
Summer will officially be upon us in a
few weeks. At MVYC, summer kicks off
on Memorial Day weekend. Though
the forecast for the weekend was
not what we all would have
preferred the threats of showers
and cool temperatures did not stop many members from 
getting out. 

After hours of hard work by many volunteers lead by Chris 
Ruckman, the pool is now open. The cool temperature 
leading up to the opening did not stop the brave souls 
from taking the plunge. The season kicked off with Ella 
Snyders (Diotalevi), Grace Kelly, Madison Beggan, Kaelan 
Beggan, Natalie Beggan, Kennedy Beggan, Berkleigh
Beggan and Chris Ruckman. They all lined up at the deep 
end and did a group plunge.  Within a matter of seconds, 
they were all out of the pool.  Video of the first jump is 
available here:  http://mvyc.net/wp-
content/uploads/IMG_4107.MOV.mov.  They then warmed 
up poolside with ice-cream. When you have a moment, 
make a point to stop by, see the improvements in the pool 
bathrooms, and lifeguard office. 

Aside from the pool, we had the Memorial Day raft-up in 
Pohick Bay. Like the pool, the river was also on the chilly 
side and the forecast kept many of us from heading out. A 
sketchy forecast and dead batteries did not stop our Power 
Fleet Captain Mike Holland from getting out. 
Several boats made it to the raft- up and
from what I understand, they had a great
afternoon. I did not hear of any brave
souls testing the waters at the raft-up,
but the summer has just begun and
there will be many more raft ups to come.
(Continued on page 2)
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I want to send a big thank you to all of the volunteers 
who worked in the Ships Store on Commissioning 
Day!  Thank you to Bonnie Breneman, Traci Newcomb 
& Jim Fahey, Sherry Catron, Lisa Franklin, and Nicole 
Mahon.  Also, thank you to the awesome kids who did 
all the leg work and advertising.

The next time you’re in the Club house, please 
check out our merchandise in the new Ships Store 
display downstairs!

Ships Store

Our Dolphins got together, fired up the pool grill and sold goodies to families at the pool. 
I hope you will come out and support our swim team. The meet schedule is posted on the 
website.  

At the beginning of May we had our Commissioning Day / Blessing of the fleet. Susan 
Schultz, along with her committee, put together this wonderful event and even though 
we had a threat of weather, we had a huge turnout. As a result of the weather threat, we 
changed things up this year. We had the main ceremony at the point then we all worked 
our way up to the club for a BBQ. This worked out well as we were able to showcase our 
entire facility to our guest and potential new members. I would like to thank Susan and 
her entire crew for their hard work. 

The Ships Store was also a big hit at Commissioning Day!  I would like to thank Janet’s 
volunteers for running the Ships Store in her absence.  Speaking of the Ships Store, when 
you have a chance, visit the new Ships Store closet/showcase that our volunteers built to 
display and sell MVYC garb.  It’s located on the lower level of the clubhouse between the 
men and women’s rest rooms. 

With all the activities going on at the club this summer, we should all take a moment to 
remind ourselves of pool rules, marina rules and clubhouse rules, which are located on 
the club web site. We have several club rentals this summer. If there are signs posted, 
rental or private party, do not use the side stairs and walk through the clubhouse, respect 
the member who rented the club and use the side door for access to the pool or crow’s 
nest. 

Our New Members Party is coming on Saturday, June 24. We have many new members to 
welcome and our host, Gale Curcio, and her committee are putting together a heck of 
party. Come on out for a fun night at the club and join me in welcoming all of our new 
members. 

Whether you are at the club, on the river or away with your family on a vacation, I hope 
everyone has a safe and fun summer.

Bosun’s Whistle (Continued from cover page)
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By: Janet Fincher
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School is out for the summer. The weather is beautiful. The dominant 
thought in your head is: “What am I going to do for my summer
vacation?” Well, if faraway travels are not in the cards, look no
further than our own MVYC for your perfect staycation destination.

Thanks to Past Commodore Chris Ruckman and the pool committee, the swimming pool 
looks both invigorating and relaxing. Pull up a chaise lounge, lather on the sunscreen and 
enjoy! Pool hours are posted on the website (www.mvyc.net).  When you need a break 
from the sun, respite can be found inside the clubhouse. Just remember a few simple rules 
to keep us safe and secure: 

• Only adult club members are permitted inside the house and you must use your 
keycard/fob to enter.  Sorry, using the stairs by the pool and going in from the deck is 
not allowed.

• No wet bathing suits in the house, please. 
• All minors in the house must be accompanied by an adult.
• Please make sure lights are out, TVs are off, and doors are locked when you leave.
• The beer locker MUST be locked after you have retrieved -- and deposited $1 for each 

refreshing beverage. 

