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“Hope smiles from the threshold of the year 
to come, whispering ‘it will be happier’…” – 
Alfred Lord Tennyson
 
Most of you may know that I am not the 
type to be spouting quotes from famous 
19th century poets. But for all who, like me, are thrilled to bid 2020 
farewell, this one is just right for now. 2021 certainly holds out the 
hope for a much happier time.
 
It is difficult to put together a January Beacon and not be able to fill 
pages with the details of all our activities. The lack of tree decorating 
TGIFs, Christmas parties, and New Year celebrations gave “Home for 
the Holidays’’ a whole different meaning. Skype, Facetime, and other 
virtual get-togethers can do in a pinch but they certainly can’t replace 
a hug from a loved one we haven’t seen in a while. 
 
At least we did not disappoint the children. We were able to arrange 
for Santa to visit the kids from our front porch. Not the same effect 
as his usual boat arrival but the children were happy to be able to tell 
him what they were hoping for this Christmas.
 
Though we must continue to be cautious, we can hope that the 
distribution of vaccines will free us from this period of forced 
isolation and enable us to return to the social community we have 
sorely missed. I know Jim Walton and Lindsay Alexander are trying 
to reestablish our social calendar at the earliest opportunity but I am 
almost certain that some of our early traditional activities will fall 
victim to the situation. If you have an idea that you feel might work 
please contact them. 
 
2020 has also challenged our pool replacement project. Working 
from home situations and staffing shortages have slowed our 
construction progress. However, 2021 is holding out hope for an 
early resolution to the permit issue and our contractor has assured 
us that he has a crew available to begin our much needed new 
facility.
 
January brings the need to approve our annual operating budget 
for 2021. It will be the main item on the agenda of our January 
7th membership meeting. The details of the budget have been 
distributed and I hope you have had a chance to review them. Since 
our meeting will again have to be a virtual one, I am requesting that 
if you have questions or concerns please email me at commodore@
mvyc.net and I will get you a response prior to the meeting. We need 
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a Quorum, I hope you plan to participate.
 
Finally, our annual membership renewal, slip requests, and volunteer commitments will be made 
available this month via the website. Keep your eye out for an email announcement. We have waiting 
lists for slips and membership so please submit your forms and payment before the March 1st deadline 
so we can be responsive to everyone’s needs.  
 
Let’s all hope for a happy and successful 2021!!

Membership News
Happy New Year everyone!  I am looking forward to working with all of you 
this year as the Chair of the MVYC Membership Committee.  We ended 
last year with 233 members, three families on the waiting list, five more 
families to be voted on by the Board in January, and one application posted 
on the bulletin board.  Wow!!!  This is all thanks to the great work of Linda 
Sudhoff and Teresa Dyer and the entire Membership Committee over the 
last several years.  Thank you all for your great work!! 

Please join me in welcoming our newest members, Christabelle Cook and Peter Webster.  
Christabelle and Peter recently moved to Yacht Haven where they are impressed at how friendly 
everyone is!  They enjoy boating, fishing, their two goldendoodles, cooking, traveling, red wine, and 
yoga (not necessarily in that order!)  Welcome!

ANNUAL DUES
The reminder with the Club web site link to the information and forms for Annual Dues, Slip Fees 
and Volunteering will be emailed to the entire membership this month.  Please print and submit 
your forms to the Club.  All are due in hard copy.  Forms and checks are due by February 28.

Although we are in great shape, I would like to maintain the momentum of the last few years in 
maintaining a strong membership program and welcoming new motivated members. If there is 
anyone you would like to refer for membership, please contact me at membership@mvycnet.  
Thanks!

New MVYC Applicant
Bonnie and Jason Manuel – 8424 Washington Ave – endorsed by Rachael Daigle and Lindsay 
Alexander – application posted December 7, 2020

Membership Director
John Skudlarek

January Membership Meeting
Since our December meeting, the continued surge in Covid-19 cases has 
driven Gov Northam to increase the restrictions on public gatherings. As a 
result, we will be required to conduct the January 7th membership meet-
ing as a virtual only event.

