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With the arrival of daylight savings, 
the recent stretch of dry weather, the 
increased distribution of vaccine, and 
the relaxation of some of the covid 
restrictions effective this month it is 
beginning to feel like we might be able to 
look forward to a reasonable summer schedule. While we must 
continue to be cautious and comply with the Virginia guidance, 
I think we can plan a much improved social season for the 
summer of 2021.

The eagerness to get outside has shown itself though out the 
early spring by the numbers of families out enjoying the “Point” 
to socialize, dine, or just let the kids run off some steam.

Lindsay Alexander managed to arrange for the Easter Bunny 
to visit the Point on a Beautiful Sunday afternoon and a great 
number of MVYC families enjoyed the hunt for eggs and the 
chance to relax and visit in the warm sun. Encouraged by the 
good turn out the Social Committee is joining with the “A 
Team” to host a post Equinox Sock Burning Party on Saturday 
afternoon April 10th. Look for additional details.

Judy McCarthy and Roger Bowers have mustered the Grounds 
volunteers for several clean up activities in early March and 
have more plans for early April.

John Binette has distributed our slip assignments for the 
coming season and has already had a team remove the 
bubblers and is preparing to de-winterize the water systems 
and redeploy the no wake zone buoys. We will be set to go.

With all the coming opportunities to get out and socialize, I 
would like to point out that since last March we have added 
almost 20 new families to our “MVYC” family. Many of us have 
been confined to our own limited social bubble and not been 
able to reach out and meet new people. Our new members 
have not had the opportunity to participate in the “normal” 
MVYC winter social schedule to introduce themselves to the 
“oldtimers”. I think it is extremely important that we overcome 
this interruption with a concerted effort to reach out to one 
another. I ask that sponsors participate in club activities 
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and encourage their new members to join them. If you see someone at the club that you don’t 
recognize, introduce yourself, don’t be afraid to admit you don’t remember their name, strike up a 
conversation chances are you will remember them the next time. Finally, everyone take the time to 
put a picture in the website member directory, it helps put a name and face together. 

Finally, a reminder to those that elected to pay the annual dues and fees in installments the final 
payment is due April 30th.

Membership News
Greetings Fellow MVYC Members & Happy Spring!  

It has been a busy month for membership at MVYC!  We received renewals 
from 216 members and resignations from five member families including 
John & Martha Gordon, Jerome & Margaret Skelly, Ken Croisetiere, Lisa 
Webster, and Greg & Aimee Brennan.  I thank everyone who paid their dues 
(especially those who were on time!) and wish all our departing members well.  We also welcomed 
five new families this past month to MVYC including Nathan & Christina Supinski, Christopher & 
Shannon Campagna, Jeffrey & Tammy Deem, Will & Jessica Richards, and Adam & Naomi James.   
Here is a little more information about our new members.

Nathan & Christina Supinski.  Christina is originally from Columbia, South Carolina and Nathan is 
originally from Easton, Pennsylvania.  After graduating from Penn State, Nathan moved to the DC 
area in 2004 and Christina accepted a job offer with an association in Alexandria the same year.  
Christina and Nathan met at a mutual friend’s birthday party at Del Ray Pizzeria in 2012 and they 
married surrounded by family and friends at the Inn at Mount Vernon Farm in Sperryville, Virginia 
in 2014.  Christina and Nathan welcomed their first child, Hank Andrew, a son, in February of 2016 
and their daughter, Charlie Marsh, in September of 2017.  Christina is a voracious reader who enjoys 
whipping up new recipes and practicing yoga now and then. Nathan is an avid fly fisherman who 
enjoys baking cookies and working them off at F45.  Hank loves to build (and destroy) things and is 
mildly obsessed with all things Lego.  Charlie loves to sing and dance and also loves to “read” books. 
They live in in Del Ray.

Christopher & Shannon Campagna.  Christopher Campagna is a native Alexandrian.  He grew up 
in Old Town, Rosemont and Del Ray and graduated from TC Williams High School.  He was on the 
sailing team at St Mary’s College in Southern Maryland and also attended VCU.  Christopher is a 
local commercial real estate broker, investor and developer. He is an avid hunter, paddle boarder, and 
enjoys CrossFit.  Shannon Campagna is a native of Alabama and has lived in the DC area for more 
than 30 years – 29 of them in Alexandria. She is a lobbyist at Van Scoyoc Associates and enjoys art, 
antiques, running and CrossFit.  The Campagnas have two daughters Liza-Banks and Beatrice.  Liza-
Banks is a college senior and plays D1 lacrosse and Bea is a college freshman.  They live in Mt Vernon 
Manor.

