
By Steve Donock, Commodore  

The winter that wouldn’t end seems to finally be letting go of us.  Not a minute too 
soon, either, since we have a swimming and boating season to get underway.  In just a 
month we’ll be formally opening the 2015 season with our annual Commissioning Day.  
Susan Schultz and her committee have a great event planned and I am looking forward 
to seeing everyone there to kick off the last year of our fifth decade as an anchor of the 
Yacht Haven community. 

Commissioning Day is also a great day to show off our Club to potential members.  There are still a lot of 
our neighbors who don’t know what a gem is hiding at the end of the street.  This is more important this 
year than it has been in several years.  We’ve had a good few years of bringing in enough new members to 
replace those we have lost to retirements, moves and other reasons.  These past few months have seen us 
lose more members than normal.  Like it or not, we are aging.  Well, at least chronologically we are aging.  
We had more people than usual who did not renew their memberships.  The bulk of them were simply folks 
who are at that point in life where other commitments are filling their days.  Sadly, we also lost more than 
our share of these folks permanently.  This past winter was hard on us in more ways than just the weather – 
it took a personal toll on all of us.  Just another reason to look forward to sunny, warm days, indeed.  As we 
look forward to those days, Membership Chairman Larry Ichter is working hard to help get us new members.  
Larry himself is a product of Yacht Haven so he knows just what a great place this is to grow up, play, relax 
and make friends.  So, if you see a new face introduce yourself and let Larry know, too.  (Continued on 
page 3.) 

 

Bosun’s Whistle—From the Commodore 
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Come Celebrate the Beginning of the 2015 Boating Season! 
Submitted by the Commissioning Day Committee 

 

The MVYC 2015 Commissioning Day for 2015 is Sunday, 3 May.  So mark your calendars and come 
celebrate the launch of our boating season!  The ceremony will be brief, beginning promptly at 2:00 pm, 
with remarks by our Commodore and  VIPs.  After toasting the fleets and a performance by the U.S. 
Coast Guard Honor Guard’s Silent Drill Team,  we will adjourn to a picnic this year.  Children welcome!  
For the dress code—“blue and white” nautical colors are nice but not mandatory.   If you have any ques-
tions or want to volunteer to help the organizing committee, please call Susan Schultz at 703-830-1380.   

                   See you on the 3rd of May! 
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Marina Update 

 

By Marina Co-Chairs Alexi Stavropoulos  

& Mike Phelps 

 

On the first day of spring we had snow. Hopefully winter is 
completely behind us and we can start the 2015 boating! 
Unfortunately, we were not able to make it through this 
winter unscathed. There was ice damage to twelve pilings 
on outer W effecting two of our slips. On a positive note, 
we were able to get Triple Crown Marine on short notice to 
come out and straighten the damaged pilings just in time to 
get the boats back in the slips.  
 
In the next few weeks, we will be turning the water back on 
and deploying the no wake buoys. We have several marina 
projects that we would like to tackle early in the season. We 
will be reaching out to our list of volunteers for assistance.  
 
The gas dock will be opening up the first weekend in May 
and closing the last weekend in October. This month there 
will be a meeting for the gas dock volunteers. 
 
Slip assignments have been made and by now you should 
have your slip assignment for the 2015 season. All of the 
assignments went out via email and with just a couple email 
hiccups, they were successfully delivered. Thanks to every-
one who has kept their information updated on the Club 
website! There was little movement this year and we do 
have several slips left for boats in the 27’ or less range. 
There are currently three large boats on the wait list. By 
now all boats that were in winter slips should be moved 
back to assigned slips. If you have any questions drop a 
note to marina@mvyc.net.   

Upcoming Meetings at MVYC 

By Club Secretary Pat McCarthy 

Membership Meetings (in MVYC Clubhouse) 

April 2  

May 7  

at 8 pm  

1st Thurs of the month  

Board Meetings  (in MVYC Clubhouse) 

April 20  

May 18  

at 7:30 pm  

3rd Mon of the month 

mailto:marina@mvyc.net


P A G E  3  

Bosun’s Whistle (Continued from page 1) 
We’re also going to say good-bye two a couple long term MVYC supporters this Commissioning Day.  Both Senator Toddy 
Puller and Supervisor Gerry Hyland have decided to retire at the end of their respective sessions this year.  Senator Puller 
worked hard for us in Richmond (we really think her decision to retire was driven by the fact that Ben Pogue retired and 
moved away taking with him her favorite Commissioning Day hat!) while Gerry worked hard for us during the process of 
building our Clubhouse.  Both of them are regulars at our Commissioning Day and while this is the last time they come in 
their official capacity we certainly hope we’ll see them here in their retirement.  Commissioning Day is a great opportunity 
for all of us to thank them and send them off in style. 

