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Bosun’s Whistle
May is finally upon us, and hopefully
this will be reflected by warmer
weather. Our marina is slowly
Commodore
starting to come alive again with
Alexi Stavropoulous
boats filling the slips and the gas
dock opening up for the boating
season. The grounds have their spring look upon them.
Over the past several months there has been a lot work
going on throughout the club getting ready for the spring
and summer seasons. Clean up day was kicked off by our
Dolphins who hosted a wonderful pancake breakfast. This
was followed by a large group of volunteers who tackled
the grounds and the marina. This hard work was
performed by our members volunteering their time and
talents in order to make our club more charming. I would
like to thank you all for your time.
After months of bad weather and reviewing several bids,
we were finally able to hire a contractor and the pool
repairs are well under way. We expect to have the pool
filled and ready for our club families to kick off the
summer and our Dolphins to begin their practice on
Memorial Day Weekend. I would like to thank Paul
Whitridge, who came out on several occasions over the
winter to drain and clean leaves and debris from the deep
end of the pool, which allowed the engineer to do his job.
Paul and I met with the engineer and spoke with him on
several occasions to discuss our repair options. A big
thanks to our Pool Chair Nicole, her husband Brendan,
Woody Evans and Chris Bazel, who joined me and came
out for the final draining and cleaning of the deep end to
get it ready for the contractors to bid the job.
(continued on page 2)
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Pool News
Pool goers, we have good news!!! The pool is under construction and
will be ready to go for the start of the season. At the end of last swim
season, we found that we had some significant cracks in the pool that
were leaking water. Over the winter, we hired an engineering firm to
Pool Director
determine the problems and come up with a solution. They took core
Nicole Mahon
samples of the pool and determined where we needed the extra support.
The bid was sent out to 3 pool companies to quote. After careful review of all of the quotes,
we settled on the company that we felt most comfortable with and could do the job in the
time constraints we required (they were also the most
affordable). The work started the week of the 16th. They
will be drilling 101 pieces of rebar into the outer lane of the
pool to help support the outer perimeter of the pool. Then
they will be filling the cracks. This will produce a pool that
holds water, is supported and provides a space for our
members to enjoy, albeit with some polka dots on the
bottom of the pool where they drilled the rebar. The large
fixed umbrella will be getting a new canvas in navy blue,
and the ailing propane tank storage locker has been
replaced with a new storage locker. Ask one of the
lifeguards for the key if you need to replace the propane
tank on the grill this season. We are also in the process of
ordering a new ice maker! Please don’t hesitate to reach
out if you have any questions, pool@mvyc.net. Onward to
a fantastic pool season!

Bosun’s Whistle

Cont. from
Page 1

The water had been sitting for a while allowing green algae to grow amongst other things.
It was a nasty job that even Mike Rowe from “Dirty Jobs” probably would have walked
away from, but I believe our supervisors Harper, Tess and Maura Mahon were very pleased
with the hard work we did that day. We are all very excited and looking forward to the 2018
pool season.
The Membership Committee is always looking at ways to fill membership vacancies—ways
that promote the club as a neighborhood gathering place for social activities and
enjoyment of water sports. If you have recruiting suggestions or good candidates for
membership, please contact Membership Teresa Dyer or any Board member. This year we
have had many new members join MVYC. On June 23rd we will be having our annual New
Members Party to officially welcome them into our club. Gail Curcio, along with her
committee are working hard to make this year’s party a night to remember. There will be
delicious BBQ and we have a live band, “Fringe Benefits,” that will help us dance the night
away. Look for information in the Beacon, our weekly MVYCNEWS emails and the club web
site for more information. Be sure to save the date and get your RSVPs in early.
This coming Sunday is Commissioning Day! Susan Schultz and her committee have worked
hard to make this day, our blessing of the fleet, an outstanding day. I hope to see many of
you come by and enjoy this wonderful event.
www.mvyc.net
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Membership News
Welcome Aboard:
Lauren and Chris Santangelo – Lauren and Chris have been residents of
the Mount Vernon area for 13 years. Lauren grew
Membership
up in North Jersey and Chris is from Rochester,
Director
NY. Both attended the University of Rochester.
Teresa Dyer
They have two children, Brandon is 14 and attends Walt
Whitman and Natalie is 11 and in the Spanish immersion
program at Fort Hunt Elementary. They are looking forward to
enjoying “family time” at MVYC and hope to become boat
owners in the near future.
We say goodbye to two members this month, Mary McGowan and Alec Christoff & Suzi
Aramaki.
There are currently 5 applications posted on the club bulletin board:
Posted until
April 27, 2018

Gary & Shannon Smith of Cherrytree Drive
•Endorsed by Evelyn Hewitt and Claudia Reinsel

