
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

Well, the weather was perfect and over 280 members, friends and neighbors enjoyed a won-
derful Commissioning Day.  Susan Schultz and her team more than delivered after being asked 
to coordinate this year’s event!  So many volunteers deserve praise—from the visiting dignitar-
ies to the Mt. Vernon Community Band to members new and not-so-new who helped Susan.  
Everyone who helped make this year’s Commissioning Day come together has my sincere 

thanks for a job well done!  We tried to change things up a bit this year while still holding on to the traditions 
that make us the Yacht Club we are today.  While you can never please everyone I think we got pretty close.  
The Coast Guard was spot on, the food was good and the drinks were cold.  (Between Beer Fairy Joe Castor 
and Past Commodore Bonnie Breneman's son who donated a keg of beer, we didn't run out of anything liq-
uid.)  The singers were wonderful, the Acme Orange Company (if you gotta ask…..ok, Chris Ruckman and 
Gene Diotalevi) provided a killer sound system, the band was great and the speeches were short.  Everyone 
wins!  In any case, the event was the kickoff for what’s shaping up to be a great season for MVYC.  Keep an 
eye on the calendar and your inbox for details on some of the fun that’s coming your way. 

As most everyone is coming out of their winter hibernation, you’ll see some new things around the Club.  
You’ll read about some of the progress elsewhere in this issue but here are some of the highlights: Mike 
Phelps and his crew got our brand new flagpole installed in time to grace the Point for Commissioning Day.  
Amy Walker led an effort to spruce up the entrance to the Clubhouse.  Just like most marinas in the area, 
MVYC did not escape the winter without damage to pilings.  Vice Commodore Alexi Stavropoulos was able 
to get a contractor to squeeze us into his schedule to get W dock fixed in time to have everyone back in their 
slips for the season.  With the help of Club members and our Pool contractor, Rob Catron led the effort to 
track down and repair a couple of elusive leaks that have been haunting us for a long time.  Terry Stott and 
his wrench wielding friends assembled some new picnic tables and repaired another table just in time for the 
season.  In the coming weeks you’ll see even more work being done to make our Club even better.  You’ll 
notice that a lot of the work listed above was accomplished by us – the MVYC volunteers.  Unfortunately, 
many of these “teams” had the same members.  We still need help!  The more everyone does the less we 
have to contract out and the more we can accomplish.  That’s not to say these repairs and improvements are 
cheap.  As you know, we depend on membership dues and fees for the majority of our budget.  We also 
know that we are down several members due to a variety of reasons.  Membership Chair Larry Ichter is 
working hard to recruit new members but he can’t do it alone.  We need everyone’s help to keep this the 
kind of place where people want to be. 

We were fortunate to come into the year in pretty good financial shape and I’ve asked Past Commodore Ron 
Reinsel to lead an effort to inventory our capital holdings and to build a general plan for maintenance, repair 
and replacement of everything - including a wide list of items such as the roof, the bulkheads, pool and even 
the microwaves in the kitchen.  So don’t be surprised if you get a call from Ron looking for help. 

In the tradition of past years, in an effort to allow everyone to relax at the pool or on their boat, regular 
membership meetings have been suspended for June, July and August.  So, here’s to a great summer.   Get 
out there and enjoy your Club! 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 
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Membership Update 

 

By Membership Director Larry Ichter 

 

Anniversary Members 
 
Congratulations to the following members who celebrate 
milestone years of MVYC membership in 2015: 
 

40 Years 
David and Paula Givens 

 

35 Years 
David and Gloria Curry 
George and Mary Ann Holthaus 
Gail Minarchik 
Brent and Hiromi Pope 

 

30 Years 
Jim and Sharon Fletcher 

 

25 Years 
Bonnie Breneman 
Richard and Alice Ess 
Steve and Kim Donock 
Charlie and Jane Kolas 
Thomas and Robin Prinz 
Wayne and Jean Van Brocklin 

 

15 Years 

Richard and Caroline McCormack 
David and Angela Miskimens 

 

10 Years 

Robert and Sherry Catron 
Anthony and Jennifer Henderson 
Tony and Susan Picciano 
Ron and Claudia Reinsel 
Pat Stallings and Karan Cerutti 
Paul and Kristin Whitridge 

 
Our longest-term member is Gwen McElhaney who has 
been a member for 51 years. 
 

