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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Lauren Bazel

It’s finally time for bathing suits and boat 
shoes! I hope everyone had a relaxing 
Memorial Day weekend. If you spent it 
enjoying the pool, take a moment and thank 
Alexi Stavropoulos. He worked hard over the 
winter and spring with engineers and divers 
to fix what was ailing our pool. With fingers crossed and sunscreen 
in hand, everything finally should be ready for a wonderful and safe 
season.

School is winding down and families have vacations in their sights. 
Sherry Catron is getting the swim team back in action, so welcome 
to all the new Dolphins and welcome back to all our returning 
swimmers. Swimming is fun, a great way to exercise, and a valuable 
life skill. If you missed the kick-off banquet but are interested in 
having your children participate in the swim team, please reach 
out to Sherry. For the rest of us, there are two home meets on the 
Dolphins’ schedule, and we should all be poolside to cheer them on. 
Mark your calendars now!

You may be noticing that repairs and projects have been more 
intense and more frequent. We traditionally work hard to keep 
our facilities in ship shape but this year, we have tackled just a bit 
more than usual. On the positive side, the refreshed grounds look 
amazing. Roger Bowers is single-handedly winning the war on
weeds and the new flowers and plantings are taking hold beautifully. 
It’s setting a great first impression for visitors and guests alike and 
makes us all feel proud when we drive through the gates.

Ricky Mullins and Brian Groark have been working on water lines 
around the marina and putting together a plan to address any 
additional issues affecting the water supply to the docks.
They also are overseeing a plan to triage the areas around the 
bulkheads that are most in need of repair. Doing smart maintenance 
will extend the life of the bulkhead walls for many more years and it 
is something we can tackle with volunteer muscle.

In the house, we are in the process of updating the furniture, starting 
with new barstools. Terry Stott has put in the order and a full set of 
new barstools – to complement the new granite countertops – they 
should be arriving in about six to eight weeks. These will replace the 
stools that have seen more than their fair share of parties and events 
but are getting a bit too rickety.

(continued on pg 2) 
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 Bosun’s Whistle (continued from pg 1)

Moving back outside, the pool continues to challenge us. Our “bathing beauty” was installed in 1968 and 
is showing its age. As we keep our focus on maintaining the current pool for as many more seasons as 
we can, we also will be doing a “deeper dive” into the costs, process, and optimal timing to rebuild this 
Club jewel. Nothing is imminent but we are making sure we are prepared.

Pool woes were not our only ones, however. The gas pump also decided that this year was a good year 
to retire. The pump motor has to be enclosed in an explosion proof case and qualified repair facilities 
are limited. Frank Quigley and Jerry Gray are working hard in search of a solution and we very much 
appreciate the patience of all the boaters as we work through this. The well-worn fuel pump is connected 
to a well-used underground fuel tank. As we look out on the horizon, potentially facing expensive pool 
repairs in the coming years, we are less comfortable leaving the fate of the fuel tank to chance. We 
are now compiling what we will need in order to recommend a plan to the membership for fuel tank 
replacement.

Even though this all sounds a bit daunting, it is manageable thanks to the hard work and attention of 
many volunteers. Stay tuned for updates on these projects and look for opportunities where you can roll 
up your sleeves and help out.

But we are not “all work and no play.” Quite the contrary. Commissioning Day at the beginning of May 
was spectacular. The rain didn’t dampen our enthusiasm for officially kicking off boating season, and 
Kathy Ichter and her committee pulled off quite a festive event.

If you were not able to make it, you also missed the special honor bestowed on MVYC by the Mount 
Vernon Crew Team. As many of you know, our club has supported the team over the years and 
taken great pride in the success of the rowers. In 2006, in honor of our 50th Anniversary, the team 
commissioned one of their boats, the MVYC Commodore, but unfortunately, she, along with several 
others, were damaged by storms two years ago. At this year’s ceremony, Coach James Kirk announced 
they purchased a new boat, and in recognition of MVYC’s continued support of the team, commissioned 
her the Commodore 2 . It is common
practice to give ships a female name, so the irony that the MVYC Commodore was commissioned during 
the tenure of former Commodore Bonnie Breneman and the Commodore 2 was commissioned during 
my tenure, was not lost on either of us. It will be wonderful to see that boat racing on the water and we 
all wish the crew team much success this year.

