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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Dan OKeefe

Under normal circumstances, I might be 
starting off this month’s Bosun’s Whistle 
with lead in about the upcoming social 
calendar. I particularly enjoy all the indoor 
winter events because they often provide 
the opportunity to meet folks that you 
might not see during the summer season. It also gives new 
members and old timers a chance to rub elbows. 

I can report that Lindsay Alexander and the Social Committee, 
as well as Jim Walton and the Power Fleet, are trying their best 
to be ready to party. Gov. Northam’s extension of his executive 
order limiting activities during the Covid Crisis until the end of 
February will not make things easy. If you have any ideas that 
might help kick start our social life, please pass them along and 
consider volunteering on their committees.

Not a bad lead-in to the business at hand, if I do say so myself. 
It is again time to talk business of renewing our commitment to 
this “Jewel” we share. I will talk about the business mechanics 
in a moment, but I want to focus on our commitment to 
one another. The type of commitment that builds lasting 
friendships. The type of commitment that makes you want to 
drop by the “club” if only for a few minutes because you are 
sure you will find some friends. The commitment that makes 
you feel like the club belongs to you rather than that you 
belong to it. Everyone’s life situation will certainly drive the 
degree we can to the club, but we can all commit to participate 
in the “Life” of the club. This year, commit to becoming 
involved.

This year’s major investment in our pool replacement project 
has necessitated that the remainder of our budget be a bit 
austere. This doesn’t mean that we are going to ignore the rest 
of the facility, but it does mean that we are going to need your 
help. All I ask is that when you complete your membership 
renewal package you take a few minutes to complete the 
“Volunteer” form and commit to contributing some time to 
support whatever activity you choose. Also, if you don’t hear 
from the Committee Chair by the end of March contact them 
and see how you can help.
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Speaking of forms, by now you should have seen a postcard or an email alerting you to the fact that 
our 2021 membership renewal forms are available on the website. The deadline for receipt of forms 
and payments is Sunday February 28th. If you have any questions about the process please contact 
our Membership Chairman, John Skudlarek or John Binette our Marina Chairman.

For those of you who no longer have boating as a part of your lifestyle and you are current slip 
holders, please consider taking steps to pass your vessel on to someone else so they might get as 
much pleasure from it as you did. We have a waiting list of members desiring a slip for the season, 
and your action could serve as your commitment to continuing to make MVYC the “Jewel of the 
Potomac”. If you would like help with this, please contact me or the Marina Chairman.

Membership News
Happy February everyone! I am excited about the continued vitality 
of our club and the appeal that we have to prospective members. We 
are now exactly at our cap of 230 members (Yacht Haven residents 
notwithstanding) with eight families on the waiting list, and three more 
families in progress with two applications posted on the bulletin board. 
Wow! Thank you all for your help in making our club so desirable and 
recruiting new applicants who want to join our ranks.

Annual Dues & Fees
The reminder with the club web site link to the information and forms for annual dues, slip fees and 
volunteering will be emailed to the entire membership this month.  You can find the forms here: 
https://mvyc.net/committees/membership/ Please print and submit your forms to the club.
All are due in hard copy. Forms and checks are due by February 28.

As I mentioned previously, I would like to sustain the momentum of the last few years in maintaining 
a strong membership program and welcoming motivated members. If there is anyone you would like 
to refer for membership, please contact me at membership@mvyc.net  Thanks!

New MVYC Applicants
Nicole & Keith Gray
 Sponsored by Denise D’Angelo & Suzanne Floyd
Keith & Amanda Hood
 Sponsored by Tom Curcio & Bob Kuletz
 

Membership Director
John Skudlarek

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Feb 15 @ 7:00pm
• Mon, Mar 15 @ 7:00pm
• Mon, April 19 @ 7:00pm

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, Feb 4 @ 8:00pm
• Thu, Mar 4 @ 8:00pm
• Thu, April 1 @ 8:00pm
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Social

Social Director
Lindsay Alexander

As we reach the end of the first month of 2021, there is a lot to be optimis-
tic about. Even though it is cold, and we are still wearing masks, people are 
starting to be vaccinated and it feels like maybe the end is in sight. Hope-
fully we can return the club to a place of gathering, with a social calendar 
full of fun events.  

