on and 
in the event of an emergency. If the information is not correct and we can’t reach you, it may result in dire 

Marina Director
John Binette
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consequences. Please keep our club safe and take the time to review and update the information. 

Finally, embrace the 2021 boating season through active club membership. Volunteer to help with activ-
ities or events. This will help you meet new people and it will make for a better experience and a better 
club. If you are aware of any issues within the marina, please shoot an email to marina@mvyc.net identify-
ing the problem and its location and it will be resolved.

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

Hooray, it’s Spring! And most of us “oldies-but-goodies” have gotten our 
shots! Soon this COVID-19 will be gone and allow us to get back to something 
more normal. We have to go slowly and carefully and with the grounds 
activities we are fortunate because what we do is outside, and outside is 
wonderful now (even when it is pouring rain).

Speaking of activities, in early March we had a lot going on.  On Saturday 
March 6th, about 15 volunteers worked with Roger Bowers to trim back our many luxurious, 
ornamental grasses so they can grow their fluffy 
fronds again this year. All the liriope framing our 
gardens also got a trim because the lush new 
leaves started to come in, and the old ones had to 
go. Then on Sunday March 7th, a few dedicated 
volunteers trimmed the 19+ rose bushes we have 
in our various gardens. We made quick work of the 
roses, and now they can focus on lots of beautiful 
blooms.  Thank you to all who volunteered their 
time. The grounds are looking great!

This put us ahead of the game for our next fun 
grounds activity, the glorious Spring Clean-up, 
which was Saturday April 10th.  This was a premier 
activity of the club. Old friends and new club 
members were able to meet for the first time! Just 
what the doctor ordered. Since all the trimming 
was done, we were able to focus on spreading 
mulch, fertilizer and weed killer on the grass and 
the gardens. We even had time to plant a few 
annuals. All fun stuff.

The bulk mulch arrived the day before, and 
volunteers fell right into an organized assembly 
line of mulch scoopers, wheelbarrow dumpers, 
and fine-tuned rakers of the gardens. And that’s 
to say nothing of the manicured look the final leaf 
blower was able to provide! We even used the 
leftover pallet of mulch bags from last fall. Despite 
the forecasting, we had a perfect spring day, 
and the grounds look great! Thanks to the many 
volunteers who showed up we were done in about 
2 hours! Wow!

A few days after the clean-up, Roger Bowers and 
I planted 4 pink spring-blooming camellias, by 
the name of ‘Mrs. Lyman Clarke’. They are located 
to the right of the drive, after the brick wall, but 
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before the iron gate. I have great expectations for them as they mature. They will add a little more 
color to our entrance.  Say ‘Hello’ to the ladies as you drive in!

Recently the bulkheads between Inner W dock and D dock had holes and gaps filled in to reinforce 
the bulkheads; this was done by Ricky Mullins and his team. I contracted Ricky to raise up and level 
out the ground as it approaches the bulkheads to slow down the water running off the driveway/
parking lot as it goes toward the bulkheads. This will hopefully allow water coming down the hill to 
soak into the ground first or run over the bulkheads, not into the bulkheads to further erode them. 
He also added some soil around the paths approaching the docks where they drop off too much, 
then finished with some compost, grass seed and straw on all the new soil. Please try to avoid this 
area as the new baby seed takes hold.

Later in the Spring I plan to install an above ground sprinkler system or soaker hose system in the 
Point Garden. This is to avoid all the watering we had to do last year. If you have experience with one 
or both of these feel free to offer me guidance or recommendations. Until then, enjoy our lovely 
grounds!

Ship Store
Come check out in store and orderable 
items for your summer boating needs! 
Cooler  bags, tote bags, visors, hats, 
sunglass straps, even tow hitch covers!  

Also now available, MVYC Dolphin logo! 
Kids swimming on the swim team this  
summer? We now have a MVYC Dol-
phins logo that can be put on embroid-
erable items! 

Need an official’s shirt? Now is the time 
to order for the summer swim season!  

Contact Lisa Franklin at ShipStore@
mvyc.net to make an appointment to 
shop in stock  and/or view orderable 
items. Some items are  
available in tall and up to 4X.  

