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It feels like summer. It looks like summer. But 
it can’t really be summer if the MVYC pool 
isn’t open. Can it?

Much like everything else this year, we have 
to adjust what we expect with what we see, 
as the new world order in which we find ourselves.  When it comes 
to the pool and other activities here at the club, we also will have 
to remain nimble. As we figure out together, what we need to do to 
emerge from this public health crisis and prevent a resurgence of the 
virus that has thus far up-ended our day-to-day existence.

What we have done thus far has been remarkable.  Thank you for 
selfishly quarantining yourselves to protect your families and at 
the same time selflessly putting aside the broad array of social 
activities, school time, shopping, and going to work that normally 
would fill your days.  Thank you for doing what needed to be done to 
aggressively stop the spread of this deadly virus in the community 
in which we live.  Should you ever grow weary of the sacrifices you 
are making, please lift your gaze and remember what we each do is 
important to the health and safety of all of us.

Nonetheless, we all want to return to what we think of as “normal” 
– a multi-boat raft up in Pohick Bay; a solo pool chaise claimed early 
in the day that quickly is surrounded by other chairs and friends with 
coolers; a Saturday swim meet where we all cheer when one kid hits 
their personal best; a succession of hot grills on the Point cooking 
dinner before the bonfire roars.  We will get back there, But it will 
take some time and some effort by all of us in order to get there 
safely. 

Even under the stay at home order, we continued to prepare for the 
summer pool season.  Rob Catron and Gene Diotalevi have worked 
with our pool services company to ensure that the systems are 
up and running and the pool is cleaned and ready for use. Once 
the cover was removed, however, we again found small leaks that 
needed repair.  Fortunately, the repair work was relatively minor and 
did not threaten our ability to open.  

 The continued instability of the pool confirms that our decision 
to move forward this year with the consulting, engineering and 
permitting phase of full replacement was a wise one.  The firm we 
engaged, Vista Pool Landscape & Design, has provided its first 
deliverable, the Soil Boring Report, which provides information as 
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to the soil consistency underneath the pool.  This report is one of many we expect as we continue our 
phased approach to the pool renovation.  Over the coming weeks, we should have the structural plans 
and civil drawings that will allow us to accurately price out and budget for the renovation. 

At the same time, we are in the process of working with our bank to refinance our mortgage loan 
and discuss our options for financing a renovation of this magnitude.  We were hoping to give ourselves 
the option to initiate construction in the early fall if the COVID-19 situation was one that cancelled the 
pool season completely.

However, it has become clear that we will be unable to close our house refinance, with the construction 
line of credit by the expiration of our current loan on July 31. The terms of the refinance were very good, 
but the mounds of documentation required by the bank for the construction portion of the loan are so 
great that we will be unable to meet the deadline for approval.  The pool company we have contracted 
with for the engineering phase, Vista Pro Landscaping, is unable to provide the bank the detailed 
engineering drawings in the time necessary to meet the loan processing requirements. Vista Pro is 
moving forward, but not at a pace that provides any comfort regarding our ability to close the loan or 
begin renovating the pool in September of 2020.

What to expect next::

* The Bridge has asked Burke & Herbert to draft new refinance terms that will allow us to quickly support 
a new five year A.R.M. without taking equity from the house or a line of credit.  

* Upon receipt of the engineering, design and permits, we will seek renovation proposals  from multiple 
sources.

*  Select a vendor and look to start pool renovations in the fall of 2021.

In the meantime, we hope to get as much enjoyment out of the pool that this season will allow.  Toward 
the end, Rob Catron has been working hard to pull together a set of protocols for the pool that will allow 
us to open consistent with the Phased reopening process defined by Governor Northam’s executive 
order.  We will need the continued cooperation of all members to adhere to these new policies and help 
enforce them.  Our lifeguards are there to protect swimmers, not to remind members of club rules and 
procedures. 

As social distancing restrictions hopefully ease as the weeks unfold, we also will revise and update our 
procedures accordingly. For now, however, our planned social events remain cancelled; the clubhouse 
is closed; and we encourage members to limit gatherings to groups of 10 or fewer and to maintain a 
distance of six feet from others.  

Looking ahead, we are very interested to hear your thoughts on how we begin to socialize again.  We 
welcome all ideas and suggestions for the types of events we hold and for other things we should 
consider when planning those different events (TGIF, point parties, paid house parties, Commodore’s 
Ball, e.g.).  If something comes to mind, feel free to send an email to commodore@mvyc.net. 