There’s a lot of work going on around the Club – some of it is thanks to the hard winter – but thanks to all of you, we will 
have this place looking great in time for the season.  Our Sock Burning has just been held so it’s bound to get better!  This 
month brings Spring Clean-Up and the Brunch Cruise.  Details of these events are found elsewhere in this issue.  Your So-
cial Committee and Fleet Captains already have the calendar getting filled up so make sure you check it out both here and 
on www.mvyc.net where Communications Director Gene Diotalevi keeps it continually updated. 
That’s about it for this month so now that our socks have been sent to the big hamper in the sky it’s time to get down to the 
Spring/Summer fun around MVYC. 

Membership News 
By Membership Chair Larry Ichter 

There have been a number of resignations in the Club due to members moving or getting on in years.  So far this year, we 
have 15 resignations.  Members are encouraged to seek out friends and neighbors for potential new members.  The member 
application form can be found on our web site under MVYC Files and Forms.   

 

Several long time members that have resigned include the following: 

 

Al Lopez – 40 years 

Ben and Jeri Pogue – 35 years 

Virginia Lacey – 34 years 

Don Niebuhr – 34 years 

Pat Howe – 27 years 

John and Mary Galloway – 24 years 

 

Ben Pogue served the club for many years including Commodore in 1984-85.  They pass their legacy and sailboat on to their 
daughter Amy Haseltine who joined the Club with her husband Craig last year. 

 

John and Mary Galloway have moved to the Northern Neck of Virginia.  They have started construction of a new house 
and joined the Fishing Bay Yacht Club.  They have moved up to a larger sailboat with a 36-foot Beneteau 361.  John served 
as Commodore in 1995-96 and Mary was quite active as well including organizing yoga lessons at the Club.  

  

http://www.mvyc.net
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PRYCA Update  
By Dan O’Keefe 

 

 
 

2015 Float-In, July 17th - 19th 

POINT LOOKOUT MARINA 
Theme: “The LOVE BOAT” 

 
Welcome Aboard! We’re expecting you! Help bring home the “CUP” 
 
Registration Includes: A weekend of nautical fun for members of PRYCA clubs and their 
guests, Friday, July 17th through Sunday, 19th, at Point Lookout Marina on Smith Creek. 
 
Meals: 

> Friday night - Buffet Dinner 

> Saturday morning - Continental Breakfast 

>Saturday midday – Lunch 

> Saturday night - Banquet Dinner at Sunset Cove Restaurant, (formerly Spinnakers,) 

> Sunday morning - Brunch at Sunset Cove Restaurant 
 
Events: 

> Friday night - Costume Contest and Dance (Dress as a character on the TV show The Love Boat) 

>Saturday morning - Seminars and Demonstrations 

>Saturday afternoon - Competition for The Cup 

> Saturday night - Awards Ceremony and Dance 

>Vessel Safety Inspections, available Friday and Saturday 
 
Costs: 
>Slip fees: $1.75 per foot; includes electric. 

>Registration fee: Includes the 5 meals listed above and all events: $105 per adult (13 or older) 
$52 per child (5-12) children 4 or less, free. 

>Fuel: Marina will offer a $.25 per gallon discount off the posted fuel prices for July 17-19. 
 
Contact Dan OKeefe 703 727 6781.  

http://assets.fontsinuse.com/static/use-media-items/9/8711/full-720x540/517082e4/LoveBoatTitle.png?resolution=0
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Spring Clean-up Day! 

Mount Vernon Yacht Club 

Saturday, April 18th 

9:00 am ‐ 2:00 pm 

Come join other members for our best chance to get the club facilities ready for 
Commissioning Day and the warm days of spring. 
 
