
Volunteers, that’s what helps make
MVYC such a wonderful place. The 
Ship’s Store helps us show off our
wonderful club. Over a year and
half ago, Janet Fincher volunteered
to take over the Ship’s Store.
During that time, she took the store to a new level. Janet 
ordered new and innovative products, from a variety of T-
shirts with catchy phrases to cooking aprons, shot glasses, 
car gear, even coolers. She managed to get a little 
something for everyone. 

Janet worked out of boxes for her first year. Last spring 
she was instrumental in helping redesign the display in 
the clubhouse so that MVYC products are always visible to 
the membership. She staffed the Ship Store at 
membership meetings, as well as many other club events 
and sales of MVYC products have increased during her 
tenure. Janet was also instrumental in managing our 
PayPal account for purchases from the Ship’s Store so that 
members can use credit cards for purchases.  She also 
created an “honor system” in which members are able to 
conveniently purchase goods at events and be billed later. 

Janet epitomizes what it means to be a volunteer for 
MVYC. Regrettably, Janet is stepping down to focus more 
on her family now that her son Cody is in middle school. I 
am happy to say that Lisa Franklin has volunteered to take 
the baton from Janet and run our Ship’s Store. I’m sure 
she will be looking for help in order to keep our store 
active during club events. If you would like to help with 
the Ship’s Store please contact Lisa at shipstore@mvyc.net. 
When you see Janet, please thank her for all of her hard 
work and effort on MVYC’s behalf. Thank you Janet!

(Continued on page 2)

Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Alexi Stavropoulous

VOL 54 �NO 9October 2017

www.mvyc.net The Beacon October 2017

Mount Vernon Yacht Club
4817 Tarpon Lane
Alexandria, VA 22309
www.MVYC.net

Bridge
Commodore
Alexi Stavropoulos
commodore@mvyc.net

Vice Commodore
Lauren Bazel
vicecommodore@mvyc.net

Rear Commodore
Dan O’Keefe
rearcommodore@mvyc.net

Directors
Treasurer – Gene Diotalevi
treasurer@mvyc.net

Secretary – Jes Flesch
secretary@mvyc.net

Grounds – Mitchell Mutnick
grounds@mvyc.net

Marina – John Binette
marina@mvyc.net

House - Woody Evans
house@mvyc.net

Membership – Teresa Dyer
membership@mvyc.net

Pool – Chris Ruckman
pool@mvyc.net

Social – Monika Ortiz
social@mvyc.net



A few weeks ago we had a family friendly point party sponsored by the swim team. The 
weather was great and there was a large turnout. Many new faces and kids of all ages 
playing games and having loads of fun. There was plenty of food to go around and the 
evening finished up by the bonfire. Thank you Sherry, along with your swim team crew. 

The following day was the doggie swim and I must say that Chris and Diane brought it to a 
whole new level. Table cloths, a variety of doggie treats, doggie bowls throughout, good 
food, tunes and yes, many dogs in and out of the pool. It’s such great way to end the pool 
season. The Oktoberfest group put on a wonderful event again this year. They brought in 
a new band and as always, the food was plentiful and delicious. 

At our upcoming Membership meeting, we will begin the month with the important task 
of nominating a slate of officers and directors to lead the Club in the coming year. At the 
same time, the existing Board will continue to identify needs and develop next year’s 
budget to keep the club moving forward with an eye toward long term projects. 

In the meantime, enjoy the cooler air of fall and get in those last few great days on the 
water.

Bosun’s Whistle (Continued from cover page)
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Summer is over but that doesn’t mean boating season is. Fun in the sun and on the river 
continues well into the fall. And even beyond for some of our more daring boaters. Take to 
the river and stretch the season as long as you can. With the success of the 1st finger pier 
on Outer W, we will continue the repairs across Outer W. The board has agreed to the 
repairs and construction should begin soon. The repairs will secure the finger piers and 
last for years to come. They will also help get the marina up to the standard we strive to 
uphold. These repairs in conjunction with the cap on the bulkhead wall last summer will 
really improve the look and overall aesthetics of our fine marina. A marina we should all be 
proud of. With that in mind, we can all do our part to keep our fine marina looking good.  

