
www.mvyc.net The Beacon December 2019

December 2019 VOL 56     NO 12

Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Lane
Alexandria, VA 22309
www.MVYC.net

Bridge
Commodore
Lauren Bazel
commodore@mvyc.net

Vice Commodore
Dan O’Keefe
vicecommodore@mvyc.net

Rear Commodore
Gene Diotalevi
rearcommodore@mvyc.net

2020 Directors
Treasurer – Dave Donock
treasurer@mvyc.net

Secretary – Mitchell Mutnick
secretary@mvyc.net

Grounds – Judy McCarthy-
grounds@mvyc.net

Marina – Scott Kraft
marina@mvyc.net

House - Terry Stott
house@mvyc.net

Membership – Linda Sudhoff
membership@mvyc.net

Pool – Rob Catron
pool@mvyc.net

Social – Kevin Facklam
social@mvyc.net

Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Lauren Bazel

‘Tis the season to be thankful, festive, 
reflective, and hopeful. Thinking about life at 
MVYC, I am all those things.

Thankful comes to mind when thinking 
about the Commodore’s Ball. Thank you to Christine Stavropoulos, 
her committee of volunteers, and the staff at the Mount Vernon 
Country Club for the amazing job they did with the entire event. 
Thank you to the outstanding DJ for testing the limits of my dancing 
feet. This is always such a fun event and it was great to see so many 
new member couples there.

As I said at the ball, I am extremely grateful for all the work our 
volunteer members do to for the club but especially indebted to the 
folks who serve on the Board. As of December 1, the newly elected
directors – Rob Catron, Kevin Faclkam, and Judy McCarthy – are 
official, and Rebecca Mebane Williamson, Brian Groark, and Nicole 
Mahon can have their free time back.

Festive is the perfect word for what we have coming up this month 
and I hope everyone takes time to enjoy themselves. Once you 
recover from your turkey coma, get ready to help trim the Christmas 
tree at a family TGIF, get excited to greet Santa as he arrives by boat 
for the Children’s Holiday Party, and warm up those vocal cords for 
caroling at the Adult Holiday party.

In between the festivities, there is also time to reflect on some club 
business. The Board is in the process of budget planning for next 
year. Not only are we keeping a close eye on our operating funds,
we also are taking a hard look at our capital needs. Our facilities are 
beginning to show their age and we need to make smart decisions 
about what to repair and what to replace. Members are encouraged 
to make time and attend the monthly membership meetings. These 
meetings are the best way to keep current on what’s happening and 
offer your thoughts.

Finally, I am hopeful that the winter season is uneventful at our 
marina. Boats are vacating the marina for the winter or prepping to 
stay safe as the weather turns colder. It is critically important that 
every boat in our marina is safe and properly maintained. During the 
winter, there are fewer people walking the docks and checking on 
things. If your boat is staying in the water make a point of coming 
to check on it periodically. Are you lines in good shape and tied up 
correctly? Is your bilge pump operating as it should? If you have your 
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own bubbler, is it working correctly? Every boat should be treated as though the owner takes pride in it. 
An uneventful winter would make for a very happy spring!

Closing out where I started - ‘tis the season to be thankful, festive, reflective, and hopeful.

Happy Holidays to all MVYC families and friends.

As we enter into the holiday season, I would like to reflect on my first year as house 
Director. It has been a year of challenges and unexpected surprises. However, we have 
weathered through all the issues. I have been genuinely pleased at how important 
our club house is to all of our members, and keeping it in good shape is foremost on 
everyone’s mind.

Although there were a few problems, we have finally passed our fire inspection, many 
thanks to Bonnie Breneman (Seabrat) for being available when I needed her.

For the coming year, the biggest project I am looking forward to is the kitchen renovation. This is a
project that as been in the planning process for a number of years, but has never reached the point of
getting done. The past few years there was always some imminent, critical project to address,
hopefully, this year we will see this project completed. Also, in the new year, we will begin to get our
daily supplies through an Amazon auto replenishing account. This has been discussed before, so now
seems the time to try it. This will also provide a new volunteer opportunity, as I will require help to pick
up and put away the supplies.

I will also be looking to our volunteers to assist in not only helping with day to day maintenance chores
but with also longer-term projects and ideas on how to improve the clubhouse.

