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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
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The wearing of green, the burning of 
socks, the coming of spring…yes, my 
friends, March is here.

As we look ahead, however, it’s important 
to note that we certainly were not 
slackers in February.    

First, a big thank you to all the members who submitted their 
2020 membership renewal forms and dues payments on time. 
For anyone who is scratching your head, confused, that may 
mean you have not yet sent in your forms and payments. 
Please contact membership@mvyc.net and Linda Sudhoff will 
help you navigate away from that state of confusion.
Next, while we didn’t get a big winter wallop, I am happy to 
report we were prepared nonetheless.  Thank you to Scott Kraft 
and the marina committee volunteers who kept the bubblers 
operational and provided essential oversight ensuring that 
boats and docks remained in ship shape.

The mellow weather helped keep our fuel tank project on 
schedule.  Jerry Gray worked with the folks from Tanks Direct 
who extracted the old, underground tank, and put the new 
tank and pump in place leaving Judy McCarthy and the grounds 
committee plenty of time to create a beautiful garden to 
surround it.  This is but one of the spring refresh projects on 
the list, so, on Judy’s behalf, I’m calling all those with garden 
tools and a green thumb to help.
In other news, there was a changing of the guard of the Power 
Fleet as Mike Holland turned over the helm to Jim Walton. Mike 
deserves our tremendous gratitude for all his leadership over 
the past few years and we also thank Jim for stepping up now 
to guide the fleet forward.  

Mike, Jim, and the rest of the Power Fleet members have put 
together a fantastic schedule of events for the 2020 season 
and I encourage everyone to join in as many as you can. The 
Power Fleet organizes events during the boating season that 
are designed for boaters and non-boaters to enjoy.  

Whether it’s a power fleet event, a TGIF, or a social committee 
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event, all MVYC activities have as the number one objective bringing people together to have 
fun and make new friends. Even if the event is casual, thanks go to the people who organize, 
host, participate, and clean up.  No volunteer effort is too small and all efforts are appreciated.  
If you are new to the club, I would encourage you to consider jumping in by hosting a TGIF or 
joining a planning committee. 

Finally, the upcoming months promise to be busy.  The best way to know where your time and 
talent may be needed and where your contributions would be most appreciated is to come to 
the monthly membership meetings and stay on top of your MVYC emails.

MardiGras 2020

Save The Date
Sunday, May 3, 2020
Commissioning Day
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Social News

Social Director
Kevin Facklamn

It’s March, the days are getting longer and you are probably anxiously 
awaiting the pool, the boat commissioning, or a combination thereof as you 
dust off those Mardi Gras beads! How about the Spring TGIF itch?
 
Make sure to come out on Friday, March 6th TGIF as Scott and Rebecca “take 
those old records off the shelf”! It’s a vinyl records TGIF hosted by Scott 
and Rebecca Williamson. Bring your favorite albums (please label with your 
name) and our DJ will play requested selections during the night. Preferably 
ones that we all know words to so we can sing along. Trivia and nostalgic 
stories throughout the night will also be on the agenda. Usual TGIF rules apply. If you have no 
albums to contribute, no worries. Peruse our DJ library and select a tune from them.

 

Please consider teaming up with another member (new members, this is a great way to use 
your sponsors) to host your own TGIF. We have plenty of dates available that aren’t hosted.
 
Speaking of new members, the Thursday, March 6th social committee meeting will be at 7 PM 
and we will focus on planning for the New Member’s Party. This is a marquee event for our club 
and always features a fun theme, music, dancing (or just moving around with a drink in your 
hand), and sometimes a few pool splashes thrown in for good fun. Please join us if you can help 
lend a hand or have an idea that needs some incubation.
 
It wouldn’t be March without (no, not March Madness) St. Patrick’s Day! Dan O’Keefe and a 
loyal bunch of revelers have a great St. Patrick’s Day party planned for Saturday, March 14th. In 
observation of this fun annual party, there is no TGIF Friday, March 13th. (Who wants a TGIF on 
Friday the 13th anyway….or maybe this is a great idea for a future TGIF).
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Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

Spring is approaching and what happened to Winter!  I wasn’t finished 
hibernating and reading my book!  I guess global warming is a real thing!  
There is usually still a March surprise of four to six inches of white fluffy to 
entertain the kids with a snowman, a little sledding, a snowball fight, and 
makes a mess of traffic for us adults.  

But it has been warm early and the daffodils have been sticking their noses 
out of the mulch and buds are forming on the shrubs.  The other day I pruned the rose bushes 
out front, about three weeks sooner than I thought I would need to, but the sap was rising 
sooner than usual.  With all this in mind I have scheduled the Spring Clean-up Day for Saturday, 
April 4th. 

