
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

Somehow, through the long winter and three day spring, we find ourselves half way through 
2015.  How did that happen?  While most of our boats haven’t moved as far or as much as 
we’d like, the calendar sure has.  Proof of that is the fact that we’ve suspended membership 
meetings for the summer.  That hasn’t slowed any of us down, however.  Our social year is 
turning out to be one of the most active in recent memory.  The recent New Members Party 

put on by a committee chaired by Gale Curcio, had over 100 paid attendees (members who are new since the 
previous celebration are not charged).  Member Troy Clayton, chef/owner of Geranio restaurant in Old 
Town Alexandria and of the Landing at Coles Point, provided some terrific Tuscan fare.  One of his highly 
qualified mixologists made certain nobody stayed thirsty for long, as well. 

This was the third event this year that was chaired by a first time volunteer.  This is great news!  These folks 
worked with, and were guided through the many hoops by, members who’ve “been there and done that”.  
There is no better way to get to know the Club and its members than by working on these party committees.  
These newer members took it all a step further by taking the reins and putting on some very successful 
events. 

We’ve renewed our Cooperating Group Agreement with BOAT/US.  This will save you 50% off your mem-
bership dues!  BOAT/US has been serving the boating community since 1966 in several ways.  Boat insur-
ance, informative newsletters, a web site full of important information and, most importantly, by giving boat-
ers a voice on Capitol Hill.  They work tirelessly in support of legislation that promotes safe boating and 
against legislation that negatively impacts recreational boating.  So use our Group number – GA80061Y – 
when you join or renew online.  You can also print off a copy of the agreement and send it to them.  A copy 
is included on page three of this Beacon. 

Remember that July brings the PRYCA Float-In.  MVYC has won the coveted PYRCA Cup two years run-
ning.  If we can do it again this year the existing cup is retired and ours to keep 
forever.  The event is July 17-19 at Pt. Lookout marina.  So, if you haven’t al-
ready signed up to attend either by boat or land, consider it.  You could be part 
of history!  If you’re interested and need more information let our PRYCA dele-
gate, Dan O’Keefe (treasurer@mvyc.net) know as soon as you can.  While 
you’re at it you can congratulate him and being chosen – okay volunteered – as 
the newest Member-At-Large (MAL) for PRYCA.  The MALs each represent a 
group of Yacht Clubs and are also part of the PRYCA Bridge.  Thanks, Dan, 
for taking this on! 
 
I was on board CourtShip the other day doing some “work” as the wind began 
to howl.  I looked out and caught this picture.  Five minutes later you couldn’t 
see across Dogue Creek.  Five minutes after that the sun was shining again.  
Proof positive of the old saying that if you don’t like the weather around here 
just wait ten minutes! 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 

 
J U L Y  2 0 1 5  W W W . M V Y C . N E T  

mailto:treasurer@mvyc.net


 

 

The Beacon 
Published monthly by 

The Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

4817 Tarpon Lane 

Alexandria, VA 22309 

 

Commodore:  Steve Donock 

Beacon Editor:  Trish Enright 

Photographer:  Russell Poe (unless otherwise noted) 

Circulation:  Delong Litho 

 

All Club members may submit articles, letters and notices 

about MVYC affairs for editorial review and possible publi-

cation.  All submissions may be edited.  Submissions due by 

the 20th of each month to:  Beacon@MVYC.net 

 

Copyright 2015– Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

All Rights Reserved 

Cover artwork by Dan Cannavaro 

Membership Updates 

 

By Membership Director Larry Ichter 

Welcome Aboard 

       

New members Art and Ann Barletta joined the Club in early 
June.  Art has been a member of the Coast Guard Auxiliary 
for many years so has been to the Club on numerous occa-
sions. Long time residents of Riverwood subdivision, they 
moved there in 1992.  Art is a pain specialist M.D. and 
works at the National Pain and Spine Center in Maryland.  
They have two children, Arthur, 22 and Annie, 19.  They 
own a 24’ Chris Craft powerboat that they will be docking 
at the Club on Inner W.   

