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July is here and things are starting to feel a 
bit more like normal.  As of July 1, Northern 
Virginia is in Phase 3 of reopening, which, 
for us, means that more members can enjoy 
time at the pool and can begin using the 
clubhouse again.  

If this is your first year celebrating the Fourth of July festivities at 
MVYC, you are in for a treat. The parade of boats on the 3rd really 
gets everyone in a festive and patriotic spirit. Led by Chris Ruckman 
and Diane Wilson, our decorated boats will light up as they leave the 
marina at dusk (approximately 8:45 p.m.) and parade upriver past 
Mount Vernon and then back to the marina. Best viewing of our lit 
vessels will be from the point and best celebrating their safe return 
will be on the docks. Don’t miss it!

The activities on the 4th itself will be a bit different this year, but 
they shouldn’t be any less festive!  Please stay tuned for more 
details as we work through 2020’s unique planning constraints. For 
those anxious to get in the pool, the Phase 3 guidelines do allow for 
expanded pool use.  

Even though we can begin to socialize more, we have to remain 
vigilant with regard to hand washing, indoor mask wearing, and 
continued safe social distancing practices that are intended to keep 
each of us and all our families safe while the COVID-19 virus remains 
a serious threat to public health. As always, if you are not feeling well 
or exhibiting flu symptoms, please focus on getting well and enjoy 
the holiday from the comfort of your home.

Finally, before I hop off the safety soapbox, one more very important 
public service announcement: fireworks of any kind are PROHIBITED 
on boats and on all Mount Vernon Yacht Club grounds.  Hundreds of 
gallons of boat fuel and pyrotechnics do not mix.  If you have a need 
to hear pop and crackle and see fire in the sky, please satisfy that 
need somewhere other than at the club.

Now, back to my regularly scheduled sharing of information.  

As you all know, our past few monthly membership meetings were 
cancelled due to the virus stay-at-home orders. Just because we 
have not met in person does not mean there hasn’t been quite a lot 
going on.  Dan O’Keefe, Gene Diotalevi, and David Donock have put 
some mileage on their green eyeshades these past months working 
with the bank to refinance the mortgage on our property and line up 
a source of adequate funding for the potential reconstruction of our 
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pool.  Having a possible source of funds at the ready is helpful, but now, the membership will have some 
decisions to make before anything more can be done.  

The Mount Vernon Yacht Club pool has been on life support for many years, and the financial 
commitment simply to keep the pool operational has grown.   During the last five years, alone, MVYC 
has spent more than $160,000 dollars just to keep the pool open and operational. 

We now find ourselves in a position where those maintenance costs are no longer showing adequate 
return in terms of extended longevity for this critical club asset. In order to be able to execute the 
reconstruction of the pool during the off-season and put in place a viable financial plan, the Board 
believes the timing and financial conditions that are before us now make it advantageous for the Club to 
begin the pool reconstruction project as early as this fall.

The final decision, however, is not one that the Board alone can make.  We need the concurrence of 
the membership.  In order to give you as much information as possible, as much time as you need to 
ask questions, and enough time to get comfortable that you can make an informed decision, we have 
canceled the July membership meeting but will hold an in-person meeting on Thursday, August 6 at 8pm 
in the clubhouse. We will need a quorum for this meeting, so please make every effort to attend.

This is a big project and every member family should give careful consideration to what is being 
proposed.  Toward that end; elsewhere in this Beacon is an initial set of “Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs)” that we hope will address many of the baseline issues on your minds. Please take time to read 
them and also please take time to submit any additional questions or issues that you would like to raise 
by emailing: mvycpoolrenovation@gmail.com. This will give us the chance to understand the concerns 
you have and be best prepared to respond to them in a way that will allow the August meeting to 
proceed fairly and efficiently.

Take Your Seat at the Table

As you all know, each year we elect new members to our Board of Directors. While the election may be in 
November, the door is open now for anyone who may have an interest in joining the Board.

While you soak up the sun by the pool or enjoy the view of the river from the back of a boat, and if you 
have ideas about the way the club runs that you want to contribute, give some thought to taking on the 
additional responsibilities of club leadership.

Any and all current or past Board members are happy to talk to you about the time commitments, the 
expectations, and the opportunities associated with being a Board member.