The month of June is the month we give an official welcome party in honor of all our newest members. 
The date is Saturday, June 22 and the theme is “Island Time.” We will have live music from “Tommy & The 
Bahamas,” catered luau-themed dinner, and festive libations. The festivities will be poolside (weather 
depending). Details are in this edition of the Beacon and will be emailed out as well. Don’t run the risk of 
an empty cup and empty plate because we didn’t tell the caterer to count you in! The deadline for RSVP’s 
is June 14.

There also are TGIF’s planned, raft-ups to attend, and plenty of socializing around the firepit to
do. Summer’s here and the time for fun has begun!

It began with a flurry of activity, the smoothing of tablecloths, the clinking of china cups, the just so placement 
of silver. The tea kettles were assembled to boil the water, the teapots were lined up at the ready with tea.  
Lemon wedges were cut, a plate of fresh mint leaves was presented. Sugar bowls and matching creamers were 
filled. The flowers arrived to adorn each beautifully set table. With the sudden realization that more ladies had 
responded than expected, two more tables of china and silver magically appeared. Now the platters of food 
were arriving. Sandwiches of all sorts, crusts removed, cut in diamonds or squares. There was chicken salad, 
tuna salad, pimento and cheese, peanut butter and jelly, and of course cucumber. It wouldn’t be tea without cu-
cumber sandwiches. There was a punch bowl of lemonade. There were pastries, a bowl of fresh fruit, cookies, 
pound cake cut into tiny little hearts, and of course Monica’s fabulous blueberry scones served with whipped 
cream and jelly. The hats and spring dresses began to float in. Hats befitting Ascot and Churchill Downs, wide 
brimmed and colorful, bumping as hugs were exchanged. There were mothers and mothers of mothers and 
plenty of scampering children under three feet tall, and quite poised teenagers taking it all in. There were many 
tiny prized bundles gingerly shared by grandmothers, and other bundles temporarily shrouded in mother’s 

Mother’s Day Tea
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arms for their own private elixir. As the hush became a joyful cacophony, the announcement was made that we 
had reached critical mass so please partake of the goodies.  Hot teapots were delivered and serious conversa-
tions at each table commenced. “What are your summer plans?” “How are the grandchildren in Seattle?” “How 
old is your youngest?” “I’ve finally finished planting my garden, now to attack the weeds.” The question was 
asked at the table, “Will you be Mother?” to determine who would receive the traditional honor of serving the 
tea.  Pictures were taken, platters were emptied, teapots were refilled, conversation was unceasing, the under-
three-foot crowd had left the tables and were climbing the sofas. The escape to a genteel and civil society was 
nearing its close.  The grand celebration had been consumed and enjoyed. Mothers were retrieving their chil-
dren. Thanks were graciously provided. Empty platters were gathered. Soon china was placed for safe transport 
in empty dishpans and laundry baskets. Tablecloths were folded, chairs stacked and tables rolled away.  As the 
baskets and boxes of supplies were carried back to the car a gentle rain began. As I closed the car door with the 
last box stowed, the rain commenced at a fever pitch, just enough to clean the bird poop off my windshield.
                       
                      -Judy McCarthy
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Sherry

MVYC Dolphin News
By the time you read this, our mighty Dolphin Swim Team will have had its first days 
of practice. The entire team would like to thank our pool chair Nicole Mahon and Alexi 
Stavropoulos for all of his efforts to get the repairs to the pool completed and ready for us 
to use.  

If you have a potential swimmer, please come check out practice during the first week of 
June. Come talk to our coaches, meet the other swimmers and see how much fun we have. 
Practices begin May 31st and are Monday-Friday. Our youngest swimmers, 8 years old 
and younger practice from 4:30-5:30pm and all swimmers over 9 years old practice from 
5:30-6:30pm.  

If you would like more information check out the team’s website at https://www.teamunify.com/Home.
jsp?team=recdcclmvyc

Important Dates:

June 14 at 6:30pm – the Swim Team is hosting the club wide TGIF Taco Night Poolside as our Fun Friday 
activity after practice. For a $5 we will have all you can eat Tacos until they run out. We will be making spirit 
posters and decorating with all things Dolphin to get our swimmers excited for the meet at home the next 
morning.