       

Jimmy and Valerie Armstrong are our latest members.  
They own a local plumbing business, Kesterson Plumbing.  
They grew up in Alexandria and have lived in the Mount 
Vernon and Fort Hunt area for over 30 years.  Jimmy grad-
uated from George Washington High School.  They have a 
10-year old son, Charles at home and several grown chil-
dren and grandchildren.  Charles is active in football, wres-
tling, band and lacrosse.  Jimmy is a football coach with 
Fort Hunt Youth Athletic Association.  They are also mem-
bers of the Old Dominion Boat Club and own a 25’ Ben-
nington pontoon boat. 

 

Membership Updates continue on page four. 

Upcoming Meetings at MVYC 

By Club Secretary Pat McCarthy 

Membership Meetings (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
Sept 3 
at 8 pm  
1st Thurs of the month 
(Membership mtgs are not held in June, July and August) 

 

Board Meetings  (in the MVYC Clubhouse) 
July 20 
Aug 17 
Sept 21 
at 7:30 pm  
3rd Mon of the month
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Membership Updates (continued) 
Membership has been offered to two other applicants – Dan Venne and Garrett Hothan/Emily Asmus.  Information on 
them will be provided in the next Beacon. 

New Applicants 

Two new applications have been posted downstairs at the Clubhouse.  They include the following: 

Shauna Hauser – endorsed by Pam Beggan and Bill Gard.  Posted until June 30. 
John and Maren Calvert – Endorsed by Philip Douffas and Larry Ichter.  Posted until July 19. 
 

Members are highly encouraged to review these applications.  Any comments should be forwarded to Larry Ichter at mem-
bership@mvyc.net. 

Reminder on MVYC Guest Policy 
Members are reminded that while they can invite guests to any MVYC function (except membership meetings), including 
use of the pool and marina, the inviting member is responsible to escort their guests at all times while on MVYC proper-
ty.  Members must not loan their security cards to their guests and must be present to allow access to their guests unless an 
event is open to the community.  The member is responsible for the guests who must observe all Club Rules.  If you need a 
refresher on the Club Rules, please review them on our web site, mvyc.net. 

House Update:  Let’s Talk About Recycling! 
By House Director Amy Walker 

Several years ago, Harriet Singleton purchased our blue recycle bins and it has been a huge success! We have all seen the 
trash floating along in the river and it is nice to know we are doing a small part to reduce, reuse, and recycle. What is not 
nice to see is a recycle bin full of smelly cans with no trash bag in it. It can become a huge vomiting experience to empty.  I 
ask that if you are the kind soul who empties the bin, please have a partner in crime put a new trash bag in. To prevent the 
new bags from falling into the bottom, I have put Neon Colored Binder clips on the side of bins to secure the bag.  

Thanks to House Guru Phil Douffas for fixing the bar stools. He is one in a million! And to Peter Kneteman for investigat-
ing our “rocky” bar stools. Bon Chance Peter while you are in France!  

Thanks to John Binnette and Jeff Kirkland for helping change light bulbs.  As always, Thanks for turning off the TV’s and 
lights when you leave.  And the moment you have been waiting for:  Ketchup Bottle Count: 2. WOO HOO! 

Pictures of L’Hermione, replica of Lafayette’s frigate, submitted by Chris Bazel. 

 

http://mvyc.net/
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PRYCA Update  
By Dan O’Keefe 

The PRYCA started it’s summer season with a great Summer Kick Off event June 19-21st. Sponsored by the Cobb Island 
Yacht Club, the event drew 26 crews from 6 different yacht clubs and numerous members of the Cobb Island. Friday Hap-
py Hour at the Rivah was followed by a seafood buffet at Capt. John’s. A modified poker run on Saturday concluded at the 
Scuttlebutt with live entertainment and a margarita tasting.  The poker run winner took home a cool $500.  Saturday night 
brought on another buffet and a Las Vegas type show at the Rivah. 
 