(Please see page 4 for more membership news.) 

 

Upcoming Meetings at MVYC 

By Club Secretary Pat McCarthy 

Membership Meetings (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Sept 3 
at 8 pm  
1st Thurs of the month 
(Membership mtgs are not held in June, July and August) 

 

Board Meetings  (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
June 15  
July 20 
at 7:30 pm  
3rd Mon of the month 
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Membership Update (continued) 
New Applicants 
 
Five new applications have been posted downstairs at the Clubhouse.  They include the following: 
 

Dan Venne – endorsed by Don O’Keeffe and Larry Ichter.  Posted until June 3. 
Garrett Hothan and Emily Asmus – Endorsed by Chris Ruckman and Larry Ichter.  Posted until June 9. 
James and Valerie Armstrong – Endorsed by Christine Stavropoulos and Janet Fincher.  Posted until June 15. 
Paul and Rebekah Wharton – Endorsed by Petra Gray and Bear Baker.  Posted until June 20. 
Nicholas and Kathleen Widnell – Endorsed by Ray Billups and Donna Kamm.  Posted until June 21. 

 
Members are highly encouraged to review these applications.  Any comments should be forwarded to Larry Ichter at mem-
bership@mvyc.net. 

 

Pool News 
By Pool Chairman Rob Catron 

Our wonderful pool facility opened on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend.  A lot of volunteer work was done by ter-
rific club members including Bear Baker, Lauren Bazel, David & Amy Walker, Jeff Kirkland, Sherry Catron and others.    
During the past five months, we replaced the diving board, bought a new basketball hoop and repaired broken pool chairs.  
We also have new umbrellas and bases.  The pool area is a great place to exercise, come and relax and reconnect with club 
members and their families.  It is also a great way for our kids to know each other through their participation on the swim 
team and just hanging out.  The family friendly TGIF on June 5th will be sponsored by the Walkers and the Catrons and 
will celebrate the reopening of the pool and the end of the school year.  We hope to see you there.  If you have any com-
ments or advice about the pool please let me know. 
 

House Update 
By House Director Amy Walker 

Our Front Entrance Beautification Project is now complete. Thanks to my volunteers who power-washed, scraped, sanded, 
primed and painted: Peter Kneteman, Jim Gordon, Jeff Kirkland, David Walker and most especially PHIL DOUFFAS. He 
worked tirelessly to get it completed by Commissioning day. We should not have to touch that portico for another 10 years.  

We also did some repairs on the upper deck furniture. Thanks to Bill Gard and Jim Borches for repairing and repainting the 
support bars.  

Now on to the kitchen…. Madeline O’Malley has agreed to be our Food and Ketchup Control Attaché. Food left in the fridge 
past Tuesdays will be thrown away. I am asking for your help in keeping food and crumbs off the floor and bar. The Ants 
are getting too fat. As always, thanks for turning off lights / TV’s and pulling the shades when you leave. 

Ketchup Bottle Count: 9 
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PRYCA Update  
By Dan O’Keefe 

    “Cobb Vegas II”  
          2015 Cobb Island Yacht Club Summer Kick Off  
 

 
 
 

Date and Location: Scheduled for the weekend of 19 June through 21 June. The Marinas will be prepared to wel-

come boats starting at noon on Friday and Cobb Vegas II will officially end at noon on Sunday. The event will be at Cobb 
Island, Maryland …(North 38 Deg. 15 Min. 38 Sec and West 76 Deg. 50 Min. 30 Sec)  
(Latitude 38.2584626 Longitude -76.8438581). 
 

Scheduled Events include:  
Boat Inspections, Captains Hour, Saturday Steak Night and Louisiana Seafood Boil, Cobb Island Day Parade, Dozens of 
Vendors on Fisherman’s Field, Kayak Adventure, “Bird Man” of Charles County, PFD Demonstration, Friday Capt. John’s 
Seafood Feast, Best Dressed Boat Competition, History lessons, Two separate 50/50 Drawings (You must be present to 
win), Dr. Robert Band, The Rivah’s Sunday Hangover Omelet Bar, Margarita Tasting, Saturday evening Las Vegas show to 
include Illusions of the Stars and nationally acclaimed comedian Joe Bronzi for a special bon voyage Las Vegas II Comedic 
show! 

