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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Dan OKeefe

Well, I think all of us are hopeful that the 
Memorial 
Day weekend 
weather is the 
last winter 
intrusion into 
our transition to summer. On what 
is normally a busy weekend at the 
gas dock only a few hardy souls 
got to benefit from Angie and John 
Gaydos’s raising the bar on dockside 
service.  In addition to smiling faces 
they were serving mimosas, coffee, 
and donuts. Frank Quigley is going to 
have to search hard to find a follow 
up to that operation. Although the 
weekend started on a sour note all 

that participated in the Power Fleet sponsored ”Cook Out on the 
Point” were grateful to be able to enjoy a bit of sun, some good 
food and camaraderie to cap off the weekend. 
May weather was not all bad, we did begin the month with a 
bright and shiny Sunday for our annual Commissioning Day 
ceremony. While the wind proved a challenge to my reading 
my prepared speech that was probably a good thing. It did not 
hamper the important blessing of the fleet and all the associated 
toastings.  Thanks to all that participated.
May did see a continued expansion of our social schedule. Our 
traditional TGIF activity was reignited with Tom and Gale Curcio 
teaming with Bob and Maureen Kuletz to host our first one. 
Lindsay Alexander scheduled DC Puddin for some outstanding 
cajun fare and Bread pudding to die for. Look for more food truck 
events in June. Also the House is again available for rentals so get 
your special event on the calendar
May weather has been a challenge for our pool construction 
project. We are certainly not where I hoped we would be when 
I wrote last month’s Bosun’s Whistle. I know that this comes as 
a disappointment to everyone, but, I think our plans for a grand 
opening ceremony on June 13th are going to have to be delayed. 
As of this writing our contractor is optimistic that completion by 
later in June is attainable. Jennifer Henderson, our Swim Team 
Coordinator has been proactive in preparing for this circumstance 
and has already arranged for the team to begin practicing at 
MVCC and has arranged to have a first home meet rescheduled as 
an away event.  Kudos to Jenn for keeping our Dolphins a priority.
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While we have had to focus on the pool replacement and the associated increase in financial obligations, 
we can not take our eye off our other capital assets and their need for maintenance and/or repair. I 
have asked Past Commodore Alexi Stavropoulos to head our Planning committee. Past member Dave 
Miskimens established an inventory of most of the club assets as well as a tool for tracking when 
replacement could be expected. I have asked Alexi to oversee the continued use of Dave‘s efforts to plan 
for maintenance, repair and replacement of everything that we rely on for our continued club enjoyment. 
As in past years, in an effort to allow everyone to relax, spend time on their boat, or on a family vacation, 
during the May membership meeting a motion was made and approved to suspend regular membership 
meetings for June, July and August. So, get out and enjoy a great summer. Enjoy your Club.
One final item is for those new members that may not be aware, that many club members will be 
heading up and down the Potomac or out to the Bay for overnight, weekend or longer trips . The club 
is hosting  our “Red Brown” memorial cruise to Coles Point in mid August  and the Potomac River Yacht 
Club Assoc is holding their “Float-In” at Coles Point on the last weekend in July. In between the two 
many club members will be heading out to the Bay. If this type of boating interests you there is more 
information  in this issue or contact Jim Walton(powerfleet@mvyc.net) or for float-in questions contact 
Pat McCarthy. Happy Boating!!

The 2021 Float In is on the schedule for the last weekend in July. If you would like additional details the

complete registration link is below. Please coordinate your registration with our PRYCA delegate, Pat

McCarthy, at mccarthyjj@hotmail.com

https://mvyc.net/wp-content/uploads/PRYCA-2021-Registration-Form-0521202120210521-1-19177.pdf
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Pool Update
Pool Project: Update #5
Gene Diotalevi

Upon reading this, Memorial Day will have passed and the hole in the ground that should be filled with 
sparkling clear water is now a hole still filled with only cement.  We’re making progress, but weather and 
other construction challenges continue to slow down the progress.  So, what to expect:

You will start to see the tile and coping being installed this week.  Weather permitting, you’ll see the plas-
ter being applied and the pool filled with water early next week.  Plumbing and electrical are near comple-
tion and the deck is being prepared for cement as soon as we fill the pool.  

