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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Lauren Bazel

Happy New Year! It’s time to shake 
the glitter and confetti out of your 
hair and begin to focus on the 
resolutions you made during the haze 
of the holidays. I certainly hope that 
on top of everyone’s list is a resolution to spend more time 
with your friends at MVYC. We had a lot to celebrate in 
2018 and have even more to look forward to in 2019. 
 
If you attended the holiday party you were among more 
than 100 revelers who, thanks to the committee of 
volunteers and our lead caroler, Pam Beggan, set just 
the right festive “tone” for season. If you were among 
the club’s “younger set,” you saw Santa bring snow and 
smiles to a room full of MVYC children. I am happy to 
report that both events also included the opportunity 
for us to give something to those less fortunate. Jessica 
Rosado organized donations to the Food for Thought 
Program at our local schools and Gene and Peyton 
Diotalevi again made sure that the kids at Children’s 
National Medical Center were front and center this holiday 
season. The MVYC families did not disappoint, both the 
food and toy donations were overflowing. Your generosity 
always runs deep and is greatly appreciated. 

In 2018, we welcomed seventeen new member families 
and we have room for even more this year. I know the 
Social Committee has some events planned already, 
but if you have ideas - don’t be shy; bring them to the 
planning meeting or reach out directly to Rebecca Mebane 
Williamson. Also, look for opportunities to bring friends 
and neighbors to a TGIF or a party and introduce them 
around. Once the weather warms up (I promise, it will) 
the Point is a perfect spot to relax and converse. It’s 
(continued on pg 2) 
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Bosun’s Whistle (continued from pg 1)

never too early to mark your calendar for May 5, Commissioning Day, always a great way 
to get through winter by keeping one eye keenly focused on the official kick-off of boating 
season!

Alongside all the fun and leisure, a lot of work has been done. The grounds are in great 
shape and hopefully we have gotten an upper hand on the weeds, which will make 
maintenance much easier in the spring. The clubhouse also has received a much needed 
upgrade – with new countertops on the bars and some bright new paint on the first floor. 
There will be additional house projects coming up this year – big and small – as we focus 
some special attention on our “very, very, very fine house.” Volunteers of all skill levels 
should get ready to roll up their sleeves as there will be plenty for folks to do in the house, 
on the grounds, and at the marina. 

2019 Budget and Membership Renewal
Our first order of business at the January 3, membership meeting is the approval of our 
annual operating budget. By now, I hope you all have given it a look and I, along with the 
rest of the Board, are ready to answer your questions at that meeting. We are pleased with 
the recommended budget and with the plans those numbers will accommodate this year. A 
quorum is needed for the vote, so everyone’s attendance is appreciated. 

With the budget comes the annual membership renewal and slip requests. It makes all 
our lives that much easier when members submit their forms and payments before the 
deadline of March 1, 2019. Please make sure all your contact information is accurate on the 
website and, if you are requesting a marina slip, it is in your best interest to make sure your 
insurance and registration are current and to get your paperwork in early. 

Finally, as some of you may know, Jes and Matt Flesch are moving out of state. While we 
are sad to see them go, we wish them well and hope they will visit often. Unfortunately, 
this also meant that Jes needed to resign her position as MVYC Treasurer. In deference to 
the Club’s need for stability in this role, she opted to step down in early December, before 
we got too far into the budget preparation.

In accordance with the MVYC Bylaws, Rear Commodore and immediate past Treasurer Gene 
Diotalevi, was appointed to fill this vacancy temporarily. A permanent Treasurer for this 
year will need to be nominated and then elected by the full membership. It is my hope we 
can find someone in the very near term who is willing to take this on. If you have a knack 
for numbers, please step forward. 

Please join me in thanking both Jes for all the time she has dedicated to the club, including 
her two years on the Board, and Gene for helping fill this important role at a very critical 
time. Thank you all for an incredible 2018. As you can see we have a lot things to look 
forward to in 2019 - let’s make this season and summer one of the most memorable in the 
books. Anchors away! 

