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Welcome to February!  The 
month when love is in the air and 
membership renewal and volunteer 
forms are in your inbox.  We 
appreciate all your efforts to get 
your forms filled out and payments submitted on time, 
especially those of you who are slipholders or who are 
requesting a boat slip this year.  If you have any questions 
or concerns with the renewal process, our Membership 
Chairman, Linda Sudhoff, and Marina Chairman, Brian 
Groark, are easy to reach and happy to help.

As you are filling in your membership form, please don’t 
forget that you also need to fill out the volunteer form.  I 
encourage all of you to keep a close eye on the Beacon, and 
on your emails for more information on specific projects 
and events, but now is the time for you to think more 
broadly about stepping up and joining forces with friends 
to get more involved in club activities this year.  There is 
plenty to do and a lot to enjoy. Take some time to consider 
how you can make the most 
of your club experience by 
signing up for one or more 
committees. Go ahead, 
answer the call and add your 
name to the list of active 
volunteers! 

January was a busy month.  
We kicked it off by approving 
the 2019 budget.  Thank 
you to all who came to the 
meeting and offered your 
comments and ideas.  We will 
(continued on pg 2) 
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Bosun’s Whistle (continued from pg 1)

be working to execute on the projects we identified that will keep our facilities in ship-shape 
and the input of all the membership is welcome.  As the old saying goes, “membership has its 
privileges,” and the best way to stay informed and engage proactively is to attend the monthly 
membership meetings.  Mark your calendars now for the First Thursday of each month at 8pm.  
For those who are new to the club, these monthly meetings offer a way to meet others and talk 
not only about plans that are in the works but also exchange ideas of things you would like to 
see and do.  It is time well spent.

January was also a cold and snowy month.  After the recent snowstorm, Rick Mullins, Scott 
Kraft, Terry Stott, and Brian Groark, all made sure that the parking lot was plowed, the stairs 
and walkways were shoveled, the boats in the marina were secured, and the bubblers were 
doing their job.  Winter conditions can be dangerous and there are fewer people on the grounds 
keeping an eye on things, so the collective efforts of these members, and others, are important 
and very much appreciated.  Don’t forget, if you see something that isn’t quite right, please 
take a moment and say something to one of the Board members.  

Finally, from the New Year’s Day Brunch to the Frostbite BBQ, and TGIF’s in between, January 
was a fun month.  Both the Power Fleet and the Social Committee held their organizing 
meetings and set out exciting event schedules for this year.  I look forward to seeing a lot of 
cheering fans at the Super Bowl party on February 3, even if your team of choice isn’t in the big 
game.  The food, friends, and festivities are well worth the trip to the clubhouse.

Not into football? Not to worry.  Among the other events on the calendar in February are: the 
Valentine’s Day Wine Tasting, the Overland Cruise, and “game night” TGIF - something for 
everyone!  Come on by and enjoy.  

Annual Membership 
Renewal

• Time to renew your MVYC membership 
and chose your volunteer committees.

• All forms and payment must be 
received by February 28, 2019.

• Please be sure your personal 
information, boat insurance, and 
registration information are updated 
and correct in the directory.

• Print, sign, and include all forms with 
your check and don’t forget to check 
your math!

• Mail or place an envelope in the 
mailbox at the clubhouse:

4817 Tarpon Lane, Alexandria, VA 22309

How to Update Your 
Directory Listing

1. Go to www.MVYC.net and click on the 
Membership Login tab on the top of the 
page.

2. Enter your primary email address and 
password.

3. The Active Member Directory will open. 
This is the homepage for the members 
only section of the website. 

4. The navigation bar across the top of 
the page provides access to member 
information, meeting minutes, and 
miscellaneous club info.

5. Click on members info and select edit.
6. Update your photo, family, boat, and/or 

volunteer information.
7. Click the certify and update button at the 

bottom of the page.
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MVYC member families, we are quickly approaching that time 
of year - our annual dues, fees, and volunteer submittals. Please 
keep a close watch on your email for the 2019 annual dues and fees 
notice, as well as the important volunteer sign-up form. As you all 
know, completed forms and payments must be received 
by MVYC no later than February 28, 2019. You have the 
option to pay in two installments, in which case your first 
payment must be received by the February due date and 
the second payment by April 30, 2019. Late payments 
are subject to late fees, so timely submission is the cost-
effective decision!

