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Bosun’s Whistle

Breathe in that beautiful Spring air!  Yes, finally, 
Winter is over. We know, because all socks have 
been burned to mark the occasion.   Thank you 
to Scott Williamson, Mike Holland, and crew for organizing this annual 
kick-off to boating season.  The fair winds were a bit overzealous that day 
but a good time was had by all.

Sadly, not all was joyful this past month.  The Club family bid farewell to 
longtime member Lady Kaye Matthews.  Kaye and former Commodore, 
Sir Stuart Matthews, have been active members since 1981 and she will 
be missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing her. 

The month of April will be busy and exciting around the club.  In 
anticipation of Commissioning Day on Sunday, May 5, we will need 
the help of all the member volunteers to come together and make the 
house, grounds, and marina look their very best.  Before we all pull 
out our nautical attire for the Commissioning Day festivities, grab your 
gloves and garden tools on April 6 and help with the spring clean-up. 
There is nothing like that feeling of pride that will come when you see 
how beautiful everything will look thanks to your hard work.  Unless, of 
course, it’s that warm feeling you get from the smiles of our own grateful 
Dolphins that you helped support at the Pancake Breakfast fundraiser.  
Remember, there are no calories in pancakes eaten for a good cause! If I 
am wrong, look on the bright side, you worked them off anyway.  

We all know spring cleaning chores take more than just one day, however, 
so if you can’t make on April 6, there will be a second clean-up day 
scheduled for April 27.  In addition to finishing up projects, that is also 
the day the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary will be on-site to to do boat safety 
inspections. Please take the time to read Bonnie Brenemen’s article in 
this Beacon and, more importantly, take the time to ensure you and your 
vessel are prepared to boat safely this year.  

(continued on pg 2) 
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 Bosun’s Whistle (continued from pg 1)

After you get that safety sticker affixed proudly to the port side of your vessel, start planning for how you can dress 
the rest of your boat for Commissioning Day.  Each year, prizes are awarded for the best-decorated powerboat

As this issue of the Beacon gets published, we are on the way to warmer weather, and 
hopefully less rain. With the 2019 Sock Burning behind us, outdoor activity at the 
club will start to pick up, and boats will be filling the marina. The marina, pool, and 
the house will start to see more use by the club members.  During these months we 
will work to keep the house in good order by calling on the house volunteers to help 
where needed. 

To me one of the big issues with any club like ours is the organization of available storage space. 
Which means, answering the question, where we can store those items that members may need 
on short notice?  With that thought in mind, I will be calling on the house volunteers to help 
me with organizing the Kitchen storage and other spaces.  Just goes to prove you cannot run our 
club without volunteers!

Thanks to all those that volunteer to help and I look forward to working with you to keep the 
house as beautiful as the warm, summer weather.

House News

Terry
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Spring is traditionally a season of change for our Club as we start to 
venture outdoors and begin planning our warm weather activities. 
This change brings a few departures from our club, Matt and Jess 
Flesch, Jayad Hassan and Sabiha Ahmed, and Roderick and Carolyn Henderson. We wish 
them well in their new ventures and hope that they come back to visit when they can.

Spring also brings us some potential new faces. We have extended a membership offer 
to Kevin and Astrid Haugh and I’ve posted three new applications on the Club bulletin 
board.

• Michael and Patricia Young, endorsed by Jeff Kirkland and Amy Walker; Paul and Sara 
Raak, endorsed by 
• Adam Roca and Julie Thomas;
• Second time applicants Rex and Linci Winter, endorsed by Peter Esser and Jay Rupp.

Please review the postings and feel free to send me any comments at membership@
mvyc.net 

Our current membership stands at 211 families
so I again encourage you to invite your friends and neighbors to our Club for a visit. 
Commissioning Day, coming up May 5, is a great opportunity for us to showcase our 
beautiful Club and entice prospective new members to join!