House

House
Terry Scott
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Grounds News

Grounds Director
Scott Kraft

Just a short note this month – fittingly of gratitude. Thank you for everyone’s help 
and support with our Grounds Committee over the past year. You made and kept 
our Club more beautiful than ever and you did it cheerfully. As I turn over with Judy, 
please give her the same support you gave me. I know you will. Going forward, we 
are in great hands – she has vast knowledge and equal energy.

Lastly, I would be remiss if I didn’t highlight the MVP of Grounds – Roger Bowers. 
Roger quietly and selflessly served everyone in the Club with countless hours 
beautifying our gardens. It seemed he was always present at the Club – happily and faithfully toiling 
in the beds, keeping us always one step ahead of the weeds. Roger, from all of us, we are gratefully 
indebted to you.

A reminder to all club members that glass bottles, per Fairfax County instruction, are now considered
trash and not recycling. So please put the glass bottles in the trash until we can set up a process to
deliver to a recycling location. As always, please empty trash and recycling containers to remove odors.
As always, thanks for turning off lights / TV’s and pulling the shades when you leave. Hope to see
everyone at the many opportunities the club provides for winter festivities.

Thanks
Terry Stott -House Director
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We are entering the holiday season with 226 active members. We welcomed 
Thomas (Thom) Campbell to our club last month and he is looking forward to 
meeting new folks and getting involved at MVYC.   A little about Thom - He 
was born in Scotland and at the age of five his family moved to Australia. In 
2001, Thom moved to the United States and in 2004 settled in the Sherwood 
Hall neighborhood of Alexandria. Thom considers himself both a proud Scot and a proud Aussie and 
sometime next year will become a U.S. citizen! He has enjoyed sports his
whole life and has competed with success in Judo at the state and national level in Australia and
at some time in the future, will compete at the national Masters level in the US. Thom says the
masters is a polite term for older athletes. Thom has a thriving chiropractic business and has several 
MVYC members as patients.

We still have a thriving interest in our club with two new applications posted: Chad and Alexandra Attiliis 
endorsed by Tony Russo and Roger Bowers and Bob Kirk and Katie Basinski endorsed by Karen Svilich 
and Dan O’Keefe.

Now is also a good time to verify and/or update your membership information in our password
protected active directory. It only takes a few moments, and will ensure that your information is
current and correct.

Update Your Membership Information

1. Go to www.mvyc.net
2. Click on log in the upper right hand corner
3. Fill in your email address and password, click Sign In
4. If you have a problem, click on “Can’t access your account?” – just enter your email
address. We will reset the associated password and email it to you.
5. Once you are in – click on Members Info – then click List Active Members and the
Active Members Directory will come up.
6. Click on your last name and your information will come up.
7. Check names, address, phone numbers and email addresses to make sure they are up to
date – also check the list at the bottom where other family members are listed. If your
children are not listed, please add their names and dates of birth by clicking on Add a
Family Member.
8. In the upper left corner, hover over the photo area to toggle the upload form to add a
picture.
9. When you are done, click on Certify and Update My Member Info at the very bottom
of the page and then Log Out in the upper right corner.
If you have any problems contact Dan O’Keefe at communications@mvyc.net

Thanks for taking the time to check and update your information and we hope everyone will add
a photo.

Membership News

Membership Director
Linda Sudhoff

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, Dec 14  @ 9:00am
• Mon, Jan 20 @ 7:30pm

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, Dec 5 @ 8:00pm
• Thu, Jan 9 @ 8:00pm
• 
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Marina
Well, it got cold. And it did so quickly! The good news is the marina has been mostly 
winterized. On a beautiful 70-degree day, Scott Kraft and I shut down the dock water 
and ice machines in preparation for the 25 degrees the following day. As a reminder, all 
dock water valves are left open for the winter. If you see any of them dripping, do not 
close it. This is a sign of a problem and closing the valve will mask the issue, leading to 
potential damage. Please report any dripping valves to marina@mvyc.net.

We also pulled, cleaned, and stored the no wake buoys for the winter on a not-so-70-degree day. I want
to thank Chris Johnson, his crew (Andrew and Tylor), and his boat for heading out on the water in the
cold and wind to pull the buoys. Thanks to Mike Spollen and his power washer for getting all the muck
off, and Art Barletta for moving and storing them. We were able to make quick work of it and knocked it
out in under two hours.

The last item on the list for winterizing the marina is the placement of de-icers (bubblers) which will take
place in December. Please remember these are put in place by the club to protect the floating docks.
Once in place they should not be moved or unplugged. Any issues should be reported to the Marina
Chair.