June 15 at 8:00am – Our first meet of the season! Come join us poolside and see all the action.  Amy Walker. 
Our Concessions Chair, will have some breakfast treat and coffee or lunch for sale for all you late risers. 

We are already making plans for our July 4th Celebration. It should be a fun day poolside from 11:00am-
4:00pm, you can grab lunch and then be a part of our wacky relays, water balloon games and the ever famous 
Pain Dive competition! A great way to have some fun before heading out to see the fireworks and support the 
swim team.

Boating season is here and the marina is back in action.  The no wake buoys 
were recently set out for the season.  A big thanks to Alexi for organizing this 
and Chris Johnson for use of his boat, along with the rest of the volunteers who 
helped.  Additionally, the marina ice maker is up and running and all dock water 
is back on with exception to IW.  Repairs to the “IW” water lines are in progress.  
As always, if you notice any issues at the marina (water, power, etc.) please 
notify me as soon as possible at marina@mvyc.net. 

I want to thank Frank Quigley for leading the efforts to get our gas pump back 
in shape, as well as all others that have provided assistance. 

The bulkhead study is still in progress.  The consultant engineer has completed the dive. However, 
they subsequently decided they wanted to come back for a second dive with additional equipment 
to perform further analysis.  Now that we have consistently nicer weather, we expect this to be 
completed shortly.  

Lastly, the “OW” rub rail project will be scheduled for Saturday, June 15th at 9am (weather permitting).  
We will be fastening the rub rail to all “OW” finger piers.  I’ll be sending out an email to the marina 
volunteers as we get closer.  

Marina

Marina
Brian Groark



www.mvyc.net The Beacon June 2019

Dolphin’s Season Schedule
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MVYC Summer Cruise will be heading to Coles Point Marina Friday
August 16th – 18th. This year Coles Point has started using snagaslip
( https://www.snagaslip.com ) for boat slip reservations. Please Phone:
(804) 472-4011 or Email: info@colespointmarina.com for RV and house 
reservations. Get your slip
reservations now! We will send out more information as August draws near.
Some pictures of last month’s Brunch Cruise to Old Dominion Boat Club.

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Scott Kraft

Just a short note from Grounds this month. Mostly, I want to say again just 
how grateful I am for everyone’s help these past few months getting our Club 
ready for Commissioning Day as well as for the upcoming Summer Season. I’ve 
received and appreciate all of the feedback – most frequently heard is, “the Club 
has never looked better!” Well, compliment yourselves as it’s our shared pride 
and ownership that is self-evident.

Just a reminder - please help us water our new flower beds in the front yard 
these next few months. I am seeking volunteers to sign up for our “watering watchbill”. Help us 
share this “labor of love” (about 25 minutes is all it takes). To help manage, organize and track this,
please sign up at:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Mdo5aB8D6IKViIgu_TiiLjmhvb7mHBZwleXyxnG8CW
Q/edit?usp=sharing

As you enjoy the Club these next few weeks and months, if you see something that needs
addressing, please let me know.

Power Fleet News

Mike Holland
Power Fleet Captain
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June 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1  
House Rental 

12:00 pm

2 3 4 5 6 
Social 

Committee  
Meeting 7:00 

pm

7                        8
House Rental 

12:00 pm

                       9
House Rental

All Day

                     10 11 12 13 14
Dolphins 

TGIF 6:30 pm

                     15
Swim Meet 

8:00 am

                     16                      17
Board 

Meeting 
7:30 pm

18 19 20
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08 

7:00 pm

21                      22
New 

Member’s 
Party All Day

                     23                      24 25 26 27 28
TGIF - Hosts 

Curcio & 
Kuletz

7-11:45 pm

                     29

                     30

House
As Summer begins the House is in good order! As you read this, we have just 
ordered new bar stools for the club, with expectation of delivery in about 6-8 
weeks.   We purchased the new stools from the  Blockhouse furniture company.  
This is the same company that we have purchased from before, the updated colors 
and lifetime warranty make it an easy decision.  The decision to purchase the new 
furniture was based on the age of the stools and several repairs that had to be 
made to them over the years to keep them safe.