If your interest is piqued – feel free to reach out and thank you for giving consideration to stepping up 
and taking a more active role in the management of our club.

See You in September

Just a reminder that our diligent and hard-working Beacon staff will be taking their annual break in July, 
so there will be no August Beacon. MVYC News will continue to keep us all informed during the month, 
so keep close eye on your emails. The website also will be kept up to date with club events throughout 
the summer.
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June @ MVYC 
The July beacon is usually filled with reports on the Dolphin’s activities, the 
success of the new members party, TGIF’s and preparations for the 
PRYCA Float-In. While we can’t report on those activities this July we can 
report that much has been happening. Tim’s may have postponed his “Not 

on the 4th 
Fireworks”, many from the club enjoyed a river view of the June 27th display 
hosted by Mount Vernon. 

Mike Holland & Jerry Gray 
were happy to join Bill Gard 
on the inaugural voyage of 
Bill’s new 22ft center 
console. Bill is certainly 
happy to be back on the 
water. Speaking of being 
happy. MVYC members 
paddling their kayaks up 

Dogue Creek to Grist Mill, a favorite trip.  Once past the 
Fort Belvoir Marina, Dogue Creek is a beautiful 

wetland certain 
to bring the 
naturalist out in 
anyone.  The 
weekly trips 
provide the 

June @ MVYC
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safety and camaraderie of paddling with other Club 
members. Staying with the water 
theme the move to Phase 2 of 
the Virginia Recovery Plan 
increased access to the pool. 
While Rob Catron tried to have 
the adults maintain social 
distancing, the kids proved a 
bigger challenge as they all were 
waiting for the life guard to allow them back in the 
pool. 

 The club activity during the month wasn’t all play, Mike Holland led a team 
that exchanged the ice machines between the pool and the marina shed to 

give the cooler users better 
access. Tony Picciano 
completed the task with some 
electrical modifications in the 
pump room. Thanks Tony. 

And how could I finish without 
showing one of the kids happily 
showing off their catch and a 
beautiful  sunset on the point. 

 Thanks to all the 
photographers, Mike Holland, Teresa 
Dyer, Russell Poe,Rob Catron, and Greg 
Rehe, for their contributions.  
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Happy Summer to all our Members!

As this Beacon article is being published, we are in full summer mode, with a 
variety of outdoor
activities keeping us all busy. We are also in phase three of Governor Ralph 
Northam’s Safer at Home plan to combat the COVID-19 virus and return to a 
more normal way of life.

One of the points of phase three is to:
Practice routine cleaning and disinfection of high contact areas and hard surfaces, including 
check out stations and payment pads, store entrance push/pull pads, door knobs/handles, 
dining tables/chairs, light switches, handrails, restrooms, floors, and equipment.

Therefore, I am asking ALL members that use the club house to utilize the provided spray 
disinfectant and paper towels to clean the common use areas, such as bar tops, stools, tables 
and countertops on a regular basis. The club also has provided hand sanitizer to limit the 
transmission of the COVID-19 virus. Phase three also still requires masks and social distancing, 
although a maximum attendance of 250 people is now permitted. The club house is still not 
scheduling events, but this is under constant review by the board.

Finally, a new beer cooler has been ordered and should be installed shortly. The decision to 
purchase new, as opposed to repairing the existing unit was based on the condition of the unit 
and the fact it is now 20 years old, and the newer units are more electrically efficient and use 
newer environmentally friendly freon.

As always, be sure and turn off the lights and ensure the doors are locked if you are the last one 
out of the club.

Stay safe, Thanks
Terry Stott -House Director

House

House
Terry Stott

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Judy McCarthy

The Point Garden is in and the Water Posse is on patrol! The fragile young 
plants are making friends with the dirt (clay) and the worms and the bugs 
and  the Frisbees. Perhaps we can do with a few less Frisbees (I plan a 
training class on how to not throw the Frisbee into the garden, and still not 
throw it into the river, the fourth Thursday of next week).