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

SECOND INSTALLMENT FOR DUES AND FEES DUE APRIL 30

To those who opted to pay their 2019 dues and fees in two installments your final payment is due 
no later than April 30, 2019. All payments received by midnight April 30 are timely. If you miss the 

deadline, you will be subject to late fees. Please feel free to contact me at membership@mvyc.net if 
you have any questions about your membership or payments due

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Apr 15 @ 7:30p
• Mon, May 20  7:30p
• Mon, June 17  @ 7:30p

Membership Meetings:
• Thur, Apr 4 @ 8:00p
• Thur, May 2@ 8:00p
• Thur, June 6 @ 8:00p
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

HELP OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 
MAKE

 A GOOD FIRST IMPRESSION

SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2019
6PM – MIDNIGHT

FOOD, LIBATIONS, LIVE MUSIC

DETAILS TO COME…

SAVE THE DATE AND STAY TUNED

Commissioning Day Decorating Contest

Calling all families, kids, kidders, groups of friends, swimmers, kayakers, swim teamers, 
sailors, 5:00 o’clockers, sailboarders, motor boaters, wine and beer drinkers, sunbathers, 
TGIFers, animal lovers, runners, poker players, dog walkers, pool side readers, walkers, 
dreamers, wine and beer abstainers, gamers, bikers, individuals -- well, you get the idea 
– anyone and everyone.  MVYC is having a Commissioning Day decorating contest.  We 
really hope you will join in the fun!  

For many years we’ve asked sailors and motor boaters to decorate their boats to make 
Commissioning Day more festive and fun.  This year we’ve come up with a way for folks 
without boats to also be part of the decorating fun -- just select a section of the chain 
link fence (either the one along the property line or the one around the pool (the side 
facing the parking lot and marina) and decorate it!  

Our judges are lined up and ready to see what you can create.  Prizes will be handed out 
for the best fence decoration, best sailboat décor, and best motor boat decoration.  The 
only rules are:
Complete decoration by no later than noon on Sunday, May 5th, 2019 Commissioning 
Day.
Don’t step on the landscaping.
Watch the weather and don’t use materials that would be a mess to clean up (like toilet 
paper or streamers) if rain is expected.
Remove your creation by no later than Monday, May 6th.
Notify Kathy Ichter (ichter@verizon.net or 703-354-3728) which fence section is yours, 
so we know to whom the prize goes.

Hoping for bright sunny weather and looking forward to seeing what everyone dreams 
up to decorate the fences and boats this year!!!
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Sherry

MVYC Dolphin News
On You Mark!
By Sherry Catron, Swim Team Representative

April not only means warmer weather, pollen and spring flowers; it means lots of planning 
has taken place for our Dolphins Swim Team. Our first event of the season will be our 
Pancake Breakfast, Saturday April 6, 2019 at 8:00AM. We will have All You Can Eat Pancakes, 
bacon, sausage, orange juice, coffee and other breakfast items for a donation to the Swim 
Team before you head out to help with the Club Spring
Cleanup that day. 

For those new to club or haven’t yet tried spending the summer with us, our objective is for each child to 
have fun while learning to improve his or her overall physical fitness and swimming skills. We emphasize 
development of swimming skills and team sportsmanship. Daily practices provide the swimmers with skills 
necessary to be a viable part of the swim team.  It is not all work either, there are games of Sharks and Minnows, 
Fun Fridays, lots of popsicles and other pool gatherings for parents and swimmers to enjoy.  We have 5 dual 
meets this year on Saturdays and even take a break for July 4th. 
  
If you are interested in joining our team I encourage you to join us Saturday, May 18 at 5:30pm for our Kickoff 
Banquet. Bring a dish to share and you can chat with team members and see first hand how much fun we 
have together. Coach Meredith will be there to answer questions as well. Please email me at sherrycatron@
gmail.com for more information or checkout our team website at http://www.teamunify.com/Home.
jsp?team=recdcclmvyc
 
IMPORTANT DATES:

May 18, 2019  - Kickoff Banquet at MVYC Clubhouse – 5:30pm
The Ship’s Store and Sports Fair will be there for all your Spirit and Swimming Needs

May 28, 2019 - First Day of Practice – 8 years old and Unders 4:30-5:30pm
at the Pool  9 years old and Over 5:30-6:30pm

June 15, 2019 – First Swim Meet at home against Hidden Creek Country Club. 

