
Happy St. Patrick’s Day

You may have noticed a few changes
to your Beacon last month.  It is
now under new management – the
most excellent team of Lindsey
Groark and Peyton Diotalevi.
They join a prestigious group of
editors who span 60+ years of our club’s Beacons. 

Even though Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow, the last 
two weeks of February would beg to differ…  Our 70 degree 
days brought us the sweet taste of what will come: boating 
and pool season!  

We enjoyed some terrific MVYC traditional events:  the 
Super Bowl party, Wine Fleet’s Valentine’s Day TGIF, 
Overland Cruising to the Electric Palm, and Mardi Gras 
TGIF. Coming up, we have a great event to look forward to.  
We will follow a long-held boater tradition, the Sock 
Burning, on March 18.  And don’t forget about the sign 
that brings springs arrival: daylight savings, on March 12. 

Finally, please don’t forget to mark your calendars for 
Sunday, May 7, and plan to join us as our club celebrates 
its annual “Commissioning Day and Blessing of the 
Fleets” ceremony. Passed down through generations of 
sailors and navies around the world, the centuries-old 
ceremony is intended to safeguard crews and ships from 
the danger of the seas through a traditional blessing given 
by a clergyman at the water’s edge. Our ceremony is brief 
and highlighted by a performance by the United States 
Coast Guard Ceremonial Honor Guard Silent Drill Team. I 
hope to see you all there as we usher in another wonderful 
boating season while enjoying lunch and refreshments as 
well as the amazing views of our Potomac River.

Bosun’s Whistle

Commodore
Alexi Stavropoulous
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Please join us in welcoming new members:
Kevin Facklam & Danny Lewandowski

Danny and Kevin joined MVYC and bought a boat all in the 
same week – so they are all set for a fun-filled boating 
season.  As new boat owners, Kevin and Danny have 
expressed interest in hearing any tips and guidance from 
fellow power boaters.  Kevin grew up on a large freshwater 
island on the Niagara River (Grand Island, NY).  Danny hails 
from South Bend, Indiana, and his family spent summers 
boating on Diamond Lake in Cassopolis, Michigan.  Kevin 
earned a B.S. in Environmental Science and Danny a B.S. in 
Tourism Management.  Both eventually moved to Chicago 
where they met, married and worked until their move to 
Northern Virginia in 2013.

Currently, Kevin works for SICPA Securink Corporation 
where he is Director of Regulatory Affairs and Danny is a 
Sales Executive and Logistics Manager for a Student Tour 
Operator – and he has conceded that we can hold him 
responsible for a vast number of the motor coaches that line 
up on Mount Vernon Memorial Highway in the spring!  
Kevin and Danny are very active in Operation Paws for 
Home, an all-breed rescue organization, where their 
activities include fostering dogs, volunteer transportation 
for vet appointments and fundraising.  They have two dogs 
of their own, Louie XIX and Hildegarde.  They are also 
members of the Potomac Appalachian Trail Club.

Membership News

Membership Director
Teresa Dyer

2017 MVYC 
Membership
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Welcome to the Club, Danny & Kevin!

We just finished 
updating our MVYC 
Membership Brochure 
and Application.  

Please check out the 
brochure on the website 
under About Us/ 
Membership.  

Please invite your 
friends and neighbors 
to join the club and feel 
free to contact me at 
membership@mvyc.net
or my cell (571) 278-
5920.  

I would be happy to 
meet with any 
prospective members, 
give them a tour of the 
club and invite them to 
join an upcoming event.
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Pool News
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I am proud to announce that our off-season project to renovate
the pool office is complete! 

As you can see from the before-and-after photos, the office 
was overdue for a makeover. The "desk" was an accident 
waiting to happen. The cabinets were literally falling apart, 
and the floor paint was peeling. The decorating theme seemed 
to be "Modern Third-World Post-Earthquake." Even after 
volunteers freshened up the paint last year, it was not a place 
capable of inspiring professional behavior from our lifeguards.

Our goal was to bring the room up to professional workplace 
standards, and to do it using volunteer labor to control 
costs. We started by gutting the room and renting a floor 
grinder to sand off the old paint and 30-year-old carpet 
glue. Then we built three permanent storage closets -- two of 
which have locking doors for Swim Team supplies. We added 
all-new cabinets, open cubbies so the lifeguards can store their 
belongings off the floor, and brand-new countertops. With 
fresh paint everywhere, including a durable non-slip floor 
coating, the office is now ready for many years of service.

I'd like to thank master painter Jim Gordon for helping make it 
all come together. Every time I work with Jim, I learn 
something new about painting. Mitchell Mutnick, Rich Allen 
and Matt Flesch volunteered their labor and tools in support of 
the cause. I also want to thank Jim Fahey, Traci Newcomb and 
Swim Team Director Sherry Catron for guiding me during the 
design stage. They came up with some fantastic suggestions to 
make the design more functional. 

More off-season upgrades are in the planning stage, so
stay tuned!