All levels of ability and effort are needed! (Mark tools with your ID) 
 
Rakes – lawn or garden, shovels/spades, hoes, weed trimmers, wheelbarrows/garden 
carts, pitchforks trowels, dandelion digging tools, miscellaneous other tools. 
 
Contact Terry at Grounds@MVYC.net for additional information. 
ALSO – DON’T FORGET Support the Swim Team!   

 

mailto:Grounds@MVYC.net
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MVYC Brunch Cruise  
April 26, 2015 11:00am – 3:00pm 

To 

The Landing Restaurant 

13188 Marina Way, Woodbridge, VA 22191 

RSVP – email2lori@yahoo.com by April 17, 2015 

 
Captains- No slip fee for first six boats to RSVP to matthewflesch@yahoo.com, please provide number of Member’s you can accommodate, 

depart 11:30am 

 

Non-Boaters- Carpooling recommended or RSVP to take a journey down the Potomac aboard Member’s boat (space permitting)  

 
Choice 

 
Fried Calamari with Dipping Sauces 

House Salad with Oven Dried Tomatoes and Cucumber 
Traditional Caesar Salad with Garlic Croutons and Parmesan 

Prosciutto Wrapped Mozzarella with Braised Tomatoes with Balsamic Vinegar and Basil Oil 
 

Choice 
 

Penne with Smoked Chicken, Tomatoes and Spinach in Parmesan Cream 
Grilled Atlantic Salmon with Crispy Parmesan Polenta, Roasted Leeks and Lemon Butter 

Steak and Eggs; 4.5 Oz Angus Filet with Two Poached Eggs and Two Sauces (9oz Filet Add $8) 
(Served with Roasted Breakfast Potatoes and Seasonal Fruit) 

Chesapeake Benedict; Two Poached Eggs over Lump Crab on Toasted English Muffins with Hollandaise 
 with a Sprinkle of Old Bay (Served with Roasted Breakfast Potatoes and Seasonal Fruit) 

 
Dessert Buffet 

 
The Landing Dessert Buffet 

Chocolate Brownies, Cheesecake, Chocolate Chip Cookies 
 Coffee and Hot Tea 

 
Drink Specials 

 
 $1 Mimosa Refills and $5 Make Your Own Bloody Mary Bar  

Fixed Price for Three Course Menu, Gratuity Included - $39 



 

Date Time Event Location 

April 18, 2015 11:00AM-1:30PM Fundraiser Lunch – Spring Clean Up  MVYC 

May 9, 2015 9:00AM-Noon DCCL Officials Training Trump National CC 

TBD TBD Computer Operator Training TBD 

May 16, 2015 6:00PM-9:00PM Kickoff Banquet MVYC 

May 23-25, 

2015 

TBD by weather as we get closer Pool Opening Celebration/

Concessions 

MVYC 

May 26, 2015 8 and Unders 4:30PM-5:30PM 

9 and Over 5:30PM-6:30PM 

Afternoon Practice Begins MVYC 

June 5, 2015 During Practice Time Trials MVYC 

June 13, 2015 8:15AM Warm Up 

9:00AM Meet Begins 

First Swim Meet at Mount Vernon Country 

Club 

June 20, 2015 8:00AM Warm Up 

9:00AM Meet Begins 

Second Swim Meet MVYC hosting SGCC 

June 22, 2015 Monday -Friday 

9:00AM-10AM 8 and Unders 

10AM-11AM 9 and Overs 

Afternoon Practice All Ages 

Monday-Thursday 

5:30PM-6:30PM  

Morning Practice Begins MVYC 

June 27, 2015 8:00AM Warm Up 

9:00AM Meet Begins 

Third Swim Meet MVYC hosting MVCC 

July 4, 2015 11:00AM-4:00PM July 4th Celebration Hosted By the 

Swim Team 

MVYC Poolside 

July 11, 2015 8:15AM Warm Up 

9:00AM Meet Begins 

Fourth Swim Meet at Springfield Golf & Coun-

try Club 

July 12, 2015 Warm Up Time TBD 

9:00AM Start TIme 

DCCL Relay Carnival Riverbend Country Club 

July 18, 2015 8:00AM Warm Ups 

9:00AM Meet Begins 

Last Dual Meet MVYC hosting Evergreen 

CC 

July 25, 2015 Warm Up Time TBD 

8:30AM Start Time – Girls 

11:30AM Start Time  - Boys 

All Star Qualifiers Country Club of Fairfax 

July 26, 2015 Warm Up  Time TBD 

9:00AM Start 

All Star Finals Westwood Country Club 

July 26, 2015 5:30PM End of Season Awards Banquet MVYC 

 

