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Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Dan OKeefe

As I sat down to the task of preparing my 
first Bosun’s Whistle, I experienced a severe 
case of writer’s block. What could I have to 
say that would capture the attention of a 
busy MVYC community. I certainly did not 
want to dwell on the pandemic, but “like 
it or not”, I could not reflect on the recent past or look to the future 
without acknowledging the impact Covid -19 has had on our MVYC 
life.

When I think of all that has happened this past year, I can only reflect 
on how difficult it might have been if we didn’t have the Club to 
turn to. While it is true that the pandemic has significantly upset 
our normal social calendar, it has on the other hand challenged us 
to be more creative with our social interactions within the MVYC 
community.

This past summer our pool probably saw more activity than it has in 
years. Families needed to spend some time outside the home and in 
many cases the definition of working from home was flexible enough 
to accommodate some time poolside. Thanks to Rob Catron and the 
Board we had a set of procedures established that allowed “our” pool 
to open and serve our needs.

Thanks to a summer of good boating weather, our captains probably 
spent more time on the water than many had done in past seasons. 
Our big Memorial and Labor Day raft ups were casualties, but we 
did manage our Parade of lights, Red Brown cruise and Fall Cruise 
to Old town. Our marina was full and thanks to Jerry Gray and Frank 
Quigley, and his team of ‘Gas Dock” volunteers we were fortunate to 
be able to make good use of our new gas facility.

Our Point also saw a significant increase in use. Families, tired of 
spending all day at home and not ready to risk other activities, came 
out to take advantage of the beauty of “The Point”. Family fishing 
outings, picnics, gatherings at the fire pit, and just plain old sunset 
watching which caused Judy McCarthy, Roger Bowers and the 
grounds volunteers to reseed the point this past fall. 

This year’s Change of Watch may not have been accompanied by the 
traditional “Commodore’s Ball” but Kudo’s to Christine Stavropoulos 
for organizing a wonderful event. The dessert alone just might start a 
whole new tradition. Thanks Christine.

I guess my point is, we are pretty fortunate to be part of the MVYC 
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community.

Linda Sudhoff has left us with a membership waiting list. As Covid-19 has driven us to isolate ourselves 
from others, our challenge is to make sure we don’t let it interfere with our tradition of having the kind of 
close relationships that have created the great place we share. 

Speaking of traditions, MVYC is about to undertake its initial “virtual” membership meeting. I certainly 
did not expect to drop the gavel for my first meeting in an empty room, but I guess we have to be able to 
react to whatever this pandemic throws at us. On November 13th, Gov Northam instituted a limit of 25 
people at gatherings. This action severely limits our ability to hold our normal membership meetings and 
certainly challenges us to conduct meetings that require a quorum.

In an effort to maintain open communications within our community, the Board has decided to host the 
December 3rd membership meeting as a virtual event.  We have acquired a license for Zoom and you will 
be able to access the meeting via computer or smartphone. The details for access to the meeting can be 
found elsewhere in the Beacon. If you have questions please contact communications@mvyc.net

Finally, I want to thank our newest Immediate Past Commodore for her 10 years of dedication in serving 
our club. For the last two years it has been my pleasure to serve under the leadership of Commodore 
Lauren Bazel and I will continue to seek her counsel in her role as IPC. Even in this crazy year, Lauren has 
overseen the modernization of our gas facility, the revitalization of our ground, and set us underway for 
our pool replacement. Lauren, thanks for your dedication.

Happy Holidays

Change of Watch
EDITED - EJ 

 

Change of Watch 

While this year’s Commodore’s Ball might have fallen victim to the Covid-19 situation 
Christine Stavropoulos was not about to let a pandemic stop us from having a first class 
Change of Watch. So, on the first Saturday in November at approximately the same 
time we would have had the ceremony had there been a Commodore’s Ball, MVYC 
conducted our first virtual enabled Change of Watch.  

After champagne flutes were distributed in 
preparation of the “Toasts” to follow, MC Alexi 
Stavropoulos called us to order. 