Pool Director
Chris Ruckman

AF
TE

R
BEFORE
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I just want to say a big “Thank 
You” to the team that put together 
the 2017 Frostbite Picnic on 
January 21st: Matt and Jes Flesch, 
Gene and Peyton Diotalevi, Alexi 
Stavropoulos, Steve Wallace, 
Bonnie Breneman, Mike Holland 
and Jim Gordon. 

The weather was perfect and we 
had about 90 attendees that 
feasted on Hot Pit Beef 
sandwiches, incredible Chicken 
soup, and excellent macaroni 
salad, including deserts, mulled 
wine, beer and soft drinks. It was 
one of the smoothest events I have 
had the pleasure of being part of, 
so thanks again, and I apologize if 
left anyone off the list.

Frostbite: Jerry’s Pit Beef Recipe
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Jerry’s Frostbite-Worthy Pit Beef
You no longer have to wait for Frostbite to bask in the deliciousness that
is Jerry’s Frostbite Pit Beef.

Recipe courtesy of Jerry Gray

INGREDIENTS
• 3-5 lbs Top or Bottom Round Beef

The Rub:
• 2 tsp seasoned salt
• 1 tsp sweet paprika
• 1 tsp garlic powder
• 1 tsp dried oregano
• ½ tsp black pepper

Horseradish Sauce
• 1 cup mayonnaise
• ½ cup prepared white horseradish (or to taste)
• 2 tsp fresh lemon juice
• Salt and black pepper to taste

The Sandwich
• Kaiser rolls or slices of rye bread
• 1 sweet white onion, sliced thin
• 2 ripe tomatoes, sliced thin (optional)
• Iceberg lettuce (optional).

DIRECTIONS
Season the beef with the rub 24-48 hours in 
advance, wrap the beef in plastic wrap and place in 
the refrigerator.

Cook the beef at high temperature (350 - 400 
degrees, charcoal or gas) until the internal 
temperature reaches 140 degrees. 

Let the meat rest for 15 minutes, then thinly slice 
against the grain.

For the Sandwich:
Place thinly sliced hot beef on kaiser rolls or slices 
of rye bread. Top with sweet white onion, ripe 
tomatoes (optional) and iceberg lettuce (optional)

By: Club Member
Jerry Gray
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A group of fifteen women, 
including the four MVYC 
members in the picture, 
recently travelled to the Winery 
at Bull Run just west of 
Centreville on a Monday 
afternoon for Pairings with Girl 
Scout Cookies—a wine tasting 
of five different wines paired 
with five different Girl Scout 
Cookies.  A fun time, a beautiful 
setting—outdoors would have 
been great fun on a pleasant 
day. On this blustery day, we 
opted for indoors with boxed 
lunches from Amphora after 
the tasting—a pleasant 
afternoon with some new and 
some “old” friends.

15950 Lee Highway 
Centreville, VA 20120

www.wineryatbullrun.com 

MVYC Club Members Chris 
O’Keefe, Susan Schultz, Judy 

McCarthy, and Bonnie Breneman
enjoy great wine and company at 

the Winery at Bull Run.

Wine Fleet News

The Wine Fleet welcomed a wonderful crowd to the
fifth annual Valentine’s Day TGIF on Friday, February 
10. Many guests enjoyed fresh oysters expertly 
shucked by Rob “Suds” Sudhoff with a glass of wine 
or champagne to start off the evening. 

The wine choices varied from sparkling to 
chardonnays to pinot noirs, cabernets and 
blends. The inviting setting included soft music and 
candlelit tables. Lori Wallace’s kissing booth added a 
whimsical touch to the evening’s
festivities. The bountiful dinner buffet was topped 
off by special delights on the dessert table including 
Cathy Stott’s rich and chocolaty bombe! 

Thank you to our volunteers who helped with 
everything from set-up to decorating to shucking to 
music and clean-up: Rob and Linda Sudhoff, John and 
Joanne Binette, Lori Wallace, Valerie Carney, Diane 
Davis, Jim Walton, Lauren and Chris Bazel, Dan 
O’Keefe, Michael and Jayne 
Prescott.

Wine Fleet Director
Jayne Prescott
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Social News

Social Director
Monika Ortiz
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4

Membership 
Meeting

Family TGIF 
(Host Needed)

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
TGIF

(Host Needed) Club Rental

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
TGIF

(Host Needed)
Sock 

Burning
19 20 21 22 23 24 25

MVYC Board 
Meeting

TGIF
(Host Needed)

26 27 28 29 30 31

Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. 
Please be mindful of entering/leaving the 
clubhouse on these dates.

All you need is love. But a little chocolate now and then doesn't hurt.
- Charles M. Schulz

The Social Committee wants to say "Thank You" to all the individuals
and families who volunteer their time and energy to make all the club
events a true joy.