The pool opening ceremony is still in the works, but that may slide to the following week as we have 
concerns about damaging or scarring the new concrete and pool plaster.  Considering this is a once in a 
generation project (previous pool was built in 1969), we do not want to open for the sake of opening – we 
need to take the time to open when the deck and pool have been cured properly.  While the general con-
tractor has said “light use is probably ok,” we must look at this from a long-term perspective and protect 
our investment.  

We have twice-a-week status meetings.  At this point, we will likely push back the opening until late June, 
please look for more details.  This is a difficult decision, but an important one in how we manage the in-
vestment and long-term health of the pool.  On the bright side, our swim team will be conquering and the 
membership will be enjoying a new pool very soon.

With May arriving, and things opening up, we’ve all been able to socialize a bit 
more at the club. The corn hole league has missed a week, but the competition 
continues and always draws a good crowd. We are all anxiously awaiting who 
will be the champion. May has also brought the return of TGIFs at the club.  The 
Curcios and the Kuletzs kicked things off with a great party, even considering the 
restrictions that were in place at the time. We hope to continue having more of 
these gatherings over the summer.

We had another food truck, this time with southern food, visit the point and it seems to be something 
everyone has enjoyed. We have a Mexican food truck, Pakos Tacos, scheduled to be up by the pool on June 
20. We are working to schedule more food trucks over the summer.
Speaking of the pool, we are also planning a big grand opening celebration for the pool. It will be an excit-
ing day for everyone to finally get to enjoy this project that we have watched develop over the past year. 
We will be announcing the winner of the 50/50 raffle, so please make sure to buy your tickets now! The 
other half of the proceeds will go to support the swim team.  

Social

Social Director
Lindsay Alexander

We are happy to announce the arrival of the
newest MVYC club member. Brent and Sarah
Fries welcomed the arrival of Robert Charles
Fries 9lbs 7ozs on May 25th, 2021.

Please join me in congratulating Ebba Jo
Spettel, our most senior club member on the
occasion of her 50th Anniversary as an MVYC
member. Ebba Jo, her husband Charles and 4
children joined MVYC on June 3rd, 1971
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occasion of her 50th Anniversary as an MVYC
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 Please join me in 
congratulating
Ebba JoSpettel, our 
most senior club 
member on the oc-
casion of her 50th 
Anniversary as an 
MVYC member. 
Ebba Jo, her hus-
band Charles and 4 

children joined MVYC on June 3rd
, 1971

We are happy to announce the arrival of the
newest MVYC club member. Brent and Sarah
Fries welcomed the arrival of Robert Charles
Fries 9lbs 7ozs on May 25th, 2021.

Please join me in congratulating Ebba Jo
Spettel, our most senior club member on the
occasion of her 50th Anniversary as an MVYC
member. Ebba Jo, her husband Charles and 4
children joined MVYC on June 3rd, 1971

We are happy to announce the arrival 
of the newest MVYC club member. 
Brent and Sarah Fries welcomed the 
arrival of Robert Charles Fries 9lbs 7ozs 
on May 25th , 2021.
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Membership News

Greetings Fellow MVYC Members!  

It has been another busy month for membership at MVYC! We welcomed 
Bonnie and Jason Manuel and Bruce McElhaney to the Club this past 
month and now have 231 member families. Our pipeline is still very robust 
with four families approved by the Board and on the waiting list and four 
applications pending Board approval. Thanks again to our membership 
committee members Janice Spollen, Jeannine Simmons, Mary Schoen, and Sean McCarthy who 
helped with five interviews this month!

 Here is a little more information about our new members:

 Jason and Bonnie Manuel have been married for nearly 11 years, and have a 5 year old daughter, 
Sadie.  They met at a mutual friend’s wedding in Virginia, and began dating long-distance.  