After an invocation by Pam Beggan, Alexi turned the 
podium over to Commodore Lauren Bazel. Lauren 
thanked her Board and behind the scenes team for 
their efforts in support of Our MVYC community.  

 After presenting gifts of appreciation, Lauren introduced the new Board of Trustees and 
administered their Oath of Office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As his first official act as Commodore, Dan OKeefe expressed his and the whole club’s 
appreciation to Lauren for her efforts and dedication. He presented her a gift 

symbolizing her leadership. He then 
thanked the past Commodores that he had 
served under for giving him a foundation to 
work from and let them know he would 
continue to seek their guidance. He 
presented Christine Stavropoulos a bouquet 
of flowers in appreciation of her singular 
efforts to make the night special. He turned 
the podium back to Alexi for our traditional 
Toasts and closing remarks. 
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Membership News
It’s been a great two years! The time has really flown by, and I am 
happy to pass the baton to our very capable new Membership Chair, 
John Skudlarek. I have enjoyed the opportunity of getting to know 
so many club members and I appreciate all of you who endorsed 
prospective applicants and sent them our way. Over the past two 
years our club has grown to capacity, adding 34 new member families! I want to extend a very 
heartfelt thank you to the Membership Committee volunteers who joined me in interviewing 
potential members, I greatly appreciate your time and commitment. A special thanks to Teresa 
Dyer, my immediate predecessor, for her guidance and good counsel which helped me to be 
successful.

Please join me in welcoming our newest member families:
Andrew and Kristen Pate - Andrew (Andy) and Kristen reside on Northern Spruce Lane in the 
Woodmill Estates neighborhood of Alexandria. They have three children, Aidan 12, Karissa 11, 
and Alexander, 6. Andy and Kristen are native Floridians and with Andy being an active duty 
member of the U.S. Coast Guard the family has survived seven military moves over the past 
16 plus years! In his spare time, Andy is an assistant scoutmaster and swim team enthusiast. 
Kristen left the corporate life to become a full time stay-at-home mom in 2007, volunteering in 
various areas including Religious Education teacher, PTA president, and classroom helper. The 
family enjoys outdoor activities, boating, team sports and community service. They are looking 
forward to enjoying the pool, boating and social activities of the club.

James T. Brown - James resides on Waterford Place in Old Town Alexandria. He is a retired Army 
officer and federal civil servant serving five years in Korea and transitioning to management 
analyst for the Army at the Pentagon. In retirement James enjoys photography, (he operates his 
own professional photography business), antique car restoration, home renovation, oil painting 
and organizing social events with friends. James is looking forward to expanding his social circle 
at the club and getting involved in boating activities.

Fausto and Donna Vasquez - Fausto and Donna reside on Simsbury Place in the Manors at 
Mount Vernon neighborhood. They have four adult children Daniel, Cristian, Valeri, and Kevin. 
Fausto and Donna enjoy wine tasting, and are especially fond of reds! As a family they enjoy 
swimming, and boating. Donna volunteered for many years on the board of the Riverside 
Garden pool, and Fausto has been a soccer coach for the Fort Hunt Youth Athletic Association 
and Alexandria team cofounder of the Special Olympics. The family actively volunteers for the 

Linda Sudhoff
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It is my privilege to join the MVYC Board and serve as your Membership Committee Chair.  
Thanks and kudos to Linda Sudhoff and the Membership Committee 
who did a magnificent job over the last two years to grow our Club 
membership to capacity with a waiting list! 

I have huge shoes to fill and I will do my best to maintain Linda’s 
momentum and keep our membership rolls vibrant and our 
membership processes friendly and transparent.  If you know someone 
who is interested in joining, please let me know and have them contact 
me at membership@mvyc.net. If you would like to join the Membership 
Committee and meet our applicants, I welcome your participation. 

Thanks very much.

- John

Membership Director
John Skudlarek

December Membership Meeting
Due to the modification to Gov Northam’s executive Order 67, limiting gatherings to less than 25 
people, the Board has decided to conduct the December 3rd membership meeting as a virtual 
only event. We will be using the virtual conferencing capability available via ZOOM.
Access to the meeting will be available via computer or smartphone. Details are below.