As you claim your real estate by the pool also take a moment to introduce yourself to fellow 
staycationers you may not know. Our Membership Committee, under the leadership of 
Director Teresa Dyer, has brought in some wonderful New Member families over the past 
months.  If you don’t have a chance to meet them poolside or dockside, you can also plan 
to spend great quality time getting to know those newbies on Saturday, June 24 at our 
annual New Members’ Party. Details will be sent by email so keep an eye out and be sure 
you attend this staycation “On the Boardwalk” celebration.

Whether you are a swimmer, sun worshipper, boater, or just a lover of the fantastic view 
from the Point, there is a lot to enjoy at MVYC this summer and no better staycation 
destination!  

MVYC – The Perfect Staycation 
Destination

Vice Commodore
Lauren Bazel
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Ain’t no cure for the summertime blues?  

Clearly Eddie Cochran was never a member of MVYC. I know a great way to avoid those 
summertime blues - come down to the club and hang out in the marina!  Even if you don’t 
have a boat, you can still come down and mingle with friends. There is always activity and 
folks are often just milling about.  

If you own a boat and have a slip, bring your friends down. Get out there and meet your slip 
neighbors. Get to know one another. Hang out, have a blast, and make the most of the 
summer. Better yet, throw a dock party. You don’t need a reason. Just spread the word.  
Our members have shown they love a good party and will find any excuse to get together. I 
suspect you’ll end up attracting slip holders from other docks who are curious about the 
revelry and want to join the fun. 

We also have the point and pool which are equally great places to enjoy and fishing is great 
all around the marina. And of course, you can always head out on your boat. All in all, the 
club offers a great many ways to spend your summertime with family and friends. Take 
advantage of all it has to offer and have the best summer ever.

Marina News By: John Binette
Marina Director

Come and get it!  

The Ships Store display closet
is open for business. If you
have a chance, come down
and check out the great
merchandise that Janet
Fincher is offering to promote MVYC. 

A special thanks to Janet and her great ideas on 
how to best utilize the space in the new closet…it 
looks awesome. The House is in good working 
order as we approach the official start of my 
boating season, Memorial Day! I look forward to 
seeing everyone over the long weekend and the 
Memorial Day raft up.  

House News

House Director
Woody Evans
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2017 Pool Schedule Mon-Thu Fri Sat Sun

May 30 to June 23
(School in session)

2PM-8PM 2PM-9PM 11AM-9PM 11AM-8PM

June 24 to August 26
(Summer hours)

Daily 11AM-9PM
(June 24 only:  11AM-3PM)

August 27 to 
September 1

(School in session)
2PM-8PM 2PM-9PM 11AM-8PM

September 2-4 
(Labor Day Weekend)

Monday 
only:

11AM-8PM 
11AM-9PM 11AM-8PM

September 5-10
(Extended week)

4PM-8PM 4PM-8PM Noon-5PM
Noon-

5PM

Pool News
Summer has not arrived ... or has it?
You have a nice suntan because you
Spent Memorial Day Weekend
relaxing by the pool. You did not
actually swim, of course, because
that cold water would have made you shiver like a 
mobster in a tax office. But you watched and cringed as a 
few brave souls took the icy plunge, and that means 
summer will be here soon. 

Our beautiful new pool bathrooms were made possible by 
volunteers too numerous to recount here. I've thanked 
them until they are sick of it. However, if you see Bear 
Baker, Jim Gordon or Diane Wilson, they deserve special 
recognition for their efforts.

And then there's the pool itself, which fitfully resisted 
waking up from its long winter nap. First, we had to plug 
the cracked main drain pipe. Then, when we filled the 
pool, it started leaking like a lobster pot after a knife 
fight. Finally, after patching the cracks and doctoring 
some issues with the pump, we ended up with a pool that 
will be safe, healthy and comfortable for another year.

Until June 23, while school is still in session, the pool will 
open at 2PM (11AM on Saturday and Sunday). We close at 
8PM (9PM on Friday and Saturday). On June 24, we close 
early for the New Members Party. Then we move to 
standard summer hours: 11AM to 9 PM daily.
When you meet our lifeguards and other pool staffers, let 
them know you appreciate them! They are professionals 
who could literally save your life, and we count on them 
to keep the pool safe for everyone. I hope to see you soon 
at the pool!

Pool Director
Chris Ruckman

As the weather gets
warmer it is
important to
remember the
safety of our
children on the grounds. 

Please remember that 
children under 12 are required 
to be supervised at all times. 
Older children are allowed on 
the property but the parents 
are responsible for their 
actions.  They are expected be 
respectful of all members and 
the club property.

Members may not give access 
to the grounds to non-
members without being 
present with their guests. 
They are responsible for the 
behavior and actions of those 
guests. We look forward to a 
fun summer and hope all 
remember that it takes all of 
us to make MVYC a fun place.