Until then, we are still restricted and not able to plan any in-person events. I am hosting my first 
social committee meeting this week and looking into some ideas for some virtual events, so that 
we can all find a way to connect and have some fun. I’m also looking forward to warmer tempera-
tures, hoping that we can plan some outside events.

Pool Update
Hello, pool fans. The good news is that the Club finally received a construction permit from 
Fairfax County. I am told by the contractor that we are still on schedule to open the pool on

Memorial Day weekend. As I wrote several months ago, please stay off the pool deck as it is a 
construction site and don’t chat with the construction workers. I am told it distracts them from 
their work. We have included a few pictures taken on Saturday, January 23rd to illustrate the 
demolition progress. If you have any questions, comments, concerns or advice about the project 
please contact me at pool@mvyc.net. 

 - Rob Catron
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Happy 2021!

The house has been busy getting spruced up for our eventual grand 
reopening. We repaired and painted the ceiling in the main hall, and fixed a few 
nail pops and drywall damage over the bar area and in the men’s locker room. 
All the door levers for the locker rooms, pool office, pump and chemical room 
were changed out. We received a report of a leak on the third floor crow’s 
nest men’s room. They shut off the water and put an out of service sign up. I appreciate Jim 
Gordon’s help diagnosing the leak and Commodore Dan O’keefe’s morale support during 
the toilet repair. This is a great example of catching something EARLY, letting us know, and 
avoiding bigger problems later on. I’m happy to report all heads are in service.  

We’ve received our new appliances, and they are in the current galley. They are a near perfect 
fit. There are two new refrigerators, a convection microwave oven, and traditional microwave 
oven. We’re moving forward on cabinets, countertops, and flooring for our renewed galley. 
The old fridges are in the lower level of the clubhouse for use this summer on the pool deck. 

House

House
Kevin Wirth

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

In the bright afternoon sun of a cold February day, our thoughts on the 
gardens of the club are of restful planning, with a temporary ignorance 
of the exhaustion of planting. That joyful exhaustion will return with the 
beauty of spring. We have had some minor changes in the Point Garden 
with the replacement by Betty’s Azalea Ranch of some dead plants with 
“Rose Creek” abelia. I find these cheerful plants with multiple long lasting 
white, then pink, tiny flowers. I have great expectations for them.

There are a few other plants failing and may also eventually need replacement. Another 
prospect for the gardens we are considering is a treasure trove of bulbs of all varieties to plant 
in many different locations around the club. As these plans evolve we will be looking for many 
hands to help plant them. But once they are established they will adorn our club with great 
beauty for years to come.

Another activity for the grounds, when the end of winter approaches, will be the pruning of the 
rose bushes and a few other plants. This pruning will really perk them up for next summer. And 
yes, we will again need the assistance of some of our glorious volunteers. Thank goodness for 
our glorious volunteers! Until then, rest if you can.
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In case you didn’t know, MVYC has an automatic system for alerting the fire depart- ment 
in the event of a fire. There are a number of parts to the fire suppression 
system which can trigger an alert for a variety of reasons. If you happen to 
encounter the beep that accompanies such an alert, here’s how to silence it:

The keypad is on the wall above the railing by the front door.
To silence alarm, key in 06211
To reset keypad, key in 06211 again
If Nationwide (alarm monitoring) calls on the house phone, the account # is CB1166; password 
YACHT123

Rest assured, Nationwide will notify the FD if necessary.
Please advise me or House Chair Kevin Wirth, so that we can follow up aptly.
The instructions are posted on the inside cover of the keypad and above the phone in the kitchen.