For the slip holders, please take care of your slip and the surrounding area. Pick up trash. 
Keep the pedestal clean and orderly. Keep the hoses and cords neatly wound. Remove the 
cobwebs and insects. If you’re on the bulkhead, pull the weeds growing out of the bulkhead 
wall. We can all contribute to help keep the marina looking great and lasting the maximum 
possible lifespan. Let’s help each other. In closing, if you see anything within the marina 
that needs to be addressed or if you have any suggestions, please send an email to 
marina@mvyc.net and we will look into it.

Marina News By: John Binette
Marina Director



Lobsterfest:  It’s Back!
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This year’s Commodore’s Ball will take place on Saturday, November 4,
2017 from 6 p.m. – 12 a.m. at the Mount Vernon Country Club. This is
Mount Vernon Yacht Club’s most elegant event. It is a great way for
members to express appreciation to those volunteers who have done
such an outstanding job supporting our yacht club this year, and to
share a wonderful evening with new and old friends.  

The ball begins with a cocktail hour and passed hors d’oeuvres at
6 p.m. Our photographer will take photos of the guests as they arrive.
The Commodore’s Ball is a black tie optional party – it provides the
opportunity to dress up in formal attire, if you choose, but it is not
mandatory.  

The Mount Vernon County Club will serve us a delicious salad, New
York Strip with Pan Seared Scallops, Fingerling Potatoes, Asparagus
and a delightful dessert beginning at 7 p.m. The committee is hard
at work finalizing the details for a wonderful evening. Our Master of 
Ceremonies, will no doubt give us a few laughs. Commodore Alexi
Stavropoulos will provide thanks and bid farewell to the departing
MVYC Board members and we will welcome aboard the newly-elected
Board members.    

Following the ceremony, your feet won’t resist the chance to move like Fred and Ginger or 
JT as the disk jockey plays our favorite tunes and gets the floor hopping. 

Your invitation will arrive in the mail at the beginning of October. $70 per person. 

Be sure to RSVP early and remember:  your check is your reservation.

Mark Your Calendars
Commodore’s Ball 2017

Join us for a not-to-be missed family event that brings all 
members together for a unique experience! It’s been over two 
years since the last Lobsterfest in June 2015. Lobsterfest has 
been an MVYC tradition for many years, with its current format 
dating from the mid-2000s. If you’ve never been to an MVYC 
Lobsterfest, come watch Gene and crew steam 200 lobsters at 
the same time – using seaweed and some propriety trade 
secrets.

Lobsterfest will be $20 or under per person, depending on the 
market price of lobsters, and will also include sides. A non-
seafood option (for the landlubbers and the allergic) for $10 
per person.  Confirmation of the price and a full menu will be 
emailed to the membership in mid-October. To RSVP, please 
email events@mvyc.net, and indicate number of attendees.  



Membership News
Welcome Aboard! Please join me in welcoming a new family
to the club. 

Roger & Mary Bowers live in the Wellington community of
Alexandria. Roger is a Washington, DC native and works at
HNTB Corporation. Mary grew up in the Berkshire Hills of 
Massachusetts and moved to Virginia after college
to begin a music teaching career. Mary is currently
a part-time creative assistant at Claire Schwab
Interior Designs, part-time Contemporary Music
Director at Mt. Vernon Presbyterian Church and
part-time as Energy Medicine Practitioner and
sound healer for private clients – which makes
her a very busy lady! Their son Drake is a
sophomore at New River Community College in
Blacksburg. They also have an older son Michael
and two granddaughters. The Bowers have a
power boat and kayaks and look forward to being a part of MVYC.