Jason is originally from Louisiana. He served in the Navy for four years, and moved to Virginia to 
attend William and Mary for Law School. He then moved to the DMV to work for the Department of 
Justice, where he has been employed for the past 15 years in various departments.

Bonnie is from New York (and also lived in Arizona and Vermont), and moved to Virginia in 2009. She 
is a licensed clinical therapist and work with adolescents and adults. She established her practice in 
2013 in Old Town Alexandria

The Manuel’s are looking forward to being part of the community and getting to know other 
members! 

Bruce McElhaney has lived at 9401 Coral Lane his entire life. Once construction on the house 
was completed in June 1958, the family moved from Belle Haven apartments to Yacht Haven. 
The McElhaney family joined the Mount Vernon Yacht Club in 1964. Bruce was on the swim team, 
the canoe and kayak team, and rode his decorated bike in many 4th of July parades through the 
neighborhood. They also had a boat docked at the club in the 1960s.

Bruce attended Woodley Hills Elementary, Stephen Foster Intermediate, and graduated from Mount 
Vernon High School in 1977. He worked for Fairfax County for a short time after high school and then 
was hired as a computer assistant in the U.S. Army Engineer Center and Fort Belvoir, and retired in 
January 2018 with 36 years of service.

Bruce enjoys filling the flower boxes on the porch just as his Mom did for many years. He has
played the organ since the early 1970s and still takes weekly lessons. In addition to swimming at 
the Yacht Club, he also swims at the George Washington Recreation Center during the cold months. 
Bruce’s other interests include weather, antique cars, and planes.

Welcome to the Manuel Family and Bruce McElhaney!!

Membership Director
John Skudlarek

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, June 21 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, July 19 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, Aug 16 @ 7:30pm

Membership Meetings:
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Sean Franklin 
 
Congratulations to Sean Franklin, Fordham University 2021 graduate! Sean 
graduated Summa Cum Laud and a member of Phi Beta Kappa with a 
double major in Economics and Urban Studies, and a minor in Computer 
Science. After a few weeks of traveling, he will begin work in August at Sia 
Partners, a NYC consulting firm.  
 
 
 
 

 
Alexandra Gray 
 
Bishop Ireton Class of 2021 
Joined MVYC when she 
Was 18 mos. old, 
member of the Dolphins 
Swim team. 
Starts College this fall at 
Colorado University in 
Boulder, CO. 
 

 
 
Jackson Adams 
Prek Graduate May 2021  
Frog Pond School  
Will attend Waynewood Elementary for kindergarten  
Can’t wait to join the swim team this summer!  
Wants to be a firefighter and construction man when he grows up.  
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Marina
Summer is here. Let the fun begin. Along with the fun comes responsibility. 
This is an important time to remember that while we can and will have a ton of 
fun, we must also be safe…for everyone’s sake. There are many things we can 
and must do to make sure our time on the water is as safe as possible and to 
be prepared for any event. Here are a few basic safety measures to have and 
do prior to leaving the dock. Vent your engine compartment properly before 
turning your engine over. Have a fire extinguisher. Have enough properly sized 
life jackets for all the passengers aboard your vessel before you get underway. 
Have a functioning VHF radio.  Handhelds are great and can come into the water with you if necessary. 
Have a few unexpired flares handy. Have properly functioning lights for those after dark excursions. Have 
a good anchor size for your boat with enough line for those day ruining breakdowns. Keep an air horn 
aboard to signal those other boaters who may not be paying enough attention. Get a Boat US member-
ship. It is a small price to pay for a very large expense on those occasions when you may need a tow. As 
MVYC members you can get a small discount on membership. Having these things and being prepared for 
the worst will help ensure you have the best time while out on the water.

Another event that we as marina users need to be prepared for is a hurricane. This starts by making sure 
your personal information on the backside of the website is current and up to date. The club uses this in-
formation to contact our members in the event of an emergency. It is most certainly in your best interest 
to make sure we can reach you. Following is a link to a BoatUS hurricane preparedness page.

