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Party Politics
By Mr. X
MVYC Disassociated Press Writer
History was made on August 31st when the Pork National Committee (PNC) and the Turkey National Committee
(TNC) joined as one to host 25 members of the Walter Reed Wounded Warrior’s program for a special event at the Mount
Vernon Yacht Club. The stumping was tuff, and the name-calling most appropriate; but at the end of the day, the Senior Pork
Smoker from Virginia, Chef Jim Borches (P-VA) and the Senior Turkey Smoker from Virginia, Jim Fletcher (T-VA) put party
rhetoric aside and weaved (wove?) their respective expertise and talent together to host one magnificent party. To better put this
massive effort into true perspective, Walter Reed coordinator, Ms. Sandra Halloman, remarked that “this was one of the best
events of the season.”
Other vital players included:
MVYC Point Mayor, the Honorable Jim Gordon (I-VA), was
instrumental in ensuring that “The Point” was appropriately set
up to accommodate well over 150 people.
Mr. Bill Gard, CEO of Work Harder, Not Smarter, Inc.,
cooked, cleaned, prepped and worked harder than all the young
guys, in addition to handling Walter Reed logistics.
Ms. Bonnie Breneman, CEO of Knee Breaking Bail Bonds,
Inc., spent hours in the sun collecting quid and tracking reservations.
Mrs. Amy Walker, CEO of Lawn Dart, Inc., provided fun
events for the children and guests of MVYC club members.
Mr. Peter Esser, aka “Grounds Keeper Willie,” ensured that
the grounds were perfectly manicured for 150 club members
and guests!
Boat donors Chris Ruckman, Jack O’Malley, Bart & Evelyn
Hewitt, Mike Holland and Jim Gordon took our honored guests Members and guests returning from a boat cruise.
for boat rides; and, thankfully, remembered to bring them back.

(photo by Karen Gard)

Gail Mlinarchik and Claudia Reinsel, Social Committee Co-Chairs, made sure that our Wounded Warriors were well cared for.
To those hard workers I may have inadvertently left out: my apologies – and many, many thanks! As you can tell, it takes a lot
of planning, coordination, elbow grease and care to throw these events. The team takes great pride in providing members, and
their children and guests, the benefit of flexibility and low cost - with no subsidies from the club. These events are designed
around a “zero sum gain” philosophy coupled with the goal of reaching as many members as possible. Should you see one of the
aforementioned party planners, please give them a big thanks!
Look out for “Raft-Up 08,” “Lobster Revival 08,” and “Super Bowl Fest” coming to a clubhouse near you!
Membership Meetings:
October 2
November 6
8:00 pm
(first Thursday of the month)

Social Committee Meetings:
October 13
November 10
at 7:30pm
(the Second Monday of the month)
- - Published Monthly by the Mount Vernon Yacht Club - -

Board Meetings:
October 27 (note special date)
November 17
at 7:30pm
( normally the third Monday of the month)

I want to give special thanks to Gene Diotalevi for helping to set up the
Pork Out, and especially for coordinating the visit from patients at Walter
Reed Army Medical Center. Gene’s article hands out lots of credit, but
Gene deserves our thanks too! It was a wonderful event – one that I hope
we can repeat.

The Bosun’s
Whistle
Chris Ruckman, Commodore

Gene has also played an important role in getting our wireless internet system up and running! If you would like to have wireless internet when you
bring your computer or laptop to the boat or pool, please email Gene (mvycnews@gmail.com) for instructions.

Don’t forget Oktoberfest on October 4th. Rumor has it that the Commodore will get to participate in a special ceremonial duty that involves tapping a keg of Peter Esser’s special custom-brewed beer. I am still unsure whether the Commodore will drink the beer or wear
it, but I am sure it will be interesting!
Are you ready for Commodore’s Ball? To help kick off the evening and recognize the efforts volunteered by our members this year,
Diane and I invite all MVYC members to our home for a cocktail reception on Saturday, 15 November 2008, from 5:00 until 6:00. Even
if you cannot attend the Ball, we hope you can join us. Attire is black tie optional. At 6:00 sharp, we will promptly herd everyone over to
Mount Vernon Country Club to begin the real festivities!

CASUAL SUNDAY EVENING POTLUCK SUPPER & LIVE MUSIC
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2008
6pm: Music by Cold Fusion while you enjoy BYOB drinks & appetizers
provided by your hosts Valleys, Skellys, Morans, Wetzels, & Youngs
7pm: Potluck Supper followed by more music for your listening & dancing
enjoyment. (Please bring an entree, salad or dessert to share.}
Our local music group, Cold Fusion, including MVYCs very own Lew Wetzel, Bruce Valley & Anthony Moran will play
popular ballads & up-tempo offerings from the 1930s, 40s, & 50s. Hope to see you there.