 This meeting is of particular importance because we will be considering 
the 2021 budget. A copy of the proposed budget was distributed via email 
on December 21st and can be accessed via the link below: 

 Budget: https://mvyc.net/wp-content/uploads/Proposed-Budget-2021.pdf
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Approval of the budget requires that we have a quorum in attendance to conduct a vote. 
We will again be using the virtual conferencing capability available via ZOOM. Access to the 
meeting will be available via computer or smartphone. Details are below.
 Topic: Membership Meeting Time: Jan 7th, 2021 08:00 PM Eastern Time 
To participate from your computer just click on the link 
https://zoom.us/j/96607285550?pwd=Sk5BMERPYm81MVNTSjV5OXBtNUJnZz09

Meeting ID: 966 0728 5550
Passcode: 398717
Dial in via:  301 715 8592

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Jan 18 @ 7:300pm
• Mon, Feb 15 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, Mar 15 @ 7:30pm

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, Jan 7 @ 8:00pm
• Thu, Feb 4 @ 8:00pm
• Thu, Mar 4 @ 8:00pm

Social

Social Director
Lindsay Alexander

This December Santa visited the MVYC clubhouse.  He wasn’t able to come 
by boat as all the children watched from the 
clubhouse, but he was still there. He was 
joined by a handful of elves and they handed 
out presents, candy canes and talked to the 
MVYC children and asked them what they 
wanted for Christmas.  We had unseasonably warm weather, but it 
was a beautiful day and brought smiles to the 
faces of everyone who could attend.

Due to the current limitations on gatherings, of 
only 10 people, there are no new social events 
planned at this time.  However, if anyone is 
interested in planning some events for later this 
year, please reach out to me at social@mvyc.
net.  

There are a few larger events (Commissioning 
Day, New Members Party, 65th Anniversary Party, Commodore’s Ball) that will 
need help planning. 

Additionally, I would like to start finding ways to have some of our regular 
parties (like St. Patrick’s Day, Easter events, TGIFs, to name a few) start back 
up once things settle down and the weather warms back up.  I’d like to start 
discussing and planning these events now in the hopes that we will be able to 
have them soon. I hope to schedule a zoom meeting for some time in January 
to throw some ideas around.  In the meantime, I hope that everyone has a 
Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year.
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As a member of _________________________________________________________, 

a BoatU.S. Cooperating Group, you are invited to become a BoatU.S. Member 
at a special rate:  

$15 BoatU.S. Membership Dues 
and 10% off Water Towing Services

BOATU.S. COOP GROUP #: _______________________________

NEW MEMBERS
Sign up online at BoatUS.com/Join
(enter your BoatU.S. Coop Group # 
on the first page of the application)

CURRENT MEMBERS
Not receiving the discount? Email 
Membership@BoatUS.com

  MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS INCLUDE:
•• 24/7 Dispatch to over 600 towboats in 300+ ports nationwide
• • Marine insurance for boaters with 24/7 claims service
• • Discounts on fuel, slips, repairs & more at over 1,200 boating  
   businesses nationwide
• • A subscription to BoatU.S. Magazine 

Visit BoatUS.com/Membership to learn about all benefits 
and services offered to BoatU.S. Members.

INSURANCE DISCOUNTS SAFETYMAGAZINE ADVOCACY TOWING TRAILER ASSIST DISCOUNTS

MB411   5/20

 the Mount Vernon Yacht Club

             GA80061Y
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Pool Update
Happy Holidays from the stressed-out pool guy and his even more stressed-out wife.  As the 
New Year is upon us, I thought I should bring everyone up to speed on the progress of the pool 
build.  I’m going to provide some background details so everyone can understand the scope and 
depth (no pun intended) of this project.