 

Registration: Registration forms and complete details are at http://www.usps.org/localusps/patuxent/

CobbIslandSummerKickOff.pdf. Questions can be directed to Dan OKeefe  (703-727-6781 or  
danokeefe711@msn.com)  Registration forms may be mailed to: Mr. Lane McGee, CIYC Treasurer, 13060 Pine 
Grove Road, Newburg, Maryland 20664. Registration forms are due to the CIYC Treasurer no later than June 1, 2015. 
Individual checks made payable to “Cobb Island Yacht Club” for the total registration cost of each boat, the total food ser-
vice cost for all adults and children over six; and the cover charge should be forwarded with the registration forms . 
  
 
(Please see page 6 for more PRYCA information.) 

http://www.usps.org/localusps/patuxent/CobbIslandSummerKickOff.pdf
http://www.usps.org/localusps/patuxent/CobbIslandSummerKickOff.pdf
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PRYCA Update (continued) 
2015 Float-In,  July 17 - 19 

Welcome Aboard! We’re expecting you! 
Registration Includes: A weekend of nautical fun for members of PRYCA clubs and their guests, 
Friday, July17th through Sunday, 19th, at Point Lookout Marina on Smith Creek . 
Meals: 
Friday night - Buffet Dinner,  Saturday morning - Continental Breakfast, Saturday midday – Lunch, Saturday night - Banquet 
Dinner at Sunset Cove Restaurant, (formerly Spinnakers), Sunday morning - Brunch at Sunset Cove Restaurant 
Events: 
Friday night - Costume Contest and Dance (Dress as a character on the TV show The Love Boat) 
Saturday morning - Seminars and Demonstrations 
Saturday afternoon - Competition for The Cup 
Saturday night - Awards Ceremony and Dance 
Vessel Safety Inspections, available Friday and Saturday 
Costs: 
Slip fees: $1.75 per foot; includes electric. 
Registration fee: Includes the 5 meals listed above and all events: $105 per adult (13 or older) 
$52 per child (5-12) children 4 or less, free. 
 
Fuel: Pt. Lookout Marina will offer a $.25 per gallon discount off the posted fuel prices for July 17 



Commissioning Day 2015 

Photos submitted by Chris Bazel, Russell Poe and Traci Newcomb 
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Social Update  
By Social Committee Co-Chair Gene Diotalevi 

While Social does its best to establish a fixed schedule for the season, we've found it impossible as life happens.  For exam-
ple, due to the regular band not being available, the October Fest Committee has changed the date from 26 October to 19 
October.  Lobster Fest is June 27th do to scheduling conflicts with committee members. And the New Member Party has 
been rescheduled from 6 June, to 13 June, because our original hostess has life complications that prevent her from continu-
ing (Andrea, our thoughts and prayers are with you and the family!).   You'll find the new Master Schedule below and on the 
website.  Please also take note that the club/master calendar is living document and subject to change.  Please also note that 
we have many openings to host both family friendly and regular TGIF’s.  To host a TGIF with a theme of *your* choosing, 
simply complete the TGIF request form on the website and if there are no conflicts, you’ll be added to the master calendar.  
Then you can announce your event in the Beacon by submitting to beacon@mvyc.net your articles and pictures. 
 