When you receive the electronic version of the form 
via email from MVYCNEWS, please (1) fill them out 
completely, (2) print them out, (3) sign them, (4) 
include the signed forms with your check, and (5) mail 
or deliver them to the club.  If you would like to make 
your payments using PayPal, follow the instructions on 
the form but remember, you must add in 3% to cover the 
PayPal charges. 

All requested information, especially your most current 
contact information, current registration/documentation, 
and insurance policy data for your boat must be 
completed on the form. 

Last, but certainly not least, you also must fill out the 
volunteer sign-up form. As a volunteer organization, 
MVYC is run by its members. By doing as much as we can 
ourselves; from maintenance of the marina, club, and 
grounds to arranging boating parties, organizing special 
events, and publishing the newsletter, we eliminate the 
costly overhead of professional management staff. Each 
of us must step up and do our share. Fortunately, we also 
have fun doing it and can all be proud of what we together 
contribute to the MVYC community.

Have questions? Not receiving MVYC News emails? 
Excited to introduce a prospective new member to the 
club? Please email Membership@MVYC.net.

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Feb 18 @ 7:30p
• Mon, Mar 18 @ 7:30a
• Mon, Apr 15 @ 7:30p

Membership Meetings:
• Thur, Feb 7 @ 8:00p
• Thur, Mar 7 @ 8:00p
• Thur, Apr 4 @ 7:30p

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

CALLING ALL 
BOATERS

If you were assigned a boat 
slip for the 2018-2019 year 
and wish to continue to 
occupy a slip; your form and 
payments must be received 
by the February 28th due 
date, so that your request 
can be considered by the 
Marina Chairman for initial 
2019 slip assignments. Late 
payments will cause your slip 
application to be placed on a 
waiting list.

If you are applying for a 
NEW boat slip, and a slip 
is not available, you will be 
placed on the waiting list 
which begins with the re-
ceipt of the application. Your 
signed form is your proper 
slip request. New slip hold-
ers will be invoiced sepa-
rately for the boat slip relat-
ed fees only after a slip has 
been assigned. Note: If you 
are currently on the waiting 
list, you still need to submit 
a new slip application. 
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Marina News

Marina Director
Brian Groark

Now that winter is here and we have had some snow and freezing 
temperatures, this is a good time for a few marina winter updates and 
reminders. Along with the four new bubblers recently purchased, the 
club now has ten bubblers placed throughout the floating dock areas to 
help reduce icing. These are all on thermostats and should not be left 
unplugged. If you need to use the plug, please remember to plug the bubbler back in after 
use. 

Additionally, many members have bubblers of their own. With the high concentration 
of bubblers in certain areas of the marina, it is important to remember to spread the 
electrical load to different receptacles. Depending on the size of the motor on the bubbler, 
the demand can be too great to have more than one plugged into a single GFCI receptacle. 
Further, GFCI receptacles are sensitive to motor loads and can trip even if not overloaded. 
Remember, circuit breakers and GFCI’s are designed to trip when something is wrong. This 
is how they prevent damage and save lives. If you find something is tripping, please contact 
me at marina@mvyc.net and I will look into it. 

That said, a few members have already reached out to me regarding some receptacles that 
are not functioning properly. I have repaired some and continue to do so as I find out about 
them so please keep me informed of any issues. 

Lastly, snow, ice, and freezing temperatures bring slippery conditions. Please remember to 
use caution when walking on the ramps, docks, finger piers, and just around the edge of the 
water in general. It’s best to avoid it all together, but if you must venture out on the docks in 
these conditions, I strongly recommend you have another person there with you just in case 
of a slip and fall. Be safe and stay warm!

New Year’s Day Brunch
MVYC’s Fifth Annual New Year’s 
Day Brunch was a big success this 
year, with over 70 participants. 
Plenty of mimosas and Bloody 
Marys were consumed, and a 
special thanks goes to Diane 
Wilson for bringing her warm 
(spiked) apple cider! Our members 
outdid themselves making 
homemade breakfast casseroles 
and breads for all to share. Thanks 
also to Dan and Chris O’Keefe 
and Mitchell and Jane Mutnick 
for decorating and helping with 
setup/breakdown. Happy 2019 to 
everyone!