Why Fish
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Tight lines, warm breezes, good friends, plenty of bait 
it doesn’t get any better

EDITED  

 
May   Memories  

May   is   usually   such   a   busy   time   around   the   club,   there   is   seldom   enough   room   in   the  
June   Beacon   to   cover   everything   that   happened   and   advertise   the   activities   planned   for  
the   upcoming   months.   Well   we   know   things   are   different.   So   I   decided   to   look   back   at  
past   May’s   revive   some   pleasant   memories.  

Commissioning   Day    kicks   off   the   month   with   a   reminder   of   the   formal   traditions   of  
yacht   clubs.   In   recent   years   the   event   planners   have   had   to   be   on   their   toes.   In   2016   we  

were   indoors.   The   colors   were   presented  
by   the   USCG   Color   Guard.   

The   following   year   the   weather   was  
beautiful,   but,   at   the   last   minute,   the   Coast  
Guard   had   a   higher   priority   for   their   Color  

Guard.   Thankfully   a   local   Boy   Scout   Troop  

stepped   in   and   accomplished   the   job.  
Bart   Hewitt   led   us   in   the   National   Anthem  
supported   by   the   Mount   Vernon  

May Memories
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Community   band.   In   2019   again   found   us   inside   the   clubhouse.   In   all   cases   the   “Toasts”  
seem   to   go   without   a   hitch.  

The    Power   Fleet   Brunch   Cruise    planners   didn’t   have   things   any   easier.   As   MVYC  
participation   increased   and   the   number   of   sites   capable   of   providing   a   suitable   venue  

decreased,   the   future   of   the   event   became  
questionable.   In   2017   Mitchell   Mutnick   and  
Steve   Donock   hosted   a   do   it   yourself   brunch  
at   the   club.   Complete   with   waffles,   made   to  

order   omelets,   and   all   kinds   of   sides.  
Several   MVYC   Captains   stepped   up   and  
provided   cruises   to   Mount   Vernon   and   Fort   Washington.   Teresa   Dyer,   Bonnie  
Breneman,   Jeannine   Simmons,   and   Catalina   seem   to   be   enjoying   the   ride   on   “After  

Hours''   as   Mike   provides   a   great   view  
of   Mt.   Vernon.   In   2018   Old   Dominion  
Boat   Club   opened   and   Bill   Gard   and  
Mike   Holland   collaborated   to   have  
ODBC   host   the   MVYC   Brunch   Cruise.  
A   win-win   arrangement   that   hopefully  
can   continue   well   into   the   future  
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As of the writing of this article, we are still in full shut-down, hopefully we will see 
some relief from stay-at-home by the time this Beacon article gets published.  The 
clubhouse remains quiet, with no activity, although we have replaced the American 
flag that flies at  the entrance of the club house, to include a new swiveling pole, 
which should keep it from getting tangled.

Thanks for your support, 
Terry - House Director

House Rules Revisited: The Clubhouse shall be rented only to members of MVYC in good standing, 
who must be present during such rentals. All facilities must be treated with respect and left clean and 
in proper working order. A charge will be made for any damage or cleanup required. 

Rental of the Club is for the benefit of members and their families. Rental of the Club on behalf of a 
third party non-member for any purposes is not permitted. Rental by a non-member is not permitted. 
The Club will not be made available for commercial purposes and no admission or attendance fees 
may be collected, prior to, during or after any event held on MVYC premises. This restriction does not 
apply to officially Club sponsored activities that are open to all members.

House

House
Terry Stott

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

We have had a nice 
long, cool spring.  The 
plants love it, and so 
do we.  Their roots get 
a chance to acclimate 
without being burnt 
or dried out.  We have 
had great progress 
regarding our grounds 
this year.  Our existing gardens have been 
weeded, pruned, and mulched.  Our new 
above ground gas tank is in, and has a 
lovely fence around it.  And our brand new 
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Point Garden, around the fence, has been 
designed, planted, and is splendid!  There 
is something in it for everyone, something 
blooming most seasons of the year.  It 
has a little bit of perennial, a little bit of 
evergreen, lots of flowers, lots of color, 
lots of texture, varying heights, and even a 
little bit of movement.  And as time passes 
the plants will mature into even greater 
gloriousness. 