In February 2020, MVYC signed a contract for consulting, engineering and permitting services.  
This included geotechnical work, structural plans, civil drawings, discovery and analysis of the 
existing pool mechanicals, engineering and architectural consulting, and finally permits for reha-
bilitating the pool.  The most important element of this project is the permits.  In August 2020, 
after the membership approved the pool replacement and financing approach, we contracted 
with a general contractor for the pool rehabilitation project, which included tearing out the exist-
ing shell, installation of a structural pier system, replacement of mechanicals and decking, and 
installation of a new wading pool.  The hope was that the permits for the rehabilitation project 
from the February 2020 contract would be approved shortly thereafter.  The MVYC Board and the 
general contractor agreed on an aggressive pool build schedule, with the hope that construction 
would be complete and the pool would be ready well before opening day in 2021.  All was going 
well – even with the pandemic in March, we saw no obstacles to this process.  The engineering, 
design, soil studies, and construction plans were all completed prior to June 2020.  

In the summer of 2020, Fairfax County had a meltdown.  The County’s permitting process and 
staff went fully digital for the first time, which required our contractor to resubmit all of the per-
mit requests.  Essentially, the County had to reinvent the process for permitting, and this result-
ed in substantial delays.  The final permit has a series of reviews, such as wastewater, structural, 
electrical, environmental, etc.  The general contractor has been working with the County to try to 
resolve these reviews for the final permit.  By late summer, the MVYC Board decided that it need-
ed to get involved with the permit process at the County level.  I engaged Supervisor Dan Storck’s 
Office of Land Use and Development to help us drive this process through to completion.  The 
Land Use and Development aide in Supervisor Storck’s office, Nick Reinhart, has been very pro-
active in moving our reviews along.  This said, as of last week, we have electrical and wastewater 
reviews pending before we will have final completion and permitting for the build.  Of note, the 
Supervisor’s office has relayed to us that, due to the myriad of permits within Fairfax County that 
are pending, the County is understaffed and log jammed.  I am on frequent phone calls with the 
Supervisor’s office and the general contractor, along with County employees, and our hope is that 
we will have the final permit the first week of January.  

While I was writing this on Christmas Eve, Nick Reinhart called me about the slowdown in the 
electrical review and relayed that he would be briefing Supervisor Storck directly to determine 
whether the Supervisor’s office needs to escalate this further up the food chain in County gov-
ernment.  He also reiterated the fact that the County is overwhelmed, and that there are hun-
dreds of projects in the County that are experiencing similar delays. 

Once we receive the permit, the general contractor has his staff and materials to demolish the 
pool immediately.  Provided that we have the permit the first week of January, we are still sched-
uled to open on time.  For those concerned with the demolition and building in January through 
March, the general contractor has assured us that outside of any major catastrophic weather, 
they will continue to build pools throughout the winter season.  If you have any questions, com-
ments or concerns, please feel free to contact me directly at vicecommodore@mvyc.net.  

- Gene Diotalevi
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On December 12th, many of the MVYC children were fortunate enough to discover that Santa 
had made the club’s front porch a stop on his world tour to discover what they wanted for Christ-
mas. While this year Santa had to forego his customary shipboard arrival dockside, he emerged 

from the more traditional chimney to make his appearance to an appreciative crowd.
 With the help of elves Janet Fincher and Mike Holland and Junior elves Sarah and Diana Binette, 
the kids were able to tell Santa how good they had been and  that special present that they were 
hoping to find under the tree.
While some kids had to be reminded of social distancing others did not seem to have that prob-
lem. But the offer of a gift or a candy cane usually converted even the most hesitant of visitors. 
All appeared to be happy that they had the chance to visit.

And the Kids Loved It

Santa comes to MVYC
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Even some big kids got into the spirit of things and Santa was surprised with a gift for him.
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Good news we still have a great club house!  We’ve succeeded in fixing a few 
nagging items like the crow’s nest ice machine but the house remains in great 
shape. The club house was built in 1955 then renovated in 2001.  Some of 
what was installed in 2000 during the renovation is approaching end of life and 
most everything bears watching. I wanted to thank club member Dick Floyd 
for inspecting the roof and repairing a few small leaks.  We’ve gotten a good 
estimate to replace it when the time comes and can plan and budget for that.  I’m working to 
update the lighting on the stairs to the parking lot and a few other projects.  

