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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Dan OKeefe

I will admit to having dragged my feet in 
preparing this month’s Bosun’s Whistle. I did 
not want to have to repeat my earlier email 

regret that the 
pool would 
not be ready, 
but I also did not want to offer false 
optimism that the pool would be 
ready. It is now late on the 30th of 
June and after a few false starts I am 
willing to say that the Pool Grand 
Reopening will have a significant 
role in our traditional 4th of July 
celebration. I want to thank Gene 
Diotalevi for all his hard work over 
the past year and a half. In addition 
to the rebuilding project we see 
coming to completion, Gene has led 
us through the initial engineering 
task and the financing negotiations 
necessary to make this happen . 
Thanks Gene!
For those of you who have not had 

a chance to celebrate the 4th at MVYC, please make sure that we 
are part of your weekend plans. Things will kick off on Saturday 
night July 3rd with our ”Boat Parade of Lights”. This year the 
parade may be challenged by the tides but I am sure the follow up 
party on the docks will not be affected. See further details in Jim 
Walton’s Power Fleet article
July 4th starts with a morning of family fun softball at Grist 
Mill Park. Come on over and play or just cheer the teams on. 
Immediately after the game  return to the club for an old fashion 
children’s parade to open the gates to our new pool. We will have a 
BBQ lunch and an afternoon of water fun.
Speaking of water fun, the pool reopening will give our Dolphins 
the opportunity to host the final 2 meets of the season on July 
10th and 17th. Come on out and cheer them on. Our young 
swimmers need to know we are behind them.
The Beacon staff will be taking a break during July so there will 
not be an August Beacon. MVYC News will continue to keep us up 
to date so watch for your emails. 
Have a safe summer and remember no Fireworks on MVYC.
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1956 – 2021 

 
 

Please join the  
Mount Vernon Yacht Club  

As we plot a course to commemorate  
Sixty-five years of family, friends, and fellowship. 

 
September 11, 2021 

  
The Point 

 
Cocktails 6:00 pm 

 
Dinner 7:00 pm 

 
Dancing 8:30 pm – Midnight 

 
$50 per person 

RSVP to social@mvyc.net  
on or before August 11th. 
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This is an unabashed love letter to MVYC and its members. The past year and a half has been 
hard on everyone, but especially so for those of us who live alone. I could not seem to shore up 
my heart against all that was threatening us and keeping us isolated for so many months. The 
Point became my sole refuge for all that time. Piper and I could walk down at any time of day 
and find a friend to talk to even if distance and masks were mandatory. Piper could usually find a 
dog to play with and we can all agree that the setting is lovely.

During these months I delighted in meeting new members and long-time members whom 
I hadn’t seen for ages. I got to know people I’d never talked to before and I can safely claim 
to know the name of every dog in the club by now. I cheered for all the fishermen and their 
catches. We all shared stories of children and grandchildren, stories of trips taken and trips 
planned, stories of the “old days” at the club and wishful stories of what we would do once the 
pandemic was really over. At the beginning the first wish on everyone’s list was hugging our 
families and friends again without reservation.  

Well, it does seem as if the worst is behind us. Once again, we are hugging without reservation 
and can feel real joy in seeing each others’ smiles as we do so. I, for one, hope never again to 
take these small daily miracles for granted as we move on with our lives. The club and all its 
wonderful members were a very real refuge for me last year and I am very grateful to all of you. 
Thank-you.

With love of course,

Pamela

To MVYC with Love
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Well, life has pretty much returned to normal as far as social events at the club, 
and I for one could not be more excited about it. Summer is here! As we all anx-
iously await for the pool to open, the point has been busy with lots of folks out en-
joying each other’s company. We have had a few food trucks come, which have all 
had a great turnout, as well as the continuation of the corn hole league. It should 
be wrapping up here soon — I can’t wait to see who the winning team will be!