JUNE   
5th at 7PM: Family Friendly TGIF POC: Catron/Walker    
13th at 6PM: New Member Party  POC: Gale Curcio/Troy Clayton   
27th at 1200: Lobster Fest POC: Diotalevi/Gard  
   
JULY   
3rd Family Friendly TGIF POC: Host needed   
3rd at dusk:  MVYC 12th Annual Parade of Lights POC:  Ruckman/Wilson/Curcio   
4th at 1000: MVYC Annual Softball and Swim Party POC: Rob Catron   
  
AUGUST   
21st at 7PM: Mad Hatter TGIF  POC:  Trish & Terry Enright   
28-30 all day: Red Brown Memorial Cruise POC:  Flesch/McCarthy  
  
SEPTEMBER   
5-6th all day: Labor Day Raft-up POC: Holland/Poe   
12th at 1200: Wounded Warriors  POC:  Bill Gard   
18th at 7PM: The Commodore’s Car Hop TGIF POC: The Donock’s   
19th at 7PM: OCTOBER FEST POC: The Mutnick’s  
   
OCTOBER   
10th at 1200: Poeyster Fest POC: Poe/Diotalevi   
30th at 7PM: Halloween TGIF POC: O’Keefe’s  
  
NOVEMBER   
7th at 7PM: Commodore’s Ball  POC:  Christine Stavropoulos   
14th at Time TBD: Wine Tasting POC: Jayne Brady   
20th at 7PM: TGIF “Bra patented 1914” POC:   Stavropoulos/Diotalevi   
27th at 7PM: Thanksgiving TGIF POC: O’Keefe’s  
   
DECEMBER   
12th at 7PM: Adult Christmas Party  POC: Revae Moran   
13th at 1PM: Children’s Christmas Party  POC: Diotalevi/Lawrimore   
18th at 7PM: Birthday TGIF POC: Enright  
 
Please note the schedule be subject to change. Changes, if necessary, may be announced in the Beacon.  Changes will also be 
posted to the website, and announced by club wide e-mail.   
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

On Your Mark!  By Sherry Catron, Swim Team Representative 

  
By the time you read this, your MVYC Dolphins will have started practice. It is rewarding for me to see the swimmers hav-
ing fun and my months of planning going into action. If you have a child that was unsure of joining the swim team, it is not 
too late to come visit practice in the afternoon (8 years old and younger practice 4:30PM- 5:30PM and all others 5:30PM-
6:30PM) and give it a try. We are fun team and don't expect anyone to be Michael Phelps (the swimmer not the Marina 
Chair) or Katie Ledecky. It is a great way to spend the summer   
 
Our first home meet is June 20th. To get our swimmers hyped up for the first home meet, I invite you to join us poolside 
Friday, June 19th at 6:30pm for our Fun Friday. We will be making spirit posters, enjoying popsicles and who knows what 
kind of fun Coach Mark will come up with to get us ready for the next day. If you don't have a swimmer please feel free to 
come by Saturday, June 20th to cheer us on, the meet starts at 9AM.  It is a a lot of fun—Dan O’Keefe described it as so 
many people moving in so many directions in organized chaos.  You can always come by and grab lunch at our concession 
stand before heading out on the water. We appreciate all the support we get.  Here's to a good season!   

 



KID FRIENDLY TGIF 

Join us Friday June 5th for the Kid Friendly TGIF Poolside.  

We will be celebrating the “End Of School” a wee bit early. Lots of fun and activities!  

We will start about 6:30, right after swim practice ends. Appetizers will be provided.  

Please bring a favorite dish to share. Look forward to seeing you! 

FOR SALE 

Manufacturer: Malibu   

Model: 2004 Wakesetter VLX   

Description:  

2004 Malibu Wakesetter VLX. Boat has 

a remanufactured Indmar 5.7l engine 

that has less than 200 hours on it, 

FRESH WATER USE ONLY. Runs and 

works great. Comes with 3 stock ballast 

tanks, Perfect Pass, Malibu manual 

wedge, stereo CD w/4 speakers, aux 

and 12V input, amp, dual batteries with 

dual battery switch, tower, dual board 

racks, bimini cover - grey, 2 tower 

speakers, transom stereo remote, bow 

filler cushion, cover - grey, and Malibu trailer.   

THIS IS A GREAT FAMILY BOAT – CAN BE VIEWED AND DEMO’D IN YACHT HAVEN.   ASKING $29,500. 

Call Peter @ 202-360-0357 

Sailboat for sale 
 

1977 MacGregor 22.   

Swing Keel ideal for Potomac River drawing only 1’ with the 
keel up.  Sleeps 4.  Pop-top cabin for extra headroom.   