Float-in reservations are still available. The event will be at Point Lookout, July 17-19th. Details and registration information 
can be found at www.pryca.us.  Also, Aquia Harbour Yacht Club has opened registration for Dog Days of August. If you 
haven't heard, AHYC is also celebrating it’s 40th anniversary. AHYC was started in 1975, so they are throwing a 70s themed 
party for Dog Days this year. If you want to register, you can do so online at https://docs.google.com/forms/
d/1R8y7zDM9lCTp3NCJ51Ikf1SzBVvAQBSEn5ebdz9nK6M/viewform 
Any questions concerning PRYCA activities can be addressed to Dan OKeefe at danokeefe711@msn.com. 

Power Fleet News  
By Chris Bazel 

Summer is here and it’s time for some boating. Our annual patriotic parade of lights will take place on the evening of July 
3rd.  All are welcome to participate.  Please decorate your boat in a festive manner and join in the fun. We will assemble on 
the docks around 8:30 pm slow cruise from buoy 67 to just past Mt Vernon. Then return for a party on the docks.   If any 
of the captains would like to take passengers along on their vessel please send an email to mvycparadeoflights@gmail.com.   

July 4th is always a fun time and the view of fireworks from the water is always special. If you plan on going up river to 
watch the show on the national mall I would just use caution as it’s usually a very well attended event but probably more so 
this year since the fourth is on a Saturday. Please remember to use extra caution when boating at night. If you can’t make the 
show on the 4th don’t fret because the City of Alexandria Fireworks will be a week later on the 11th. 

Also, in July we have the annual PRYCA Float in the weekend of 17-19 at Point Lookout Marina.  Please come join in or 
watch as Mount Vernon Yacht Club tries for it’s three-peat victory and retention of the cup, GO TEAM! 

In August don’t forget the always terrific trip down river for the Red Brown Cruise on the weekend of the 28th-30th .  This 
year we are relocating back across the river to Coles Pt Marina. A video exploring some of the amenities can be found 
online at:  https://vimeo.com/117500205 . Matt Flesch and Pat McCarthy are the lead contacts for this excellent event and 
will send out more information via email in the future.  Please reserve your spot by sending an email to mvycred-
brown@gmail.com.  Have a super summer and boat safe! 

Social Committee Update  
By Social Committee Co-Chairs Gene Diotalevi and Christine Stavropoulos 

Gale Curcio and Troy Clayton were the chairs of this year’s New Member’s Party.  We would like to say a big thank you to 
Team Curcio/Clayton, who knocked it out of the park on Saturday, June 13th.  Gale and Troy, along with their volunteers 
Brooke Demetriou, Susan Fitzgerald, Chris Ruckman, Alexi Stavropoulos, Rob Catron, Trish Enright, Lauren Bazel and 
Tom Curcio put together a great bash, attended by 100 people, to welcome our new members.  The theme was Hot Tuscan 
Nights, and it was definitely hot!  The weather proved to be “iffy” in the afternoon, so much to the relief of our members, 
we were able to hold the party inside.  The bad weather held off, so the wine tasting and signature drinks, along with the 
appetizers were held on the pool deck.  We owe a big thank you to Troy’s staff at Geranios Restaurant for taking such good 
care of us and making Tuscan Sunsets and Pinot Grigio Sparklers while Sanford “Sandy” Dickerson of Siemma Wines treat-
ed us to a wonderful wine tasking.  Then the party moved upstairs where we enjoyed delicious Tuscan treats and welcomed 
our newest members to our wonderful club.  After enjoying some delicious homemade tiramisu with homemade marsca-
pone, the dancing commenced until the wee hours.  (Social Committee Update continues on page seven.) 

http://www.pryca.us
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1R8y7zDM9lCTp3NCJ51Ikf1SzBVvAQBSEn5ebdz9nK6M/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1R8y7zDM9lCTp3NCJ51Ikf1SzBVvAQBSEn5ebdz9nK6M/viewform
mailto:mvycparadeoflights@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/117500205
mailto:mvycredbrown@gmail.com
mailto:mvycredbrown@gmail.com
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Social Committee Update (continued)  
As we write this, we are getting ready to enjoy another amazing event hosted by Bill Gard with a little help from the Usual 
Suspects.  It’s always a great time – we hope you brought your bib! 