For more info call Marge Skelly 703-360-8374
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Membership Notice
Pursuant to Article XVI, Paragraph 7C, the following families have submitted applications and could be offered membership in MVYC should an opening become available:

Frank & Cathy Quigley
9220 Forest Haven Drive
Alexandria, VA 22309
Rod & Carol Henderson
4216 Old Mill Road
Alexandria, VA 22309

Beacon@MountVernonYachtClub.com
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In the
Spirit
Claudia Reinsel,
Gail Mlinarchik
Social Committee

Happy October, everyone! Summer is officially over, but the fun is not. As predicted, the Pork Out/Fun Fest on September 1st was a wonderful event with many
people contributing to its success. Please look for the many details in an article
elsewhere in the Beacon; but let us thank Gene D, Bill G., Jim G., Jim F., Jim B.,
Bonnie B. for hosting and doing a great job. Five captains offered up their services and gave boat rides to our guests from Walter Reed. It was a pleasure to
share the day with the soldiers and their families, and the feeling was mutual on
their part. Great weather, food, company, was enjoyed by all. A special thank you
to Hill Top Sand & Gravel/Golf course for donating the use of a golf cart to con-

vey the disabled soldiers about the grounds.
Thanks to A-Dock for hosting an Awesome TGIF on September 12th . As “A-Team” leader Chris Bazel said, “We pity the fool” who wasn’t able to join in with the Appletinis, Anchor Droppers, Asparagus and all the Amazing Appetizers that were shared dockside. And that’s:
“A” perfect lead-in to the (ARRGH) Talk Like a Pirate TGIF that was held on September 19th! Commodore Chris Ruckman had the pirates
well in hand and a good time was had by all. Great decorations!
Social events in October begin with our annual Oktoberfest Party on the 4th (see flyer in the Beacon) and end with Halloween Happenings
for young and old on the Point - October 24th & 25th.
The Halloween TGIF for adults will be hosted on Friday the 24th by Clay & Jen Collier. Saturday, October 25th, the Kids Halloween Extravaganza will be hosted by Jeannine Simmons, on the Point from 2-4pm, followed by the Pokey Oyster Roast from 4pm ‘til ??? Please
give Russell Poe a call if you can help out – he’s looking for helpers.
Sunday, October 20th relax to the jazzy sounds of our own “Cold Fusion” band at an informal get together at the Clubhouse Look out for
emails with details.
Then (where did the time go?) we’ll see you at the Commodore’s Ball, Saturday, November 15th!
Remember: TGIFs (Friday’s at the Club starting at 7pm) are a great, relaxed, informal way to get to know fellow Club members and be part
of a really great time. Call Joan Jones at 703-780-2965 today, and volunteer to host one.

MVYC Communications - Q&A
By Gene Diotalevi

Q: Why do you have a different language on some of the web site pages?
A: These pages require content. Communications is hosting a “Drafting Work Group” to help us provide information on the various club directors and services to populate these pages. This should be done by October 01.
Q: What about the secure Member directory?
A: The data base is built and we hope to have the online Membership Directory up and running within two weeks.
Q: I understand the house, pool and docks have WiFi?
A: Yes! Coverage is “spotty” on the docks, but we are working to install the necessary hardware to reach all the way to outer w.
Q: How do I get access to MVYC WiFi?
A: Send an e mail to mvycwifi@gmail.com for the user name and security code.
www.MountVernonYachtClub.com

Q: I understand the club has a computer in the Crow’s Nest for member use?
A: Yeppers! When you send your request for the WiFi information we’ll send you the user name and
password for the computer.
Q: How do I get on the MVYC e-mail list service?
A: Send your e-mail address to mvycnews@gmail.com
The Beacon
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Nominating Committee Report
Submitted by Bonnie Breneman
The 2008 Nominating Committee presents the following candidates for the 2008-2009 Board of Trustees:
Commodore: Bill Gard
Vice Commodore: Ron Reinsel
Rear Commodore: Jerry Gray
Secretary: Evelyn Hewitt
Treasurer: Tracy Groff
Director: Greg Rehe
Director: Jerry Skelly
Director: Alexi Stavropoulos