Here are some recent special order 
items:



www.mvyc.net The Beacon May 2021

April was a good month at MVYC with lots of fun events happening.  It started 
off with the kickoff of the new corn hole league – we have 12 teams playing, and 
there was some good friendly competition.  We are in for an exciting season.  
There were lots of fans out as well, hanging out, cheering friends on, and just 
enjoying a fun night out.  We then had our once in a lifetime Frostbite and Sock 
Burning event.  It was a great turnout and a special 
day to finally get to celebrate two long standing 
MVYC traditions.  Finally, we had our first (of hope-

fully many) 
food trucks 
come out to 
the Point to 
share deli-
cious sea-
food with us.  
May will be 
another busy 
month for 
the club.  We 
will start off 
by having 
our annual 
Commissioning Day on May 2nd, where the club will celebrate 
the start of boating season.  While the event will be somewhat 
scaled back from previous years, it will still be a celebration not to 
be missed.  Then, 
on May 7th, there 
will not only be 
another Friday 
night of corn hole, 

but our first TGIF 
of 2020 hosted 
by the Curcios 
and the Kuletzs.  
This will be 
outside down at 
the point, so it 
should be a very 
festive evening.  
The next eve-
ning, May 8th, we will have another food truck, Puddin’, coming 
and serving up some delicious comfort food.  
Finally, we are all anxiously awaiting the opening of our new 
pool.  Planning is underway for a Grand Opening ceremony and 
party that will kick off a great summer at the pool.
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Social

Social Director
Lindsay Alexander

April was a good month at MVYC with lots of fun events happening.  It started off with the kickoff of the

new corn hole league – we have 12 teams playing, and there was some good friendly competition.  We

are in for an exciting season.  There were lots of fans out as well, hanging out, cheering friends on, and

just enjoying a fun night out.  We then had our once in a lifetime Frostbite and Sock Burning event. It

was a great turnout and a special day to

finally get to celebrate two long standing

MVYC traditions.  Finally, we had our first (of

hopefully many) food trucks come out to the Point to share

delicious seafood with us.

May will be another busy month for the club.  We will start off

by having our annual Commissioning Day on May 2nd, where the

club will

celebrate

the start of

boating

season.  While the event will be somewhat scaled

back from previous years, it will still be a

celebration not to be missed.  Then, on May 7th,

there will not only be another Friday night of corn

hole, but our first TGIF of 2020 hosted by the

Curcios and the Kuletzs.  This will be outside down

at the point, so it should be a very festive evening.

The next evening, May 8th, we will have another

food truck, Puddin’, coming and serving up some

delicious comfort food.

Finally, we are all anxiously awaiting the opening of our new pool.  Planning is underway for a Grand

Opening ceremony and party that will kick off a great summer at the pool.

April was a good month at MVYC with lots of fun events happening.  It started off with the kickoff of the

new corn hole league – we have 12 teams playing, and there was some good friendly competition.  We

are in for an exciting season.  There were lots of fans out as well, hanging out, cheering friends on, and

just enjoying a fun night out.  We then had our once in a lifetime Frostbite and Sock Burning event. It

was a great turnout and a special day to

finally get to celebrate two long standing

MVYC traditions.  Finally, we had our first (of

hopefully many) food trucks come out to the Point to share

delicious seafood with us.

May will be another busy month for the club.  We will start off

by having our annual Commissioning Day on May 2nd, where the

club will

celebrate

the start of

boating

season.  While the event will be somewhat scaled

back from previous years, it will still be a

celebration not to be missed.  Then, on May 7th,

there will not only be another Friday night of corn

hole, but our first TGIF of 2020 hosted by the

Curcios and the Kuletzs.  This will be outside down

at the point, so it should be a very festive evening.

The next evening, May 8th, we will have another

food truck, Puddin’, coming and serving up some

delicious comfort food.