Active Members Directory: We need your help! When you finish reading the Beacon, 
please go to our website, www.MVYC.net and update your membership information on 
our secure Active Members Directory. This list can only be accessed by MVYC members, it 
is not available on the public side of our website. So, please take a minute to check your 
existing information, make any necessary corrections and add a headshot of you and your 
spouse or your family.

Membership Director
Teresa Dyer

Update Your Membership Information
1. Go to www.mvyc.net

2. Click on log in the upper right hand corner.

3. Fill in your email address and password, click Sign In.

4. If you have a problem, click on “Can’t access your account?” – just enter your email address.  
We will reset the associated password and email it to you.

5. Once you are in – click on Members Info – then click List Active Members and the Active 
Members Directory will come up.

6. Click on your last name and your information will come up.

7. Check names, address, phone numbers and email addresses to make sure they are up to date –
also check the list at the bottom where other family members are listed.  If your children are not 
listed, please add their names and dates of birth by clicking on Add a Family Member.

8. In the upper left corner, hover over the photo area to toggle the upload form to add a picture.

9. When you are done, click on Certify and Update My Member Info at the very bottom of the 
page and then Log Out in the upper right corner.

If you have any problems contact Dan O’Keefe at communications@mvyc.net. Thanks for taking 
the time to check and update your information and we hope everyone will add a photo.
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Alexi Stavropoulos – Commodore (2nd Term)
Alexi, his wife Christine, and daughter Zoe joined MVYC in the spring of
2004. In 2006, Alexi was elected to the board of trustees. He has since
served on the board for 11 years, as House Chair, Marina Chair, Pool Chair,
Treasurer, Rear Commodore, Vice Commodore, and Commodore. During
that time Alexi also spent 5 years as the Power Fleet Captain. Alexi enjoys
assisting in various projects, as well as events throughout the club, including
social events, point parties, clean-up day, swim team, power fleet events and the Fourth of 
July pool party. One event in particular that he has enjoyed for the past the eleven years 
has been Captain of the boat that brings Santa Claus into the lagoon for the children’s 
Christmas party. Alexi can be found at the club on weekends enjoying friends and boating. 
He is always willing to lend a helping hand. Alexi, his wife Christine and daughter Zoe love 
power boating and thoroughly enjoy raft-ups and cruises and can be found on the Potomac 
River on their boat Triada.

Lauren Bazel - Vice Commodore (2nd Term)
Lauren and her husband, Chris, have been members of the club since June,
2004. She has served on the Board for the past seven years, first as a
Director and chairman of the Membership Committee, then as Secretary
and, Rear Commodore. Lauren is currently serving as Vice Commodore. 
Lauren and Chris have been very active in many club events since they
joined, volunteering for Power Fleet and helping with the Beacon. Most
recently, Lauren served as the chairman for the 60th Anniversary party committee and 
both have worked on several social event committees over the years. They are faithful 
members of the “Wino Fleet” and try to spend as much time they can on “A” Dock on 
their boat, NautACare.

Dan OKeefe – Rear Commodore (2nd Term)
Dan and his wife Chris, joined the club in April, 2009 and MVYC quickly
became a central part of their social life. They are involved in almost all
club activities from TGIF’s and social activities to work projects and power
fleet events. They can usually be found on or about “Pop Pop” every 
weekend during the boating season. Currently serving as Rear Commodore,
he has also served as Treasurer and prior to that as a Director and Chairman
of the Membership Committee. Dan also is serving as Fleet Captain on the Board of the 
Potomac River Yacht Clubs Association (PRYCA).