Bonnie Breneman, Security Chair
security@mvyc.net

Security

Bonnie Breneman
Security Committee 

Chairman

Thanks to all. I’ve included pictures of the new appliances and the elevator sump pump.

PowerFleet
A list of the traditional Power Fleet events is below so please be ready to volunteer.   All ideas, 
new and old, for Power Fleet events are welcome.   Pick one event that you would like to help 
with or run, and then sign up to get on the list. This is a great way to get to know your fellow 
members and to get involved with the club. With Social Distance requirements these days, new 
ideas on how to host these or new events are welcomed.  If you would like to volunteer to help 
with or run an event, please email me at PowerFleet@MVYC.net.

Events:      Date
Jan:  Frostbite     (Cancelled)
Feb: Overland Cruise   mid-FEB/TBD
Mar: Sock Burning Party   Mid-Mar/TBD
Apr:  Safety Inspection / Swap  Meet late Apr/TBD 
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Apr:  Brunch Cruise    late Apr/TBD
May: Commissioning Day    5/2/2021 (boat Blue & White decorations)
May: MVYC Photo Shoot    May/TBD
May: Memorial Day Raft Up   5/29/2021
Jul: MVYC 17th Annual Parade of Lights 7/3/2021(Sat) 
Jul: PRYCA Float In    7/16-18/2021/TBD
Aug:  Poker Run     Early Aug/TBD
Aug:  MVYC Fun Cruise    8/20-22/2021/TBD
Sep: Labor Day Raft up    9/6/2021
Oct: Fall Cruise (Old Town/DC)   Mid-Oct/TBD
DEC:  Alex/DC Parade of Lights   12/4/2021

Other Possible Events 
Small Boat Fleet trailer to other waters, Nat’s Game, Wade’s Bay Raft up, Toon Fleet Activities.

Since we were unable to host a Frostbite this year, here are some memories of Frostbite’s Past.  
Photo’s complements of Valerie Carney, Dan O’keefe, and Jim Walton.

-Jim

Frostbite 2013
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Frostbite 2014

Frostbite 2017
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Frostbite 2018
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Frostbite 2019

Not sure what to get your favorite valentine?  
How about some MVYC bling?  

Contact Lisa  at shipstore@mvyc.net for an ap-
pointment for in stock or special order items. 

Ship Store
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February 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15
Board Meeting 

7:00pm-
9:00pm

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28
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March 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15
Board 

Meeting 
7:00pm-
9:00pm

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31
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Marina
At this point in the calendar year, it is very quiet in the marina. As boaters 
and Potomac River enthusiasts, all we can do is look forward to the coming 
boating season. It may seem a long way off, but it will be here before you 
know it. Now is the time to start preparing for the upcoming season; in the 
marina, we will take advantage of the off-season to make the necessary 
repairs in and around the marina to make sure we are ready for spring. In 
February, we will be repairing the holes that have developed around the 
bulkhead perimeter. Rick Mullins has offered his services and expertise to bring in an excavator 
and take care of this issue. A very big thank you to him and his team for tackling this task and fix-
ing this on-going, ever-present problem. Thanks Rick.

This off-season is also a good time for all of us boat owners to start preparing our boats for the 
upcoming season as well. A time to fix those nagging little boat things that we never seem to 
have time for or those larger things that kept us off the water last season. We may also shop for 
some more water toys or cool raft up items. Whatever needs there are, now is a good time, so 
you can make the most of our short boating season.

Last boating season our marina was at capacity. I fully expect it to be full again this year. Knowing 
this, I want to stress once again, that there will be a strong emphasis placed on making sure the 
boats within our marina are abiding by state laws and marina rules. For all slip requests, I will be 
confirming current registrations and verifying proof of insurance. Please take the time now to up-
date your personal and boat information on the back side of the website. I also want to forewarn 
those members who had multiple slips last year. There is a good chance second slips may not be 
available this year. For the first time in a long time, we have both members and boats on a waitlist. 
Start making contingency plans.