I hope everyone enjoys the garden, learns 
the plants, watches them grow, and can 
find some peace and comfort in their 
beauty.  The Point is our treasured large open space where we can not-quite gather, but see each 
other across the way as we continue to social distance for safety.

Dear Helen,
 
I have noticed the signs around the Yacht Club and on the water reminding boaters in our little creek that 
the MVYC is for Member Use Only and there is No Trespassing allowed.  I have also noticed, from time to 
time, fishermen (presumably not from our Yacht Club) fishing between the docks.  (Not merely casting 
their lines from the creek to the space between the docks, but actually guiding their boats between the 
docks, to get to just the right spot to fish.)
 
What would you say to those individuals, if you saw them casting about amongst our vessels?
 
Thank you for your guidance,
Just Fishing for Ideas

Dear Just Fishing for Ideas,

Fishing is popular in this area, where it is not uncommon to catch bass, snakeheads, shad, and catfish 
among other interesting water creatures. There is nothing quite like going out on the boat with a cooler 
full of cold beverages and soaking up the tranquility of the Potomac and surrounding creeks. Our marina 
is tempting to fisherman for a number of reasons. It is an inviting little lagoon surrounded by beautiful wa-
terfront homes and nests of eagles and osprey, and a good place to toss in a line to catch some corralled 
fish.

While the MVYC rules and bylaws prohibit individuals from anchoring or docking their boats anywhere in 
the marina, it is perfectly legal to fish in navigable waters in Virginia. Once you are attached to a physical 
piece of property in the Marina, well that’s another story and I pity the fool who thinks they are going to 
pull one over on our head of security, Bonnie.

Now if this is something that bothers you, I have a few suggestions of things you could do to discourage 
interloping fishermen:

•  If they are coming too close for comfort to your boat, maybe a perfect time for a wash where an inno-
cent amount of water spray might happen to migrate slightly away from your boat

•  Mention within earshot that someone pumped and dumped their head into the river “right there”. While 
members know from reading the Club rules and by-laws that this is an absolute no-no, a non-member will 
hopefully flee the scene because who would even want to catch and release that fish now?

•  Audibly discuss how your friend “Joe” hasn’t been quite right since eating that fish he caught last week 
and hopes that any day now his [insert description of horrific sounding symptoms here] resolves.

And if all else fails, as the old saying goes, if you can’t beat ‘em join ‘em. Go ahead and drop a line right in 
there next to them and may the best fisherman win.

Ask Helen!
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PRYCA Update
POTOMAC RIVER YACHT CLUB ASSOCIATION - Pat McCarthy
The PRYCA has decided to delay their Summer Float-in at Coles Point from the weekend of July 17-19, 
2020, until further notice. The PRYCA plans to convene in early June and discuss the possibility of holding 
a scaled back Float-In either in August or September. Should a rescheduled date be determined, we will 
keep our MVYC membership alerted via future Beacon articles and/or MVYCNEWS email announcements.

In an effort to benefit the regional boating community the PRYCA website, http://pryca.us, contains so-
cial distancing guideline inerpretations as they apply to boating and cruising, as well as links to local gov-
ernment offices that have published their respective guidelines. This is a summer like no other. In addition 
to staying safe at home, please remember to stay safe while out on the water.

-Pat McCarthy

Gas Dock
Open For Business

After a few weekends of shakedown, our new gas dock is fully operational. 
As Chris reminded me, he and Diane were the ones who “broke” the fuel 
pump last year, so it seems fitting that they got to be the first customers 
with the new pump! 

 We still must work under the Governor’s executive order so at this time 
social distancing and masks are still required.  The Gas Dock Volunteers 
Schedule has been updated on the web site.

By the time you read this the landscapers should have finished the beautifi-
cation under Judy McCarthy’s watchful eye. 

Memorial DayMemorial Day Weekend 
 

While this past Memorial Day Weekend was certainly 
not like most MVYC Memorial Day weekends, I hope 
that we all were able to put aside some time to 
remember those that gave all in the defense of our 
freedom. 

 

In past years 
many of us 
participated in 
Rolling 
Thunder or 
went to watch 
the traditional 
Memorial Day 
Parade.  

This year those type activities were forced to be virtual or televised rebroadcasts from 
prior years. But Covid -19 did not prevent many MVYC’ers from enjoying the weekend. 