Jeffrey & Tammy Deem.  Tammy was born in Alexandria and has lived in Northern Virginia for the 
majority of her life except for her time in South Carolina while attending Clemson University. Tammy 
enjoys a career in marketing and has always had a passion for event planning so she would love to 
help coordinate events for the Club. She also loves to travel, is a little obsessed with college football 
and will go out of her way to say hello to all dogs.  Jeff hails from Pennsylvania, after graduating with 
a degree in Aerospace Engineering from West Virginia University he migrated to Northern Virginia 
and has resided here for nearly 20 years.  Jeff is currently a systems engineer and technical advisor 
for the Office of Space Launch. Yes, that means you can’t say, “It’s not rocket science” to him. ☺   In 
Jeff’s spare time, you can find him on the Potomac River on our boat and he is also an avid fan of 
college football.  Jeff and Tammy reside in Fairfax and have a small dog who is blind. The Deems live 
in Fairfax. 

Will & Jessica Richards.  Will is a lifelong boater who was born and raised at Spring Cove Marina in 
Solomons, MD and is currently general manager of this family-run marina.  He loves taking trips 
with his family on their 36’ Jersey Sportfish in the Chesapeake Bay and Potomac River.  He is also 
a handyman and loves working around the house and sharing time with family and friends. Jessica 

Membership Director
John Skudlarek



www.mvyc.net The Beacon April 2021

Upcoming 
MVYC 
Meetings

Board Meetings:
• Mon, April 19 @ 7:00pm
• Mon, May 17 @ 7:00pm-

Mon, Jun 21 @ 7:00pm

Membership Meetings:
• Thu, April 1 @ 8:00pm
• Thu, May 6 @ 8:00pm

was born in Washington, DC, grew up in Montgomery County and moved to Northern Virginia after 
graduation from JMU.  She loves fitness, discovering breweries and wineries, reading, cooking, and 
spending time with family and friends, and watching their daughter, Piper, compete in gymnastics 
events.  Jessica also loves her two labradoodles, Kip and Reese. They live in Stratford Landing.

Adam & Naomi James .   Naomi and Adam have been married since 2013, and have a daughter 
named Evelyn who will turn 2 in March.  Adam grew up in Annapolis, Maryland and has lived locally 
his entire life. Naomi is a dual citizen from England (UK/US citizenship), who moved to the US in 
2010.  They moved to Westgate Mount Vernon Forest in 2017 (from Alexandria city) and have loved 
living here.  Naomi is a graphic designer who both works full time, and manages contractor work, 
all while keeping our household together. Adam does accounting/finance work for a health care 
research/policy institution, and is currently finishing his MBA from Georgetown. The James found 
the club through their neighbor, Brent Fries, and are very excited about joining MVYC.  They have a 
16ft bowrider sitting in the back yard, waiting to get in the water.

While we are currently at full capacity, I anticipate that we will have memberships opening up soon.  
To fill them, we have three families on the waiting list, four families waiting Board approval, and two 
applications posted.  See below for our new applicants.

New MVYC Applicants Posted

Chad & Rachel Hespell (Not Yacht Haven)
Sponsored by Peyton Diotalevi & Dan O’Keefe

Pam Rein (Not Yacht Haven)
Sponsored by Dave Walker & Katie Basinski

I appreciate everyone’s support to sustain the momentum of the last few years and maintain a 
strong membership program and welcome motivated members. I would especially like to thank our 
Membership Committee members Linda, Sudhoff, Teresa Dyer, Trish and Terry Enright, Mary Schoen, 
Pamela Beggan, and Sean McCarthy and Lindsay Alexander for your help.  Thank you!  If there is 
anyone you would like to refer for membership, please contact me at membership@mvyc.net.  

Pool Update
Pool Project: Construction Update #3
Gene Diotalevi

We are making progress! Not to get in the weeds, but we now 
have micro piers, a lot of #57 gravel, and a concrete slab that 
will be poured soon for enhanced structural integrity - near the 
corner of the pool, on the driveway side - where we experienced 
failure over the years. You should start seeing the pool “cage” 
being installed and that will reflect the shape of the pool followed 
by shotcrete. Again, our progress is filled with anticipation and 
inconvenience…until May.