Hurricane Preparation for Boaters - Hurricane Center - BoatUS

Please take the time to review the articles on this page. It offers a wealth of information about what steps 
to take to secure your vessel. Click on the Boaters Guide at the bottom of the right column to learn about 
specific things you can do to help keep your vessel safe. Don’t wait until it is too late.

This season we will again see a heavy amount of boaters, old and new. While this is great, it could also 
lead to trouble as many of the boaters will not have the experience level necessary for every situation. 
Making sure you are educated and prepared is the best way to combat this.  Last year we heard about 
many tragic events. Bad things can happen very fast on the water. Take the time to become educated 
about boating safety to help ensure we have a great and safe boating season. 

As always, if you are aware of any issues within the marina, please shoot an email to marina@mvyc.net 
identifying the problem and its location and it will be resolved.

Marina Director
John Binette

Swim Team
Our Dolphin Swim Team cannot wait to jump in our pool! We are 
traveling to The Country Club of Fairfax for our first meet, on 
June 12. There is still time to join the fun! If you would like to be a 
member of the swim team, come check out a practice to meet the 
coaches, other swimmers, and to see all the fun we have. Keep 
your eyes open for information on club wide events hosted by the 
Swim Team. 

We have four home meets this season. Join us poolside to vol-
unteer, to have breakfast, lunch, and refreshing beverages at our 
concession stand, and most importantly, to cheer on our Dolphins! 
Meets start at 9:00 am. See you on deck! 
 
Saturday, June 12 @ The Country Club of Fairfax 
Saturday, June 19 @ MVYC vs. Springfield Country Club 
Saturday, June 26 @ MVYC vs. Springfield Country Club 
Saturday, July 10 @ MVYC vs. Hidden Creek Country Club 
Saturday, July 17 @ MVYC vs. Mount Vernon Country Club
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Just a couple of reminders--
 I’ve noticed recently that a lot of walkers & bicyclers use the auto gate 
instead of the pedestrian gate. I’d like to encourage anyone NOT in a motor 
vehicle to use the pedestrian gate—consider the following: the auto gate is 
motorized—lots of moving parts, power, etc. In case of failure of any of those 
moving parts, more harm & pain is possible if you are not protected by your 
motor vehicle. Every time you open the auto gate you engage all those moving parts & power: what a 
waste of energy. You have to stop your bicycle anyway, so please dismount and walk thru the pedes-
trian gate. And dogwalkers, really?
 Unlicensed motorized vehicles are not authorized on club grounds.
 Contractors must be accompanied by a Member in good standing unless they are already on 
the approved list.
 Non-household family members should not have access to MVYC property except when ac-
companied by a Member in good standing, as defined in the Rules.
 Household family members(defined as Dependents in Rules) should have a limited access 
device for access to grounds & pool only—minimum age limits apply, maximum age limits do not—De-
pendents are allowed inside the clubhouse only when accompanied by a Member in good standing.
 Remote gate access is available only for Members in good standing—not dependents or 
non-family household members.
 Dependents are not authorized to admit guests to grounds unless accompanied by a Member 
in good standing or for direct ingress to vessel in the marina. Guest vehicle admission is authorized 
only for Members in good standing.
 The speed limit is still 5 MPH.
Let me know if you have questions or need an access device.

Bonnie  Breneman
Security@mvyc.net

Security

Bonnie Breneman
Security Committee 

Chairman

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

We are having a glorious Spring!

The new grass by the bulkheads is growing, the knock-out roses are blooming, 
the recently planted geraniums out front are happy and pink (thank you Karen 
Knudsen for the assist in planting), the vines are covered with flowers, the 
hibiscus are sticking their noses out of the soil getting ready for those saucer 
size blooms in the summer! Soon the gardenia and magnolia will be fragrant with 
beautiful white waxy flowers, to be followed by the crepe myrtle and abelia later 
in the summer. And let there be light, thank you to Mitchell Mutnick and Jim Nelson for replacing the tall 
light at the Point and fixing the burgee line on the flagpole.