Posted until
May 5, 2018

Adam & Christine Engleman of Dolphin Lane (Yacht Haven)
•Endorsed by David McSween and Brendan Mahon

Posted until
May 6, 2018

Dave & Susie Jackson of Neal Drive in Collingwood
•Endorsed by George Brown and Dwayne Johnson

Posted until
May 20, 2018

David & Kristen Morrissy of Woodcliff Drive
•Endorsed by Neal Beggan and PJ Ross

Posted until
May 23, 2018

Dennis Mastie, Jr. & Taylor Bedford of Telegraph Road
•Endorsed by Tom Connolly and Jimmy Ortiz

Grounds News
I want to thank all those that came out for the April clean up day. I am
sure that I missed some people, so for all who did not hear from me, a
big “thank you!” Without your help, we would not have spread 135 bags
of mulch, built 3 Adirondack chairs, weeded all the beds and treated
the grounds for weeds. We had over 35 people helping. There will be
more to come as we do spring planting and summer maintenance.

Grounds Director
Mitchell Mutnick

While the geese have been very active, what is left is clearly not from the geese. Please be
considerate of your fellow club members and pick up after your pet.
www.mvyc.net
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Social News

For Sale

While the April weather has
been a little colder than normal,
it didn’t stop the club from
having fun.
Social Director
Rebecca
On April 6 we enjoyed
Mebane-Williamson
some very creative deviled
eggs with ingredients such as barbeque and
pickles, prosciutto, and pesto at the “It’s Ham &
Eggs and Scotch tasting too,” which was hosted by
Gale & Tom Curcio and Maureen and Bob Kuletz.
The following week, Larry and Kathy Ichter and
Roy and Linda Gurnham hosted a “send-off” for
long time (since 1998) Club members and TGIF
regulars, Randy and Jane Dellinger, who have sold
their home and will be moving to Myrtle Beach.

Boat, Motor, Bimini Top
and Trailer
1999 Scout Dorado
185 bow-rider 18.5
feet long, fiberglass
hull, recently
repainted. Yamaha
115hp 2s outboard,
new depth-finder
and recent electrical
overhaul.
$7000 negotiable
Contact Julie: 703-980-0852

Coming up on Sunday, May 6 is Commissioning
Day, one of the club’s featured events. This is a
great chance to experience some of the true yacht
club traditions: Blessing of the Fleets, the
community band, the color guard, local politicians,
a champagne toast, hot dogs & burgers. Make sure
you RSVP to events@mvyc.net if you plan on
attending. A big thanks to Susan Schultz and her
committee for all their work on this event.
Kicking off the Commissioning Day weekend will
be the Cinco de Mayo Sombrero TGIF hosted by
Jimmy Ortiz on Friday, May 4. The rest of May is
open for hosting TGIFs (which are held with or
without hosts). If you are interested in hosting
one, please let me know.
We have several house rentals coming up in the
summer months. Please pay attention to the
calendar and respect our club rentals. If you are
interested in renting the clubhouse, fill out the
application available on the MVYC website.
Coming up on Sunday, June 23, we have our New
Members Party. There will be plenty of good food
and good music. If you are interested in helping
with this party, please email
Social.mvyc@gmail.com.
The next Social Committee Meeting will be on
Thursday, May 10 at 7:00 pm. Everyone is
welcome to attend this meeting.
www.mvyc.net

The District Department of
Transportation (DDOT) and the
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA)
have revised the Agency and Public
Coordination Plan for the Long Bridge
Project. The plan has been updated
with revised dates for coordination
points and anticipated completion.
The revised Coordination Plan is
available on the Project website at
http://longbridgeproject.com.
Information reposted from an email sent by
the Long Bridge Project Team.
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Marina News
We have been busy getting the marina in shape for the boating season.
The ice maker is now up and running. The water has been restored to
the docks with the exception of Inner W, which due to several broken
Marina Director
pipes, is currently under repair. This will be back on soon. We’ve
Brian Groark
been working on repairing the lighting in the dock pedestals, replacing
both the light bulbs and the photocells to ensure correct functionality. These repairs,
which have already begun, will be ongoing for a few weeks. Also, we purchased four new
No Wake Buoys which will be set in place shortly.
In addition to the ongoing season startup and maintenance, we are working to bring order
back to the dinghy racks. Each rack has been renumbered and space assignments will be
going out soon. As a reminder, the use of the dinghy rack is only for those members who
requested a space on their 2018 membership form and paid the usage fee. If you currently
have a dinghy on the rack and have not received an email from me regarding your space,
please send an email to marina@mvyc.net or remove your items from the rack. There are
several unidentified canoes/kayaks in racks that will be removed if they are not claimed.
Lastly, the gas dock is open and I want to thank all of the volunteers for manning the dock
each weekend and Jerry Gray for managing the dock again this season. Happy Boating!