The plants are also 
meeting the sun, hence 
the need for the Water Posse. Right now 
we have the garden watered every Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday, and Sunday. (I tried to set 
it every other day, but I couldn’t get anyone 
other than John, Paul, George, and Ringo to 
agree on eight days a week.) So we have a 
different volunteer to water each of the four 
days, for the rest of the season. Thank you 
Bonnie, Gayle, Jo-Ann, and Paul.
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Dear Helen,

As the usage of the pool at the club increases as we enter the next phase of reopening, how
should one navigate close encounters with other lap swimmers who may not be 6 feet away?

Thanks!

Sincerely,
In Over My Head

Dear In Over My Head,

This will take some time to figure out as we try and get used to life amid COVID. The Club has 
taken great care in planning how best to address the members re-
suming activities safely asking off duty lifeguards and other volun-
teers to assist with the social distancing and help keep things orga-
nized. However, they are also relying on us as responsible members 
of the community to be respectful of each other. With that said, you 
may unintentionally encounter someone too close while swimming 
laps and will have to plan how you might address that risk. It may be 
wise to try and find alternative means to exercise for a while, howev-
er if lap swimming is your thing try and go early when the pool will 
likely be less crowded. If neither of these suggestions are feasible 
then there are a few other things you might consider:

-Use a snorkel and mask to minimize the amount of free breathing 

Ask Helen!

To guard against volunteer burn-out, we also have a list of back-up volunteers standing at the
ready to fill in for one of the four regulars should they need to make an emergency run to Myrtle 
Beach. So far the plan is working. Please let me know if I can add you to our back-up list to fill
in for watering if needed. With the dirt, the Frisbees, and the sun, etc. under control our next
nemesis appears to be the weeds.

The grass was cut out when the garden was established, but apparently the word is out among 
the
weeds that there is some nicely mulched soil with great fertilizer and water to be had. And they
are making a run for our garden! I feel our next endeavor will be to set up a Weed Squad 
performing what I call “Random Acts of Weeding” (RAW). I haven’t fully figured out our strategy 
for RAW yet, but it might go something like once a week, for maybe an hour or two, a group of 
five or six of us descend on a garden and obliterate said weeds. Then maybe the next week a 
different group of five or six of us attack another section of the gardens. I am open to volunteers 
for the Weed Squad and recommendations for the strategy. (Maybe we can do it by dock, or lap 
lane in the pool, or which tree you sit under at five o’clock.) It will evolve, I’m sure.

Other grounds news: we have the sprinkler system out front turned on (6 am on odd days) so 
no
water posse needed there. We also have a new Blue Box cleaner, Five Star Septic has bought out
AR-Jon, and so you may see their trucks about. And there is a good chance that American
Disposal will pick up our trash and recycling. Hooray! So let me know if you want to volunteer
for the back-up Water Posse, the Weed Squad, or your thoughts on the RAW strategy. Happy
Summer!
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Many thanks to all for respecting our recent closures and limitations due to 
Covid-19. As we start reaching for our new normal, continuing to have respect 
for the property and the rules is much appreciated. Please advise me if you 
need limited access fobs for your dependents to enter the pool, grounds or 
if you need replacements for lost devices.

Feel free to email me - security@mvyc.net

Please remember now that there is more activity at the club 
that the speed limit is still 5 MPH. Be Alert in the Parking 
Lot for cars backing out of parking spaces, launching boats, 
dogs, and especially children.

Looking forward to greeting you on more occasions around 
the Club.

Bonnie Breneman, Security Chair

Security

Bonnie Breneman
Security Committee 

Chairman

above water and redirect breath straight up in the air while also protecting eyes from potential 
exposure.

- Going one step further, swim in scuba gear and do your laps at the bottom of the pool. This also 
could provide an added benefit of burning additional calories swimming with that heavy tank on 
your back.

- In the absence of a swim team season this year maybe coach Sherry or members of the Dol-
phins could be convinced to continue running swim practice except members are now subjected 
to the drills, keeping things moving in a coordinated direction.

- If all else fails, as we learned at Bushwood Country Club, nothing clears out a pool quit like dis-
covering a Baby Ruth.
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Marina
Can I just say that I am excited -- when this edition of the Beacon is released, the 
Kraft family will be on our annual summer cruise – down the Potomac and across 
the Bay to the Eastern Shore for some exploring. And we’ve got a special anchor-
age in mind for the 4 th of July. In light of everything happening in our country right 
now, nothing could possibly be better than being on the water with family!