There are a few things yet to come regarding grounds. Two of the tall evergreen shrubs from around 
the pool are to be transplanted before the brick wall to the right of the entrance of the club.  This will 
probably happen once the pool is complete. Also a few of the shrubs around the Point Garden did not 
survive the winter and are to be replaced by Betty’s Azalea Ranch.  Additional upcoming efforts involve 
installing a sprinkler or soaker hose system at the Point Garden and planting some Black-Eyed Susans 
all about that garden. They should be quite decorative throughout the summer. I will be asking for 
volunteers to assist with both of those projects, so standby.

Enjoy our beautiful grounds!
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Gas Relief?
If you are looking for home-made remedies for excessive chili intake, this is not the place. But if you want 
to save a little extra moolah on fuel for your boat, read on! Did you know that fuels (gasoline, diesel fuel, 
blended fuel, alternative fuel and aviation fuel) that are purchased in Virginia and used for specific purpos-
es, may be eligible for a refund of all or part of the Virginia motor fuels tax that was paid?
It’s true! A refund of the Virginia fuels tax paid on purchases of fuel in quantities of five gallons or more 
shall be granted to any person according to Va. Code 58.1-2261 who establishes that they have paid the 
fuels tax and such fuel was used for an eligible use. Fuel used in operating or propelling recreational and 
pleasure watercraft is an eligible use. Read on to find out more.  

How?
You may submit your application for a fuels tax refund by mail or online. Online submission allows you 
to submit and track the status of your refund(s) at your convenience and reduces processing time so 
that you will receive your refund sooner than if submitted by mail. URL for online submissions is https://
www.dmv.virginia.gov/dmv-fueltax/#/.  Registration is required the first time you use the Fuels Tax Online 
Refund system, thereafter, logon with your email address and the password you have chosen for your 
account. A copy of the mail in form can be downloaded at https://mvyc.net/wp-content/uploads/ts2171.
pdf

How much? 

Currently the motor fuel tax rate is 21.2 cents/gallon. However, refunds will be subject to current retail 
sales and use tax, which is a baseline of 4.3%. The motor fuel tax rate changes each year on July 1st.  
What information?
To submit a refund claim, you will need to provide the refund claim period, number of gallons, fuel type 
(gas, diesel, etc.), how the fuel was used, and other information required for the type of refund claim you 
are submitting. The system will guide you through the application process and display messages when 
the fuel receipts or other documentation is required to be submitted to DMV.  Please let our gas dock 
coordinator if there is information not deemed acceptable to DMV and we will work to correct that.  

When?

Any purchases within the last year.  Invoices/tickets/receipts to support the refund application must have 
a date no more than 12 months prior to the date the refund application is received at DMV. 

Specifics for Boats?

Yes, boats/watercraft must be validly registered at the time the fuel was purchased. The boat registration 
number must be provided when you file the claim. DMV will verify Virginia and US Coast Guard registra-
tion numbers and expiration dates. If your boat is registered outside of Virginia, you will need to submit a 
copy of your boat registration via email, fax, or US mail. 

What if I lost my receipt? 

As a special service to our volunteer members, we maintain a copy of your receipts for a year. Please con-
tact the gas dock coordinator to get a copy of your receipt.  

Other questions? 

Refer to the Virginia website at https://www.dmv.virginia.gov/dmv-fueltax/#/faqs

Frank Quigley

Fuels Tax Refund
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65th 

Commissioning 
Day 

2021  
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  Thanks to Kathy Ichter and her “Team” for hosting a wonderful event. Thanks also to 
Tom Curcio our Master of Ceremonies, Chris Ruckman our Master of Sound Systems, 
and John Leary Cannon Master. Special thanks to the Honor Guard from Girl Scout 
Junior Troop 2426. 