Finally, we are all anxiously awaiting the opening of our new pool.  Planning is underway for a Grand

Opening ceremony and party that will kick off a great summer at the pool.



www.mvyc.net The Beacon May 2021

FrostBite/Sockburning

Pictures courtesy Jim

Brown

Traditions continued!!!
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MVYC Corn Hole League 
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May 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

7
Corn Hole 

League 6pm
TGIF 6pm

8
Food Truck on 
the Point 4pm

9
Mother’s 

Day

10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17
Board 

Meeting 
7pm-9pm

18 19
Garden 

Club Board 
Meeting 

9am-1pm

20 21
Corn Hole 

League 6pm

22

23 24 25 26 27
House Rental 

All Day

28 29
Power Fleet Raft 

Up 11am

30 31

MVHS Student Athlete Awards
Mount Vernon Yacht Club would like to extend a tremendous congratulations 
to the MVHS Fall Sports student athletes for their hard work, dedication and 
success, both on and off the field/court.  The following member students 
received awards at the recent MVHS Fall sports banquet: Grace Kelly—Gun-
ston District Player of the Year, First Team All-Region, First Team All-District 
& MVP, Volleyball; Brandon Santangelo—MVP, Cross Country; Sarah Binette—
All-District Honorable Mention, Goalie Field Hockey.  

The following member students received scholar athlete recognition for 
maintaining a GPA of 3.5 or better while being a student athlete at the varsi-

ty level:  Diana Binette, Natalie Santangelo, Adelaide Wise, and Elizabeth Wise—Field Hockey.  Great job 
by these and all our member student athletes.
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June 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Membership 

Meeting 8pm

4
Corn Hole 

League 6pm

5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18
Corn Hole 

League 6pm

19

20 21
Board 

Meeting 
7:30pm-
9:30pm

22 23 24 25 26

Graduation is coming

Help Celebrate their Success
It’s the most important day of their lives –
help them celebrate. Please send

pictures and a short bio of your graduate to Beacon@mvyc.net. Let us
shine the spotlight on their accomplishment in our June Beacon.

Edited by Grace
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Ask Helen
Dear Helen,

I was excited to see the new microwaves in the Club kitchen. Is there anything special we need to know 
about operating these, particularly the one that has convection heating?

Sincerely,

A Member who Might Have Previously Experienced a Metal Twist Tie vs. Microwave Incident in a Kitchen

Dear Microwave Incident Member,

This is indeed a very exciting development for our little kitch-
enette! A convection microwave oven is a superior appliance 
to a traditional microwave because of its versatility and com-
pactness. A convection microwave can do everything from 
popping popcorn to roasting a turkey or baking a cake. These 
are great for small spaces like the yacht club kitchenette or on 
a boat where you might need that culinary versatility but do 
not have a lot of space.

It also solves your metal problem because while microwaves 
are not “compatible” with metal, you can use metal trays in the 
convection microwave. That said, make sure that you’re using 
the convection function on the microwave or you will have a 
similar twist-tie experience on your hands.

Where traditional microwaves can leave food soggy due to the steam created through this heating meth-
od, convection uses ambient heat and a fan that blows the hot air at the food to cook it quickly. The best 
way to take advantage of this appliance is to use the microwave and convection feature simultaneously. 
Get your dish started using the microwave function then finish it off with convection to prevent soggi-
ness and to get that crispy exterior. And then bake me a cake while you are at it. Just leave it addressed to 
Helen.

PowerFleet
The Memorial Day Raft up will be on Saturday May 29th in Pohick Bay. High Tide is at 11AM. This is a 
“no-host” raft-up; usually gets going around noon-1pm-ish and generally continues past the cows going 
home. Just show up and hail “MVYC raft up” on Channel 68 to coordinate your arrival and positioning. 
When arriving or departing, please have fenders positioned, lines ready and ensure all crew and guests 
are alert to all instructions for safety of all. ALL are welcome to join us for this first major raft-up of 2021! 
Please see upcoming emails for more 
information.

I also would like to thank Gene, his crew 
and the speakers for a hugely success-
ful first ever combined FrostBite and 
Sock Burning events. Many thanks to 
Monika Ortiz too for the “Sock”. What a 
way to kick off the boating season!

MVYC Red Brown Summer Cruise will 
be heading to Coles Point Marina Fri-
day August 13th – 15th. Please contact 
Coles Point at (804) 472-4011 or email 
info@colespointmarina.com for Slip, RV 
and house reservations. Let them know 
you are with the MVYC group. We have 
the Pavilion reserved and will be ready 
for any weather. Get your reservation now! We will send out more information as August draws near.
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