It’s a little earlier than in the past, but so is everything else.  We will need all hands on deck that 
morning, starting at 9 am.  There are lots to trim, clip, cut back, and mulch.  Please join us for 
the comradery and welcoming of spring.  It is a great time to volunteer and meet members you 
know and members you have yet to meet.  Bring your rakes, clippers, shovels, chain saws, weed 
whackers and gloves.  Hopefully I will remember the coffee and donuts!  

Oh and a special shout out of thanks goes to our Super Gardener Roger Bowers for all the 
grasses he planted along the fence and outside the entrance gates!  It will provide a beautiful 
background to the property line this summer!

Spring Clean-up Day at MVYC !!!!
9 AM Saturday 4 April 2020

Bring your tools and your enthusiasm!
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Welcome Aboard to Bob Kirk and Katie Basinski!  Bob and Katie 
recently moved into their new home on Ferry Harbour Court and 
have been busy combining and consolidating two households into 
one. They are looking forward to becoming involved in their new 
community and making new friends. Bob has two adult sons Ryan and 
Colin, and they are all looking forward to boating, fishing, and spending time on the water. Bob 
spent a decade working with local youth baseball and swimming organizations. He created the 
South County Little League Capital Improvement Committee and served as a Stroke and Turn 
judge and timer for many Crosspointe Swim team meets. Katie is a mental health therapist 
and the school social worker at Mount Vernon High School. For the past fifteen years she has 
coordinated the Princess for a Night event which provides prom attire for students for free.

A Fond Farewell! As you may expect, this is a time for changes in our membership. Gordon Hill 
(1982); Richard and Alice Ess (1990); and Donna Kamm (2001) have decided to enter into the 
ranks of our “extended family”. Please join me in thanking them for their contributions to the 
Club and to wish them well.

Coming Soon! Our current membership stands at 226 and we have two new applications. 
Charlie Zyzyk, endorsed by Chris Ellis and Dave Curry; and Constantine (Gus) Polichron and 
Holliday (Holly) Hurd endorsed by Norman Bradford, Dave Curry and Bob Kirk.

Annual Dues and Fees! Thanks to all for submitting your annual forms and payments. Getting all 
of the paperwork completed will take a little bit, but checks will be deposited, slip assignments 
will be made, and volunteer lists will be distributed to all of the committees.

If however, you are reading this and have not yet sent in your annual dues, fees and volunteer 
forms, I am afraid late fees are accruing on all unpaid balances. Only members who have made 
timely payments can be considered for marina slips, so please make sure to get your checks and 
forms in, ASAP.

Please contact me directly at membership@mvyc.net if you have any questions or problems.

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Mar 16 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, Apr 20 @ 7:30pm

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, Mar 5@ 8:00pm
• Thu, Apr 2 @ 8:00pm
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TopTech Computer Repair
Home of the Eldest Geek

8332 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA - 703-436-4756

SALES - REPAIRS - SERVICE
Computers - Servers - Laptops

Repair & Upgrade! 
ANY Problem ANY Computer

It does NOT Matter!

   

Craig Baker - Alexander Guthrie
Danko Drincic - Mohamed Abdula

Over 45 Years of Experience - Since BEFORE the PC!

New - Used - Repair - Data Recovery - Service Contracts
Custom Programming - Website Development

SIX MONTH warranty on our used laptops!
SIX MONTH warranty on all repairs!

FREE ESTIMATES - Pickup and Delivery

SPECIALS WITH THIS FLYER FOR MVYC Members:
$40 OFF your purchase (over $200) 

or $30 OFF any repair!

Open 6 Days a Week

10am - 7pm Mon-Sat

cdb@toptechva.com

www.theeldestgeek.com

www.toptechva.com 

Hello to all club members, I have just returned from visiting family in Florida 
and want to thank those members of the board and House volunteers that 
supported the house while I was away.

We have an upcoming elevator and fire inspection, due within the next few 
weeks, let›s hope that the inspection goes well.

As we have mentioned previously the club now uses Amazon for a number of supplies.  This 
brings up an opportunity to the kitchen to be cleaned and reorganized for better storage.  Anyone 
wishing to help please contact me, so we can schedule a time and date.  

A reminder to all club members that glass bottles, per Fairfax County instruction, are now 
considered trash and not recycling.  So please put the glass bottles in the trash until we can 
set up a process to deliver to a recycling location.  As always, please empty trash and recycling 
containers to remove odors. As well, thank you for turning off all lights / TVs and pulling the 
shades shut when you leave.  Hope to see everyone at the many opportunities the club provides 
for winter festivities.  