Thanks to Bonnie Brenemen who alerted me to a little water in the elevator sump. I didn’t even 
know we had an elevator sump.  Bonnie and Jim Gordon helped me find it. Considering what 
we found when we looked in the sump, opening the elevator with these two was a fun time.   
Well now the sump is dryer.   I also want to thank Larry Rupp who helped me off load some 
brush and tree debris at the point after my foray into groundskeeping. (It’s OK I was supposed 
to cut them down).  

House

House
Kevin Wirth

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

And now it is January 2021 (although I am writing this in late December 
2020).  Hopefully by now we have all finished our Holiday shopping, mailed 
all our cards, eaten way too much of a glorious meal, and virtually hugged 
all our loved ones.  We have maybe even watched the ball drop and toasted 
a cheer from the social distance of our living room.  

2020 was a trip; let’s hope we recover soon, but keep the masks and elbow 
bumps for a while longer.  Grounds at the club are settling into a moment of rest.  The last 
mowing and leaf blowing have been done.  In case you didn’t recognize the club house, Roger 
Bower has rearranged the bushes up against the front of the house for a more balanced look.  
Many thanks to Roger; it looks great (that man can dig!) 

We have even had a few small trees out front along the fence removed.  Kevin Wirth and his 
handy chainsaw got rid of the three browned out evergreens just before the brick wall (green 
giant thuja), and four small scraggly trees just behind the brick wall.  We are considering 
planting possibilities for next spring, to restore aspects of privacy and beauty. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you Kevin!  

The grounds look dusted off and tucked in for the winter, and so am I.  Our next adventure 
will be near the end of winter to do some pruning, but that is not until late February.  I will be 
settling in with a book and a nap.  Hopefully you will be too.  Until then, enjoy the winter chill 
with a crisp walk every now and then!
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We plan on taking advantage of the empty 
house schedule to make some repairs and some 
improvements.  So please if you see some tools or 
equipment kindly avoid the area if possible. Aside 
from maintenance on worn or broken items I’m 
researching:  a kitchen upgrade, some improved 
locker room lights and fans, and sound system 
upgrades.  

As with all homes, especially one originally built in 
the Eisenhower administration, things happen.  If you 
notice something in the house please let me know.  I 
believe that bad news is like sour milk, it doesn’t get 
better with time.  I’m at house@MVYC.net.  If you are 

interested in helping with some of these projects please let me know. 

The auto gate has had intermittent ongoing issues, probably due to age. 
The limit switches on the inbound gate have been replaced,  hopefully we 
will now enjoy flawless operation for a while. If, however, you encounter a 
problem, notify me or a Board member immediately, please do not take mat-
ters into your own hands! If it is stuck in a partially open or closed position, 
it cannot be solved by pushing or pulling manually and certainly not with a 
vehicle. Be patient, please.

The intermittent issues with the pedestrian gate have been resolved by replacing the keypad. 
Thanks to everyone who keeps me apprised of security issues as they arise.
Let me know if you need a new or replacement access device or you observe a security issue! 

Bonnie L Breneman
Security@ mvyc.net

Security

Bonnie Breneman
Security Committee 

Chairman
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January 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18
Board 

Meeting 
7:00pm-
9:00pm

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31
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February 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 28
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Marina
As I step into the role of marina director, I first and foremost want to thank 
Scott Kraft for his hard work and tireless dedication as marina director.  I 
am taking over a full marina that has been well cared for over the past 
two years.  He has made my term much easier.  I also want to send a 
huge thank you to all the volunteers who made it out to help us close down 
the marina for the winter.  With the large showing of volunteers, we were able 
to make quick work of the required tasks.  It was great to see everyone coming 
together doing their part for the greater good.  The efforts of Scott and my fellow marina volunteers are 
what make and keep this club great.  Thank you.