It is also great to see the Marina hopping (safely)! I am proud to report that every 
single one of our slips is assigned! That is great news for our Club. That also means 
we are just a tad crowded and that we all need to be extra vigilant and look out for 
each other.

Looking forward into the peak of our summer, here are just a few reminders as well 
as a
request:
- Reminder: boats should not have A/C running when no one is embarked as this is
excessive use of electricity. Per our Marina Rules, “Failure to make judicious use of slip
electrical service could result in an additional surcharge to be levied by the Board”
- Reminder: Please rig shore cables so that they remain out of the water regardless of
tide. This minimizes the chance of electrical shock and stray current corrosion.
- Request: Are you interested in stepping up and helping out your slip neighbors? I’m still
seeking volunteers to be “Dock Commanders”. It’s a great title that requires very little
work and affords the opportunity to get involved. Let me know if you are interested.

Finally, I want to thank Alexi Stavropoulos and Jerry Gray for replacing the risers on the Fuel Dock 
pilings. That project was an important one for the safety of our members and fueling operations. 
Thanks guys!

As always, if you see something, say something. Better yet, do something! With your proactivity, 
make us an ever-improving Club and Marina. Thanks and I’ll see you on the water.

Marina Director
Scott Kraft
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CBYCA: What’s New? 
The Chesapeake Bay Yacht Club Association has got 
something new 

- A new website: https://www.cbyca.org/ 

This new website is one key part of CBYCA’sr effort to 
communicate with you.  On this site, you’ll find: 

● Information on CBYCA 
● The Bridge (present and past) 
● District Reps 
● CBYCA News 
● Legislative News important to your Club 
● Chartroom Newsletter (including a way to get on the email distribution 

list for that newsletter) 
● Educational Materials for your Club Operations 
● A master CBYCA Calendar (CBYCA meetings, events, and potentially 

YOUR events) 
● A repository for key CBYCA documents (e.g. CBYCA By-Laws, etc.) 
● And All things CBYCA 

Their Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/groups/CBYCA/    will continue 
to post real-time tidbits for both CBYCA and Member Clubs allowing CBYCA to 
reach all CBYCA Clubs and Members through a tool widely (and often) accessed 
by everyone! 

 
- A new directory –  

The 63rd Anniversary edition of the Chartroom Chatter Roster is now available 
online at 
http://www.cbyca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-Roster-Book-Work
ing-V0.94.pdf    The Roster provides a Directory of Member Clubs, their 
locations, and in many cases the facilities they make available to members of 
other CBYCA Member clubs. For those that travel the Chesapeake the 
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hardcopy of the directory is a required piece of reference material. Many of 
the commercial marinas and service facilities on the Bay are also listed in the 
directory, 

 
- A new MVYC Delegate 

 After several years serving as a caretaker for the position of MVYC Delegate, I 
am happy to report that Roger Bowers, our gardener extraordinaire, has 
stepped up and accepted the role. Given the way that he has approached our 
landscape I am sure that he already knows more about CBYCA than I ever did. 
Thanks Roger.  

From The Weather Rail
The MVYC Sail Fleet 

The last race of the MVYC Sail Fleet’s Spring 
Race Series was Sunday June 28; which at the 
time of the writing of this article had not yet 
occurred.  Unfortunately, the weather fore-
cast was for thunderstorms and it may not 
have happened.  But, there was some good 
sailing this spring once the river opened up 
for recreational boating with comfortable 
temperatures and good winds.  

Summer-time has traditionally been an off-
time for the Sail Fleet except for the annual 
Craney Island Race; an evening race around 
Craney Island and back.  The Craney Island 
Race is a fun event starting in the evening as 
the sun sets with a course that takes sailors 
from Dogue Creek around Craney Island and 
back.  Skippers with good basic skills who 
haven’t discovered the pleasure of sailing 
at night may consider participating in ‘The 
Craney’ when there are other boats nearby.  
The race is scheduled to take advantage of a high tide to enable rounding the little island and a 
full moon to make the experience more enjoyable.   But often during the summer, the wind drops 
off that completion of the course within a reasonable time is impossible.  Regardless, the event 
is enjoyable, watching the sunset and sailing (or even motoring) under a full moon.  The Saturday 
evening dates that present themselves as potential Craney Island Race times include:

Date  Tides (Marshall Hall)  Moon Rise Visible Moon
1 Aug Sat L 1315 H 1930 L 0112  1915  90%
8 Aug Sat L 1756 H 0038   2240  90%
29 Aug Sat H 1821 L 0002   1800  80%
5 Sep Sat L 1643 H 2320   2130  93%
3 Oct Sat L 1550 H 2147 L 0428  2000  99%
(Tides at Craney Island about 30 minutes earlier)

MVYC Sail Fleet
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An email to the Sail Fleet will be forthcoming to assess interest in participating.

Also during the summer, there is always the opportunity for impromptu racing when condi-
tions are favorable.  Details regarding the race schedule may change at the last minute based on 
weather conditions (or other extenuating circumstances) and coordination is via email using a 
Sail Fleet email list; if you wish to be on this list, please contact Greg Rehe if you are not already 
on this list.  

The Fall Race Series begins following the Labor Day weekend and runs through October.  The fall 
series races are conducted on Sunday afternoons with start times which are established based 
on the tides.  

MVYC Sail Fleet skippers often have room for other MVYC members to crew.  Unfortunately the 
recent pandemic has put a hold on non-household crew members for the time being.

The Leary Memorial Single Handed Race, usually held in the fall, brings out the competitive juices 
and challenges the skills of more experienced skippers who compete without crew to help them 
perform the various often simultaneous tasks necessary to keep their sailboats moving safely 
and efficiently around the race course.  The current schedule has the single handed race slated 
for Saturday September 26 (alternate September 27).

Greg Rehe

Interest in our club has picked up now that the weather is getting warmer and more folks are 
finally able to emerge from their homes! I’ve given several tours and have had a few email 
inquiries. There is one new application posted to the bulletin board - 
Patrick and Meaghan Kane.

They are no strangers to the club as they have been long time family 
member guests of Mary Kane. Patrick, Meaghan and their children are 
now ready to shed their guest
status and join our club. They are endorsed by Mary Kane and Jim 
Gordon.

We also had one new family join our club this month. Please welcome 
Gus Polichron and Holly Hurd. Gus and Holly recently moved from Long Island, NY to their 
home on Ferry Harbour Court. They are both retired, Holly as the CFO of NYC construction 
company and Gus as a photographer for the Associated Press. Holly volunteers at The Fairfax 
at Belvoir Woods and was recently awarded their 2020 Camm Service Award. They both enjoy 
gardening, and wildlife and are looking forward to many fun times at
MVYC.

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, July 20 @ 7pm
• Mon, Aug 17 @ 7pm
• Mon, Sept 21 @ 7pm

Membership Meetings:
• July - Cancelled
• Thu, Aug 6 @ 8pm
• Thu, Sept 3 @ 8pm
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MVYC POOL RECONSTRUCTION – FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Q1: Has the Membership approved any steps to begin pool reconstruction?

A1: Yes. In January 2020, the Membership approved the annual budget, which included $65,000 
for pool maintenance, repair, and capital improvement. As it was discussed at that January meet-
ing, $50,000 of that total was earmarked to initiate the consulting, engineering and permitting 
phase of a full reconstruction project.

Pool FAQ

How to Update Your Directory Listing
1. Go to www.MVYC.net and click on the Membership Login tab on the top of the page. 

2. Enter your primary email address and password. 

3. The Active Member Directory will open. This is the homepage for the members only section of the 
website. 

4. The navigation bar across the top of the page provides access to member information, meeting 
minutes, and miscellaneous club info.

5. Click on members info and select edit. 

6. Update your photo, family, boat, and/or volunteer information.

7. Click the certify and update button at the bottom of the page

Pool
The pool is open for the summer.  Fortunately, the pool rules have become less restrictive over the 
last month or so.

It is nice to see families and kids at the pool enjoying themselves.  On July 1, we enter Phase 3 which 
allows for recreational swimming, albeit with social distancing.  I know this is difficult for the kids to 
understand and remember, so if you could keep an eye on your kids while they are at the pool, that 
would be helpful.  We want everyone to have fun, be safe, and considerate of others.