Hello friends, it’s almost the 2019 pool season.  In order to get the pool in tip top shape 
for swimming and sunning join us on the morning of April 
6 during the grounds clean up (and right after the pancake breakfast) to spruce
up the pool area as well.  We will be getting the leaves off the deck and sanding/painting 
a few rusty posts.  As a reminder you can click here to review the pool rules as we want 
to remember to be safe while enjoying our shared pool space.  Some key points 
to remember: 
• Obey the lifeguards.
• No running on the pool deck.
• Entrance to the pool area is through the locker rooms only.
• When using the diving board, no rafts/kickboards can be thrown from the board and no goggles can be 
worn by a person jumping.  Only one person at a time may jump and the next jumper must wait until the 
previous jumper has reached the ladder before jumping. 
• No hanging on the lane lines. 
• The use of the pool for parties requires prior approval of the Board. 

Here’s to a great pool season.  Be sure to check out the swim team article for information on how to join 
the team.  

Pool

Nicole
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Date Time Event Location 

April 4, 2019 
Saturday 

7:00AM Pancake Breakfast 
MVYC  

Clubhouse 
May 18, 2019 

Saturday 
5:30PM 

Swim Team Kick Off 
Banquet 

MVYC 
Clubhouse 

May 26, 2019 
Sunday 

11:00AM-3:00PM 
Memorial Day 
Fun Pool Party 

MVYC 

May 28, 2019 
Tuesday 

8 and Unders 4:30PM-5:30PM 
9 and Over 5:30PM-6:30PM 

Afternoon Practice Begins MVYC 

June 7, 2019 
Friday 

During Practice 
Time Trials 

Officials/Timers Needed 
MVYC 

June 14, 2019 
Friday 

6:30PM-Pool Closes  TGIF Taco Bar Poolside MVYC 

June 15, 2019 
Saturday 

8:00AM Warm Up 
9:00AM Meet Begins 

First Meet vs.  
Hidden Creek CC 

MVYC 

June 17, 2019 
Monday 

 

Monday -Friday 
9:00AM-10AM 8 and Unders 

10AM-11AM 9 and Overs 
 

Afternoon Practice All Ages 
Monday-Thursday 

5:30PM-6:30PM 

Morning 
Practice 
Begins 

MVYC 

June 22, 2019 
Saturday 

8:00AM Warm Up 
9:00AM Meet Begins 

Second Meet vs.  
Evergreen CC 

Evergreen CC 

June 29, 2019 
Saturday 

8:00AM Warm Up 
9:00AM Meet Begins 

Third Meet vs.  
Mt. Vernon CC 

Mt. Vernon CC 

July 4, 2019 
Thursday 

11:00AM-4:00PM 
July 4th  Celebration Hosted 

By the Swim Team 
MVYC Poolside 

July 12, 2019 
Friday 

5:00PM Social Event of Some Sort MVYC Poolside 

July 13, 2019 
Saturday 

8:00AM Warm Up 
9:00AM Meet Begins 

Fourth Meet vs.  
Springfield Golf & CC 

Springfield Golf & CC 

July 14, 2019 
Sunday 

Warm Up Time TBD 
9:00AM Start Time 

DCCL Relay Carnival 
Riverbend Country 

Club 
July 19, 2019 

Friday 
6:00PM 

Parent Relays/Social 
Evening By the Pool 

MVYC 

July 20, 2019 
Saturday 

8:00AM Warm Ups 
9:00AM Meet Begins 

Fifth Meet vs.  
International CC 

MVYC 

July 22, 2019 
(Approx Date) 

4:00PM 
(Awaiting Invite for Team) 

Ft. Hunt Sportsman 
IM Invitational 

????? 