We have some more news that I think will make our world-class 
pool even more worldly! The Board approved extending the pool 
deck on the parking lot side which will allow for more room to re-
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lax and spread out. The wading pool will get a facelift by expanding slightly in size and having a new beach 
entrance for ease of entry and exit.  We’re also moving the wading pool’s mechanical shed (pump and 
filter) to the side of the club house to open sight lines and add a little more usable grass space. 

For the pièce de résistance, the entry for the main pool will be expanded for ease of entry and exit along 
with a bench feature.  As of now, the change orders are approved, but we continue to monitor any issues 
that could cause a cost over-run.  While we’re confident we have passed any unknown or unexpected hur-
dles, we are taking a very cautious approach and watching every penny as we have a limited and tight bud-
get.  This brings me to my next thought.  We’ve been working with the contractor to move the debris pile 
in the driveway as best we can.  Due to “pandemic inflation” impacting 
supplies and services, we’ve opted to stick with our original removal 
budget and this process is moving a bit slower than expected.  

When the pool was demolished, the vendor found significantly more 
concrete than what was expected, and this increased the cost of 
removal. To keep within budget, the vendor is using smaller, compa-
ny-owned trucks, to dispose of the debris versus hiring an external 
company. As the Marina and Point become more busy, we request 
your patience and understanding with the parking lot area and ask that 
you stay clear of all active construction zones.  

Good news: We still anticipate opening on schedule in May.  Rob Ca-
tron, or Rob “the six-million-dollar man” Catron has been built better 
than he was before.  Better, stronger, faster Rob is really excited to 
start his leaf blower, power washer and open a new jar of pomade and 
be a cracking “pool deck boss.”  Rob is also dealing with the pool management company for the 2021 sea-
son!  

Thank you again for your patience and understanding! If you have any questions, comments or concerns, 
please feel free to contact us via email at: eugene.diotalevi@gmail.com or Rob Catron at: rjcatron@gmail.
com. Or simply give us a call (you can find our contact info in the MVYC members page at www.mvyc.net).



www.mvyc.net The Beacon April 2021

PowerFleet
The warming Spring has thawed the pause of Power Fleet events.   We kicked off our first event with the 
better late than never Overland Cruise to Tim’s Rivershore.   Approximately 30 members traveled to Dum-
fries, VA to enjoy an afternoon of great friendship, food and beverage.  

Coming April 10th, to play catchup on our events this year, is a combination of two big Power Fleet Events 
– the Frostbite and the Sock burning.  If 
you have not attended a previous Frost-
bite or Sock Burning event, then plan 
on coming out for loads of Club fun and 
some great story telling.

In April, we typically host our Vessel 
Safety inspections and Brunch Cruise.  
Safety inspections are still on hold, but 
be sure to read the article in the Beacon 
to make sure your boat is in safe shape.  
While you are at it, if your CO detector 
is more than 5 years old, be sure to 
replace it.  This year’s brunch cruise we 
hope to hold in September.

Lastly, an update our on our biggest cruise event of the year, the Red Brown Summer Cruise.  This is 
scheduled for 8/13-8/15 at Coles Point Marina.  We have the Pavilion rented to be ready for any weather.  
Don’t have a boat or RV?  No problem there are several cottages available for rent for those who may want 
to drive.    Contact Coles Point to make your slip reservations. 
 And please send a note to PowerFleet@MVYC.net if you plan to attend.

 

FOR SAIL!  

Pearson 33---1986 
     Price--$20,000 

Contact: Ed and Jacque Knight:703-780-7495 or knightpassage@aol.com 

SPECS: 

LENGTH   33 Feet 

LOA    33.0 

BEAM    11 Feet 

WEIGHT   11,000 

DRAFT    Shoal Keel—3 ½ Feet :  

Keel Centerboard, Board -7 Feet 

 HULL    Fibreglass, excellent condition 

 BOAT CONDITION: Excellent    

 DINGHY: inflatable, with motor 

Canvas Covers--New(2 years) , Dark navy blue on sails, helm, Genoa 
(furling); new Bimini 

 SAILS    Main Sail: Relatively new and in excellent condition; furling type, 

     managed by “ Dutchman” system 

     JIB: Furling Genoa 150, clears 150 Feet;   Spinnaker Sail 

 ENGINE   Yanmar Diesel; 18 horsepower 2 Propellers (3 Blade and 2 Blade) 

 AUTOHELM: Automatic Steering;    WHISKER POLE 

 AIR CONDITIONING  AC  throughout  WATER HEATER:   Five Gallons 

 REFRIGERATOR  Large, built-in ice box with electric refrigeration 

 VHF Radio   Stereo radio with 4 speakers 

 FANS    Solar power exhaust fan, four electric fans 

 HEAD    Marine Toilet, basin and shower with electric sump pump 

 CLOSETS   Four hanging lockers           TABLE:  Folding table in main cabin   

GALLEY: Propane stove, 2 burners with safety system and oven; outside storage 
of fuel, stainless steel sink; storage shelves and dry locker. 