Jes Flesch - Secretary (2nd Term)
Jes and her husband Matt have been members of the club since the Spring
of 2013. They have been active in club events since they joined and have
even sponsored one of our larger events, the Red Brown annual cruise. 
They can be seen out and about on their boat Broken Piggy attending many
of the club’s weekend raft ups. They enjoyed the club so much they moved
to the neighborhood in late 2014. This is Jes’s first assignment to the board
where she is serving as Secretary.
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Gene Diotalevi – Treasurer (2nd Term)
Gene has been a member of the MVYC for over 13 years and has had the
pleasure of serving as Director of Membership, Security and Pool. In
addition to serving as a MVYC Board member, Gene has served as the
Communications Chair since 2003 and as the MVYC Social co-chair in 2014
and 2015. Outside of MVYC, Gene has served as a Member at Large (MAL)
for the Potomac River Yacht Club Association (PRYCA) representing various
Yacht Clubs on the Potomac and is an advocate of the Potomac River supporting various 
River-Keeper organizations. Gene is a retired United States Coast Guard Officer and he and 
his wife, Peyton, reside in Mount Vernon Terrace with daughters, Lauren and Ella.

Brian Groark – Director (1st Term)
Brian and his wife Lindsey joined MVYC in 2014. Since joining the club, they
welcomed their first child (and voracious water baby), Jackson, who is now
2. Brian is originally from southern New Jersey where he spent summers
enjoying the boating life with his grandfather on the Delaware River. He is
an executive at a commercial construction company focused on electrical,
mechanical, and plumbing projects. He has volunteered at MVYC's gas dock,
assisted in repairing the marina docks, and looks forward to the opportunity to get more 
involved in the club. Lindsey, a native of northern Virginia, is an executive at an 
Alexandria-based nonprofit focused on early childhood education and currently serves as 
co-editor of the Beacon. Their boat, “To Bad Decisions”, is on “A” dock.

Nicole Mahon - Director (1st Term)
Nicole and her husband Brendan have lived in Yacht Haven for 8 years with
their 3 children, Maura (9), Tess (7) and Harper (6). Nicole grew up on the
water in Sarasota FL. She earned her undergraduate degree at Ithaca
College in NY and MBA from the University of California, Irvine. She
currently works at St. Mary Catholic School in Old Town as their Enrollment
Coordinator. Most summer weekends, the Mahon family can be found on
the water. Either on their pontoon boat, exploring all the Potomac has to offer or at the 
pool supporting all kinds of activities for the Dolphins swim team. They have worked 
concessions, hosted the pancake breakfast on clean-up day and helped with other Dolphin 
social activities.

Rebecca (Willamson) Mebane - Director (1st Term)
Rebecca Mebane and her husband Scott Williamson live near Hybla Valley
with their dog and three cats. Rebecca has lived in the area since she was
about 7, Scott since 1987. Rebecca attended Appalachian State and Scott is
a graduate of Penn St. Rebecca and Scott are meeting planners who work
primary out of their home. While fairly new members, they have been
extremely active in supporting club activities. They have hosted many TGIF’s.
Rebecca is an active member of the social committee and has been involved in helping 
with many events, New Comers, Adult Holiday and other events. Scott is a member of the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. They have a 38’ powerboat that recently found a new home on Outer 
“W” and they have been busy setting it up.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Membership 
Meeting

Family or 
Regular TGIF
(Host Needed)

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

Social 
Committee

Meeting

Family or 
Regular TGIF
(Host Needed)

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Board 
Meeting

Lobsterfest
(Help Needed)

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

Halloween 
TGIF

Children’s 
Halloween 

Party
(Host Needed)

29 30 31
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Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. Please be mindful 
of entering/leaving the clubhouse on these dates.

Power Fleet Old Town Wknd

October 2017

HALLOWEEN TGIF
FRIDAY OCTOBER 27TH

Join your fellow MVYC Ghosts & 
Goblins for a howling good time!

Bring a goulisH good dish to share

COSTUMES HIGHLY 
ENCOURAGED

Hosted by Dan & Chris O’Keefe



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4

Membership 
Meeting

Jr. Commodore’s
Ball TGIF

(Host Needed)

Commodore’s 
Ball

(Help Needed)

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

TGIF
(Host Needed)

Poyster Fest
(Help Needed)

Wine Tasting
12 13 14 15 16 17 18

TGIF
(Host Needed)

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Board 
Meeting

Thanksgiving 
Leftovers TGIF

26 27 28 29 30

November 2017
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Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. 
Please be mindful of entering/leaving the 
clubhouse on these dates.