July 27, 2019 
Saturday 

Warm Up Time TBD 
8:30AM Start Time – Girls 

Noon Start Time  - Boys 
All Star Qualifiers Country Club of Fairfax 

July 28, 2019 
Sunday 

Warm Up Time TBD 
9:00AM Start 

All Star Finals 
Westwood Country 

Club 
July 29, 2018 

Sunday 
6:30PM 

End of Season 
Awards Banquet 

MVYC 

2019 MVYC Swim Team Schedule 

Dolphin’s Season Schedule
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Grounds News

Grounds Director
Scott Kraft

Grounds
NCAA basketball tournament, Spring Break, Easter, Stanley Cup… can only mean one 
thing.  Spring has sprung!  It is this season that reminds me vividly that we get to live, 
work and play in an amazingly beautiful corner of the world.  And to top it all off, our 
Club is a true parcel of paradise!  With that in mind, let me kindly remind everyone that 
we make it and keep it that way through our shared labor of love.
Are you eager to get outside, share some great company, break in your working gloves, and see the immediate 
fruits of your labor?  Well, the Grounds Committee will provide you with just that opportunity.  We will be 
conducting our annual Club Spring Clean Up days on both April 6th and April 27th from 8:00 am to 12:00 
pm.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to join in and help us tackle a variety of projects around our club 
so that we all can readily and thoroughly enjoy it throughout the upcoming season.  Rest assured – there are 
no special skills required.  “And there’s more”… a true early-bird special -- the Swimming Team will host their 
Pancake Breakfast on April 6th.
In an attempt to bring some order to chaos, I’ve created a (Google Docs) sign-up sheet so we can collaborate 
and organize for maximum efficiency and productivity.  If you don’t want to type the link below into your 
browser, then email me at the “Grounds Email Account” below and I will be able to share the link with you. 
Remember, “many hands make light work”.  Please take a minute to sign up and I look forward to seeing you 
there.  Any questions or recommendations, don’t hesitate to let me know: I can be reached at grounds@mvyc.
net.
MVYC 2019 Spring Clean Up Link: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1-
RJNE9hmdMkDhbHeWFDnMKszpha-gE77U0V4H2pk7sw/edit?usp=sharing

Power Fleet 
Overland Cruise

The annual Safety Inspection will be on April 27th and the Brunch Cruise will be on April 28th. The Safety 
Inspection is great opportunity for you to have Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 25-08 personnel inspect your 
boat. This inspection is for basic safety so to ensure a safe season of boating and fun. When you pass the 
inspection you also get a nifty sticker to put on the window of your boat! The safety inspections start at 
0900, so get there early!
 
Please note that the Brunch Cruise is traditionally the day after the Safety Inspection day, on Sunday April 
28th. This year the river is looking much cleaner and safer than last year, so I’m hoping we are able to run 
a large group of boats up river to Old Dominion Boat Club for brunch. The Brunch Cruise is a wonderful 
opportunity to hop on a boat, cruise up or down the river and enjoy a nice brunch with your fellow club 
members. You do not have to have a boat to join, just sign up! More information will follow, so keep an 
eye on your email.
 
MVYC Summer Cruise will be heading to Coles Point Marina Friday August 16th – 18th. This year Coles 
Point has started using https://www.snagaslip.com/ for boat slip reservations. Please Phone: (804) 472-
4011 or Email: info@colespointmarina.com for RV and house reservations. Get you reservation now! We 
will send out more information as August draws near.

Mike Holland
Power Fleet Captain
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April 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 131

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

Membership 
Meeting

Board 
Meeting

Coast Guard 
Auxillary 
Flotilla

Grounds 
Cleanup

Marina

PRYCA 
Commodore’s
Dinner

Grounds 
Cleanup

USCGA Boat 
Safety 
Inspections

Brunch 
Cruise

Spring is here which means boating activity will soon be returning to the ma-
rina.  It’s the time of year to get the marina back into shape for the boating 
season.  Soon we will be removing the bubblers, but if you are bringing your 
boat back into the slip in the early Spring, please be sure to check that the area 
is clear of the bubblers.  Over the course of the next month, we’ll also be setting
the no wake buoys, preparing the ice machine for Summer, and making any needed
repairs to the dock water lines.  
Thanks to all those that signed up to volunteer on the marina projects.  Once it gets a little 
warmer, I’ll be reaching out to get a group together to (finally) install the rub rails on the Outer 
W finger piers.  So keep a look out for that.  
Lastly, slip assignments went out in March.  If you were expecting to receive an assignment and 
did not, please contact me a marina@mvyc.net.  We still have a few slips available for smaller 
boats so if you need one, please reach out.  