 

Pictures courtesy of Traci Newcomb, 
Russell Poe, Sean McCarthy,and Jim Brown 
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MVYC in Brief:  1956-1986

By Peyton Diotalevi, Historian

In May 2021, while reviewing old documents to include in our time capsule for the June pool ded-
ication, I came across a brief history of the first 30 years of MVYC.  A number of the dates on this 
timeline weren’t known to current MVYC members, including the age of the current pool (which 
we know now was built in 1969).  Please enjoy this reproduction of the first 30 years of MVYC 
history, in brief.

1956: Certification of Incorporation for the Club filed on June 20.

1958: First big investment approved for construction of pool and bathhouse ($27,600).

1959: New financial plan approved, calling for surrender of $300 in bonds by each member in re-
turn for $300 in stock.  Each new member is required to purchase a $300 Membership Certificate.

1960: Floating dock with 24 slips constructed, electricity and water added, and a gas pump 
installed.  Construction stared on first clubhouse (addition of a second floor to the existing bath-
house).  Approximately $6000 was budgeted.  The first Commodore’s Ball was held in 1960.

1961: MVYC was accepted as a member of the Chesapeake Bay Yacht Clubs Association.  An ABC 
license was acquired, permitting the club to serve beer and members to bring their own liquor to 
the clubhouse.  The clubhouse was completed at a cost of $7,500 on a pay-as-you-go basis.

1962: The lagoon was dredged and silt used to create an additional 3/4 acre area (now known as 
The Point).  The swim team was organized, and a “women’s auxiliary” called the “Shipmates” was 
organized.  $45,000 was borrowed to build the bulkhead on the Point with expenditures not to 
exceed $32,000.

1964: The Bylaws were revised to redefine types of membership.

1965: The first Commissioning Day was held.  Boating memberships were established for boat-
ing activities only.  Charter members were not eligible.  The clubhouse interior was enlarged by 
enclosing the deck, which increased capacity from 72 to 109 persons.  Also, the Green Dolphin 
Award was established – to be eligible, a person must have “experienced an unplanned encounter 
with slimy green algae-infested water.”

1966: The Point was established as a picnic area, and tables and charcoal grills were installed.

1969:  A new pool and bathhouse were built, and an additional standing pier was constructed

1970: An addition to the Club with a new bar and kitchen were built, and capacity was increased 
to 200 persons.

1977: Bulkhead repairs were financed by selling $31,500 worth of $500 certificates to 29 mem-
bers, which would pay 9% interest annually for the first two years.

1982: Major upgrade of marina electrical and water systems was completed.  A lawsuit was set-
tled involving club property surrounding the lagoon.

1985: The first Hydrilla Award was presented to the member most “discommoded by the filthy 
weed.” 

Club History
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June 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
Corn Hole 

League 6pm

5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18
Corn Hole 

League 6pm

19

20 21
Board 

Meeting 
7:30pm-
9:30pm

22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

Ask “The Eldest Geek”
MVYC’s self proclaimed eldest geek has offered to assist Beacon
readers with answers to most computer related questions. Just
submit your emails to askme@theeldestgeek.com. He will answer
your questions directly.

To start us off. I would like to know. What is the best way to
transition to a new computer?

I want to make sure that I move all my data and necessary software
to my new computer and then I want to make sure I clear everything
off my old computer so that I can safely get rid of it. I don’t know
where to begin.

Thanks,

An old computer saver

Edited by Grace
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July 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
House Rental 
6:00-11:45pm

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19
Board 

Meeting
7:30-9:30

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

TopTech Computer Repair
Home of the Eldest Geek

8332 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA - 703-436-4756

SALES - REPAIRS - SERVICE
Computers - Servers - Laptops

Repair & Upgrade! 
ANY Problem ANY Computer

It does NOT Matter!

   

Craig Baker - Alexander Guthrie
Danko Drincic - Mohamed Abdula

Over 45 Years of Experience - Since BEFORE the PC!

New - Used - Repair - Data Recovery - Service Contracts
Custom Programming - Website Development

SIX MONTH warranty on our used laptops!
SIX MONTH warranty on all repairs!

FREE ESTIMATES - Pickup and Delivery

SPECIALS WITH THIS FLYER FOR MVYC Members:
$40 OFF your purchase (over $200) 

or $30 OFF any repair!