Looking forward, provided we have hosts, the “All Welcome TGIF” will remain on the first Friday of each month.  We 
will not, however, be having one in the month of July, as we have our annual Parade of Lights will be held on Friday, July 
3rd.  We are looking for hosts, so please contact the social committee at social@mvyc.net if you are interested in hosting an 
All Welcome TGIF.   

WE NEED YOUR HELP!  As we prepped for the New Member’s Party, we discovered that the club’s two chafing dishes, 
as well as the club’s beige Cambro (keeps food hot or cold) are missing! The Cambro is a front-loading food pan carrier 
which holds four, 2 1/2" deep full size food pans for easy transport and use/serving for our events.   These items are quite 
expensive to replace.  If you find them, please return them to the club’s kitchen.   (Cambro and Chafing Dish pics below.)  
  

   

 

Marina Update  
By Marina Committee Co-Chair Alexi Stavropoulos 

This is July but with the heat wave we had last month one would think it was August. Thankfully it’s not August which 
means we still have quite a few months of boating ahead of us. The marina has been very active and we have had many new 
slip holders this year. Aside from boats in slips we have many trailer boats and jet skis coming and going. With trailer boats 
comes trailer parking of which space is limited. We have a designated trailer parking on the west side of the property along 
the fence. This is trailer parking only.  Anyone launching a boat for the day or even a twenty minute sea trial must park the 
trailer in its designated spot and disconnect the tow vehicle. Guests must be accompanied by the member and their trailers 
are not permitted to be left overnight unless they have prior permission from the Marina chairs. Trailers may not remain on 
MVYC grounds longer than three days, and will be removed thereafter at the owner’s expense.  

As we look at the marina it may appear that we have many open slips. We actually only have three smaller boat slips availa-
ble this time. If you have a trailer boat and wish to splash it for a day contact one of the Marina chairs and we can let you 
use an open slip. For larger boats if we do not have an open slip that will accommodate you we will put you at the end of 
the gas dock. We limit the use of the repair dock for transients because members use the dock for boat service and detailing 
during the week and on the weekends. Permission is required prior to lending an assigned slip to another member. Sliphold-
ers may not sublet their assigned slips.  

We have a wonderful facility and as I mentioned earlier the marina is very active. I briefly touched on some of the marina 
rules as a reminder to some of us who have been here for a while but also for those who have just joined. The marina rules 
are posted on the club website.  

I would like to thank Chris Ruckman and his group of volunteers that took the time to repair/modify the hooks on the No 
Wake markers prior to launching them this year. Chris also provided his boat and crew in order to launch the markers.  

At times members see us on the grounds and mention something in need of repair. This often happens when we are with 
family and friends loading the boat getting ready to go out for the day. Odds are when we get back we will not remember 
that there is a loose cleat on C dock. If you see anything that needs to be addressed in the marina please send us an email at 
marina@mvyc.net  where one of us will get the email and we will address the repair.  

mailto:social@mvyc.net
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cambro&view=detailv2&&&id=E48D41E9DEA522008439CBE6A54DE871BA2FF662&selectedIndex=16&ccid=Lm/mQFuu&simid=608021169039084880&thid=JN.iACuIBjjmSm0cUvdY62GQw
mailto:marina@mvyc.net
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On Your Mark!  By Sherry Catron, Swim Team Representative 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Summer swim team season is in full swing with two dual meets already completed. In our first meet of the season at 
Mount Vernon Country Club , it was one of those magical meets where all the swimmers had a great time and many fast 
swims. We came our closest to conquering the Mount Vernon Country Club in recent history but still a few points shy of 
a victory. There were 5 team records broken in the first meet of the season. Ryan Catron broke the 13-14 year old boys 
50 Free, 50 Back and 100 Individual Medley event records. Sydney Catron broke the  15-18 girls 50 back and 100 Indi-
vidual Medley event records. Our 15-18 girls 200 Medley relay came close to a longstanding team record and have vowed 
to double down on practice to hopefully break the record before the end of the season. But these were only a few of the 
exciting races of the day. I was very proud of how well our swimmers represented our club particularly since we had one 
entire week of practice disrupted by rain and cold temperatures.   