Brian
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MAy 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 
Membership 
Meeting
8:00-9:00 pm

3 
Cinco de Mayo 
7:00 pm

4 
MVYC Photo 
Shoot

5 
Commissioning 
Day

6 7 8 9 10 11
Mother’s Day Tea  

12 13 14 15 16 
Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Flotilla 
25-08

17 18 
Swim Team Kick 
Off Banquet

19 
House Rental 
12:00-6:00 pm

20 
MVYC Board 
Meetings
7:30-9:30 pm

21 22 23 24 25 
Memorial Day 
Raft UP

26 
Memorial Day 
Pool Party
11:00 am-3:30 pm

27 28 
Dolphins 
Practices Begin
4:30-6:30 pm

29 31

St. Patty’s Day 
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Security News
Happy Spring to all, here is this month’s security update. The damaged event 
parking sign has been replaced. Please remember to be careful when driving 
within the Yacht Haven community and within the club grounds. With the 
warmer weather upon us more people will be walking and biking on the 
streets and more members and guests will be enjoying our club. Let’s look out 
for each other.

Please remember to update your directory information—including relationships & birthdates, this 
important to make sure we know who is whom. How-to information is available elsewhere in the 
Beacon or on-line.

As you know, we have an understanding with Fairfax County Police to enforce all state & county codes 
on private property.  For non-emergency situations, such as trespassers on the out-lot at the end of 
the lagoon, call the non-emergency number, 703-691-2131. In an emergency, dial 911.

If you see something, say something! We would rather have a misunderstanding than an accident. As 
always, Please call or email if you have any questions or a security concern.

Bonnie Breneman, PC, Security Chair
security@mvyc.net
703-550-6023

Security Chair
Bonnie Breneman

Safety Day
SAFETY DAY 2019 
presented by Mike Holland, PF Captain; Bonnie Breneman, Fl 25-06; Scott Williamson, Fl 25-08

On April 27th, promises to be a busy day at MVYC! Besides the Spring Clean-up, part 2, hosted by the 
Grounds Committee, the Power Fleet will host our annual Safety Day. The USCG Auxiliary Flotilla 25-08 

will provide personnel for Vessel Safety Checks—a free service to assure 
that your vessel has the apt safety equipment to comply with federal and 
state requirements. Compliance is denoted with an annual decal which, 
when properly displayed, alerts law enforcement, USCG, and fellow boa-
ters of your commitment to safe boating. We will have online and onsite 
sign-ups available. The event will run between 0900 and 1300. The power 
fleet will provide lunch around noon.

What is a Vessel Safety Check?
A Vessel Safety Check (VSC) is a courtesy inspection offered by the 
USCG Auxiliary to help the recreational boating community have safe 
and enjoyable experiences on the water. It is free of charge and performed 

at your boat whether in your slip, boatyard, or driveway. A vessel safety check usually takes 15 to 30 mi-
nutes, depending upon the size of your boat.

What’s In it For Me?
Vessels passing safety checks are awarded a U.S. Coast Guard / Auxiliary Decal that informs any intere-
sted parties, including law enforcement, that your boat was in full compliance with all Federal and State 
boating laws during a safety check for that year. Best of all, every Vessel Safety Check is 100% Free of 
charge!
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Why Receive a Vessel Safety Check?
Safety! The peace of mind that your boat meets federal safety standards and that in an emergency you 
will have the necessary equipment to save lives and summon help.Vessel Safety Checks are also great op-
portunities to exchange information about local boating conditions, equipment, communications, and 
safety/rescue procedures. In many cases boating insurance agencies offer discounts for vessels which 
undergo a Vessel Safety Check every year. All decals and safety checks are void December 31st of year 
they are inspected, they are also void should the operator /owner fail to maintain the vessels equipment 
or the vessel itself to the standard at the time of the safety check.