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Jan 21 @ 7:30p
• Mon, Feb 18 @ 7:30p
• Mon, Mar 18 @ 7:30a

Membership Meetings:
• Thur, Jan 3 @ 8:00p
• Thur, Feb 7 @ 8:00p
• Thur, Mar 7 @ 8:00p
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Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Welcome Aboard! Please join me in welcoming our newest members 
Kim and Craig Baker from Lorton, VA. 

Craig, “The Eldest Geek” at TopTech Computer Repair on Richmond 
Hwy has been an independent computer dealer for over 40 years 
while Kim works at the American Anthropological Association where she has extensive 
experience in organizational governance running elections, working with committees, and 
revising by-laws.

Kim and Craig have known about MVYC for a couple of years, and though curious, thought 
a requirement of joining was owning a boat. They were delighted to discover that was not 
the case. After visiting the club, by sunset boat ride followed by an impromptu bonfire 
gathering at the point with other members, the Bakers were sold!

After attending several gatherings as guests, they are now new members and looking 
forward to enjoying the various social activities the club has to offer. Please extend a warm 
welcome the next time you see them around. 

It’s that time of year again - Annual Membership Renewal. Stay tuned for information 
coming from MVYC NEWS regarding dues, fees, volunteer opportunities, forms, and 
deadlines.

Are you looking for volunteering opportunities? The membership committee needs 
you! Volunteering on the Membership Committee is a great way to be the first to meet 
prospective new members, learn about their interest in the Club, discuss your experiences 
as Club members, and promote all of the activities and events we enjoy year round. Please 
consider volunteering for this awesome committee!

Annual Membership 
Renewal

• Time to renew your MVYC membership 
and chose your volunteer committees.

• All forms and payment must be 
received by February 28, 2019.

• Please be sure your personal 
information, boat insurance, and 
registration information are updated 
and correct in the directory.

• Print, sign, and include all forms with 
your check and don’t forget to check 
your math!

• Mail or place an envelope in the 
mailbox at the clubhouse:

4817 Tarpon Lane, Alexandria, VA 22309

How to Update Your 
Directory Listing

1. Go to www.MVYC.net and click on the 
Membership Login tab on the top of the 
page.

2. Enter your primary email address and 
password.

3. The Active Member Directory will open. 
This is the homepage for the members 
only section of the website. 

4. The navigation bar across the top of 
the page provides access to member 
information, meeting minutes, and 
miscellaneous club info.

5. Click on members info and select edit.
6. Update your photo, family, boat, and/or 

volunteer information.
7. Click the certify and update button at the 

bottom of the page.
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Did You Ever Wonder?
Did you ever wonder why do ships use “port” and “starboard” instead of “left” and 
“right?”

According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s National Ocean Service Office:

Unlike left and right, “port” and “starboard” refer to fixed locations on a vessel.
Since port and starboard never change, they are unambiguous references that are 
independent of a mariner’s orientation, and, thus, mariners use these nautical terms 
instead of left and right to avoid confusion. When looking forward toward the bow of a 
ship, port and starboard refer to the left and right sides, respectively.

In the early days of boating before ships had rudders on their centerlines, boats were 
controlled using a steering oar. Most sailors were right-handed, so the steering oar was 
placed over or through the right side of the stern. Sailors began calling the right side the 
steering side, which soon became “starboard” by combining two Old English words: stéor 
(meaning “steer”) and bord (meaning “the side of a boat”).

As the size of boats grew so did the steering oar, making it much easier to tie a boat up to 
a dock on the side opposite the oar. This side became known as larboard, or “the loading 
side.” Over time, larboard—too easily confused with starboard—was replaced with port. 
After all, this was the side that faced the port, allowing supplies to be ported aboard by 
porters.