We have 4th of July around the corner, and it should be a great day. We are bringing back the annual soft-
ball game, so dust off your gloves and start practicing now. Later that day, we will have a children’s parade 
from the point up to the pool to kick off a day of fun and games and the pool dedication party. It will com-
bine all the fun pool games and activities that we always have for 4th of July (get ready for the belly flop 
contest!) but will also be a time for the club to fully celebrate the beautiful finished pool and welcome the 
club to enjoy the new pool. And of course we will be announcing the winner of the 50/50 raffle!
We have a few more food trucks ready to come serve you poolside this summer and hope to have some 
more fun events and TGIFs at both the point and the pool this summer, so be sure to check the weekly 
email as dates are announced. Also, planning has begun for the 65th Anniversary party scheduled for Sep-
tember 11th — please see the save the date and get ready to celebrate 65 years of MVYC.

Social

Social Director
Lindsay Alexander

Our young Dolphins might not have had their 
own pool to start their training program but they 
seemed happy to celebrate Lilly Alexander’s 6th 
birthday with cupcakes. The word is that these 
future Olympians they will be a threat for the 
2025 season.

Speaking of pools, our own finally began to 
take shape and hopefully by the time you are 
reading this you have had an opportunity to 
cool off in our new facility.
 
While we at home were enjoying cooling off 
in our own Potomac river the Roca and Off-
ringa families were teasing us with pictures of 
their boating adventures in the British Virgin 
Islands.

The Hayes’s also got into the teasing mode by reminding us of all the great southern cooking 
available while the vacationed in NOLA.

June at MVYC
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But Lindsay Alexander’s selection of food trucks continued to please all that ventured to the point 
to enjoy the variety of offerings. Her choice of the Kona Ice Truck and an ample supply of water 
balloons made for a great way to enjoy a Sunday afternoon. Pics thanks to Jane Mutnick.

Finally, many of us were able to end the month  by viewing the Mt Vernon Estate fireworks from 
the beautiful Potomac.

This wonderful picture stolen from Andrew Steenbuck’s facebook page.
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Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, July 19 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, Aug 16 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, Sept 20 @ 7:30pm

Membership Meetings:
• Mon, Aug 16 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, Sept 2 @ 7:30pm

Would You Consider Being on the MVYC Leadership Team?
Each year we elect new members to our Board of Director’s. The election may not be until November, now 
is the time to consider how you might want to contribute your talents to help steer the MVYC community 
into the future. Past Commodore Lauren Bazel has volunteered to lead this year’s nominating committee 
and I am sure she would be more than happy to discuss the opportunities and expectations associated 
with being on the Board. 

Please consider taking a more active role in our club Management.

This years Float In is on the schedule for the last weekend of the month. We have about ½ dozen MVYC 
boats regested for this event filled weekend. If you would like additional details the complete registration 
link is below. Please contact our PRYCA delegate, Pat McCarthy, at mccarthyjj@hotmail.com if you would 
like to learn more about the weekend.

https://mvyc.net/wp-content/uploads/PRYCA-2021-Registration-Form-0521202120210521-1-19177.pdf
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 Elizabeth Banks Campagna 
 
Elizabeth Banks (LizaBanks) Campagna graduated from UC Berkeley with a 
double major in film and political science. She was also a member of the Cal 
Bears DI Women’s Lacrosse program where she earned PAC 12 all-conference 
first team honors her Sophomore and Senior seasons, and broke a school 
record for draw controls. She will be attending graduate school on the East 
Coast in the fall. LizaBanks is the daughter of Christopher and Shannon 
Campagna.  
 

 
Sydney Catron: 

 
Sydney Catron graduated June 19, 2021 from New York University (NYU) 
with a BS in Neural Science with a Pre-Med Concentration and minors in 
Chemistry and Child and Adolescent Psychology.  She will be living in New 
York City for the next two years working as a Clinical Research Regulatory 
Assistant on Rheumatoid Arthritis drug studies at NYU Langone Hospital 
before applying to medial schools.  She swam at NYU and left her mark 
there as well with a school record in the 200 yard backstroke.  
 