ALL WOOD INTERIOR Shows character, is not a plastic bottle! 

STORAGE Ample space beneath seating in main cabin, quarter berth, V-berth 
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 The Weather Rail
From The Weather Rail
The MVYC Sail Fleet 

The MVYC Sail Fleet promotes the sport of sailing and organizes sailing activities among interested club 
members. The primary activity over the years has been sailboat racing. MVYC club racing is geared to-
wards casual sailboat racing and is inclusive of sailors of all abilities. This is a great opportunity for begin-
ners to learn about racing and improve their skills. Safety, fun, and camaraderie are the guiding principles 
while we enjoy improving our sailing skills and competing.  

Over the recent years, the MVYC sailing season starts with the first race of the Spring Race Series in May 
through June after Mother’s Day (no racing on Commissioning day or Mother’s Day). The Fall Race Series 
begins following the Labor Day weekend and runs through October.  The spring and fall series races are 
conducted on Sunday afternoons with start times which are established based on the tides.  

The MVYC Sail Fleet encourages any interested club members of any skill level to become crew aboard for 
racing and sailing.  

Last season, the pandemic prevented non-household members as crew for MVYC sailing events. Since 
that time, social gatherings are allowed both inside and outside. Skippers and crew should follow CDC 
guidance regarding wearing of masks.  

According to current CDC guidance, fully vaccinated people can visit with other fully vaccinated people 
indoors without wearing masks or physical distancing. Therefore if all skippers and crew are fully vaccinat-
ed, masks are not necessary when on deck or below. The CDC guidance also states that fully vaccinated 
individuals may visit with unvaccinated people from a single household who are at low risk for severe 
COVID-19 disease indoors without wearing masks or physical distancing. Skippers and crew should use 
their best judgment in this regard when sailing together.  

Make sure to bring your hat, sunblock, a snack, and water. The boats typically leave the dock 30 minutes 
before the start time and are out for about 3 to 4 hours depending on tides and conditions. MVYC mem-
ber sailors without boats who are interested in crewing can contact the Sail Fleet Captain.  

The sailing schedule isn’t complete without the perennial favorites: the Craney Island Race and the Leary 
Single Handed Race.

The Craney Island Race is a fun event starting in the evening as the sun sets with a course that takes sail-
ors from Dogue Creek around Craney Island and back. Skippers with good basic skills who haven’t discov-
ered the pleasure of sailing at night may consider participating in ‘The Craney’ when there are other boats 
nearby. 

The Leary Memorial Single Handed Race brings out the competitive juices and challenges the skills of 
more experienced skippers who compete without crew to help them perform the various often simultane-
ous tasks necessary to keep their sailboats moving safely and efficiently around the race course.  During 
the hot days of summer and late days of autumn, impromptu racing occurs when conditions permit. 
Details regarding the race schedule may change at the last minute based on weather conditions (or other 
extenuating circumstances) and coordination is via email using a Sail Fleet email list; if you wish to be put 
on this list, please contact Greg Rehe.  

If you are interested in participating or would like more information regarding sailing activities, contact 
Greg Rehe.
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Safety
SAFETY DAY 2021 presented by PF Captain Jim Walton & Bonnie  Breneman, USCG Auxiliary 

One of the rites of spring at MVYC is our annual Safety Day, typically one  week before Commissioning 
Day. On a typical Safety Day, the USCG Auxiliary provides Vessel Safety Checks (VSCs) and other safe 
boating information.  We also traditionally encourage an informal swap meet—that boating  equipment 
you no longer need or want may be valued by a fellow boater! The USCG Auxiliary is currently restricted 
in our in person interactions with  the public, so 2020 and potentially 2021 have put our annual event on 
hold. 

Since we still recommend outfitting your vessel for safety, please check out the  pamphlet display on the 
lower level of the house. Everything you never knew  you needed to know is available. You can also get the 
info online: go to Online  Virtual Vessel Safety Check (uscgaux.info). If you meet the federal  requirements, 
used for VSCs, you also meet VA and MD state vessel  requirements. Remember that although Dogue 
Creek is a VA waterway, the  Potomac River is MD water and north of the WWB, DC water. VA, MD and DC 
do mandate completion of a boating safety course, proof of which must be  provided when requested by 
law enforcement. 