We could not open the pool but fishing proved a great substitute. Much to the delight of 
her sisters, Kennedy 
and Kaelan, Natalie 
Beggan  managed to 
land a good sized cat. 
But after the photo op 
they needed a bit of 
help from Wayne 
D’Angelo accompanied 
by Stella and Michael 

to free the catch. 

Dave Donock’s pal was 
hoping Dave was going to 
provide lunch and Chris 
and Lauren Santangelo’s 
son Brandon was just 
happy to be catching 
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whatever was looking for his bait. 

 Luke Alexander 
was thrilled with 
his catch and 
happy to show it 
off. While the 
fishing was good 
a lot of folks 
wanted to head 
out on the water. 

 For many it was 
a later than usual shakedown cruise. Mike and Catalina 

Holland found Pohick Bay a serene site for their 
season’s start. Not the normal vue without the 

usual raft-up. They 
made a great 
picture on their 
return. Tom and 
Tracy Hayes spent 
the weekend 
getting familiar 
with their new “KNOTHIS” 
and Traci Newcomb and Jim 

Fahey were showing the 
colors out on the river. 
John Skudlarek gathered 
up his crew to spend a 
little time on the river and 
came upon John and 
Angie Gaydos who were 
just out enjoying the day 
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Quarantine Hair

Things learned during our stay-at-home time

By the end of April, we confirmed that hair does not cut itself. With no access to our regular hair groom-
ers, we first became shaggy, then decided to take action. We dug through closets and found the neces-
sary tools: good  sharp hair cutting scissors, a long forgotten barber’s cape, and a good bottle or two of 
wine.

Jo-Ann went first. Not trusting Doug to cut her bangs (known as “fringe” in the U.K.), she began her 
research and learned three things. One, never cut them straight across. Two, long is always better than 
short. Three, YouTube can show you how to “feather your fringe” (I love this phrase) and how awkward 
you will look if you ignore this advice. With bangs under control, Doug stepped in to cut Jo-Ann’s back and 
sides. Lesson learned: when the request is to cut off an inch, “making things even” can lead to the discov-
ery of an exciting new short hairstyle.



www.mvyc.net The Beacon June 2020

June 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15
Board Meeting

7:00pm-
9:30pm

16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30

Doug was braver and more trusting than Jo-Ann. Armed with a 
glass of wine and swathed in a barber’s cape, he eschewed research 
and told her to cut away (see photo). Lessons learned: don’t cut 
anyone’s ears, short wavy hair is harder to cut than long, straight 
hair, and if you do a good job trimming the bottom of a man’s hair, 
you can fake it with the top.

Like many of you, we look forward to having our respective pro-
fessional hair groomers opening soon. In the meantime, please be 
nice when you see us in public and don’t stare at our hair. 

Jo-Ann Muir and Doug Pickett
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July 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Membership 

Meeting
8:00pm-
9:00pm

3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20
Board 

Meeting
7:00pm-
9:30pm

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31
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Dolphins
The DCCL board had a Zoom meeting on Tuesday, May 
26. Representatives from all 10 teams in the league 
voted to cancel the official season. Most teams agreed 
that there is no way we will have a season close to 
anything we have had in the past. Once we all know the 
date for Phase 2 and limitations we will have to work 
with, we are considering having practices if we can find a way to do that 
safely and possibly a meet against one of the other small clubs should 
things progress to that point. Honestly I am not sure we will get to that 
this summer. If you have any ideas, feedback or suggestions, please email 

me at sherrycatron@gmail.com.

Although most of our activities remain low we did have one new 
application come in this past month. Leo Meyers and Walt Strasser, 
endorsed by John Skudlarek and David Walker. Leo was a member 
of MVYC from 1999-2003, until he moved out of the area. I have 
posted their application on the club bulletin board, but if you have any 
questions please feel free to contact me at membership@mvyc.net.

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, May 18 @ 7:30pm
• Mon, June 15 @ 7:30pm

Membership Meetings:
• May - Cancelled
• June - TBD

Pool
Pool Report – Rob Catron
As you may know, the pool is open for lap swimming only during Phase 1 of Virginia’s reopening from 
the pandemic.  That is all “they” will allow us to do.  I had much grander plans when I was preparing 
for the summer pool season last winter, but we play the cards we’re dealt.