Topic: Membership Meeting

Time: Dec 3, 2020 08:00 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

To participate from you computer just click on the link

https://zoom.us/j/96607285550?pwd=Sk5BMERPYm81MVNTSjV5OXBtNUJnZz09

From your phone Dial

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)
       

Special Olympics Virginia, recently earning the family volunteer of the year award in Richmond, 
Va. Fausto and Donna have come to several club sponsored events over the past few years and 
are looking forward to making new friends.

Danielle Thompson - Danielle is a recent Yacht Haven resident, having moved into the 
neighborhood this past January with her two children Catherine, 7 and Ethan, 5. Danielle is a 
professor at Gallaudet University teaching graduate school in counseling and soon moving 
into International Development. Danielle’s family lives all over the world, some local to the 
D.C. area, her parents live in Trinidad and Tobago, and her sister and the rest of her family live 
in Amsterdam and Switzerland. Her favorite season is summer and she is looking forward to 
spending many fun days at the pool with her children and getting involved in club activities.
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Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Sat, Dec 5 @ 9:30am
• Mon, Jan 18 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, Feb 15 @ 7:30pm

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, Dec 3 @ 8:00pm
• Thu, Jan 7 @ 8:00pm
• Thu, Feb 4 @ 8:00pm

Meeting ID: 966 0728 5550
Passcode: 398717
Many of you have become familiar with the virtual conferencing technology by necessity please 
be supportive of those that might not be as familiar. If you have questions please check with fam-
ily or friends or contact communications@mvyc.net
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Rescheduled: 2020 Commodore's Ball 
 

In keeping with the current pandemic restrictions of Maryland Governor Larry 

Hogan, the 2020 Chesapeake Bay Yacht Clubs Association Commodore’s Ball 

is being rescheduled for 1 3 March, 2021. 

 

The Million Dreams  themed event will be exactly as originally planned but held 

at the later date. 

 

The Delta Hotels by Marriott in Hunt Valley, MD will do a blanket room 

reservation cancellation instead of each person calling to cancel. Eventbrite 

RSVPs will be electronically cancelled and credit cards will be refunded. The 

ball committee will have the Eventbrite RSVPs completed this weekend. 

 

The links to the rescheduled event will be updated and communicated at the 

beginning of January 2021. 

 

We hope that you join us in March to honor Commodore Dan Killeen’s memory 

and to celebrate his vision for CBYCA.  
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Social

Social Director
Lindsay Alexander

I am so excited to be joining the MVYC Board and serve as your Social 
Committee Chair.  It is a strange time to be taking over the social commit-
tee, in this crazy 2020 COVID world, but I am committed to find ways for 
us to still celebrate and socialize as a club.  

I think we can work within the guidelines and find ways to hold events that 
are fun, but still safe.  Right now, working on a way for kids to get into the 
Christmas spirit and hopefully see Santa.  If you have other ideas for how to have a safe event, or 
want to help with social committee, please email me at social@mvyc.net.

On Friday October 30th, after several days of heavy rain, 
the sun broke through and allowed us to have our annual 
Trunk or Treat on the Point. While the current situation 
made conducting games like bobbing for apples out of 
the question some folks were super creative at keeping 
social distancing. Walking the plank was a very ingenious 
way of keeping a distance. Regardless, I think a chance to 

dress up and enjoy being outside made the day a success. Thanks to all that 
participated.
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I’m privileged to join the MVYC Board and serve as a Director with 
responsibilities for the House.  I’m excited to work with the terrific board that 
has been assembled. Thanks to Terry Scott, the other directors, and board 
members who did a great job over the last two years to keep our house a 
source of pride, a great event venue, and a fun place to hang out. 

I enjoy trying to repair things and Terry mentioned I should have no 
shortage of opportunities.  Together we generated a list of future projects 
and anticipated maintenance needs. I’m considering a few ‘self-help’ 
projects and if you would like to help, I welcome your participation.  If you 
know something inside the house which requires my attention or have a 
recommended project please contact me at house@mvyc.net.