The Committee considered every member who personally volunteered or who was suggested by another member. In selecting our nominees, we sought to provide the membership with a balanced slate, accounting for club longevity and participation, family and personal
interests, as well as vocational and avocational background. In addition to compiling this slate of nominees, we have compiled quite an
impressive list of candidates for consideration by future nominating committees. The names of all nominees, including those made from
the floor, will be published fifteen days before the election in November.
The MVYC Bylaws call for nominations from the floor at the October membership meeting. To provide the membership with an open and
informed election, the Commodore and the Nominating Committee request the following guidelines for floor nominations:
1. Consideration of the synopsis of the duties & responsibilities of Board members, a synopsis of which was published in the
September BEACON.
2. The permission of the nominee, i.e., if a nominee cannot be present at the October membership meeting, s/he should provide
written confirmation of willingness to serve.
3. A brief biography and photo for publication at least fifteen (15) days prior to the November election meeting. These must be
given to the Nominating Committee chair no later than 15 October 2008 to meet the publication deadline.
4. Nominations may be made orally or in writing.
5. Nominations do not require a second.
The nominations will be closed after nominations from the floor on October 2, 2008.
Submitted by the 2008 Nominating Committee
Bonnie Breneman, Chair
Lauren Bazel
Jim Borches
Jim Hamrick
Jack Sanders

The Beacon
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IT’S A SHORT, SHORT TIME FROM MAY ‘TIL OCTOBER…

On The Docks
Submitted by
Marina Committee
Co-Chairmen

Ron Reinsel and
John Mitchell

It seems like Commissioning Day and the first whiffs of the spring
boating season were just a couple of weeks ago; but somehow, the summer is already rapidly fading into memory. Wise boaters, however,
know that Fall is the best season for boating. Falling temperatures, and
thankfully falling gas prices, precede the falling leaves of autumn, and
the best days on the River still lie ahead. So get out there and enjoy it
before the dread of winterization!

Fall is also, unfortunately, hurricane season. While we are generally
not on the usual hurricane track (with an unfortunate exception of a couple of years back), it is not at all unusual for us to catch the edge of
a fall tropical storm with its heavy rains, high winds and water. One tropical storm already gave a good brush in early September resulting in one boat taking on heavy water and another with a serious fuel discharge. If heavy weather threatens, be prepared and have a plan.
Here is a good pre-storm check list you should consider:

Storm Preparations for Slip Holders
Nobody wants storms; but they are a fact of marina life and you are pushing your luck if you don't
make plans to deal with them. Following are some proven methods and techniques for protecting
your boat when the storm warnings are flying:

· Check your dock lines! Use lines that are relatively new and of proper size. If your lines
are worn, replace them. In addition to risking damage to your boat, you could be liable if
your deficiencies are responsible for damage to the marina or other boats.

· Lengthen lines as appropriate to accommodate higher tides and storm surges, particularly if
you are on a fixed dock. Floating docks minimize the need to lengthen most lines except
where you are also tied to a fixed piling.

· Consider tying up bow-in. This is particularly true for power boats. Dock design provides
maximum protection when the boat is moored bow in. Wide sterns and swim platforms suffer when competing with docks and finger piers. If fender pile location is an issue, decide
which tie up method (bow in or out) is best for you.

· Change spring line length to insure the boat does not sit too deeply into the slip. Continuous
loading can stretch dock lines up to 30% and what seems like adequate normal standoff
from the dock isn't enough in a storm.

· Double up on lines. If possible don't just double to the same cleat, use alternate attachment
points.

· Apply chafing guards where lines meet cleats and rails. Add fenders between boats and
fingers.
List Continued on page 6...
The Beacon
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Marina article cont from p. 5

·

Reduce windage. Remove and stow sails, covers, biminis and any unnecessary exposed canvas. Make sure that boat covers are well secured and adequately sloped and supported to avoid
turning your boat into a canvas bathtub.

·
·

Bring inflatables and dinghies ashore.
Shut off or reduce any shore power demands. Electricity to the docks may be shut down if
high water threatens the breaker boxes. Loss of power to the club means you will be dependent on your boat batteries – make sure that they are fully charged and that your bilge pumps
are functional.