5 hp Mercury 4 stroke outboard, 2003, serviced this year.   
Main, jib and genoa sails.  Porta-potty.   

Boat is in good condition and was recently power washed but 
could use new bottom paint.   

$2,000. 
 

703-354-3728 

Volunteers needed for "Hot Tuscan Nights-an evening 
in TUSCANY” New Member Party (June 13, 2015) 

You don’t want to miss this one!  
Please join us in volunteering to make this a very special 

evening for NEW — and CURRENT — members. 
Volunteers needed: 

Setup   5 people needed 
Serving Food  5 people needed 

Cleanup   5 people needed 
Registration Table   2 people needed 

Decorations  3 people needed 
Thank you to Susan Fitzgerald, Lauren Bazel  
and Kathy Pascoe for already volunteering! 

 
Contact Gale Curcio @ galecurcio@verizon.net or 202-256-

5332 to sign up or ask questions. 

mailto:galecurcio@verizon.net


Power Fleet News  
By Power Fleet Captain Chris Bazel 

Well, here we are in June already.  I hope everyone is enjoying their boating this 

year. We have several new members who have joined us on the docks so if you 

happen to see anyone looking a little lost or in need of some assistance I encourage 

you to welcome them and lend a hand if needed.  I speak from experience as I my-

self have had to depend on the kindness of other members to get me back in my 

slip this season. Thanks to those who helped me out and I will be sure to pay it 

forward — if not in return — someday.    

We had our annual Brunch Cruise at the end of April.  A special thanks to Lori 

Wallace and Matt Flesch for coordinating the event.  Things were in a bit of flux as 

the ownership of the restaurant changed just before the event. But we pushed on, 

and it was a lovely day for a cruise. Gratitude goes out to Captains Ruckman, Gard, 

Holland and Walton for volunteering their vessels.  

Commissioning Day was spectacular. Kudos to the committee and all who volun-

teered to help.  Attendance was awesome and everyone I spoke to had a wonderful 

time. Thanks to all who decorated their vessels for the occasion, especially Bonnie 

Breneman and Larry Ichter who won the best dressed boat awards for 2015.  

Unfortunately, our annual photo day in May was cancelled due to renovations at 

Mount Vernon Estate mansion.  As soon as we can determine when the best op-

portunity for a future date a notice will be sent out. I appreciate your patience and 

understanding. 

As I write this article we are approaching Memorial Day Weekend.  I am assuming 

that since the weather prediction is for nothing but sunny skies and warm tempera-

tures, that it was another fun and festive raft-up.  Thanks to Matt and Jess Flesch 

for taking the lead on this event and I look forward to hearing all the stories of how 

joyful a time it was.  

On the evening of July 3rd, we will have our annual Parade of Lights to celebrate 

America’s Independence. So get your decorations ready and look for more emails 

on that to come. Also this summer remember we have the PRYCA raft-up at Point 

Lookout Marina July 17-19. Please help us defend our title and once again win the 

cup!  Also, stay tuned for more details on our annual “Red Brown” Cruise to Coles 

Point Marina  August 28-30.  In the meantime enjoy your time on the water and be 

safe!   

 



 

Note:  Calendar and event information often change after the Beacon is printed.   

Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

June 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 Yoga 3 4 Garden Club 5 Yoga/TGIF– 

Family Friendly 

6 

7 8 9 Yoga 10 11 House Rental 12 Yoga/TGIF 13 New Member 

Party 

14 15 Board Mtg 16 Yoga 17 18 Coast Guard 

Auxiliary Mtg 

19 Yoga/TGIF 20  

21 22 23 Yoga 24 25 26 Yoga/TGIF 27 

28 29 30 Yoga     

July 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 Garden Club 3 Yoga/TGIF/

Parade of Lights 

4 MVYC Softball 

5 6 7 Yoga 8 9 10 Yoga/TGIF 11 

12 13 14 Yoga 15 16 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

17 Yoga/TGIF 18 

19 20 Board Mtg 21 Yoga 22 23 24 Yoga/TGIF 25 

26 27 28 Yoga 29 30 31 Yoga/TGIF  
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