The Club is presently considering selling the existing bar stools, so if you are interested, you can 
contact me at house@mvyc.net.  A belated thank you to Neal Beggan and his company for power 
washing the House, deck, chairs, and pool deck, just prior to Commissioning day. Although we paid 
for this service, we got more than we had expected, since they included the sidewalks and the brick 
entrances.   Reminder to all club members, Please empty all trash and recycling containers, that 
you have used,  to remove odors. As always, thanks for turning off the lights, TV’s, and pulling the 
shades when you leave.  Hope to see everyone out on the water, or at the pool soon, have a great 
Summer!

Thanks
Terry-House Director

House
Terry Scott
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July 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
MVYC Parade 

of Lights All 
Day

4
MVYC 4th 

of July 
Celebration

All Day

5                        6

                       7 8 9 10 11 12                      13
House Rental

All Day

14 15
Board 

Meeting 
7:30pm

16 17                      18
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08

7-10 pm

19
PRYCA Float 

In @ Coles 
Point Marina

All Day 

                     20 
PRYCA Float 

In

                     21 
PRYCA Float 

In

                     22 23 24 25 26                      27

                     28 29                      30 31

The Perfect Staycation Destination
School is out for the summer.  The weather is beautiful.  The dominant thought in your head is: “What am 
I going to do for my summer vacation?” Well, if faraway travels are not in the cards, look no further than 
our own MVYC for your perfect staycation destination.

Thanks to Past Commodore Alexi Stavropoulos, Director Nicole Mahon and the pool committee, the 
swimming pool looks both invigorating and relaxing.  Pull up a chaise lounge, lather on the sunscreen 
and enjoy!  Pool hours are posted on the website (www.mvyc.net).  When you need a break from the sun, 
respite can be found inside the clubhouse.  Just remember a few simple rules to keep us safe and secure: 

Only adult club members are permitted inside the house and you must use your keycard/fob to enter.  
Sorry, using the stairs by the pool and going in from the deck is not allowed.
No wet bathing suits in the house, please. 
All minors in the house must be accompanied by an adult.
Please make sure lights are out, TV’s are off, the shades are down, and doors are locked when you leave.
The beer locker MUST be locked after you have retrieved -- and deposited $1 for -- each refreshing 
beverage. 
As you claim your real estate by the pool also take a moment to introduce yourself to fellow staycationers 
you may not know.  Our Membership Committee, under the leadership of Director Linda Sudhoff, has 
brought in some wonderful New Member families over the past months.  There is always room for more, 
so please invite friends who may be interested in joining our ranks.
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Security News
As we proceed through the swim and boating season, the catchphrase is “If you 
see something, say something!” Our safety and security, with the increased use 
of our lovely facility, depends on all Club Members’ participation.

As a reminder, master access devices (cards & fobs) are only for use by Club 
Members, as defined in the Rules & Procedures document. Limited access 
devices can be issued to dependents for additional fees—please contact me. 
The  Rules & Procedures were adopted by the Board of Trustees for the benefit of all members. Failure 
to follow them can cause loss of privileges, so it does behoove each Club Member to read, understand, 
and share them with your dependents and guests. Don’t forget to log onto the MVYC website to update 
your own member record, including your boat data and dependents’ information, including month & year 
of birth. It is especially important to list ALL family members who live in your household. Also, I remind 
you that underage alcohol consumption is against the law and could have a negative effect on our ABC 
license. The entire lagoon and dock area is MVYC property and is subject to all club, local, and state laws.

We do have an MOU with Fairfax County Police to enforce state & county codes on private property.  For 
non-emergency situations, such as trespassers out at the point or anywhere around the MVTC Docks, 
call the non-emergency number, 703-691-2131. In an emergency, dial 911.

Onsite security issues should be addressed as soon as feasible with me, the senior board member, or the 
most recent past commodore who is available at the time of the issue.