 
 
 
 
Grace Kelly and Taylor Dean: 
 
Grace Kelly and Taylor Dean both graduated Mount 
Vernon HS this June.  Grace is going to Virginia Tech 
to study industrial engineering and compete on 
their volleyball team. Taylor will be attending 
Longwood University to study Kinesiology.  
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Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

The grounds are inviting, and the club is a great place to visit with a friend or a 
dog, or a book, or a beer, that is once you get past the (never-ending, soon-to-
be-completed) pool construction! Out front and down at the Point everything is 
blooming. Some new additions to the gardens are black-eyed susans surrounding 
the Point Garden. They should be showing their yellow and black eyes later in the 
summer. Five new “Spring Bouquet” viburnum and one new abelia have replaced 
those that were doing poorly in the Point Garden. Out front, behind the brick wall 
are four new Meadow Rue settling in. I cleaned up a swath of English Ivy off the hillside out front along 
the fence line before the brick wall at the driveway. This is in anticipation of transplanting two of the tall 
evergreen shrubs from around the poolside. These shrubs will replace the ones that used to be there, 
but suddenly died last year.  

Upcoming events include installing the above ground sprinkler system at the Point Garden. This is 
desperately needed because the hot days of summer will soon be upon us. I have ordered the various 

parts and await their delivery. Once we 
put it together the plants will enjoy a cool 
drink!  Also coming up is the horrible, but 
necessary job of weeding! We will have 
to do this a couple of times during the 
season with various bands of volunteer 
weeders on not too hot mornings! A week 
or so back we had our first weeding party 
in the front garden next to the parking lot. 
Susan Schultz dug in with great enthusiasm 
and weeds began to disappear! Thank 
you, Susan!  We also were joined by a fine 
young band of gentlemen, fresh from swim 
practice, pictured from left to right: Frank 
Genkinger, Zachary Thompson, Hayden 
Genkinger, and Lucas Thompson, Matt 
and Sherry Genkinger’s sons and Kelli and 
Peter Esser’s sons. These young men did an 
excellent job of digging deep and getting 
the weeds out by the roots! They provided 
two hours of volunteer time and now the 

front garden is beautiful! Thank you very much gentlemen! 

But most important, enjoy all the blooms and fragrances in all the gardens, both out front and back! We 
have gardenia, magnolia, hydrangea, roses, geranium, day lilies, coleus, black-eyed susans, viburnum, 
abelia, astilbe, hosta, and a little later in the summer saucer-sized hibiscus and deep red crepe myrtle. 

Enjoy!

Marina
The high temps have moved in and are here to stay. It’s time to find ways 
to beat the heat. The best way I have found is to get your boat out on the 
water. There are many great places to drop anchor and get in the water.  
Places like Belmont Bay, Pomonkey Creek, Mattawoman Creek, Pohick Bay 
& Wade’s Bay are all great spots to throw the anchor in and float about. Be 
sure to wear a life jacket as the current on the Potomac can be unpredict-
able and can surprise you very quickly. If you’re out on the open water I 

Marina Director
John Binette
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would also recommend using a line connected to the boats to which you connect to so you don’t end 
up down river struggling to get back.

There are also many great events that take place up and down the river. Our power fleet events would 
be my first recommendation. Take in as many as you can. Not only are they great fun, they are the 
perfect way to build your club community.  Beyond our events, there are the 4th of July Fireworks in 
DC, the Old Town fireworks, Mount Vernon fireworks and Tim’s fireworks. You can take in a few sunset 
cruises as the sunsets from the river can be spectacular. You can head to Old Town or National Harbor 
for Happy Hour or dinner. You can also visit a good many restaurants down river from our club with 
Tim’s on the Potomac or the many restaurants up in the Occoquan River. If you’re feeling ambitious, 
you can head even further down river to Tim’s 2, Rick’s, Port Tobacco, or Gilligan’s.

Get out on the river. Get in the water. Make time to enjoy your boat as much as possible. There’s noth-
ing better than water time. After all, wasn’t that the point of buying it in the first place? Just remem-
ber, safety first.

As always, if you are aware of any issues within the marina, please shoot an email to marina@mvyc.
net identifying the problem and its location and it will be resolved.

Swim Team
Our Dolphins can’t be stopped! We are swimming fast times and making lifetime friends. Con-
gratulations to the following first place swimmers from our first two meets: Victoria Henderson, 
Elizabeth Wise, Jack Thomas, Grace Kelly, and Zachary Thompson. A huge shout out to Zachary 
Thompson (1st), William Drury (2nd), and Kaiden Terra (3rd) for sweeping the 11-12 meter 50 
freestyle at The Country Club of Fairfax and Victoria Henderson (1st), Stella D’Angelo (2nd), and 
Delainey Earle (3rd) for sweeping the 8 & under 25 meter backstroke at Springfield Golf and Coun-
try Club.