Super Bowl LI proved to be an epic game and a great time was had by all. 83 people 
attended the event at the club. Not only did John Binette's beloved team win, he also 
pulled Tom Brady's name in the MVP game. Bill Gard, Steve Wallace, Jerry Gray, and Jim 
Gordon also got lucky in the squares game. Sherry Catron was the winner of the 50/50 
game, and she generously donated her winnings to the swim team. Pop quiz: what's the 
worst that could happen when you're on the verge of feeding 83 hungry sports fans? The 
club’s grill doesn't work! A special thanks to Diane Wilson and Matt Flesch who quickly 
came up with an alternative plan, cooked the burgers and dogs on Diane's grill at home, 
and ran the food back and forth to the club.  Also thanks to Jes Flesch for her delicious mac 
and cheese, and to the Diotalevis for also volunteering for the event.

The Prescotts and Wine Fleet treated us to the annual
Valentine’s Day TGIF, with Lori Wallace tending the
Kissing photo booth. Big thanks to Linda and Robert
“Suds” Sudhoff for the great job on the oysters!  Don’t
forget that TGIFs continue every Friday night.  If it has
been a while since you have hosted a TGIF, and would
like to do so, please give Monika a call or email
social@mvyc.net so she can schedule you. 

Mark your calendars for this
year’s big events!

April 30: BRUNCH CRUISE
May 7: MVYC COMMISSIONING DAY

May 13: MOTHER’S DAY TEA
June 24: NEW MEMBERS PARTY
September 23: OCTOBERFEST

March 2017



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
PRYCA 

Commodore’s 
Dinner

Membership 
Meeting

Red Solo 
Cup 
TGIF

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Board Meeting Boat Safety 
Inspections

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30
Power Fleet 

Brunch 
Cruise
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Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. Please 
be mindful of entering/leaving the clubhouse 
on these dates.

April 2017
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I’d like to thank all of those who attended our annual
Power Fleet planning meeting on January 5th. We now
have a Point of Contact (POC) for each of our Power Fleet
events for this year. This does not mean we don’t need
help, we do. Each event, big and small, has a level of effort
that always requires at least two and usually many more
volunteers to make the event successful. So, please visit the Power Fleet page at 
http://mvyc.net/committees/Power-fleet on the club’s website, look at our events and 
pick one or two you find interesting and volunteer! Feel free to contact the POC or me at 
powerfleet@mvyc.net for more information. 

The first Power Fleet event of 2017 was “FROSTBITE”! Well OK, it didn’t really live up to 
its name this year. Those who have enjoyed the mid-January breezes down on the point 
during past Frostbites appreciated the mild temperatures we had this year. We also 
enjoyed Baltimore Pit Beef, personally cooked by Grillmaster Jerry Gray, homemade hot 
chicken soup by “I’m anything but a Soup Nazi” Jess Flesch and Macaroni Salad by 
MVYC’s own Italian Noodle-master Gene Diotalevi and his wife Peyton.

The Super bowl party that featured freshly grilled hotdogs, hamburgers and a really tasty 
mac and cheese casserole was a big “hit” this year. Special thanks to Gene Diotalevi and 
Jes Flesch for the food, Bill Benz for the managing the gaming and Bonnie Breneman for 
all that she does! Oh and yes The Patriots won again!

Power Fleet’s Overland Cruise on February 18 was also a great success, with about 50 
people participating (see photo below).  We had plenty of “Land Yachts” (and a few 
motorcyles, thanks to the glorious weather) turn up at the Electric Palm Restaurant. We 
presented the Electric Palm’s owner Cody Thomas with an MVYC burgee as a thank you.  
Thanks to Lori Wallace for coordinating the event.  As always, please keep an eye out for 
emails from MVYCnews@mvyc.net for details about future Power Fleet events.

Power Fleet News

Power Fleet Captain
Mike Holland
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In Case You Missed It
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MVYC members enjoyed time together last month ….

What better way to show you’re ready 
for the warm weather to stay around 
than with some new MVYC gear? 

Ships Store will be open at the next 
membership meeting.

Visit the Ships Store
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1997 Cruisers Yacht 3575 Esprit: 
family owned for 17 years, runs 

great & well maintained. Twin 7.4L 
mercruisers, 310hp each. Low hours. 

Minor tlc required. Presently 
winterized in slip at the club.

MVYC Meetings:
Please mark your calendars for these MVYC meetings, in the 
Clubhouse.

Membership meetings:

Thursday, March 2 at 8:00
Thursday, April 6 at 8:00
Thursday, May 4 at 8:00

Board meetings:

Monday, March 20 at 7:30
Monday, April 17 at 7:30
Monday, May 15 at 7:30
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We invite MVYC members to submit articles, 
photos, and paid advertisements by the 15th of 
each month to Beacon@mvyc.net

The Mount Vernon Yacht Club Beacon Team
Commodore:
Alexi Stavropoulos

Beacon Editors:
Peyton Diotalevi
Lindsey Groark

Online Gallery 
Photographer:
Russell Poe

Cover Artwork: 
Dan Cannavaro

Circulation: 
Delong 
Lithographics

Call for Beacon Input!

Published monthly by The Mount Vernon Yacht Club
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