Have a safe & secure summer!

security@mvyc.net

Security Chair
Bonnie Breneman

If you don’t have a chance to meet the newest of the new members poolside or dockside, you can also 
plan to spend great quality time getting to know those newbies on Saturday, June 22 at our annual New 
Members’ Party. 
This year, the theme is “Island Time,” and promises to be a tropical celebration that is not to be missed!
All the details are colorfully laid out elsewhere in this edition of the Beacon and will be sent around by 
email so keep an eye out.  The cost is $35 per person and the RSVP deadline is June 14.  A simple email to 
events@mvyc.net will ensure that you will be counted when we tell the caterer how much food to bring.   
Whether you are a swimmer, sun worshipper, boater, or just a lover of the fantastic view from the Point, 
there is a lot to enjoy at MVYC this summer and no better staycation destination!  
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Social News

Social Director
Rebecca Mebane-

Williamson

May started out with the Cinco de Mayo (Monika) TGIF on the 3rd. 
Thanks to the Ortiz’s for hosting this awesome event. On Sunday the 
5th, even though the weather didn’t cooperate, we still had a wonderful 
Commissioning Day. A big thank you goes out to Kathy Ichter and her crew 
for planning this event. The following Sunday, Pam and Blair Beggan hosted 
the ladies at another lovely Mother’s Day Tea.  

Make sure to RSVP now for the New Member’s Party on Saturday, June 22…. you won’t want 
to miss this event.  Pull out your favorite Island/Tropical attire and favorite flip flops and come 
welcome our newest members with delicious food, drinks, and music from Tommy and the 
Bahamas.   
 
Also mark your calendars for a TGIF hosted by the Curcio’s and Kuletz’s on June 28. 
 
Please note that we have several clubhouse rentals coming up in June.  If you see the “Private 
Party” signs, please be respectful of these rentals by staying out of the clubhouse, accessing 
the Crow’s Nest by the pool access hallway, using only the pool restrooms, and only the pool or 
marina ice machines.  Thanks you for your cooperation.
 
Our next Social Committee Meeting will be Thursday, June 6 at 7:00 
pm to finalize our planning for our New Member’s Party on June 22 
and to plan other summer activities.  All are welcome to attend.

June is the time we officially recognize, celebrate and welcome all 
of the new members who have joined our MVYC ranks over the past 
year. So mark your calendars for June 22 and plan to join us for a 
Tropical Celebration!
We will be officially welcoming
• Kim and Craig Baker
• Ryan Cummings and Maria Mancini
• Kevin and Astrid Haugh
• Janice Kephart
• Adam and Michelle Rosen
• Rachael and Seraph Townsend
And we still have more applicants in the pipeline!! So by party time I hope to add more folks to 
our newest member ranks. Applications are posted on our bulletin board.
• Keith and Roxanne Parks (endorsed by Phil Douffas and Linda Brown)
• Brendan Torrence and Ruth Braden (endorsed by Trish Enright and Teresa Dyer)
• Mike and Robin Cellini (endorsed by Noelle Dunn and Erik Thomas)
• Glen and Kendra Chambers (endorsed by Mary Bowers and Valerie Armstrong)

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, June 17  @ 7:30p
• Mon, July 15 @ 7:30p

Membership Meetings:
• 
• 
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Commissioning Day Report
I’m happy to announce that the fleets have been commissioned, blessed, and toasted in style, 
and the boating season is officially here!  Hurray!  Despite the rain, we had a good turnout (140 - 
150 members, VIPs, and other guests attended) for Commissioning Day, and everyone seemed 
to have a grand time, with the last of the partiers departing around 8 PM.  This Club definitely 
doesn’t let a “little” rain keep us down.

The success of the day is fully thanks to well over 40 members who contributed their time, 
talents, energy, cooking skills, pouring skills, and furniture moving muscle to the event.   Space 
does not allow mentioning everyone who helped, but each one was integral to the success 
of the day.  Thank you all so much for your help, stepping in to do whatever was needed!   We 
couldn’t do even a little bit of it without you.    