Finally, as I have reach the end of my term and this is my last article as Marina Chair, I want to thank
everyone that has helped and guided me over the past two years. A special shout out to the two
Commodores I have had the pleasure to work with, Alexi and Lauren. Their support and commitment to
the club is unwavering. It’s a better place because of them. I also want to thank all of the volunteers
that have pitched in to the get the work done quickly and efficiently over the past two years. The club
takes a lot of work to keep it running and it becomes a monumental task for the board members to
complete everything without the help of the membership.
Thank you and Happy Boating!!

Marina
Brian Groark

Ryan and Maria Cummings are excited to announce the birth of 
their daughter Jordan Joy Cummings, born on November 1st 
weighing 7 lbs 4 ounces. Her hobbies so far include eating and 
sleeping and she is already an active participant in club activities, 
making an appearance at a recent TGIF and joining her dad to 
watch a football game in the Crow’s Nest with her new friends. 
She is looking forward to meeting everyone in the coming months 
and perhaps joining the swim team one day!    

Birth Announcement!
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Social News

Social Director
Rebecca Mebane-

Williamson

I can’t believe that two years have gone by and this is my last Beacon Article. I 
would like to thank all the many, many members that have made my ‘job’ here as 
Social Director so enjoyable (and easy). A big thanks also to my unofficial co-chair, 
my husband Scott, who helped me every step of the way. For those members 
(especially new members), that aren’t actively volunteering and participating in club 
activities, I highly recommend it. It is such a great way to
get involved and meet other members and become part of the MVYC family. I firmly 
believe that you get out of your membership what you put into it. I’m sure you 
will welcome and support our new Social Director, Kevin Facklam and help him to 
continue with the tradition of fun and creative social events.

This past month we had one of our club’s ‘signature’ events, the Annual Commodore’s Ball,
held November 9 at the Mount Vernon Country Club. A big thanks to Christine Stavropoulos
and her committee for another enjoyable event (and one where no one had to provide food or
clean up afterwards!).

On November 15 the Social Committee hosted an informal Wine Tasting TGIF. Members and
guests provided wine and we enjoyed doing a ‘blind taste testing’. The Wine Fleet is now part
of the Social Committee, email Social.myvc@gmail.com if you are interested in planning future
wine events.

On November 22, a large crowd enjoyed succulent roasted pig, refreshing Mojitos and lots of
accompanying food at the 2 nd ‘Cuban Pig Roast’ hosted by Adam Roca, Dan Offringa and Sean
McCarthy.

The month ended with a ‘Friendsgiving’ TGIF on Friday, November 29 hosted by the Enright’s.
Members enjoyed a ‘second go round’ of Thanksgiving food.

Coming up in December:
- The Social Committee Meeting will be Thursday, December 5 th at 7:00 pm (prior to the
   Membership Meeting at 8:00 pm). Come help finalize details for December activities
   and start discussing plans for 2020. All are welcome!
- Family Friendly Tree Trimming TGIF hosted by Margaret Zembrowski and Dan & Chris
   O’Keefe. Families are invited to bring an ornament for the tree and children will have a
   chance to write a letter to Santa. We will start at 6:00 pm for our younger members and
   our regular dinner time of 7:00 pm.
- On Sunday, December 8, starting at 2:00 pm, The Rosado’s will once again host the
   Children’s Christmas Party. MVYC Children will have a chance to make a craft, play fun
   games, watch a holiday movie and the highlight of the event is a visit from Santa arriving
   by boat. See the flyer in this newsletter for more details including ways to contribute
   food and gifts.
- On Saturday, December 14 the McSween’s have planned another wonderful Holiday
   Party with Pam Beggan once again providing our holiday music. The party will start with
   drinks and appetizers starting at 6:00 pm with dinner being served at 7:00 pm. Turkey,
   Ham, Potatoes, Salad, Bread, Wine, Beer and ‘Specialty’ Drink will be provided (while
   supplies last). If your last name starts with A-K, please bring an appetizer and if your last
   name starts with L-Z, please bring a dessert. (For those bringing an appetizer, please
   drop it off in the afternoon if you will be arriving after 6:00 pm).
- Please note that we have several house rentals in December. Just a reminder that
   during rentals, club members have access only to the pool entrance/elevator and the
   ‘Crows Nest.’
- We will start out 2020 in MVYC style with our annual New Year’s Day Brunch, hosted by
   Gene and Peyton Diotalevi.  Bring a dish to share, we’ll have the Mimosas and Bloody
   Mary’s ready to go!.  Festivities will start at 12:00.   Dress code is Hangover attire (come
   as you are and all welcome; bring your friends and family).
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Cuban Pig Roast 
On Friday November 22nd, the McCarthys, Offringas & Rocas took the art of hosting a TGIF to an all new 
level with the 2nd anniversary of their Cuban Pig Roast. After spending more than 10 hours tending to 
their roast, the team spent hours carving and serving to make sure their guests enjoyed the fruits of 
their labor. The Mojito’s were an excellent finishing touch. Thank you guys for a wonderful evening. 
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December 2019
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 
Membership 