Our second meet of the season was at home and there is no place like home, We had many swimmers complete their first legal races 
in the harder strokes like breaststroke and butterfly.  While we had many first place wins from Grace Kelly, Si Daw, Emma Daw, Eva 
Servello, Alex Gray, Sarah Binette, Ethan Knoll, Ryan Catron and Sydney Catron but not enough for victory. Our parents all jumped 
in and made it all run as smooth as the first home meet of the season can possibly go and appreciate all the volunteer hours they give 
in the hot and humid conditions of the pool deck. I would like to give a special shout out to Bart Hewitt for starting our meet with 
his beautiful rendition of the National Anthem. Also to Kathy Ichter, Maureen Mason and Sam Mason for volunteering to help run 
our concession stand with Amy Walker, our new concessions chair. The team appreciates their support and the many cheers from 
club members that came to watch our swimmers.   

Mark your calendar for our Fourth of July Poolside Celebration from 11:00AM to 4:00PM. To mark the occasion we 
will have patriotic music, pool games, wacky relays and the ever popular Pain Dive Contest. Maybe the new diving 
board will give this contest an extra special element. You can leave your cooler at home because we will have All-
Amercian favorites like hamburgers and hot dogs at our concession stand. We hope to see you there!  

10TH ANNUAL Wounded Warriors Cookout 

On Saturday September 12, 2015, from Noon until 6 p.m. the Mount Vernon Yacht Club will be hosting Wounded Warri-
ors from Fort Belvoir’s Warrior Transition Unit.  We expect up to 50 warriors, family and friends. This will be our 10th year 
sponsoring this popular event and this year we are again working with Comfort Our Troops, www.comfortourtroops.org, 
who will provide appetizers, crafts and gift bags.   

Details on menu, cost, volunteering and signup will be sent out sometime in August. 

Usually we ask for volunteers to help in the following areas: 

Boat captains and boats to provide boat rides to guests 
Food preparation and food service 
Setup and clean up before and after the event. 
Tent setup on the Point the Friday evening prior to the event 
Hospitality – escorting guests around the club and to events 
Help with collections.  
Trips to Fort Belvoir for ice 

This has become one of the most popular events all year at MVYC.  Please save the date if you can make it. 

Bill Gard 

http://www.comfortourtroops.org


Swim Team  
  

July 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 Garden Club 3 Yoga/TGIF/

Parade of Lights 

4 MVYC Softball 

5 6 7 Yoga 8 9 10 Yoga/TGIF 11 

12 13 14 Yoga 15 16 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

17 Yoga/TGIF/

PRYCA Float-in 

18 House Rental 

19 20 Board Mtg 21 Yoga 22 23 24 Yoga/TGIF 25 

26 27 28 Yoga/House 

Rental 

29 30 31 Yoga/TGIF  



 

Note:  Calendar and event information often change after the Beacon is printed.   

Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

August 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 Yoga 5 6 7 Yoga/TGIF 8 

9 10 11 Yoga 12 13 14 Yoga/TGIF 15 

16 17 Board Mtg 18 Yoga 19 20 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

21 Yoga/TGIF 22 

23 24 25 Yoga 26 27 28 Yoga/TGIF/

Red Brown Cruise 

29 Red Brown 

Cruise 

30 Red Brown 

Cruise 

31      

September 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Yoga 2 3 Garden Club/

Membership Mtg 

4 Yoga/TGIF 5 Labor Day Raft 

Up 

6 Labor Day Raft 

Up 

7 8 Yoga 9 10 11 Yoga/TGIF 12 Wounded Warri-

or Picnic 

13 14 15 Yoga 16 17 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

18 Yoga/TGIF– Com-

modore’s Carhop 

19 Oktoberfest 

20 21 MVYC Board 

Mtg 

22 Yoga 23 24 25 Yoga/TGIF 26 

27 28 29 Yoga 30    
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