House

House
Kevin Wirth

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

Well, we’ve made it to December, in this strange year 2020!  That in itself 
is an accomplishment!  So much of our social way of life has had to be cut 
short, but we have made it, so far.  Let’s hope 2021 is not a repeat.  Alas, 
the gardens and the grounds go on.  

We have gotten a lot of things done this year.  The biggest was the new 
Point Garden decorating / hiding around our new above ground gas tank.  
Hooray, we will still have gas for our boats, but also hooray for the peaceful beauty of the 
garden and the distraction from “What gas tank?”  It was truly a team effort, from design and 
installation, to watering, watering,  and more watering. If you remember the season started off 
hot and dry, not conducive for planting young plants.  But our tireless volunteers came through 
with the weekly Water Posse:  Bonnie Breneman on Mondays; Gayle Wood on Wednesdays; 
Jo-Ann Muir and Doug Pickett on Fridays; and Paul Raak on Sunday.  To you all we owe a great 
round of applause and appreciation!  The plants would not have made it without you!  And 
thank you also to those of you who filled in on the rare occasion when our Posse was not 
available.  The plants thank all of you. 

One thing we have since added to our Point Garden is a water faucet, so hopefully next year 
we will have a soaker hose system in the garden so it can take care of itself.  We also had rocks 
put inside the fence around the new gas tank, to hopefully keep the weeds at bay.  Another 
improvement we did this year was to try to grow grass on the Point, under the beer tree and on 
part of the area where the old below-ground gas tank was dug up.  So far I think we have been 
quite successful and once again thanks to the assistance of many volunteers who spread soil 
conditioner, spread fertilizer and grass seed, and put up the annoying red flags and yellow tape.  
Moreover, thanks to all of you who let the grass grow and didn’t walk on it until the yellow tape 
and red flags were gone! 

Volunteers did lots of grounds maintenance with Spring Cleanup and Fall Cleanup and a few 
special sessions just for  weeding, and digging up diseased rose bushes!  Those activities take 
many hours of your time and your physical efforts, and I thank you and the club thanks you.  
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Know that we receive many compliments on your hard work.  Also thanks to Roger Bower, our 
MVYC Volunteer of the Year, for his tireless work and many grasses he has adorned the club 
with, they are in their glory, swaying gently in the breeze and sunlight this time of the year. 

A few days after this year’s Fall Cleanup, (again much mulching, weeding, trimming back of 
vines, spreading of weed killer and fertilizer), Roger Bower and Doug Pickett were instrumental 
in weed whacking back the lawn grass, and spreading, cutting, and pinning landscape cloth, and 
then covering it with mulch around the decorative grasses across from the boat ramp.  Next 
year when the grasses are a little more mature, they will be glorious!  All in all 2020 was not bad 
for the grounds, we still await the replacement of a few plants from Betty’s (that will probably 
happen next spring), we have a few tasks figured out for next year, and most important, we have 
a great group of eager volunteers!  So now it is time for our long winter’s nap!  Happy Holidays!  
See you next year!

TopTech Computer Repair
Home of the Eldest Geek

8332 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA - 703-436-4756

SALES - REPAIRS - SERVICE
Computers - Servers - Laptops

Repair & Upgrade! 
ANY Problem ANY Computer

It does NOT Matter!

   

Craig Baker - Alexander Guthrie
Danko Drincic - Mohamed Abdula

Over 45 Years of Experience - Since BEFORE the PC!

New - Used - Repair - Data Recovery - Service Contracts
Custom Programming - Website Development

SIX MONTH warranty on our used laptops!
SIX MONTH warranty on all repairs!

FREE ESTIMATES - Pickup and Delivery

SPECIALS WITH THIS FLYER FOR MVYC Members:
$40 OFF your purchase (over $200) 

or $30 OFF any repair!

Open 6 Days a Week

10am - 7pm Mon-Sat

cdb@toptechva.com

www.theeldestgeek.com

www.toptechva.com 
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December2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

4 5
Board 

Meeting 
9:30am-
11:30am

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31
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January 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18
Board 

Meeting 
7:00pm-
9:00pm

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31
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Marina
Winter greetings to all – Happy December.  Just a few things from the 
Marina this month.