By: Peyton 
Diotalevi

WANTED 

Web Developer 
To Help 

Maintain and 
Modernize the 

MVYC’s website
 

Contact 
communications

@mvyc.net
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House News

House Director
Terry Stott

As winter’s cold settles in, the house is in great shape to withstand the 
rest of winter.   Therefore, with the membership approving the new 
budget there will be funds and time to consider a number of improvement 
projects.  Some have been mentioned in membership meetings to include 
replacing the cabinets in the kitchen, new bar stools, and perhaps new 
furniture.  I also want to look at some projects that would lower longer term maintenance 
costs, one of which is putting gutter covers on the house, this would eliminate the need for 
annual gutter cleanings.

As annual dues are coming due in February, this brings to mind all the wonderful ways to 
assist the House Director as a House Volunteer.  Most of the items are simple, like when a 
second pair of hands is needed for a small maintenance project or flexibility is needed to 
meet a maintenance technician. You don’t have to be a master craftsmen or journeyman to 
help, but if you are handy with tools, there are plenty of ways to use those skills also.

Do you have a trade in which you are skilled and willing to lead minor repairs? Are you 
organized or like to shop? You could help buy, stock and organize house supplies and paper 
products. There are lots of ways to help, so please consider where your skill set would be 
most valued and SIGN UP to VOLUNTEER! It’s what makes MVYC the great club that it is!

Grounds News
Grounds Director

Scott Kraft

We’re half-way through winter, which means Spring is on it’s way.  We 
anticipate another great year of activity at the club.  A few updates from 
the Grounds committee.  

I am happy to report that we replaced the two lights on the point (thank 
you to Christine Stavropoulos for assisting the electrician!).  Second, I want to say thank 
you to Ricky Mullins for promptly plowing our parking lot after the snowfall and to all the 
volunteers who helped shovel the walkway, stairs, deck and docks – all of which was done 
without asking. What a great testimony to our club’s volunteerism!

Looking forward, I want to let everyone know that the Board believes it prudent to reseal 
the parking lot this year.  This will likely be done in April when the weather is favorable 
to this kind of work and will require the parking lot to be closed to all traffic for a 24-hour 
period.  We’ll seek to do this on a Monday-Tuesday so we minimize any disruption; also, 
we’ll make sure everyone knows in advance when we plan to do this.

Lastly, we’re starting to think ahead and develop our Spring Clean-Up plans so we can 
beautify our club prior to Commissioning Day, May 5th.  There are plenty of spring chores to 
do which means there will be plenty of opportunities for everyone to help.  If you have any 
ideas or recommendations, please send them to me; otherwise, stay tuned for details and 
plan to join us. 
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February 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28

Membership 
Meeting

Board 
Meeting

Coast Guard 
Auxillary 
Flotilla

Super Bowl 
Party

Wine Fleet 
Captain’s Cup

NO TGIF

Valentine’s 
Day TGIF

Overland 
Cruise

Coast Guard Update
Thank you to everyone who has asked how the government shutdown is impacting the 
Coast Guard. As I write this, over 42,000 active duty Coast Guard members are keeping the 
watch without being paid.

According to an article by four retired CG master chiefs, “the base pay of more than 14,000 
junior members of the Coast Guard (which is about one-third of the active-duty workforce) 
is considered at or just below the established poverty level. Most of these members do not 
have the resources to go without pay over any extended period of time.”
 
As a Board member for Coast Guard Mutual Assistance, I’ve seen first-hand the impact 
this is having on families. It is heartbreaking to see families trying to decide which bills 
to pay or asking how food banks work. However, families are very appreciative of their 
communities’ support and a fishing captain’s channel 16 thank you message is going viral.
 
Coast Guard Mutual Assistance is accepting financial donations at www.cgmshq.org. 
Locally, the USO at Ft. Belvoir has a food bank (see https://metro.uso.org/belvoir). In 
addition, kind comments and social media posts are helping lift Coast Guard families’ 
spirits.