House

House
Terry Scott
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Super Bowl Sunday

Sunday February 2, 2020 found Mike Holland and John Binette in a very unusual situation.
For the first time since 2016, their favorite New England Patriots were not going to be taking the 
field. Rather than sitting back, Mike & John stepped up and hosted this year’s party. The party 
goers were treated to the great variety of goodies that accompany most MVYC gatherings and a 
great comeback by the Chief’s. As usual a “Happy” Pokey won the 50/50.
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March 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Yoga Class

9:00am

4 5
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

6
Yoga Class

9:00am 
Vinyl Records 

TGIF 7pm-
10pm

7

8 9 10 
Yoga Class

9:00am

11 12 13
Yoga Class

9:00am 
No TGIF 

Decorating 
for St.Patricks 

Day Party 
7pm

14
St.Patricks Day 

Party 7pm

15 16
Board 

Meeting 
7:30pm-
9:30pm

17  
Yoga Class

9:00am

18 19
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08

20 
Yoga Class

9:00am

21
Sock Burning 

2pm

22 23 24
Yoga Class

9:00am

25 26 27 
Yoga Class

9:00am

28

29 30 31
Yoga Class

9:00am
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april 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

3 
Yoga Class

9:00am

4

5 6 
PRYCA 

Commodore’s 
Dinner 4pm-

10:30pm

7 
Yoga Class

9:00am

8 9 10 
Yoga Class

9:00am

11

12 13 14 
Yoga Class

9:00am

15 16 
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-

08

17 
Yoga Class

9:00am

18
House Rental 

All Day

19 20 
Board Meeting 

7:30pm-
9:30pm

21 
Yoga Class

9:00am

22 23 24 
Yoga Class

9:00am

25 
House 

Rental All 
Day

26 27 28 
Yoga Class

9:00am

29 30
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Marina
Well, I just got back from a short excursion to Florida and I will confess 
that I am now more than ever ready for boating season!  Sigh... soon 
enough, soon enough.

By the time you are reading this, I trust everyone has dutifully submitted 
their slip requests forms and know that I will be busily making slip as-
signments over these next two weeks.  As always, we do our best to ac-
commodate everyone, but it is also important to remember that we are foremost a community.  
For every change in slip assignments, there is a ripple effect (no pun intended) across the marina.  
As such, we all must remain willing to cede some of our individual preference for the privileged 
benefits we enjoy from being club members.  

To aid in the slip assignment process, I trust you have submitted all required information.  Per our 
Marina Rules, “Incomplete and/or incorrect applications will not be considered, and will be re-
turned for resubmission. Applications received on or after March 1st will be considered only after 
all applications received before March 1st have been processed.”  

Please also ensure that your boat information is current on the MVYC website.  To do so, click on 
the “Members Login” button on the homepage and sign in.  Once there, click on your name in the 
Members Directory and scroll down to “Primary Boat” information and make sure all necessary 
information is current, correct, and complete.  Know and heed the 3  C’s!  I’ll be cross-checking 
the information on your slip request form with this information.  Specifically, if your insurance 
policy is not current, you will not be given a slip (and there is currently a waiting list for slips).

As the tragic fire at the Alabama marina in late January proved, we must each and all be responsi-
ble for our collective safety.  Providing accurate information is an easy and important part of that 
responsibility.  

Thank you. 

Grounds Director
Scott Kraft

St. Patty’s Day

Come join the party 
Saturday March 14th at 7:00 PM

Enjoy:
Shepherd’s pie • Corned Beef • Sides & Salad
Beer/Wine • Special Cocktail • Soda/Water

Live Irish music at dinner • Only $20 per Person
RSVP to events@mvyc.net
Deadline is Tuesday March 10th
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BoatUS
From the Pages of BoatUS Magazine 

One of the best ways to get ready for the 
2020 boating season is to get our safety 
equipment ready.

Checking that we have the proper life 
jackets for family or frequent riders is 
essential.

Children grow and boating activities 
change and life jacket needs can change.

Take the time to be sure that you have 
more than just the required number of 
jackets.

Have the ones that match your needs.

It’s the most important 
day of their lives – you 
don’t want to miss it! 

Graduation is coming
Please send pictures of your graduate
It’s their time to shine in the spotlight 

Graduation
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Celebrate Equinox, Waning of Winter and the Advent of Sandal/Boating Season! 

Annual Sock Burning! 
Saturday, March 21, 2020 

 

 
3:00 (Dinner bell at 4:00PM) 

 
Whip-up your best chili or soup/chowder recipes and compete in the 

“MVYC Chili & Soup Cook-off” 
 

Potluck contributions of side dishes or desserts welcome! 

 
Toppings/cornbread provided; Drink “annex” with usual clubhouse choices ($1 contribution) 

 

  
Family-friendly activities: 

2nd Annual Potato Sack (sock) race prior to ceremonial burning of the socks (sacks) 
 

 
 

Enjoy music, camaraderie, bonfire and a few crazy stories!  
(Event sponsored by PowerFleet) 

Sock Burning
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Storewide
20% - 40% Off 

Fine Jewelry, 
Watches & Giftware*

6 5 t h A n n i v e r s a r y  S t o re w i d e  S a l e

Now thru March 31, 2020

Family owned and operated for 65 years.
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Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Lane 
Alexandria, Virginia
22309

We invite MVYC members to submit articles, 
photos, and paid advertisements by the 15th of 
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