Swim Team  By Sherry Catron.  If you are interested in more information about joining the Swim Team please 

email Sherry Catron at sacatron@verizon.net or visit the team site at  http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=recdcclmvyc . 

mailto:sacatron@verizon.net
http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=recdcclmvyc


Social Committee Report #1  
By Gene Diotalevi  
 
Peyton and I hosted the 2014 MVYC Children's Christmas Party and it was a great event! It was also a first as we tied in a 
benefit opportunity to support Children's National Medical Center. Not only did we have a club house full of families to see 
Santa and enjoy a beautiful day together, but MVYC showed up to donate to Children's National Hospital. I was truly in-
spired to see how many MVYC families donated to such a worthy cause. Attached you'll find a letter of from Children's Na-
tional thanking MVYC for our donation. We both look forward to next Christmas, after a really, really, really long summer to 
see if we can top 2014! Thanks for the support Team MVYC!   



Social Committee Update # 2 
By Gene Diotalevi and Christine Stavropoulos 

We would like to say a big thank you to Julie Thomas and Christine and Sean McCarthy for hosting the 2nd family-friendly 
TGIF.  We had 80 people attend.  Christine organized games for the children and managed (with a bell that got everyone’s 
attention) to get over 20 children downstairs for hand-washing, quiet during a moment of silence to remember Norman 
Mayer and a blessing before dinner. 

Another big thank you to the O’Keefes and the Mahlers for hosting a terrific St. Patrick’s Day TGIF.  We had a lot of 
“wearing of the green”, Irish music, Guinness, some wonderful dishes – big thank you to the amazing cooks.     

We will be saying Aloha to Tye and Joanna Nagel who are leaving us for the tropical shores of Oahu.  We want to take a 
moment and thank them for everything they did to support the social committee.  As new members, they jumped right in 
and volunteered for a myriad of events and hosted a packed house for Octoberfest.  We will miss you all.   

Please check your calendars and emails, as every TGIF in the month of April has a theme:  family friendly, Southern Com-
fort, Live Music from the likes of Chris Ruckman and his rockin’ band and “wrapping” the month of April up with a Twink-
ie TGIF – celebrating the anniversary of the Twinkie.  Be sure to bring your favorite “wrapped dessert” with you. 

We have some wonderful traditional events coming up in May.  Be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday, May 3rd at 2:00 
pm for Commissioning Day.  We are actively seeking volunteers – if you are interested please contact the social committee 
at social@mvyc.net.  On Saturday, May 9th we will have our annual Ladies Tea, hosted by Pam and Blair Beggan.   

When we became social chairs, we set a goal for the social committee:  Our goal is to serve every member of the club by 
hosting a series of diverse events that cover all types of interests, while trying to accommodate the diversity of our member-
ship.   

That said, if you have a suggestion for a party or an event you would like to see at the club, please let us know.  Giving an 
idea doesn’t mean that you are obligated to host!  We thank you for your continued support and look forward to seeing you 
in April. 

Power Fleet News 
Submitted by Chris Bazel, Power Fleet Captain 

Ahoy boaters!  Now the snow is off the cars and it’s offi-

cial…here at Mount Vernon Yacht Club, spring has 

sprung.  Or, to be more accurate, spring arrived in a blaze 

of sock glory and boating season is right around the corner.  The 

hearty souls who braved the cold and snow in February can tell 

you that our Overland Cruise to Tim’s Rivershore certainly made 

us all yearn for these longer, sunnier days.  Thanks to Lori Wal-

lace for coordinating and to Tim and his crew for hosting us. I’m 

glad we had a good group on hand for that event. 