I want to make special mention of two groups of volunteers.  First, many thanks for the 
wonderful luncheon provided by Lois Drury and Karen Berl with assistance from Chip Drury, Bill 
Berl, Sally Wise, and grillmaster Deen McKillips.  The compliments were flying on the food, and 
those attending definitely left feeling that they had been spoiled a bit by the yummy buffet.  
Second, I want to thank Scott Williamson and Ira Schoen who had the “fun and joy” of being 
outside in the pouring rain greeting the VIPs and managing parking for the event.  They pulled it 
off with a great deal of humor despite being soaked through and through.    
After 2 years in a row of rain, we’re due for a sunny day next year.  Hopefully in 2020 more 
members will be able to decorate a section of fencing or their boats, a long-held tradition of the 
Club for the Commissioning Day festivities.  Pickings were slim in that area this year, but prizes 
were nevertheless meted out to the brave souls who did decorate in the rain to make the event 
even more festive and fun.  
Mark your calendars now for Commissioning Day 2020 on Sunday, May 3, 2020 at 2:00 PM!  
Volunteers are needed……….  
Kathy Ichter, 2019 Commissioning Day Chair 
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Commissioning Day
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BoatUS Releases Annual List of the Top 10 Boat Names

SPRINGFIELD, Va., May 23, 2019 – Each year, Boat Owners Association of The United States
(BoatUS) tallies the most popular boat names. The tradition dates back a quarter century, with the list de-
rived from adding up requests for boat name designs from BoatUS Boat Graphics. Each reveals something 
about the personality of the vessel’s owner.

The 2019 BoatUS Top 10 Boat Names:

1. Aquaholic: After a four-year absence from the Top 10 list, this popular boat name returns. Its appeal is 
in its intoxicating wordplay about overdoing too much time on the water. This kind of   imbibing, however, 
won’t give you a hangover – except maybe on a Monday morning when you have to go back to work!

2. Pearl: Sometimes a shortening of the name of the fictional ship in the “Pirates of the Caribbean” film se-
ries, folks who put Pearl on the transom likely know that their luxurious vessel has an understated luster.

3. Forever Young: While boating isn’t exactly like the Fountain of Youth, many boaters say the feeling of 
boating, sailing or fishing keeps them feeling young. A perfect name for maintaining a stress-free boating 
life.

4. Second Chance: This boat owner has likely had an opportunity for a do-over – be it with boating or a life 
challenge related to health, career or matrimony. It’s a reminder to take advantage of the chance to start 
over.

5. Squid Pro Quo: It’s clear this fishing vessel owner appreciates Latin, or at least perhaps understands 
that life is a game of give-and-take.

6. More Cowbell: A 2000 Saturday Night Live comedy skit featuring Will Ferrell and Christopher Walken 
pokes fun at taking things too far. Perhaps this boat is a little over the top as well.

7. Pegasus: A winged horse from Greek mythology that was capable of creating water springs just by 
striking his hoof into the earth. This boat name that connects earth and sky is commonly found on both 
sailboat and powerboat transoms.

8. Feelin’ Nauti: Who says you can’t be amorous while boating?

9. Why Knot?: These owners appreciate nautical wordplay and realize sometimes you just have to jump 
into things without over analyzing it.

10. High Maintenance: This term, sometimes used to reference a boat owner’s spouse, can also indicate 
that this vessel also requires much time, money or effort. A good choice for a high-performance boat.

Top 10 Boat Names

Ship Store
Father’s Day is just around the corner so don’t forget the Ship Store when shopping for your favorite 
boater.  By appointment: shipstore@mvyc.net or call Lisa at 703-746-8349.

I have a 3/4 zip fleece and a navy hat that were requested several months ago but have not been picked 
up.  Please contact me to purchase or they will be added to the Ship Store if not claimed soon!

-Lisa Franklin 



www.mvyc.net The Beacon June 2019

Memorial Day

 

First and foremost - Remember 

 

First in the Pool – A Beggan Tradition  

      

Sun, Swim, Feast 

  

and some Rafting 
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703-549-0011
609 King Street, Old Town Alexandria

Monday-Saturday, 10am - 6pm,   Thursday 10am - 8pm

KingsJewelry.NET

Family owned and operated for over 63 years

Jewelry
Kings’

Expert Custom Design
Turn your creative vision into reality

Original hand-sculpted designs
by our master goldsmiths

crafted with the utmost attention to detail. 

7.5x10 custom ad color.indd   1 3/23/18   2:14 PM
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