Swim Team News – On Your Mark!
For those new to club or who haven’t yet tried spending the summer with
the Mount Vernon Yacht Club Dolphins, there is no better way to spend the
summer. Some of my best memories as a kid include summer swim. Bugs in
Swim Team
the pool at morning practice, beating my sister in races and candy from the
Captain
concession stand are a few of the highlights. I have always felt making
Sherry
Catron
summer swim for our Dolphins fun was some sort of karmic payback for
the great times I had in the pool.
We have daily practices after school beginning Tuesday, May 29th until school ends.
Practice is from 4:30 - 5:30 pm for the swimmers who are 8 years old and younger, and for
our Dolphins over 9 years old, practice is from 5:30- 6:30 pm. Not only do we improve our
swimming skills; we also have social gatherings, impromptu dinners by the pool and the
time-honored tradition of playing Sharks and Minnows occasionally after practice.
This season Meredith Hardy will be joining us as our Head Coach. Many of you know her
from Ft. Belvoir Swimming or as the Assistant Coach at Mt. Vernon High School.
Meredith has 8 years of coaching experience with summer league swimming in Cary, NC
and Helena, AR. She grew up swimming for the YMCA of the Triangle Area in Raleigh, NC
and swam all four years at Washington and Lee. She is currently pursuing a degree in
Physical Therapy and looking forward to spending the summer with our Dolphins.
If you are interested in joining our team, I encourage you to join us Saturday, May 19 at
6:00 pm in the clubhouse for our Kickoff Banquet. It is a potluck, so bring a dish to share
and you can chat with team members and see first hand how much fun we have together.
Please email me at sacatron@verizon.net, or for more information or checkout our team
website at http://www.teamunify.com/Home.jsp?team=rec dccl mvyc
www.mvyc.net
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Boatin’ Notes
Did you Know BoatUS has a You Tube Channel:
With springtime’s arrival, many boaters are getting help with a variety of how-to and
other boating topics by watching BoatUS videos at YouTube.com/BoatUS. The most
popular video, “How to Trim Your Boat,” has nearly 600,000 views and makes this critical
boat-handling skill easy to understand.
Most of the 100-plus videos on the channel
are produced by the editors of BoatUS
Magazine and cover a range of practical
topics, all designed to make a boater’s life
better. “Topics include how-to,
maintenance, boat handling, buyers guides,
fishing, and more. Each one offers
something useful, whether you’re new to
boating or have been on the water for years.”
Some of the more popular topics just in time for the start of the boating season include,
“How to Repair Gelcoat,” “Spring Launch Checklist,” “Beaching Your Boat So You Can
Leave Again,” “How To Navigate Using a Smartphone,” and “How To Back Into a Slip.”
Visit YouTube.com/BoatUS and click “subscribe” to receive notifications when new
BoatUS videos are posted.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Thu
2

Fri
3

Membership
Meeting

6

7

8

9

10

Sat
4

Cinco de
Mayo TGIF

11

14

15

16

17

18

19
Swim Team
Kickoff
Banquet

25

26
Memorial Day
Raft Up

Coast Guard
Auxiliary
Flotilla 25-08

20
Brunch Cruise
@ ODBC

21
Board
Meeting

22

23

24

27

28

29

30

31

Memorial Day
Pool Party

www.mvyc.net

12
Mother
Daughter Tea

Commissioning
Day

13

5

Dolphin’s
Afternoon
Practices
Begin
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Club rental dates highlighted
in yellow. Please be mindful of
entering/leaving the
clubhouse on these dates.

May 2018

Virginia Boating Education Requirements:
Anyone under the age of 14 years may not
legally operate a personal watercraft (PWC).
Anyone between the ages of 14 and 15 years
may operate a PWC only if he or she has
successfully completed an approved boater
safety course. Everyone must have the
Virginia Boater Education Card to operate a
PWC or to operate a vessel powered by a
motor of 10 or more horsepower.
Life Jacket Use
WTOP has reported four boating fatalities on
the Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries during the month of April. Two of the fatalities were
on the Potomac just to the south of Tim’s. The boats involved included a kayak, a large
cruiser, and a fishing boat. The one thing all the incidents had in common was the failure
to be using life jackets. There's no excuse not to wear a life jacket on the water!
A reminder of the rules for operation when Children are aboard: no person may operate a
recreational vessel underway on federal waters with any child under 13 years old on board
unless each such child is either: 1) wearing an appropriate approved PFD or… 2) riding
below decks or in an enclosed cabin.