Other resources: 
https://www.dgif.virginia.gov/boating/education/requirement/ http://dnr.maryland.gov/nrp/Pages/Boat-
ingSafety/home.aspx https://mpdc.dc.gov/page/harbor-and-boating-safety-regulations 

In case the Auxiliary can get back to normal operations later this spring, we will reinstate Safety Day. If 
that happens, here’s the answers to FAQ about VSCs: 

What is a Vessel Safety Check? A Vessel Safety Check (VSC) is a courtesy  inspection offered by the 
USCG Auxiliary to help the recreational boating  community have safe and enjoyable experiences on the 
water. It is free of  charge and performed at your boat whether in your slip, boatyard, or driveway.  A vessel 
safety check usually takes 15 to 30 minutes, depending upon the size  of your boat. 

What’s In it For Me? Vessels passing safety checks are awarded a U.S. Coast  Guard / Auxiliary Decal that 
informs any interested parties, including law 
enforcement, that your boat was in full compliance with all Federal and State  boating laws during a safety 
check for that year. Best of all, every Vessel Safety  Check is 100% Free of charge. 

Why Receive a Vessel Safety Check? Safety! The peace of mind that your  boat meets federal safety 
standards and that in an emergency you will have the  necessary equipment to save lives and summon 
help. Vessel Safety Checks are  also great opportunities to exchange information about local boating 
conditions, equipment, communications, and safety/rescue procedures. In many cases  boating insurance 
agencies offer discounts for vessels which undergo a Vessel  Safety Check every year. All decals and safety 
checks are void December 31st  of year they are inspected, they are also void should the operator /owner 
fail to  maintain the vessels equipment or the vessel itself to the standard at the time of  the safety check. 

What Type of Items Are Checked? All of these items are currently required by federal and state laws and, 
if missing or non-operating, can--at best--result in a  citation if your vessel is inspected by law enforce-
ment and--at worst--result in  damaged or destroyed property and/or injury or death to you, a guest on 
your  vessel, or other mariners. *Life Jackets, Registration and numbering,  Navigation lights, Ventilation, 
Fire extinguishers, Distress signals (flares, horn,  etc.), Battery cover and connections* 

What if my boat doesn’t pass a VSC? If your boat does not pass, you are  provided a complimentary 
written report that clearly identifies any  discrepancies requiring attention before getting underway. An 
inspection failure  is not a citation. However, if you get underway with discrepancies and are  inspected by 
law enforcement (e.g., Harbor and Marine Patrols, State Game  Officials, USCG), you may receive a cita-
tion.
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Historian Update by Peyton Diotalevi

This month, Diane Wilson and Chris Ruckman passed along some amazing photos of Club days 
gone by.  I loved sorting through these black and white photos, and I’m hoping that a few folks 
might recognize some of the people in them. Based on the fashion in some of the photos, I think 
they were taken in the late 60s or 70s. While I have dozens and dozens of photos, I’ve chosen 
nine pictures that I think show a variety of MVYC activities. Some things never change, but the 
TVs certainly do! The photos are labeled as A through I, so if you recognize anyone you know, 
please email me at historian@mvyc.net with the name(s) and specify which photo. Next month, I 
will write an update to this article with any information that we discovered.  

Photo A – Commodore’s Ball  Photo B - The MVYC Buffet Line Photo C – MVYC Luau?

Photo D – Commissioning Day    Photo E – TV in Clubhouse Photo F – Bar in clubhouse 

Photo G – Partygoers            Photo H – Children at the Club  Photo I –  on the Point (with trees!)

Club History
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The Mount Vernon Yacht Club Commodore 
extends a warm invitation to our annual 

Commissioning Day and Blessing of the Fleets. 
 

Sunday, 2 May 2021 at 2:00 PM 
 
The Mount Vernon Yacht Club celebrates its annual “Commissioning Day” and “Blessing of the 
Fleets” ceremony every spring. Passed down through generations of sailors and navies around the 
world, the centuries-old ceremony is intended to safeguard crews and ships from the danger of the 
seas through a traditional blessing given by a clergyman at the water’s edge. Our ceremony is brief 
and highlighted by a champagne toast for our Fleets and Swim Team. As active members of the 
Mount Vernon Yacht Club, members of the community and stewards of the Potomac River, it is 
my hope that you will join us in ushering in another wonderful boating season.   
 