·
·

Dry storage boats should be securely tied down.
Visit and check your boat before the storm in time to do what is necessary and after the storm
to make sure that your boat survived and to lend a hand to your dock mates who may not have
been so lucky.
Save this page as a check list!
Over the summer there has been some concern about stray electrical currents in the Marina and their resulting corrosive effects. We are
looking at the issue and doing some testing; however, with the amount of electrical sources onboard boats, to a large extent stray current is a
fact of life in all marinas and the best protection is properly isolating your own boat. BoatUS has an excellent article on the subject of stray
current at http://www.boatus.com/boattech/MarineCorrosion.htm and the following advice on galvanic isolation comes from Jason Henderson, an ABYC certified marine electrician:
Galvanic Isolators: What are they?
A galvanic isolator is a piece of equipment that stops stray DC and AC current from coming onto your boat via the shore power green
grounding wire, while still allowing AC fault current to leave the boat and go to ground. There are two types. One has an indicator light to
warn if it is faulty, and the other does not- the second is less expensive. They are matched to your shore power cord; either 30 or 50 amps.
What is stray current? Stray current comes from other boats that have poorly maintained electrical systems, and from naturally occurring
current caused by different metals resting in the seawater that are part of boats such as stainless steel, bronze, steel and aluminum. Stray current can remove metal from your boats underwater metal fittings, similar to electroplating, but in reverse.
What happens to my boat if I don't have one? Your bronze props and through-hull valves, stainless prop shafts and rudder shafts can be
eaten away. Sometimes this takes years, but sometimes this can happen in a few months leading to very expensive repairs, or even sinking
the boat. If your zincs start to deteriorate much more quickly, this is a red flag that there is trouble.
Is stray current the marina's fault? No, stray current comes from your neighbors.

What about my boat? Isolators will only work if your bonding system is in good shape, the wire is the correct size, and connections are
clean and every metal fitting under the water is connected properly. You must also be sure there is no electrical problem on your boat with
DC positive leaking into your bilge water or bonding system. If you are unsure about what to look for, consult an ABYC certified marine
electrician to inspect your vessel.
Finally, some Nautical Trivia: Taken Down a Peg
We've all been "taken down a peg" occasionally in life, but did you wonder where the expression comes from? Ranking admirals and officers often carry their own flags aboard ship. In olden days, these flags would be attached to the mast with a peg. The higher the rank, the
higher up the mast. So if an officer who out-ranked you came aboard your ship, your flag (and occasionally your ego) would be "taken
down a peg".
The Beacon
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October 2008
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

0800 Garden Club

Fri

Sat

3

4

20:00 Membership
Meeting

5

6AM Clubhouse

7

8

9

10 1900 TGIF

11

14

15

16 1930 CG Aux 17 1900 TGIF

18

closed for cleaning

12

13AM Clubhouse
closed for cleaning

Oktoberfest

POC Peter Esser

Clubhouse
Resv’d

Mtg

19:30 Social Comm

19 Cold Fusion

20AM Clubhouse

1800-2400

closed for cleaning

21

22

23

POC Marge Skelly

26

27AM Clubhouse

28

29

30

24 1900 TGIF
Halloween
Theme

31 1900 TGIF

Clubhouse Resv’d
1600-2300
POC Sandra Meckler

Children’s
Halloween
Party

Oyster Roast
POC: Russel Poe

closed for cleaning

1930 Board Meeting

November 2008
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
2

3

AM Clubhouse closed for

4

5

6

0800 Garden Club

71900 TGIF

cleaning

20:00 Membership

9

10

AM Clubhouse closed

11

12

13

141900 TGIF

17

AM Clubhouse closed

18

19

for cleaning

24

AM Clubhouse closed for

Commodore’s Recptn

20 1930 CG Aux 211900 TGIF

22

Mtg

1930 Board Meeting

23

15

& Commodore’s Ball

1930 Social
Comm Mtg
for cleaning

16

8

1100-2400 Clubhouse
Resv’d POC : Jim
W alton

25

26

27Thanksgiving 28

29

cleaning

30
The Beacon
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Home for the Holidays at
Collingwood Library & Museum
From November 14 through 16, the Friends of UCM will host a fundraising event that will transform Collingwood
Library and Museum into a winter wonderland of creative holiday interiors by local vendors and designers and florists
including Classics & Country, Helen Olivia, Insiders, Sande Carter and Two Swans.
After touring the home, you will have a chance to visit Collingwood’s brand new American Legacy Center and shop at
a selection of over 20 premier vendors and have food at the cafe. There will also be hourly presentations on Holiday
Preparations.
(Visit www.ucmagency.org for complete information on presenters, vendors & garden clubs)
Saturday, Nov. 15 – 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., $15.00

Sunday, Nov. 16 – 11 a.m. – 3 p.m., $15.00

*Tickets are $10.00 if purchased at local business before the event.
Preview and Coctail Party – Friday, November 14, 6-9 p.m., $75.00 per person
Reservations and group sales: 703-785-3272
Collingwood Museum and Library on Americanism
8301 East Boulevard Drive, Alexandria, Virginia