June 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. Please be mindful of
entering/leaving the clubhouse on these dates.

3

4

5

2

Luau TGIF

6

7
Membership
Meeting

8

9

PRYCA SKO @ Cobb Isl.

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

Coast Guard
Auxiliary
Flotilla 25-08

Board
Meeting
24

www.mvyc.net

Sat

25

26

27

The Beacon – pg 7

28

New Member
Party
29

30
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Thank You, Cody!
Here’s a big thank you to Julian and Janet Fincher’s son, Cody, for cleaning up and
restacking the wood pile at the point in time for Commissioning Day!

BEFORE

DURING

AFTER

Sail Fleet News – From the Weather Rail
The MVYC Sail Fleet promotes the sport of sailing and organizes sailing activities among
interested club members. The primary activity over the years has been sailboat racing.
MVYC club racing is geared towards casual sailboat racing and is great for sailors of all
abilities. This is a great opportunity for beginners to learn about racing and improve their
skills. Safety, fun, and camaraderie are the guiding principles while we enjoy improving
our sailing skills and competing.
The season starts with the first race of the Spring Race Series in May after Commissioning
day. The Fall Race Series begins following the Labor Day weekend. The spring and fall
series races are conducted on Sunday afternoons with start times which are established
based on the tides. Skippers frequently have room for extra crew and are happy to
accommodate club members. Bring your hat, sunblock, a snack, and water. The boats
typically leave the dock 30 minutes before the start time and are out for about 3 to 4 hours
depending on tides and conditions. MVYC member sailors without boats who are interested
in crewing can contact the Sail Fleet Captain.
The sailing schedule isn't complete without the perennial favorites: the Craney Island Race
and the Leary Single Handed Race. The Craney Island Race is a fun event starting in the
evening as the sun sets with a course the takes sailors from Dogue Creek around Craney
Island and back. Skippers with good basic skills who haven’t discovered the pleasure of
sailing at night may consider participating in the Craney when there are other boats
nearby. The Leary Memorial Single Handed Race brings out the competitive juices and
challenges the skills of more experienced skippers who compete without crew to help them
perform the various often simultaneous tasks necessary to keep their sailboats moving
safely and efficiently around the race course. During the hot days of summer and late days
of autumn, impromptu racing occurs when conditions permit.
Watch for a soon to be distributed survey of club members regarding interest in sailing
activities including whether there is an interest in a junior sailing program.
www.mvyc.net
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Power Fleet News
The Brunch Cruise this year will be going to Old Dominion Boat Club
on May 20th. We will be cutting lines around 10:00am and be eating
by 11:30am. The cost is ONLY $20 per person. If you haven’t been on
one of our brunch cruises before please think about doing it this year. Power Fleet Captain
Mike Holland
It is a wonderful opportunity to hop on a boat, cruise up the river and
enjoy a nice brunch with your fellow club members. You do not have
to have a boat to join, just sign up! More information will follow, so keep an eye on your
email.
*Date Change* Please note that the MVYC Summer Cruise will be heading to Dennis Point
Marina Friday August 17th – 19th. There are a limited amount of 50amp slips, so those with
bigger boat please let me know if you are planning on going soonest. For those with 20 and
30 amp needs, we should be fine. In an attempt to keep us all close to each other in the
marina, Dennis Point management has requested a boat count as soon as we can provide
one. So please let me know if you plan to join us as soon as possible, so the marina can
start planning for our arrival. Riverside Bistro restaurant knows we’re coming and will be
ready! More info to come out as August draws near.

April at MVYC

www.mvyc.net
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SAVE THE DATE…June 23, 2018
Shine	
  up	
  those	
   Cowboy

Boots and	
  Dancin’ Shoes
Come	
  Welcome	
  MVYC’s	
  New	
  Members
at

Footloose and	
  Smokin’
By	
  the	
   Pool

Saturday, June 23, 2018
6pm-Midnight
Rock	
  the	
  Night	
  Away
With	
  The Fringe Benefits Band
Learn	
  the	
  Texas Two-Step and	
  show	
  off	
  your best	
  moves
Live	
  Music…Catered	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  …	
  Specialty	
  Libations
*Non-‐member	
   guests	
  are	
  welcome	
   *
Stay	
  tuned	
  for	
  more	
  details

Upcoming MVYC Meetings
Please mark your calendars for these MVYC meetings, in the
Clubhouse.
Membership meetings:
• Thursday, May 3 at 8:00
• Thursday, Jun 7 at 8:00
• Thursday, Jul 5 at 8:00
www.mvyc.net
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Board meetings:
• Monday, May 21 at 7:30
• Moday, Jun 18 at 7:30
• Monday, Jul 16 at 7:30
May 2018
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