Meeting 
8pm-9pm

6 
Tree 

Trimming 
TGIF Kids 
Welcome

6:00 pm – 
8:00 pm

7
House Rental

All Day

8 
Childrens 

Holiday Party
All Day

9 10 11 12 13
No TGIF

14 
Aduly 

Holiday 
Party 

Board
Meeting
9:00am

15 16 17 
House Rental 

USCG
 11:00 am – 

1:00 pm

18 19 
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08

 7:00 pm – 
10:00 pm

20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
House 
Rental

 12:00 pm – 
11:45 pm
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January 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
New Year’s 

Day Brunch
12pm

2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9
Membership 

Meeting 8pm-
9pm

10 11

12 13 14 15 16
Coast Guard 

Auxiliary 
Flotilla 25-08

17 18

19 20
Board 

Meeting 
7:30pm-
9:30pm

21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31



www.mvyc.net The Beacon December 2019

Holiday Happenings 
Are you staying close to home for the Holidays? Have you got out of town guests 
coming to visit? Are you looking for something to do with the kids while they are on 
break from school? Well we are fortunate to have a wealth of activities that can 
entertain even the toughest critic. 

Did you know that our neighbor – Mt Vernon Estate is open 365 days a year and has a 
full schedule of special activities including a “Brunch with Santa” check their schedule at 

https://www.mountvernon.org/plan-your-visit/calendar/events 

Do you like a parade? On December 7th Alexandria will host its 49th “Socttish Walk” 
Parade and its 20th “Holiday Boat Parade of Lights”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Details at https://www.visitalexandriava.com/things-to-do/events/ 

Do you enjoy Holiday light displays? Several Fairfax County parks offer great light 

shows. More info at https://www.fxva.com/events/holiday-light-shows/  

You probably visited “Nats Park” to watch our World 
Champs play but did you know it is now home to 
“enchant” the worlds largest Christmas Light Maze, Ice 
Skating Trail, and Market. See 

https://www.mlb.com/nationals/tickets/specials/enchant#enchant-at-nationals-park 

Have a Happy Holiday 
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Join us in welcoming 2020 – and a new decade - at the annual New 
Year’s Day Brunch, hosted by Gene and Peyton Diotalevi.  Once again, 
it’s come as you are, in your favorite pajamas or other elastic waistband 
pants!  The Brunch will feature a free mimosa bar and a Bloody Mary 
bar while supplies last.  Bring a dish to share and a bottle of bubbly if 

you wish.  The Brunch kicks off at 11:00, and we will go until your 
elastic waistband pants aren’t comfortable anymore.  All are welcome, 
including friends and family, even your in-laws!  Any questions, email 

peyton.diotalevi@gmail.com. 

 

New Year’s Day Brunch

TopTech Computer Repair
Home of the Eldest Geek

8332 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA - 703-436-4756

SALES - REPAIRS - SERVICE
Computers - Servers - Laptops

Repair & Upgrade! 
ANY Problem ANY Computer

It does NOT Matter!

   

Craig Baker - Alexander Guthrie
Danko Drincic - Mohamed Abdula

Over 45 Years of Experience - Since BEFORE the PC!

New - Used - Repair - Data Recovery - Service Contracts
Custom Programming - Website Development

SIX MONTH warranty on our used laptops!
SIX MONTH warranty on all repairs!

FREE ESTIMATES - Pickup and Delivery

SPECIALS WITH THIS FLYER FOR MVYC Members:
$40 OFF your purchase (over $200) 

or $30 OFF any repair!