 
At our first meet, we celebrated our lone senior, Grace Kelly. Grace 
is a second-generation legacy Dolphin. We have had the pleasure 
of watching Grace glide through the water since she was 5 years 
old. Grace demonstrates 
strong motivation, desire, in-
tegrity, confidence, courage, 
and the ability to teach and 
support her teammates and 
fellow athletes, no matter 
their team or their age. Grace 
has shown upcoming Dol-
phins what being part of a 
team was all about. Grace is 
one of our club’s most gifted 
swimmers. She has consis-
tently qualified for All-Stars 
throughout the years. Grace 
is a graduate of MVHS. She will be taking all the love and support 
from our Dolphins and her incredibly supportive family to Virginia 
Tech and playing volleyball. When you see Grace around the club 
or the pool – she promised she would be back to visit – please ex-

tend your congratulations on her well-deserved accomplishments in and out of the pool. We wish 
her continued success. Her journey is just beginning! 
 
We will be hosting home meets on July 10 and July 17. 
See you on deck!
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July 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Parade of 

Lights 9:00pm

4
Softball Game 

@ Grist Mill 
Park 10:00am

Pools Party 
12:00pm

5 6 7 8 9
Starr Wings 
Food Truck 

4:00pm

10
House Rental 
6:00-11:45pm

11 12 13 14 15 16
Going Away 

TGIF for 
the Browns 

7:00pm

17

18 19
Board 

Meeting
7:30pm-
9:30pm

20 21 22 23 24
Pakos Tacos 

Food Truck
All Day

25
Celebration of 

Life 10:00am

26 27 28 29 30 31
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August 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Swim Team 
Banquet 
5:00pm

2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13
Power Fleet 
Cruise to 
Cole’s Point 
12:00pm

Burgorilla 
Food Truck
All Day

14
Power Fleet 
Cruise to 
Cole’s Point

15
Power Fleet 

Cruise to 
Cole’s Point 

1:00pm

16
Board Meeting

7:30pm-
9:30pm

17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31
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Ask Helen
Dear Helen:
Who is responsible for disposing of the pile of driftwood @ the boat ramp?
Curious

Dear Curious:

Contrary to myth, there are no sprites, elves or leprechauns 
who dispose of the driftwood that has accumulated at the 
boat ramp.There are two options when a member first en-
counters such flotsam:

Preferred: push it out of the way--the tide brought it in and 
the tide will take it back out.

Second option: put it in a dumpster for disposal. Note: if you 
choose option 2, make sure the length actually fits inside the 
dumpster and the lid closes.

The bottom line: if you remove flotsam from the Creek, you own it. Dispose of it properly.

Thanks.
Helen

PowerFleet
Although our Memorial Day Weekend Raftup was a washout, our Memorial Day BBQ was hit! Many folks 
enjoyed a great afternoon on the Point while continuously devouring more than two dozen Power Fleet 
hotdogs! And a huge shout out to Cody Fincher for the prominent display of the American Flag in honor 
of the holiday remembrance.  

July 3rd is our annual Parade of Lights! Thanks to Chris Ruckman and Diane Wilson who have been run-
ning this Parade for many years now. The parade starts around dusk, but boats should be heading out to 
marker 67 around 8:30 pm to line up. The parade finishes with a big dock after-party.  All are welcome, 
so be sure to come down to the Point and cheer on the captains as they parade by.  

The Annual PRYCA Float-In is Jul 30 to Aug 1. “Mardi Gras on the Potomac”. We will need all the help we 
can muster to recapture the Cup. After that event, many MVYC boaters will explore the Southern Chesa-
peake Bay for a 10-14 day cruise, to return in time for our annual Red Brown summer cruise.

August 13-15th are the dates for this year’s Red Brown summer cruise. Contact Coles Point Marina for 
slip, RV, and cabin reservations. Or just drive down for the day ‘s traditional beach, pool, Yellow Birds, 
and Crab Fest activities. We have the Pavilion again this year to add to our convenience. Be “shore” to 
notify PowerFleet@MVYC.net if you can attend.
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