What Type of Items Are Checked?
All of these items are currently required by federal and state laws and, if missing or non-operating, can-
-at best--result in a citation if your vessel is inspected by law enforcement and--at worst--result in dam-
aged or destroyed property and/or injury or death to you, a guest on your vessel, or other mariners. 
*Life Jackets, Registration and numbering, Navigation lights, Ventilation, Fire extinguishers, Distress 
signals (flares, horn, etc.), Battery cover and connections* 

What if my boat doesn’t pass a VSC?
If your boat does not pass, you are provided a complimentary written report that clearly identifies any 
discrepancies requiring attention before getting underway. An inspection failure is not a citation. How-
ever, if you get underway with discrepancies and are inspected by law enforcement (e.g., Harbor and 
Marine Patrols, State Game Officials, USCG), you may receive a citation. 

We also traditionally encourage an informal swap meet—that boating equipment you no longer need or 
want may be valued by a fellow boater!

Go to http://uscgboating.org/regulations/federal-laws.php to find out what you need to comply. If you 
meet the federal requirements, used for VSCs, you also meet VA and MD state vessel requirements. Re-
member that although Dogue Creek is a VA waterway, the Potomac River is MD water and north of the 
WWB, DC water. VA, MD and DC do mandate completion of a boating safety course, proof of which 
must be provided when requested by law enforcement.

Other resources:
https://www.dgif.virginia.gov/boating/education/requirement/
http://dnr.maryland.gov/nrp/Pages/BoatingSafety/home.aspx
https://mpdc.dc.gov/page/harbor-and-boating-safety-regulations
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Social News

Social Director
Rebecca Mebane-

Williamson

• March commenced with a Mardi Gras/Game night TGIF hosted by my husband 
and me.  There was plenty of Cajun cuisine, beads, and even a King Cake.  After 
dinner, there was a friendly poker game, while others played Trivia Pursuit and 
another group enjoyed a game of Taboo.   

• On Friday, March 8th, Lindsay Alexander, Rachel Daigle and Brooke Demetriou 
hosted a family friendly kids pizza party TGIF.   With a start time of 5:00 pm, we 
had a large turnout of kids and adults who enjoyed pizza and other snacks.  We are hoping to offer more of 
these kid friendly events especially this summer.   

• 
• Saturday night March 16th  found more than 75 Members and guests at the club celebrating the “Wearing 

of the Green” at our St. Patrick’s Day Party hosted by O’Keefe’s and Gene Diotalevi. Guests were treated 
to an evening of Irish food, music, and beverages. More importantly folks got a chance to relax with old 
friends and to make some new ones.

• Special thanks to our Chefs (Erin & Kevin Wirth and Gene Diotalevi) for a delicious dinner. We heard 
nothing but compliments all night long.  Thanks, also, to Judy McCarthy and her team of servers Kim 
Donock, Jane Mutnick, and Mary Kaye Schoens that kept the lines moving and well stocked.  Thanks also, 
to all of those that brought those wonderful appetizers and desserts and those that gave up their Friday 
evening to set up for the party. We could not have had the great fun without your efforts. 

• A big thank you to all those who came to the Social Committee meeting on March 7th.  We had quite a 
large crowd of creative people who came up with the theme for our New Members’ party which will be on 
June 22nd.   We have already booked the band for this event so plans are well underway.  The next Social 
Committee Meeting will be Thursday, April 4th at 7:00 pm.  All are welcome and we would love to hear 
your ideas! 

• Social Events coming up: 
• Thursday, April 4th, 7:00 pm:  Social Committee Meeting
• Saturday, April 14th, afternoon:  Kids’ Spring Event.  Kids of all ages are invited to come join in an afternoon 

of arts & crafts and games.  Stayed tuned for more information.   If you are interested in helping out with 
this event, please contact Lindsay Alexander at linzb9@hotmail.com or social@mvyc.net. 