Open 6 Days a Week

10am - 7pm Mon-Sat

cdb@toptechva.com

www.theeldestgeek.com

www.toptechva.com 
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MVYC 2019 ADULT HOLIDAY PARTY 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 14TH  
APPETIZERS 6PM, DINNER 7PM 

If your last name starts with A-K please bring an  
appetizer* to share, if your last name starts with  

M-Z bring a dessert to share.   
Ham, Turkey, Potatoes, Salad, Bread, Beer, Wine and 

’Specialty Drink’ provided by MVYC  
(while supplies last) 

Hosted by Ann and Dave McSween 
 

if you plan on arriving after 6;00 pm, please drop your  
appetizer off in the afternoon 



www.mvyc.net The Beacon December 2019

SANTA IS COMING TO MVYC  - BY  BOAT!!!!! 
 

Sunday December 8th, 2019 at 2pm 
 
 

MVYC children will be making crafts and play fun games. 
 

Santa will visit and give gifts* to each of our children. 

After  gifts we will be serving refreshments  
Please bring snack or kid friendly side dish to share. 

 
While children eat and socialize we will be playing some 

of the holiday favorite movies. 

 
We ask that you donate an unwrapped gift for the patients at  

Children’s National Medical Center and Bring a nonperishable food item used 
for the  Food for Thought Program at our local schools (provides needy families 

with food during the holiday season). 
 

Suggested donations : 
  

Unwrapped gift; 
Art and craft kits for all ages, including teenagers 

Comfortable clothing for all ages (especially pants with elastic waists) 
Infant toys, Lego sets for all ages, board games, 

books, crayons, coloring books, and word searches. 
Food for thought; 

Breakfast: oatmeal packets, cereal (individual sizes), granola 
bars, Nutri-Grain cereal bars 
Lunch: noodle cups, mac and cheese cups, tuna, soup, Chef Bo-
yardee 
Snacks: fruit cups, fruit snacks, cheese and crackers, pretzels 
Drinks: 100% fruit juice boxes, Capri sun, shelf stable milk 

 
*Shhh … parents … drop off gifts for your child in the Crow’s Nest  December 

8 . Gifts to be given out by Santa should be wrapped and labeled with your 
child’s first and last name.  

To help with this event, contact Jessica Rosado at jessicarosado1126@gmail.com  or  to 
social.mvyc@gmail.com 
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Mount Vernon Yacht Club is once again holding a holiday toy drive for 
Children’s National Medical Center’s Doctor Bear’s Closet.  Please place 
new, unwrapped gifts under the MVYC tree starting with our Tree Trimming 
TGIF on Friday, December 6, or at either the Children’s or Adult Holiday 
Parties on the 8th or 14th of December, or anytime no later than Dec 15th.  All 
donations will be delivered to Children’s on the 16th of December.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Peyton Diotalevi at 
peyton.diotalevi@gmail.com. 
  
                              Wishes for Doctor Bear’s Closet:  
                  (all items need to be new; please do not gift wrap) 
Board games (Candyland, Sorry, Monopoly, Connect 4, Chutes and Ladders, 
Life, Jenga, Guess Who) 
Dolls (of all skin tones) 
Hot Wheels cars and tracks 
Infant-24 month toys (rattles, teethers, stacking toys, board books, and toys 
that light up or make noise) 
Plastic crib mobiles/soothers, musical centers, and mirrors 
Puzzles for all ages (up to 500 pieces) 
Lego sets for all ages, including Duplo 
Doc McStuffins, Paw Patrol and PJ Masks toys 
Little People® toys (people, animals, and superheroes) 
Superhero action figures and Barbies for pre-school and school age children 
Stuffed animals (under 18 inches) and Pillow Pals 
Gift cards (especially American Express/Visa, Target, Amazon, iTunes, 
grocery stores, and movie theaters) 
Hair/Nail/Makeup kits for preteens and teens 
Xbox/Playstation/Wii game systems and games 
iPads, iPad minis, Tablets, or any handheld video games 
Headphones for kids and teens 
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HOLIDAY SPECIALS THRU DEC.  24 TH

While Supplies Last

609 King Street
                           Old Town Alexandria                                          

703-549-0011
KingsJewelry.NET

Holiday Hours 
December 12th-23rd

Mon-Fri 10a-8p  Sat 10a-6p
Open One Special Sunday  Dec 22nd 10a-5p  
CLOSED  Dec 25th, 26th and Jan 1st, 2nd
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