Due to Covid-19 concerns and health restrictions, this year’s event will be held outdoors on the Point 
adjacent to the Potomac River and lunch will not be provided.  In the event of inclement weather, the 
event will be cancelled.  Guests should wear masks and distance themselves in accordance with the 
Governor’s Executive Order of Public Health Emergency remaining in effect as of May 2, 2021. 
 
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to events@mvyc.net in order to have an accurate count for our 
champagne toasts. 

 

 

 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club – the gem of the Potomac since 1956! 
www.mvyc.net 
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April 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Grounds 
Clean Up 

9am
Sock 

Burning/
Frost Bite 

1pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19
Board Meeting 

7:00pm-
9:00pm

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Graduation is coming

Help Celebrate their Success
It’s the most important day of their lives –
help them celebrate. Please send

pictures and a short bio of your graduate to Beacon@mvyc.net. Let us
shine the spotlight on their accomplishment in our June Beacon.

Edited by Grace
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MAy 2021
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 
Membership 

Meeting
8pm-9pm

7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17
Board 

Meeting 
7:00pm-
9:00pm

18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

Ship Store
The Ship Store continues to be open by appointment. Please contact Lisa Franklin at shipstore@
mvyc.net to see current stock or to check out the catalogue for a more personalized shopping ex-
perience. MVYC bling makes for great Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, or graduation gifts. For special 
items it will take a few weeks turnaround time, so don’t procrastinate!  

Lisa Franklin
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Social Lindsay Alexander 
 

Spring has spring at MVYC.  Luckily, the 
Easter Bunny found time to swing by the point 
to visit the busy egg hunters.  Lots of families 
came out to participate in three egg hunts 
down at the point.  Thank you to Jenn 

Henderson, Cooper Pate, 
Sherry Catron, Lauren 
Santangelo, and, of course, 
our Easter Bunny, Brandon 
Santangelo.   

The MVYC corn hole league will start this month.  It 
will take place every other Friday night, starting April 
9th.  If you didn’t sign up to play, you can still come 
out and cheer on your fellow MVYC members.  Look 
out for some food trucks 

that should be visiting MVYC this coming April 
and May.  Details will be provided in the weekly 
emails as dates are finalized.   

Save the date for April 10th – We will be having a 
Frost Bite/Sock Burning event.  Details to follow, 
and the team is working to ensure it is a safe 
event.   

Lastly, the club is also looking forward to 
Commissioning Day this year.  The event will be 
on May 2.  More details will be provided as we 
get closer to that event. 

Social

Social Director
Lindsay Alexander
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EEaasstteerr  BBuunnnnyy  VViissiittss  MMVVYYCC  
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Ask Helen
Dear Helen,

My young adult son, who was previously living on his own, moved home with us when COVID hit after 
he lost his job. It has been wonderful to have him around (for the most part), but we are coming up on a 
year now with him still living at home with us. While I want him to feel welcome in the home he grew up 
in, I think it is time for him to go. He is working again so there is no longer a great excuse to be living here. 
How do I encourage him to move out without making him feel unloved?
Sincerely,

Eviction Conviction

Dear Eviction Conviction,

A lot of families found themselves in this situation over the past year and have been similarly struggling 
with navigating the associated changes in the parenting dynamic. He is still your “child” and back in your 
home, but he is now an adult so the living situation can look more like a roommate scenario. Many are 
enjoying getting to know their children as adults and the shift from parent child relationship to more of a 
friendship. What a great opportunity! With that said, you have a life now outside of raising your children 
and so does your son and sometimes those “lives” can be incompatible.  It sounds like your home may 
provide all the things your son needs in life; a cheap or free place to live, perhaps a stocked fridge, full 
access to laundry, maybe access to a car?  So how do you encourage him to reclaim his independence and 
give all of that up? I have a few suggestions that you might consider in trying to get your message across. 

• Interject a little too much into his personal life by sharing embarrassing stories about him to his dates 
and/or friends who are visiting either virtually or in person.
• If you don’t still have these up, hang his “precious” baby/childhood pictures on the walls in the hallways 
to make sure they are visible to his guests.
• Walk around in your underwear because it’s your house after all! 
• Two words: Chore Wheel
• Venmo request payment for groceries/utilities 
• Make your way in the background of video calls (work or personal) dressed embarrassingly.  
• If all else fails, change the wifi password
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