• Friday, April 26th TGIF:  Come say Bon Voyage to Angie & David Miskimens and wish them Fair Winds and 
Following Seas.  Hosted by Miskimens/Stavropoulos. 

• Friday, May 3rd TGIF:  “Cinco de Mayo” hosted by Ortiz’s. 
• Sunday, May 5th, 2:00 pm:  Our Annual Commissioning Day and Blessing of the Fleets.  There will be a 

performance of the United States Coast Guard Ceremonial Honor Guard Silent Drill Team, and lunch 
afterwards.  Make sure to participate in the fence or boat decorating.   Please make sure that you RSVP to 
events@mvyc.net.  

• Saturday, May 11th, 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm:   Mother’s Day Tea hosted by Pam and Blair Beggan.  Keep an eye 
out for more information.
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Burning Our Socks
13 th Annual Sock Burning
On Saturday, March 23 rd the Power fleet, sponsored our 13 th annual
welcoming of the Spring Equinox with our burning of the socks. While the
day’s high winds kept many near the fire pits, we did not have the fire issues
that are rumored to have occurred during our inaugural event.
The afternoon kicked off with a Chili/Soup competition. With approximately a
dozen entry’s split pretty evenly between the two, most all were able to find
a favorite to vote for. Brats, burgers, and dogs were also available for those
that passed on the competition entries. The Ortiz’s soup entry and Adam
Roca’s Chili were awarded the Golden Ladles.
New this year was the addition of Sack(Sock) races for the youth. I am not
sure who won but all received prizes and I am sure all had fun.
We did not have our traditional guest speakers but we did have a reading of
Bill Gard’s “Ode to the MVYC Sock Burners” and thanks to Jim Borches we
had our traditional sock for signing and burning.
The afternoon/evening/night ended with the traditional gathering around the
fire pit for stories and fellowship.
Thanks to Scott and Rebecca Williamson for hosting a great event. Pictures
courtesy Jane Mutnick, Scott & Rebecca, and me.
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The Mount Vernon Yacht Club Commodore 
extends a warm invitation to our annual 

Commissioning Day and Blessing of the Fleets. 
 

Sunday, 5 May 2019 at 2:00 PM 
 
The Mount Vernon Yacht Club celebrates its annual “Commissioning Day” and “Blessing of the 
Fleets” ceremony every spring. Passed down through generations of sailors and navies around the 
world, the centuries-old ceremony is intended to safeguard crews and ships from the danger of the 
seas through a traditional blessing given by a clergyman at the water’s edge. Our ceremony is brief 
and highlighted by a performance of the United States Coast Guard Ceremonial Honor Guard 
Silent Drill Team. 
As active members of the Mount Vernon Yacht Club, members of the community and stewards of 
the Potomac River, it is my hope that you will join us in ushering in another wonderful boating 
season while enjoying lunch and refreshments and the sweeping views of the mighty Potomac 
River. 
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to events@mvyc.net.   While lunch is being provided at no 
charge, we need to get an accurate count for our champagne toast as well as other beverages and 
food. 

 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club – the gem of the Potomac since 1956! 
www.mvyc.net 



www.mvyc.net The Beacon April 2019

        KingsJewelry.NET
609 King Street

Old Town Alexandria
703-549-0011

Open Thurs 10am-8pm
Mon-Sat 10am-6pm
Closed Sundays

Family owned and operated for over 60 years.

A MUST READ
This family owned business is the best!  

Coming from a stressed out newly
engaged bride-to-be, they went out

of their way to accommodate my ring 
redesign requests, in a timely manner.
Then we bought my wedding band
thethere. I now take all my jewelry to 

King's to have it repaired, appraised
and love the beautiful and unique 
jewelry that they carry.  Everyone

is very knowledgeable and friendly.
 I wouldn't go anywhere else but 

        King's Jewelry." — Lynne Williams
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