By: Erin Wirth
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March 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28

Membership 
Meeting &
Social Com. 
Mtg

Board 
Meeting

Coast Guard 
Auxillary 
Flotilla

Warm up those taste buds for this year’s food and wine pairings 
competition. You have a knack for wine pairings? You know which 
wines pair with Coquille St. Jacques? Wisconsin Cheddar? Hanger 
steak? Well, this competition is for you. Enter your pairing in 
our friendly competition and you take the prestigious Wine Fleet 
Captain’s Cup! This year, we’re challenging all creative chefs to enter 
their favorite appetizer or entrée, pair it with wine and see how it 
matches up. 

Don’t feel like cooking - join in on the fun anyway. $10 per person; 
mail or drop a check to MVYC, attention Wine Tasting, 4817 Tarpon 
Lane, Alexandria, VA 22309. 

Please respond by February 1 to Jayne Prescott, jebrady57@gmail.
com or Joanne Binette, joannebinette@gmail.com.

Please join us for
THE WINE FLEET’S 

ANNUAL CAPTAIN'S CUP COMPETITION
CELEBRATING VALENTINE'S DAY
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 7:00 p.m.

Game Night 
TGIF

St. Patrick’s 
Day Party
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Security News
Happy New Year & Thanks to all for a great 2018.

Security is something we all must pay close attention to while visiting 
and/or using our club.  Each of us has a responsibility to keep a 
watchful eye on things happening around the club at all times.  I’m 
thankful for everyone working hard to keep our club safe and secure.  
That said, a few reminders for everyone to keep in mind when visiting 
the club.  

Members sometimes use the clubhouse for private events.  These private events range from 
birthday parties, graduations, family affairs, and anything in between.  I would ask that we 
all pay close attention and not interrupt these events by walking through them to access 
restrooms or the Crow’s Nest.  Be courteous to other members who are hosting events in 
our clubhouse.  If you need to use the restroom while a private event is being held, please 
use the pool entrance to access restrooms and/or the Crow’s Next, which is always available 
for member use.  Signage will be posted around the club indicating private events whenever 
needed.  Please pay close attention to the calendar events and mindful to other members.   

The “No Parking” signs used for private events are working well.  If you need more signs 
to reserve parking spaces, extra signs can be found in the security room with a mallet for 
installing them.  

We have experienced incidents involving unauthorized use of our FOB’s (devices that 
access the club).  I work hard to address them on a case by case basis, but please remember 
that you should always escort your guests into the club, and they should never enter the 
premises without you.  The same rule applies when family members are entering the club.  
This is one of our biggest safety concerns and we must always know who is using our club.  
We continue to have intermittent issues with our remote gate access app (Wink).  It’s been 
difficult to track these issues, but please continue to let me know when you notice the 
device if offline.  

When completing your 2019 Membership Renewal, please include all family household 
members and caregivers in the “household members” section (no need to reiterate 
“spouse”) and, at a minimum, the year of birth. These are the only people authorized to 
access our facility—see “Rules & Procedures” for specific access rules for various household 
members. We need birth dates for compliance with our VA ABC license.

As always, call me at 703-550-6023 or email security@mvyc.net if you have a security 
concern.

Security Chair
Bonnie Breneman

DO YOU PLAY BRIDGE? 
Would you like to join an
MVYC Bridge group?
Call or contact Susan Schultz at 
703-830-1380 or SDSchul@AOL.com
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Social News

Social Director
Rebecca Mebane-

Williamson

The Social Committee’s New Year is underway - and we’ve challenged 
ourselves with getting everyone involved with our social events.  Social 
events are an easy, low maintenance way to get to know new members, 
reacquaint with members throughout the year, or just have a little fun 
with all members all year round.  We welcome each of you to attend 
and/or plan an event this upcoming year.  There are several ways to get 
involved.  A few easy ways are:   

Host a TGIF (our weekly BYOB & Potluck get-togethers).  What’s involved?  We have a list 
of things to think about and many members to help you organize or co-host your event.  
It’s easy!  You have a themed, or unthemed event - it’s up to you. Be creative, have fun and 
enjoy - after all it’s TGIF!  Thank you to McSweens and the Mahons who have volunteered 
to host TGIF on July 12.  