Open 6 Days a Week

10am - 7pm Mon-Sat

cdb@toptechva.com

www.theeldestgeek.com

www.toptechva.com 
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Ask Helen
Dear Helen,

With the emergence of the 17-year Brood X cicadas now upon us, do you have any advice on how to get 
through the next 2-4 weeks and make the best of it?

Sincerely, 
Bugging Out

Dear Bugging Out,
I definitely have an appreciation that not everyone is excited about the arrival 
of one of nature’s most dramatic displays.  For readers who have not lived in 
the area during one of these you may not even be aware of what is about to 
happen. Each year we have some quantity of cicadas that you can hear singing away in trees during some 
summer months and they can be pretty loud, especially if they are in a tree right above you. You might 
see a few hatchings, but I’d guess you don’t even notice on a typical year.
I am not sure of the numbers for the seasonal population and a quick Google search was not helpful but 
let’s just say for the sake of argument there’s 100 or even 1000 per acre.  Periodical cicadas will emerge at 
a volume on average of 1.5 million per acre. That means watching them in huge numbers crawl out of the 
dirt, hatch on any vertical surface they can find, and eventually get up into high branches where they will 
sing (scream?) until they mate, lay eggs, and die.
It will be gross and messy and loud, no doubt about it. Your dog or cat may eat too many and throw up. 
Cicadas don’t bite or sting and aren’t poisonous; they have no defense mechanisms which is why they 
have to come out in such large numbers in this case so that a percentage of them will survive all of the 
things eating them.  
Now that we are all up to speed on what is about to happen, I will say that it will be unpleasant to be out-
side for a while unless you can find a way to embrace it and enjoy it for the rare, magical event that it is. 
Immerse in the emergence.  Put away your bird feeder over the next few weeks because as they start to 
come out, you will have loads of birds to watch, snacking on these high protein insects. There will likely be 
other animals enjoying the feast as well you might not see every day.
The noise will be loud, but it is pretty incredible to experience and it is only temporary. You can contex-
tualize it by remembering that these guys have been waiting 17 whole years to sing for you; try and be a 
good audience. And if you really want to immerse yourself in the emergence, many people find them to 
be quite appetizing. In fact, there is an entire cookbook of recipes dedicated to cicadas ranging from pre-
paring them in pasta dishes, roasting, and even chocolate dipped. Most recipes recommend eating them 
in the early stages, shortly after they hatch.
What can I say? If you can’t beat ‘em, eat ‘em. They are Keto friendly, after all. 

PowerFleet
Summer is approaching quickly, and we have a season full of events. Start ordering your decorations for 
our patriotic annual Parade of Lights on July 3rd. Heading into the end of July we have the PRYCA trip to 
Cole Point Marina. Jul 31st to Aug 1st full of friendly competition and cheer.   See MVYCNews for details 
and reservation information. We need all the help we can get to Bring Back the Cup. A great trip for RV’s 
too!  

Many of our club boaters take advantage of this trip for a long weekend or a trip out to the Bay - this 
year is no different. After the weekend PRYCA festivities, several members of the Power Fleet are taking 
“Mitchell’s Run” to explore the southern Chesapeake Bay for a 10 to 14 day cruise. Contact Powerfleet@
MVYC.com for details.   

Our return will sync with the MVYC Red Brown summer cruise weekend of Aug 13-15th, also at Coles 
Point Marina. RV’s are also encouraged to join us, and cabin rentals may be available as well. Please con-
tact Coles Point at (804) 472-4011 or Email: info@colespointmarina.com for Slip, RV and house reserva-
tions. Let them know you are with the MVYC group. We have the Pavilion reserved and will be ready for 
any weather. Get your reservation now! We will send out more information as August draws near.

Closing out the Summer event schedule will be our Brunch Cruise for all MVYC members to Old Domin-
ion Boat Club in Old Town, Alexandria on Sunday Sept 19th. Details will be sent as the date approaches.
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BUILT FOR THE ICE DIVER
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