Looking forward, I am confident 2021 will be a great year.  While the marina will be relatively quiet for a 
couple months, we have big things to look forward to in hopes that the coming summer will return us to 
some sense of normalcy.  This coming season you can expect a few more improvements around the mari-
na.  We are already investigating ways to repair the holes that have formed around the length of the bulk-
head wall and we will be looking 
for volunteers to help us re-sink 
the screws on each floating dock.  
The protruding screw heads are 
really starting to become a hazard.  
If anyone has any other sugges-
tions for improvements within the 
marina, please present them for 
discussion.

With our marina at capacity last 
season, we had a great many 
friends and family enjoying the 
facilities.  It was great to have the 
marina buzzing with activity all 
summer long.  I expect a repeat 
performance this coming summer.  
With that in mind, it is important 
to remember our marina is intend-
ed for active boaters to get the 
most and best use of our facilities.  
We want to enhance our love for 
the water and nurture the lasting 
relationships we develop through 
our shared passion.  When slips 
get assigned in March, we will be 
particularly vigilant about ensuring 
boat registrations and insurance 
policies are current and up to date.  
Please make sure both items are 
valid at the time of your applica-
tions.

In closing, as we settle in for the winter, please be safe when prepping your boat for its hibernation.  If you 
need or would like help, please ask.  If you are at the club and see someone in need, offer to lend a hand.  
Let’s take care of each other and our club family.  In the October Beacon, there are links to a Boaters Guide 
to Winterizing and tips to keep your boat safe in winter storage.  Give them a read.  You may learn some-
thing and it may help keep your investment safe for many more years of boating pleasure.  It may pay off 
for you if we still need to “social distance” next summer.  There is no better place for that than out on the 
water.  I hope you all have a safe, happy and healthy winter and look forward to seeing you all back at the 
marina and out on the water again next spring.

Marina Director
John Binette
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EDITED - EJ 

Marina Volunteers 

Not to be outdone by the great effort of the Grounds “Team” in preparing for winter, the 
marina volunteers gathered on Saturday December 12 th to make sure that we were 
ready for a winter’s nap. It is amazing to see how a good team can make quick work of 
removing and storing our marker buoys, draining our water systems, and installing our 
bubblers. Hopefully it will only be a short winter season before we will happily do the 
reverse. Thanks to all that helped. 
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Ask Helen
Dear Helen,
 
I would like your advice regarding Christmas gifts. My 87-year-old aunt who does not always remember 
details, likes to recycle gifts. Last year she gave me the same tea set I gave her the previous year. When I 
pointed this out to her, she insisted I was wrong. I bought this tea set from a friend of mine who opened 
her own business - it is unique, and I know it was from me. My sister and other cousins did not give her a 
tea set (they all confirmed with me they gave her money instead).
 
I am suspecting this year the same thing will occur. What should I do? Leave it alone or mention it?
 
Thank you,
Uncertain Niece 
 
 
Dear Uncertain Niece,
 
The “re-gift” is absolutely a problem many people face during the holidays, and it is not always because 
someone has memory problems (although, in some cases, they may claim to). It is hard to think of the 
perfect gift for someone.  Once you have found it and felt the joy of delivering that gift, you want to imag-
ine the person enjoying it all year. To get it back the next 
holiday can feel deflating. Of course, you love and respect 
your aunt and do not want to hurt her feelings so here are 
some things you might consider for this year and years to 
come. 
 
You may have already purchased a gift for her this year so 
this suggestion may be too late but, moving forward, think 
about purchasing her something you would also really like 
or need so that if it does come back to you, it will be a wel-
come “surprise”. 
 
Gift her something that is consumable like sweets, flowers, 
wine and cheese so that it cannot be stored for the year and she will more likely enjoy it herself.
 
When she opens your gift have someone take a picture of the two of you with the gift and get it framed 
for her so that she sees it throughout the year both as “proof” and a reminder. Plus, she can enjoy seeing 
a nice moment with her niece! 
 
Hopefully one of these suggestions will make it such that you don’t even have to address it with her, and 
you can avoid that uncomfortable conversation altogether. Then you can focus on talking about more 
important things over tea; at your place or hers… wherever that tea set ended up.
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Family owned and operated for over 65 years.

Happy New Year 2021! 
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