Social News

Social Director
Monika Ortiz

Wine Beer is constant proof that God loves us and loves to see us happy. 
- Benjamin Franklin

Once again Team Oktoberfest led by Mitchell Mutnick did it again, we were
All treated to a wonderful night of food, spirits and song. Along with the
New MVYC beverage chalets that turn change colors we introduced a new
band to the club. The Alte Kumpel (Old Pals) Band provided hours of live
Traditional German folk music that kept us hopping on the dance floor into the night. Jane 
Mutnick orchestrated a beautiful spread of German favorites, the ladies had four serving 
lines so everyone had a piping hot meal, Brilliant! 

Once again, we had Monika’s strudel to end the meal. Thanks to Matt Rose of Forge 
Brewery and Jimmy Ortiz our glasses never ran dry of their tasty brews. Rebecca 
Williamson and Chris O’Keefe won the best beer stein completion and where awarded 
major prizes. Peter and Kelli Esser won the blind folded pretzel eating competition, but 
there is still a dispute whether Peter swallowed it whole rather than chewing. Many more 
prizes were presented but we believe all who attended the festival were the true winners. 
Again a big congratulations to the Oktoberfest committee for a job well done and a thank 
you to all the many new faces and seasoned hands helping out with the festival, without 
you we couldn’t begin to have such a wonderful event. Auf wiedersehen bis zum nächsten
Jahr, or Goodbye till next year.

Check out the calendars below for upcoming dates and events. If it has been a while since you 
hosted a TGIF, you might want to give Monika a call. She will be happy to schedule you!

*All events are subject to change, so watch the calendar closely*



Mount Vernon Yacht Club 
member Terry Enright’s digital 
media artwork “The Robotic 
Reply” has been accepted into 
the Allegany Arts Council’s 
18th Annual Will's Creek 
Exhibition – a national juried 
show of contemporary 
American art which ended on 
30 September, 2017. Using a 
video-teleconferencing 
application in an off-beat 
manner, Terry composed a 
multi-layered vista that he 
digitally rendered on canvas 
and enveloped in a simple 
wooden frame. His piece, a 

rectilinear kaleidoscope of color of differing hues and values, imagines how artificially 
intelligent beings might react to discussions about sentience, which is both the theme of 
the show and the current conversational zeitgeist of tech-luminaries such as Facebook’s 
Mark Zuckerberg and Tesla’s Elon Musk.

Terry’s piece was displayed at the Cumberland Maryland show with over 30 pieces from 
artists as far afield as Kansas, Arizona and New Jersey. His art was selected from over 300
submissions by Aneta Georgievska-Shine, a modern and contemporary art curator who 
teaches at the University of Maryland and frequently presents lectures for Washington 
D.C. area museums including the Walters Art Museum, the Baltimore Museum of Art, the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Art, and the Smithsonian.

After the exhibition’s conclusion, Terry’s art will be put on permanent display in the Lobby 
on Neptune, by private appointment only.

ABOUT THE SHOW: The Allegany Arts
Council’s 18th Annual Will’s Creek
Exhibition ran through 30 September, 2017,
but the Gallery regularly has fabulous shows.
The Gallery is nestled in a charming
mountain town replete with outdoor cafes,
stunning vistas, and welcoming shopkeepers
offering everything from Persian carpets to
hipster collectibles. There is even a huge
independent bookstore whose owner and
staff actually enjoy reading and are able to
make suggestions for book purchases that
are based on each customer’s personal
interests. The Gallery is a little over two
hours from the Club by land-cruiser,
requiring a bit longer with a bit of a portage by boat.
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Digital Artwork on Display By: Trish & Terry Enright
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Pool News
The Doggie Swim on September 17th marked our final pool event
for this year. What fun! We had around 60 people plus dogs of all
ages on a splendid sunny day. The dogs swam, frolicked, and showed
off their best tricks to earn treats from a table full of dog nibbles. 
For the humans, we had grilled treats and chilled treats, but the
humans only had to sit and stay. 