Toon Fleet News
By Bartonius du Mont V’non
The weather for the past toon-a-half months has been a bit questionable. Each day, Toon Fleet Captains have taken a look
at the sky, and putting toon two together, have often decided that “today is not a good day for boating.” Some days are not
even condusive to maintenance work, like tooning up the engine, for instance. Toona fishing is almost always out of the
question, since there are normally not a lot of toona this far away from the ocean. Under these severe conditions, we have found ourselves falling back on … well … toona what comes natcherly. You know … cleaning house, gardening, etc. But we have lots to look
forward to, because in only toona half months or so, we can go Christmas shopping.
The Beacon
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SATURDAY OCTOBER 4th
6PM TIL MIDNIGHT
COME CELBRATE WITH SOME GOOD GERMAN FOOD, BEER and MUSIC
PRIZES FOR BEST OUTFITS AND BEER STEINS & JODELING
Only $25 a person Send Checks PAYABLE TO MVYC to :
Lauren Bazel
4321 Tarpon Ln Alexandria, VA 22309
OR DROP IT OFF AT THE CLUB MAILBOX!
RSVP DEADLINE
IS SEPTEMBER 25TH
So don’t delay...send it today!

2008 Winterization Rates:
•

Engine: Oil & Filter Change, Oil Lab Analysis, Battery Load Test, Clean Sea Strainer, Winterize w/
Antifreeze, Fog, Close Seacocks. $150 Single Engine, Add $130 for Twin Applications

•

Fuel System: Add Fuel Stabilizer, Remove & Dispose Filters & Replace with New
$70 Single Racor/$110 double Racor/$50 Canister Style Filter/ $70 Double Canister

•
•
•
•
•
•

A/C system: Clean Sea Strainer, Flush with Antifreeze $60 Single/ $35 each additional
Head & Holding tank: Backflush Water Intake, Flush with Antifreeze
$40 single/$30 each additional

Water system: Drain Tank, Clean Filter, Flush with Antifreeze $65
Generator: Oil & Filter Change, Clean Sea Strainer, Winterize w/ Antifreeze, Fog, Close Seacocks $85
Outdrive: Drain & Replace Gear Oil $65/ Replace Zincs $130/ Sand & Repaint $265
Please schedule your winterization in advance. All work can be completed at MVYC

202-210-9331/ john@dontstopmarine.com/ www.dontstopmarine.com
The Beacon
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Halloween Celebrations at the Yacht Club

Adult TGIF on Friday October 24th
7pm til Midnight Wear something Spooky or Fun!
Join us for some Scary Good eats and treats
Contact Clay or Jen Collier for more details

Kid’s Party
Saturday October 25th from 22-4 pm
On the point
hosted by Jeannine Simmons

Time to start a countdown for this year's Commodore's Ball
Saturday, November 15 at the Mount Vernon Country Club
13. Invitation arrives in mail in early October
12. Find fancy clothes at the back of the closet (attire is black tie optional)
11. Try on fancy clothes - oops!
10. Time to start that diet we've been postponing while enjoying all those hamburgs, hotdogs, ice cream, beer, beer, more beer
9. Now where did he put his cumberbund?
8. Take tux and gown to dry cleaners
7. Pick up tux
6. Oops - they shrunk!
5. Try a different diet!
4. Dancing lessons so we can "cut a rug" on the dance floor?
3. Schedule babysitter
2. Mail in RSVP card and check ASAP so we don't forget to do by deadline (Hey - price is same as last year....a real bargain!)
1. Try on clothes again - drats!

Forget the diet - go buy new clothes!

The Beacon
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Offered by: Village Americana Furniture
For: MVYC Members only - Order by May 31
What:

KINGSLEY - BATE
elegant outdoor furniture
Visit www.kingsleybate.com select items from the entire
catalog
Contact: Dave
dgivens45@aol.com
Cell 540-220-4718
Price=Wholesale Cost plus 20%* with a 5% rebate to the
club fund of your choice, i.e.: swim team
Example: the 4' bench shown. This is like the one by the
pool area.
Reg retail is $690 - member would pay only $415*
(KD boxed, del. to NoVA area) with $20.75 rebate to club.
Members David and Paula Givens want to help you and
the club gets ready to enjoy a great summer!
*plus tax, ups charges on any cushions and assembly available.
Subject to supplier availability.
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The Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Ln
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