Power Fleet News
As 2019 gets underway, so does the beginning of the Power Fleet year. 
Join us on January 26, for our annual Frostbite event. Cozy up to our 
bonfire, at the point, for our mid-winter affair, with a warm (or cold) 
beverage and some good food to keep you warm from the inside out. 
Look for more information about this event in the coming weeks, 
and if you’re looking for a chance to volunteer, please contact me 
anytime. Everyone is welcome to attend and bring your friends, the more the merrier! 
 
Lastly, please come to our annual Power Fleet planning meeting on January 3, 2019 at 7pm. 
All are welcome! The meeting begins promptly at 7pm, as to not overlap with the monthly 
membership meeting which begins at 8pm. All ideas for Power Fleet events are welcome. A 
list of the traditional Power Fleet events will be emailed out separately. 
 
If you can’t join the meeting, please email me PowerFleet@MVYC.net for more 
information on how to get involved in this group or its activities around the club. Looking 
forward to seeing you all soon.

Power Fleet Captain
Mike Holland
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House News

House Director
Terry Stott

As the new House Director, I would like to thank Woody for leaving the 
Club House in such great shape. Woody and I met in late November 
to transition the Directorship and I appreciate all the information 
he provided and continues to provide, enabling an easy and smooth 
transition. Although this is my second tour as a Director, having been 
Grounds a couple of years ago, I didn’t realize I was going to “hit the ground” running, or 
swimming in this case, as the club house sprinkler system developed a leak. 

As always, we are a club of volunteers and many thanks to Pat McCarthy and Chris Bazel 
for being first on site to help with damage control. Special thanks to Jim Gordon for 
helping diagnose the problem and start the repairs; and to Pete Esser for meeting with the 
sprinkler contractor to complete the repairs. Where would we be without our volunteers? 

We determined that a brad nail that was 18 years old (figures right?) was the culprit and 
started the leak. Maintenance and upkeep is key to our club’s appearance for current and 
future members. After reviewing the 2019 budget, and assuming approval, I believe we will 
have room for some house improvements of new bar stools and kitchen cabinets. Both will 
improve the house aesthetics and help attract new members year round. With any good 
project at our club, volunteers are always appreciated so if you are able to assist, please let 
me know. As the year progresses, stay tuned for more information, ask about projects, or 
volunteering opportunities. 

Grounds News
Grounds Director

Scott Kraft

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season. The 
Kraft family enjoyed slowing down a little and spending some precious 
time together at home.

As the “off-season” settles in for the Grounds Team that doesn’t mean 
we aren’t thinking ahead and discussing new ideas for the Spring. New ideas are invited 
and welcomed anytime and if you have a “green” thumb please join the volunteer ranks 
that help take care of our property.

We all have heard the adage, “don’t judge a book by it’s cover.” I believe that to be true. 
However, many of us are quick to form an opinion, for better or worse, based on first 
impressions and appearances. That’s a big part of our charge on the Grounds Committee 
– to help take care of our Club in a manner that gives us all pride and enjoyment - with 
appropriate aesthetics, utility, and maintenance. I look forward to serving with and 
alongside you in 2019.
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January 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Membership 
Meeting & 
Power Fleet 
Meeting

Board 
Meeting

Coast Guard 
Auxillary 
Flotilla & 
Social Meeting

New Year’s 
Day BYOB & 
Potluck

PRYCA Pub 
Crawl

Frostbite &
PRYCA 
Change of 
Watch

Super Bowl Party
February 3rd

Stay tuned 
details 
coming 
soon!
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February 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28

Membership 
Meeting

Board 
Meeting

Coast Guard 
Auxillary 
Flotilla

Super Bowl 
Party

Wine Fleet 
Captain’s Cup

Warm up those taste buds for this year’s food and wine pairings 
competition. You have a knack for wine pairings? You know which 
wines pair with Coquille St. Jacques? Wisconsin Cheddar? Hanger 
steak? Well, this competition is for you. Enter your pairing in 
our friendly competition and you take the prestigious Wine Fleet 
Captain’s Cup! This year, we’re challenging all creative chefs to enter 
their favorite appetizer or entrée, pair it with wine and see how it 
matches up. 