Volunteer to help plan one of our signature 
events which occur frequently throughout the 
year.  St. Patrick’s day is right around the corner - 
bring your lucky charms and help plan this event 
- Saturday, March 16. 

Not sure where you fit in?  Attend a monthly  
Social Committee meeting to learn more about 
these, and many more ways to get involved and 
share your ideas for future events.  Planning 
committees are in place to help prepare, set up, 
run and clean up each event.  Social Committee 
meetings are usually held prior to Membership 
meetings - so keep your eyes open for the next 
meeting - we’d love to have you!  

Have more questions? No worries - we’re 
developing a list FAQ’s that will help even the 
novice planner throw a great party!  Remember, 
MVYC has 60 years of party planning under our 
belt, so no party is too small or too big for us to 
throw together.  Social Events coming up include: 
• Friday, Feb 1,  TGIF
• Friday, Feb 8, No TGIF (due to wine event on 

Saturday)
• Friday, Feb 15, Valentine’s TGIF
• Friday,  March 1, Game/Poker night TGIF
• Saturday, March 16, Saint Patrick’s Day Party 

Our next Social Committee Planning Meeting 
Thursday, March 7 at 7:00 pm.  Hope to see you 
there!

New Members are always joining the 
club - and with all the events we have, 
it’s hard to keep track of when they are, 
when you pay, or when you RSVP.  We 
got some MVYC party “cliff notes” are 
here for you!  

TGIF: a weekly casual, come as you are, 
BYOB, Potluck get- together.  

Each Friday night we congregate to end 
the week, enjoy a cold beverage, and 
break bread together.  End your long 
week of commuting by kicking back, 
enjoying views of the Potomac, and 
preparing for the weekend ahead.  Don’t 
know what to bring?  No worries.  Pick 
up a bucket of chicken or make your 
favorite Friday night dish.  This event is 
easy and low maintenance.  

You plan it, we’ll advertise it.  Look 
for reminders in the weekly emails, 
monthly Beacon, or club calendar.  
Event set-up is low key, but we welcome 
decorations and any creative themes 
you have.  Consider it an open canvas to 
explore your inner party planner!  Clean 
up is easy too.  Just throw recycling 
and trash outside, sweep or vacuum (if 
necessary), replace tables and chairs 
to storage locations and voila!  You’ve 
planned your first TGIF.  Please contact 
me if you’re interested in planning or 
hosting the next TGIF.  

Host a TGIF!
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Boating Notes
Did you know that MVYC collaborates with other organizations/
associations to advance the recreational boating both nationally 
and locally to our Chesapeake region?  Well, we do!  Three major 
organizations that we work with are the National Boating Federation 
(NBF), the Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club Association (CBYCA), and the 
Potomac River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA).  We also support the 
activities of organizations such as the Potomac River Keepers and 
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.   

Starting this month and continuing for several additional Beacon 
issues we will be highlighting one organization and their primary activities.  

The Chesapeake Bay Yacht Clubs Association (CBYCA) is an association of yacht clubs, boating 
clubs, and marine associations located throughout the five-state Chesapeake Bay region and 
the District of Columbia.  It was founded in 1957 and is dedicated to addressing the concerns 
and interests of its 130 member organizations and more than 60,000 boaters. It is composed 
of men and women, who volunteer to communicate their mission, inform and work with 
legislatures and other civic groups, and to ensure their members’ voices in each of the five 
states and D.C. are heard. Its purpose is to represent the interest of recreational boating at 
the national, state, and local levels of government, and to promote boating safety, and the 
education of its members and the general public.

For more detailed information, CBYCA maintains a website at www.CBYCA.org. Their website 
also provides you the opportunity to sign up for their monthly newsletter “Chartroom 
Chatter” which provides up to date “hot button” news and information. They also publish a 
directory that includes information on member clubs which is particularly useful for those that 
venture onto the bay and find themselves in need of a good place to dock for the night. 

MVYC has a delegate position to the CBYCA and would love to find someone that would like to 
become involved in the civic/governmental side of recreational boating. It does not require a 
significant amount of time, but would open up a network of like minded volunteers. Contact 
communications@mvyc.net. 

Power Fleet 
Overland Cruise

February 24, 2019
12:00p

RSVPs appreciated 
but not required to 

events@mvyc.net
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