For those who saw their shadow and didn’t make it to Tim’s, 

your patience was rewarded.  The weather for our annual Sock 

Burning was perfect.  (Continued on page ten.) 

http://www.social@mvyc.net


Power Fleet News (continued from page 9) 
A robust crowd of more than 80 adults and chil-
dren gathered on the point and traded in their 
winter socks for boat shoes.  Thanks to Jim 
Borches, Jim Fletcher, and Trish & Terry Enright, 
for providing smoked meats, coleslaw, & hot dogs 
and to all the members for bringing sides and des-
serts.   Our own “beer fairy” Joe Castor made sure 
there was plenty of liquid refreshment and Judy 
and Pat McCarthy, Larry Ichter, Michael Prescott, 
Jim Gordon, and Ricky Mullins all made sure 
things went off without a hitch. A special thank 
you to Bill Gard, Ron Reinsel , Bear Baker and 
Dave Walker for their historical perspectives and 
unique brand of entertainment.   

Our next event will be the annual safety inspec-
tion day on April 18.  Members of the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary will be on hand at the marina 
starting at 9am to inspect boats.  Nothing is more 
important than making sure you and your vessel 
are prepared for the season.  Roger Fuller and 

Matt Flesch are the points of contact.  It is helpful to us and to the Coast Guard Auxiliary if we know how many boats will 
want to be inspected so please send an email to powerfleet@mvyc.net if you would like to be placed on the list. 
 

And last, but not least, mark your calendars for Sunday, April 26 – our annual Brunch Cruise.  See page six for Lori Wal-
lace’s Brunch flyer—she will be sending out more details in the days to come.  We are headed this year to the Landing Res-
taurant at Occoquan Harbour Marina, one of the fine dining establishments owned by MVYC member, Chef Troy Clayton.  
This cruise is a great chance to mix and mingle with fellow members and you will be glad you made the time to join us! 

See you on the water! 

When MVYC “Royalty” Met England’s Royals 
Submitted by Bob Beggan  

England’s Prince Charles and his wife, Camilla, the Duchess of Cornwall, vis-
ited George Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate recently and had the good 
fortune to “meet” many of MVYC’s “Royalty” (aka long-time members).  Ca-
milla passed right by MVYC member Marianne Ketels who was on duty at the 
Estate’s Orientation Center.  MVYC’s Gail Richmond, an Estate volunteer, 
shook the Prince’s hand.  (It is reported she hasn’t yet washed that fortunate 
right hand; her husband, David, an M.D., is appalled!)  MVYC’s Karen Gard 
was with the entourage during the tour which joined club members Bill Gard, 
Bob Beggan, and Hagan near the Estate’s Wharf. MVYC’s Damara Galliot, 
key player on Mount Vernon’s animal husbandry staff, had the most interac-
tion with the Prince.  Damara even briefed Prince Charles.  Word has it that 
Damara has washed her hands and the next day and night she helped with a 
couple of difficult lamb births at the Estate.  In the background of the picture 
of Bob Beggan, (taken by Bill Gard), the dignitaries can be seen.  (Note:  This 
article is an edited version of Bob’s submission.  Please contact Bob for his 
full and fun report.) 

mailto:powerfleet@mvyc.net


 

Note:  Calendar and event information often change after the Beacon is printed.   

Always check www.MVYC.net for up-to-date details. 

April 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 Garden Club 

Membership Mtg 

3 Family Friendly 

TGIF 7pm 

4 

5 6 PRYCA Dele-

gates 

7 8 9 10 Southern Com-

fort TGIF 7pm 

11 House Rental 

12 13 14 15 16 Coast Guard 

Auxiliary Mtg 

17 Live Music TGIF 18 USCG Aux In-

spection Day/Club 

Spring Cleaning 

19 20 Board Mtg 21 22 23 24 Twinkie TGIF 25 

26 MVYC Brunch 

Cruise 

27 28 29 30   

May 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 Family Friendly 

TGIF 

2 

3 Commissioning 

Day at MVYC 

4 5 6 7 Garden Club 

Membership Mtg 

8 TGIF 9 Mother’s Day 

Tea/ MVYC Photo 

Shoot 

10 11 12 13 14 15 TGIF 16 

17 18 Board Mtg 19 20 21 Coast Guard 

Aux Mtg 

22 TGIF 23 Memorial Day 

Raft Up 

24 25 26 27 28 29 TGIF 30 

31       
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