Don’t feel like cooking - join in on the fun anyway. $10 per person; 
mail or drop a check to MVYC, attention Wine Tasting, 4817 Tarpon 
Lane, Alexandria, VA 22309. 

This event is limited to 50 people, so don’t wait! Please respond by 
February 1 to Jayne Prescott, jebrady57@gmail.com or Joanne Binette, 
joannebinette@gmail.com.

Please join us for
THE WINE FLEET’S 

ANNUAL CAPTAIN'S CUP COMPETITION
CELEBRATING VALENTINE'S DAY
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 7:00 p.m.
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Holiday Cheer Brought by MVYC Volunteers
It was a scene that could have been out of a holiday movie. Excited little ones, with their 
noses pressed against a window, just as the snow began to fall. What were they looking 
at? Santa, of course, arriving by boat carrying a bag full of goodies. You could feel the 
excitement and all the energy thanks to a table full of cookies and treats. 

Jessica and Jaime Rosado did another amazing job putting together this annual event. 
Before Santa arrived the kids enjoyed sweet treats while working hard to make handmade 
snowflake ornaments to bring home. 

Russell Poe and Santa’s helpers - Alexi Stavropoulos, Gene Diotalevi, Bill and Karen Gard, 
and Mike Holland – made sure the “floating sleigh” got to the marina safely while Emma 
Pascoe helped Santa pass out the gifts. Santa was greeted by a room full of enthusiastic 
children ready for gifts from the “nice, not naughty” list. 

Members also dropped off gifts for Children’s National Medical Center and meals for 
the Food for Thought Program which provides needy local families with food during the 
holiday.

A special 
thanks to all 
the volunteers 
and parents 
who helped 
clean up the 
club so quickly 
when the 
event came to 
a close. Even 
Santa’s elves 
can’t work 
that fast. I’m 
sure Santa will 
take note and 
add you all to 
the “nice” list 
for 2019 and 
remember to 
bring you and 
all the MVYC 
volunteers 
something a 
little special 
next year! 
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Social News

Social Director
Rebecca Mebane-

Williamson

This holiday season was a busy one! We kicked things off with a special 
Cuban Pig Roast TGIF, hosted by Adam Roca and Dan Offringa. They 
roasted two pigs, mixed mojitos, poured beer and danced the night 
away, Cubano style. What a treat for those who attended. We’re looking 
forward to this becoming an annual event! 

The youngest members of the club enjoyed a special holiday party on 
December, 9, which included food, movies, and kid-friendly crafts. The highlight of the 
party was Santa and his helpers, arriving by boat with gifts and cheer for everyone. A big 
thank you to Jessica Rosado for hosting this party, for all those who volunteered by bringing 
food, setting up or breaking down the event and of course, Santa and his helpers for this 
special event! We can’t do any of this without you! 

Guests not only enjoyed holiday cheer, but demonstrated 
their generosity by donating gifts for Children’s National 
Medical Center, and also collected several items of food for 
the local charity Food for Thought, providing food for local 
families during the holiday season. 

Our Adult Holiday Party was a success with over 100 members 
in attendance! Festivities included good food, beverages, 
and caroling the night away. Special thanks to the following 
members who planned the event, purchased and/or prepared 
beverages and food: Christy Engleman, Ann McSween, 
Julie Owens, Jayne Prescott, Susan Schumacher, Lindsay 
Alexander, Rachael Townsend, Mitchell Mutnick, Teresa Dyer, 
Lauren Bazel, Dan O’Keefe and Pamela Beggan. 

As we closed out the season, Scott Williamson and EJ Stone 
hosted an “NCAA Football Playoff” TGIS (Saturday, not 
Friday) on December 29. Members watched the last few 
pigskin duals of the college season between Clemson - Notre 
Dame and Oklahoma - Alabama. It was our own version of 
ESPN’s college game day! 