First, please plan to join us on Saturday, December 12th from 9:00am to 
12:00pm to properly winterize our marina.  We will be pulling/cleaning 
the buoys, securing/purging the dock water, placing bubblers and win-
terizing the ice machines.  I look forward to seeing you there.  With that 
in mind, two quick reminders: 1) all dock water valves are left open for the winter. If you see water 
dripping, do not close the valve.  Instead, please report any dripping valves to marina@mvyc.
net and 2) de-icers (bubblers) are being emplaced.  These are put in place by the club to protect 
the floating docks.  Once in place they should not be moved or unplugged. Also, all bubblers, to 
include personally owned and emplaced ones, need to have a thermostat attached in order to 
prevent unnecessary electrical usage (cost).  The Club has a few thermostats available for loan 
should you need one 

Second, please continue to be vigilant throughout the coming months.  Winter is utmost unfor-
giving to boats, docks and people walking on ice!  Look out for each other and if you see some-
thing that needs prompt attention, don’t hesitate to contact the Marina Chair.  Also, this is a great 
time to ensure your membership information, including your boat information is current and 
complete.  And please take some time to review the Marina Rules.  It’s only three pages long, but 
I bet you’ll learn (or remember again) something that has a sound reason for being a part of our 
shared rulebook!  

Lastly, I greatly appreciate everyone’s earnest support these past 12 months.  It is a privilege to 
serve our Club and I encourage everyone to get involved whenever and however you can.  Go-
ing forward, we are all (again) in the most capable of hands as John Binette takes over (again) as 
Marina Chair.  I know and appreciate that everyone will continue to give him the same support 
you’ve so generously given in service of our extraordinary boating community.

Scott Kraft
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Ask Helen
Dear Helen,

As Christmas is approaching and COVID is seemingly getting worse, how can I reassure my kids that 
Christmas isn’t cancelled and that we can keep Santa safe?
Sincerely,
Baby, It’s COVID Outside

Dear Baby, It’s COVID Outside

The convergence of the holidays and the virus is making a lot of people uneasy this year.  It will be really 
important to reassure our kids that the magic of Christmas is alive and well in 2020.  I think no matter how 
bad things are, we can all agree that Santa is an essential worker.  And as far as the presents go, we have 
seen interruptions in the supply chain over the last year but that won’t impact Santa because of course he 
has his elves making all of the gifts right there in the North Pole.  
But if we are being honest, Santa does fall into the high-risk category. He has been old as long as anyone 
can remember and while no one knows Santa’s actual age I think it’s definitely up there.  In addition, based 
on his appearance and candy cane consuming lifestyle it is likely he has type II diabetes.  We do need to 
keep Santa safe.  

The good news is that the nature of Santa’s delivery of presents is textbook social distancing because if 
you are not in your bed when he comes around to your house, he will pass you by regardless.  It is a true 
contactless delivery, and Santa also wears gloves. Santa also self-quarantines 364 days a year. Taking 
these things into consideration, I think we can all rest assured that Christmas will go on as scheduled and 
we will keep Santa safe. Just do not be offended if he doesn’t eat your cookies and milk this year. Maybe 
instead leave some hand sanitizer out for him… and maybe a roll of toilet paper.   
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Mt Vernon HS Crew Team Fundraiser 
AIR HOCKEY TABLE FOR SALE  

Full size air hockey table, 8’ x 4’2”.  Excellent cosmetic and working condition table by Easton with auto 
electronic scoring, game timer, and audio scoring announcement.  Comes with two pair of paddles and 

four pucks.  I am asking for a donation to the Mount Vernon Crew team for the table (suggested $150, 
team is a registered non-profit organization).  I can’t deliver but I would be happy to help load it, and/or 
partially disassemble it for transport.  Please contact “SudS” Sudhoff by email for any questions or to 

arrange a demo.  Thanks.  mr.suds@cox.net 
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