Also, kids under 10 years old cannot be left at the pool unattended. The lifeguards are not babysitters 
and neither are other club members.

We’ve got an open pool for a little more than two more months.  Please come take advantage of our 
Club’s great asset. If you have any questions, concerns, advice or need a pen pal, I can be reached at 
pool@mvyc.net.
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Q2: Why this is called a reconstruction rather than a rebuild.

A2: We are reconstructing the pool almost exactly as you see it now. A “rebuild” is a legal term of 
art that connotes a new design, which would require an entirely different and lengthy environ-
mental review and permit by the county which we very much want to avoid.

Q3: Have any of the budget funds been spent on this initial phase?

A3: Yes. After interviewing several firms, we contracted with Vista Pro Landscape & Design to un-
dertake the work. These are the technical experts who are providing us with geo-technical stud-
ies, structural plans, and civil engineering drawings, needed for permitting and for pricing the 
reconstruction itself. As of mid-June, our consultants expect to have the permitting completed by 
the second week of August. The permitting is the final stage of the regulatory process we need 
to complete before we can start the actual reconstruction. If the membership is comfortable 
moving forward in the timeline before us now, we could begin reconstruction in September 2020 
with completion by May of 2021, thus suffering no loss or disruption to our pool season.

Q4: How will we pay for reconstruction?

A4: As part of our regularly scheduled refinancing of the mortgage loan on the property, we have 
been discussing with Burke & Herbert bank the option of tapping into additional equity in
our property in order to cover the costs of the pool project should the membership approve mov-
ing forward with the project. Specifically, we have reached agreement with the bank on terms 
that would allow us access to approximately $550,000 in additional equity, which could be used 
only for pool reconstruction.

Q5: Will dues go up or will this require an assessment?

A5: Annual dues and fees alongside annual expenditures are reviewed every year by the Board
and approved by the membership in order to ensure the club operates on sound financial foot-
ing and that adequate resources are set aside to cover any unanticipated capital needs. Given 
our current reserve of savings and the projected reduction in future pool repair costs, the Board 
believes that the cost of the additional debt service associated with the higher mortgage amount 
can be accommodated within our annual budgets going forward. Absolutely NO assessment is 
under consideration at this time.

Q6: What happens if the membership is not ready to move forward now?

A6: The additional source of funds is available only if the reconstruction project can be completed 
by early 2022 (i.e., over the next 18-month period). If the membership agrees to move forward 
now and there is no delay in obtaining permits, work can begin as early as September 2020, and 
be completed in time for us to open for the season in May 2021. If the membership is not ready 
to move forward with pool reconstruction at this time, we will need to keep that funding timeline 
in mind as we contemplate our next steps with respect to our pool operations. Reconstruction 
will become increasingly inevitable, so delay now potentially could mean: higher transaction and 
borrowing costs associated with a second round of negotiations with the bank; higher repair and 
maintenance costs associated with keeping the current pool operational for the 2021 season, if 
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Ship Store
With enough lead time, you can special order items such as this infant one-
sie from the Shop Store (price $16). 

Contact Lisa at shipstore@mvyc.net for more details.  

the pool can safely remain operable for another year; or the need to consider an assessment or 
restructuring of dues and fees in the future to cover the costs of a new pool.

Q7: What is going to happen to the pool?

A7: The current pool will be entirely excavated and removed except for the wall of the pool next 
to the diving board. The engineers believe that particular wall has to stay where it is to protect 
the integrity of the foundation of the house. Then an entirely new pool will be constructed in 
the same dimensions as the current pool. We are considering making the steps to enter the pool 
wider to provide more room and provide a place to sit in the pool. It is important to note that the 
pool is also a competition pool so it must have six 25-meter lanes for swim meets and practice. 
The diving well and diving board will remain available because the kids love it. The pump room 
and chemical room will be modernized with 21 st Century equipment to modernize and upgrade 
the mechanicals for energy efficiency.
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We Are Open!       
Please Come By.

Storewide
20% - 50% Off 

Fine Jewelry, 
Watches & Giftware*

65th Anniversary Storewide Sale... Extended!

Now thru July 31, 2020

Family owned and operated for 65 years.
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