To sign up to swim, go to this website:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054ca-
ea82aa1fe3-lapswim.  For scheduling purposes, swimmers have to sign up online to swim.  The water 
will be cold until we get closer to mid-June.

Watch your email for notification of transition to Phase 2, which provides for recreational use of the 
pool, although “they” still want us to observe social distancing.  At least folks will be able to sun-
bathe, use the grill and it’ll be a little more like normal.

If you have any questions or advice for me about the pool, please shoot me an email at pool@mvyc.
net or call my cell at 757.635.7487.  Thanks to everyone who helped clean the pool deck on Saturday, 
May 30th.  

Finally, I strongly support the Board proposal to build a new MVYC pool.  The pool we have is barely 
being held together by the band-aids and glue we’ve applied over the past couple years and isn’t go-
ing to last any longer.  I can show anyone the major crack in the corner of the pool closest to the boat 
ramp if they’d like to see it.  It’s getting worse.  Let’s build a new pool for the next 50 years and stop 
paying to maintain the 50 year old pool we have.  
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Power Fleet

First of all, congrats to all the Graduates!  The May Beacon showing of graduates reminded all of us old 
Salty Folks what a special time it is for them.  And with so many years of new experiences and new adven-
tures in life they can expect, we wish them well with Fair Winds and Following Sea (well maybe some sea 
excitement here and there).

Our March, April, and May power fleet events all have been missed.  By now, we typically have had a boat 
Safety Inspections, a Brunch Cruise for all, decorated boats to make for a festive Commissioning Day, a 
Photo Shoot, and the always playful Memorial Day raft-up.
Hopefully during this hiatus of events, we have had the extra time to make our boats more enjoyable for 
the season, including a study up on our safety driven raft-up procedures.

We still have a summer-full list of TBD events.   We hope to have a safety inspection at some point, but all 
that will depend on maintaining the safety of the volunteers, the participants and
scheduling.  But don’t let this hold you up from performing your own safety inspection to make sure your 
boat(s) meets safety guidelines. 
Another TBD event is the annual MVYC July 3rd parade of lights. Whether this event is still a go or be-
comes another victim to the COVID  19 epidemic, that should not stop you from showing your Indepen-
dence Day spirit to bling up your vessel with your fanciest patriotic lights and decorations. The PRYCA 
Float-In held in mid-July has been postponed.   In August, the Hot Fun Cruise scheduled for Aug 14-16 at 
Coles Point Marina is also still TBD.

Lastly, one more thought to keep our boats in Raft-up Shape - Is your CO detector more than five years 
old?  Then time to replace as per Underwriter’s Laboratories codes 2034 and  A-24: Carbon Monoxide 
Detection Systems.  Since 2010 all CO detectors include an expiration date and need to be replaced every 
five years, or by the expiration date, whichever comes first.

Both a wired and battery operated versions are available and generally easy to replace with basic tools.

Shop Store
Ship Store - Open by Appointment

The Ship Store is open by appointment. 
Please contact Lisa at 

shipstore@mvyc.net or 
text her at 919-671-1004.

 Recent items in:  car 
magnets, hitch covers.  

See something you want 
in a different size or 

color?  Let her know and 
she can order it. 
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USCG – broadcast notices to mariners

On Friday May 29th, the US Coast Guard published a 
notice in the Federal Register that they will begin mak-
ing broadcast notices to mariners containing locally 
relevant navigation information accessible by mobile 
devices and the internet. 

New methods of information delivery will include Rich 
Site Summary also known as Really Simple Syndica-
tion (RSS) feeds, email, and other means such as web-
based graphic interfaces. 

The Coast Guard believes the internet and mobile 
availability will allow greater numbers of mariners to 
access this information, and to do so in a more-timely, 
reliable, convenient, and customized manner.

Currently, the only way to obtain this information is to tune in to local Coast Guard broad-
casts that take place on very high frequency (VHF) marine radio two or more times per day. 
Comments must be submitted to the online docket via https:// www.regulations.gov on or 
before July 28, 2020. 11619 85 Fed. Reg. 32408 (5/29/20) Additional details are at https://
www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2020-05-29/pdf/2020-11619.pdf.

USCG
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Storewide
20% - 40% Off 

Fine Jewelry, 
Watches & Giftware*

65th Anniversary Storewide Sale... Extended!

Now thru July 31, 2020

Family owned and operated for 65 years.
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