With the end of swimming season, we're getting a
jump on repair season by installing a new main drain
in the deep end of the pool. The original drain, which
had to be plugged because of a major leak, is being
permanently capped off. The new main drain will
ensure that we have a safe, healthy pool next year. 
Bonus: Doing the work now rather than April is
saving us a bundle by using of cheaper off-season
labor rates.

My heartfelt thanks go out to everyone who helped
make 2017 a great year at the pool. The lifeguards did
a great job, the Swim Team provided some exciting
competition, and a lot of people came out to enjoy the
pool. Happy Autumn to all!

Pool Director
Chris Ruckman

Look at that form!

Well it is  that time again. We are doing those things that are 
necessary to prepare the grounds for the winter. In the coming 
weeks, we will be trimming the trees on the Point, clearing weeds and 
mulching. That means there will be a call for help. I hope if you have 
time you will come out and join us.

Recently we cleared the weeds in the
front of the club, weeded, aerated, and
seeded.  I want to thank all those that
came out to help.  Those included Steve
Donock, Larry Ichter, Dan O’Keefe, 
Donna Kamm and Oliver, Greg Rehe, 
Jimmy Nelson and Jamie Rosado.

Finally, we have planted two cherry
trees near the entrance and a Crepe
Myrtle where the tree was removed.

Grounds News

Grounds Director
Mitchell Mutnick
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On the morning of September 4th the 
USCG Cutter Eagle arrived at Alexandria for 
a 4 day port call. It wasthe last stop on its 
summer training schedule before returning 
to its current home port of Baltimore. The 
Eagle is a 295-foot barque used as a 
training cutter for future officers of the 
United States Coast Guard. A barque is a 
sailing ship of three or more masts having 
the foremasts rigged square and the 
aftermast rigged fore-and-aft. She is 
operated by a permanent crew of 6 Officers, 
49 enlisted, and a class of 150 USCG Officer 
Candidates. She is the only active 
commissioned sailing vessel in American 
military service, and one of only two 
commissioned sailing vessels, along with 
USS Constitution. She is the seventh Coast 
Guard cutter to bear the name in a line 
dating back to 1792.

The ship was built as the German sail 
training ship Horst Wessel in 1936; it served 
to train German sailors in sail techniques 
until decommissioned at the start of World 
War II. The vessel was given anti-aircraft 
armament and re-commissioned in 1942. 
At the end of the war, Horst Wessel was 
taken by the U.S. as war reparations.

While at the Alexandria port the Eagle 
offered several days of free tours to the 
public. Many of our club members were on 
hand to welcome the Eagle and others 
availed themselves of the tours. The 
accompanying pictures provided by Jerry 
Gray, Mike Spollen, and Pokey.

The Eagle Has Landed

Upcoming MVYC Meetings
Please mark your calendars for these MVYC meetings, in the 
Clubhouse.

Membership meetings:
• Thursday, Oct 5 at 7:30
• Thursday, Nov 2 at 7:30
• Thursday, Dec 7 at 7:30

Board meetings:
• Monday, Oct 16 at 7:30
• Monday, Nov 20 at 7:30
• Monday, Dec 18 at 7:30

By: Dan O’Keefe
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September @ MVYC
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Oktoberfest
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By: Trish & Terry EnrightDoing Good in Our Community
Scott Williamson and his wife Rebecca hosted a “Back to School” TGIF on September 
1st with Heather Feaster and her husband EJ. The original idea was to wear collage logo 
items and watch the first weekend of college football. However, when Scott heard of the 
need for school supplies in the area, he established a drop off box at the club during the 
first week in September. Club members provided the supplies and Scott made the 
deliveries to local schools. The schools benefited by club donations were Riverside 
Elementary and Woodley Hills Elementary.
Thank you to everyone who donated!
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We invite MVYC members to submit articles, 
photos, and paid advertisements by the 15th of 
each month to Beacon@mvyc.net
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