Finally, we want the 2021 season to be great. If you are aware of any issues within the marina, 
please shoot an email to marina@mvyc.net identifying the problem and its location, and it will be 
resolved. Enjoy your winter months as we wait in anticipation for all that the 2021 has to offer.

Marina Director
John Binette

ENJOY THE BENEFITS OF
MEMBERSHIP

Annual Membership Renewal
Mount Vernon Yacht Club - Annual Membership Renewal 

Don’t forget...check your math

Print, sign and include all forms with your check.
Mail or place and envelope with your forms and
checks in the mailbox at the clubhouse:

4817 Tarpon Lane, Alexandria, VA 22309

• Time to renew your MVYC membership and make your volunteer choices.
• All forms with payment must be received by February 28, 2021
• Please be sure your personal information, boat insurance and registration
    information is correct

Fill out your paperwork here:
www.mvyc.net
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Grand Babies
Jane and Mitchell 
Mutnick are happy 
to announce the 
arrival of their 4th 
grandbaby. Grand-
son Camden Jonah 
Hughes, 20 inch-
es and 7lbs 11oz, 
arrived 1/13/2021. 
Mom and Dad, Sara 
and Chris Hughes, 
are happily adjust-
ing to being a family 
of 4, and big sister 
Evy is loving her 
role as a loving big 
sister.

Introducing our precious granddaughter- Aria Lieu, born on 1/6/2021, weighing in at 7.1lbs and 
almost 22 inches. Proud parents, Ashlee and Adrian, are settling in nicely at their home in Buffalo, 
NY. Along with their fur babies, Pumpkin the cat and puppy Buddy Miles. 

Hugs, Traci Newcomb and Jim Fahey
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Ask Helen
Dear Helen,
 
I have just recently started seeing someone new, and we are 
coming up on Valentine’s Day soon. In other relationships I 
have dated men who were offended if I got them something 
for Valentine’s Day, and then there were those who expected 
it. I do not want to ask if I don’t have to because if he does, 
because asking in advance takes away the spontaneity. But 
he also might feel strange admitting he would like me to cel-
ebrate him on this day as well.
 
Considering there appears to be a divide amongst men about 
whether it is appropriate or not to receive a gift on this holi-
day, what should I do?
 
Sincerely,
Confused Cupid
 
 
Dear Confused Cupid,
 
Modern love is so tricky isn’t it? Speaking only in the context of heterosexual relationships in this case, 
there was a time not too long ago when it was widely accepted that Valentine’s Day was a special day for 
women to be showered with gifts and attention from their sweethearts. This was a holiday for the ladies. 
It was so widely accepted as such, that men decided to make their own holiday exactly one month later. 
A holiday not appropriate for this columnist to describe here, but I’m sure you could look it up if you were 
curious.
 
As relationships have evolved over the decades toward a situation of more equality and partnership, a hol-
iday like Valentine’s Day can seem outdated. Adding to that, in this day and age, there is less pressure to 
be in a relationship at all resulting in the holiday spin-off “Gal-entine’s Day” where women prefer to cele-
brate with a friend rather than try and find a date.  Within this culture I think it is safe to say anything goes. 
But at the same time, every relationship is unique. Start by deciding what type of dynamic you want. If 
you have traditional preferences and want this to be your day, then claim it as such. If you do this, find an 
opportunity another time to show your special guy that he is appreciated as well.  If you are more of the 
modern mindset then make a Valentine’s gesture to your man and own that as well. Do it with confidence 
either way. If you are way off, it will become clear, and you can make adjustments moving forward.    
 
This could be a good opportunity for those in long term relationships to renegotiate Valentine’s Day as 
well. I’d imagine there are ladies out there who don’t really want or need to celebrate and an equal number 
of men who might like to share the holiday more equally. And when in doubt plan to do something spe-
cial together for the both of you to enjoy such as a nice dinner or shared experience or gift.  Pretty much 
everyone likes chocolates, right?  Good luck!
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