Before we all began our post-holiday diets - we rang in the 
new year with our annual New Year’s Day BYOB & Potluck 
Brunch, hosted by Gene and Peyton Diotalevi and Dan and 
Chris O’Keefe. With mimosa’s, bloody mary’s and potluck 
food for everyone, we left 2018 behind and welcomed 2019 
with open arms. 

With a busy holiday season behind us, we’ll settle in and 
prepare for our Super Bowl party and fan favorite, Frostbite. 
In a few short months, we’ll be sitting poolside, or dockside 
as the warm summer sun hits our backs, but until then, 
keep your ideas and suggestions coming. We welcome any 
and all help with the Social Committee, please ask me about 
volunteering opportunities, I’d love to have you involved. 

On Tuesday Dec 18th I 
stopped by the club to pick 
up the gifts our members 
had dropped off for the 
children that would be 
spending their Christmas 
at Children’s National 
Hospital. 

I was overwhelmed to see 
that the collection box was 
overflowing with more than 
50 gifts contributed by our 
membership for this worthy 
cause. I gathered up the 
gifts, filling 2 large bags, 
and headed to the hospital. I 
truly was feeling like Santa. 
I was greeted by some 
smiling staff and volunteers 
who expressed sincere 
thanks for our continued 
support. So I just want to be 
sure to relay their “Thanks” 
to all of you that supported 
the effort. 
  Thanks, Dan

Holiday Toy 
Drive Update
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The Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2018 Sec. 512

The Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2018, signed into law on Tuesday Dec. 4, 2018, 
includes a provision which allows “Recreational Certificate of Documentation (COD)” 
holders the ability to select a multi-year document (1-5 years) during an implementation 
period designated as January 1, 2019 - December 31, 2021, after which a five-year document 
(recreational vessels only) will become automatic.
 
Recreational vessel owners who wish to renew for more than one year may do so by 
including additional fees in the amount of $26.00 per extra year requested, and annotating 
same on the ”CG-7042 Credit Card Form”, or in the Memo line of checks.
 
Commercial vessel owners are not eligible for multi-year documents and must continue to 
follow the current process for requesting/renewing one-year CODs. 
 
To avoid delays in renewing, owners are encouraged to do so electronically via “pay.gov,” 
including Recreational vessel owners who wish to renew for a one year period.
 
Detailed information will be available prior to January 1, 2019 on the US Coast Guard 
National Vessel Documentation Center (NVDC) website under the “INSTRUCTIONS AND 
FORMS” tab.
 
For further assistance, please contact the NVDC at 1-800-799-8362 or 304-271-2400 
between the hours of 9:00 am and 3:00 pm Eastern Time.

CERTIFICATES OF DOCUMENTATION FOR RECREATIONAL VESSELS

Vessel Documentation Now Valid for Five Years
Even though your boat may be hibernating for the winter, your paperwork obligations 
may not. If your vessel has been documented by the Federal Government, please check 
the expiration date on your Certificate of Documentation (COD) and be sure to apply for 
a renewal before the current one expires. Thanks to a new law, this chore will not be an 
annual one anymore.

The Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2018, which was signed into law on December 4, 2018, 
included a provision providing recreational Certificate of Documentation (COD) holders the 
ability to select a multi-year renewal (1-5 years) during an implementation period (January 
1, 2019 - December 31, 2021), after which a five-year document for recreational vessels will 
become automatic.
 
Implementation of this provision will require an update to automated systems at the NVDC 
in order to accommodate multi-year renewals. Additionally, the Coast Guard is evaluating 
what revisions to existing regulations may be needed to incorporate the provisions of the 
Act. As such, recreational vessel owners should continue to follow the current process for 
requesting/renewing CODs.

Remember, the U.S. Coast Guard’s National Vessel Documentation Center (NVDC) is the 
only entity authorized to issue and renew CODs. Any commercial entity that offers to 
manage the certification/renewal process on behalf of vessel owners for a fee are NOT 
endorsed by the Coast Guard and the companies do not operate on behalf of the Coast 
Guard in any way.
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