As usual, if you have any 
issues with the grounds 
please contact me at 
grounds@mvyc.net.

Grounds 
News

Grounds 
Director
Mitchell 
Mutnick



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3
“A” Dock 

TGIF
(Family Friendly!)

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
TGIF

(Host Needed)

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
TGIF

(Host Needed) Swim Meet

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Board 
Meeting

TGIF
(Host Needed)

Swim Meet &
New Members 

Party

25 26 27 28 29 30

TGIF
(Host Needed)
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Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. Please be mindful 
of entering/leaving the clubhouse on these dates.

Social News

Social Director
Monika Ortiz

People don't notice whether it's winter or summer when they're happy.
- Anton Chekhov

Cinco De Mayo was well attended and Muy Bueno! Our Commissioning
day has come and gone, thanks to Susan Schultz and her crew it was a
great success! Once again Pam Beggan and friends provided our ladies
a tribute fit for royalty at the annual Mother’s Day tea. We were also
treated to a “Bike to Work” TGIF, “my legs still hurt”. We have one official event in June -
the New Members party, live music provided by Tommy and the Bahamas. The theme is 
"On the Boardwalk" so bring your dancing flip flops!

We can't thank enough to all the volunteers that come together and make our events fun 
and memorable - THANK YOU ALL.

Alas, summer is upon us. This is the time of year the parties are on auto pilot. Poolside 
parties, Dock TGIF’s and other impromptu gatherings at the point are encouraged and 
welcomed! 

Let’s make it a summer to remember! 

June 9th - TGIF Host needed
June 16th - TGIF Host needed
June 24th - New Member Party, Hosted by Gale and Tom Curcio - HELP NEEDED - Please 
contact social or Gale directly.
June 30th - TGIF Host needed

*All events are subject to change, so watch the calendar closely*

June 2017



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
MVYC 

Parade of 
Lights

Softball & 
Pool Party

TGIF
(Host Needed)

9 10 11 12 13 14 15
TGIF

(Host Needed)

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Board 

Meeting
TGIF

(Host Needed)

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
TGIF

(Host Needed)

30 31
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Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. Please be mindful of entering/leaving the clubhouse 
on these dates.

SAVE THE DATE TO WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS TO THE MVYC FAMILY

This year’s theme is 
FUN AT THE 
BOARDWALK

June 24, 2017 AT 
6:30PM

We have 15 new member families to 
welcome. Enjoy good food, drink, games, 
prizes and live music played by Tommy and 
the Bahamas. 

TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE!
$30 per person 

Guests welcome & New Members are 
complimentary!

RSVP: events@mvyc.net
Attendance is confirmed when we receive check.
Deadline for reservations –Saturday, June 17

July 2017
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Welcome Aboard! Please join me in welcoming three new families
to the club. They are all very excited about joining and expanding their
social network. Please look for them at upcoming events and take
the time to introduce yourselves, especially at the New Members
Party on June 24.

Michael and Paulette Davis – Michael is a graduate of Mount Vernon
High School and Virginia Tech and Paulette grew up in northwestern
Pennsylvania and graduated from Clarion University. Both are
Human Resource professionals, Michael at the Federal Reserve Board
and Paulette at Gannett/USA Today. They live near Mount Vernon
High School and have four children, Griffin, Trent, Henry and Nelle,
who are looking forward to using the pool this summer.

Heather Feaster and EJ Stone – Heather and EJ have been to several
of our club events as guests and are already talking about ideas for
the committees they plan to serve on. Heather grew up on the Jersey
Shore and has been a member of Island Heights Yacht Club. She is a
Human Resources Business Partner at Conservation International.
EJ grew up in central Pennsylvania and moved to northern Virginia
about 5 years ago when he switched from NCAA Division II Football
Coaching and became a real estate agent at Coldwell Banker in Old
Town. Heather and EJ live in Hybla Valley and have three children,
Grace, Ryan and Shane and a lively 3 year old black lab.

Bob and Maureen Kuletz – Bob and Maureen are residents of
Stratford Landing and have both been extremely active members of
the Mount Vernon community, serving on boards and volunteering
for numerous organizations including, but not limited to, Good
Shepherd Housing, Campagna Center, United Community Ministries (UCM), and 
Northern Virginia Brain Injury Services.  Bob is a realtor with Keller Williams Realty in 
Old Town and Maureen is a professor at The George Washington University’s Graduate 
School of Education and Human Development.  Her focus is working with persons with 
disabilities towards integration into the community.  They have two grown children and 
recently welcomed twin granddaughters.

New Applicants:  Four new applications
have been posted at the clubhouse. 

Members are encouraged to review these
applications. Any comments should be
forwarded to me at 
membership@mvyc.net.

I would like to thank everyone from the
Membership Committee who participated
in these new member interviews and I will
be reaching out to more of you in the next
couple weeks for upcoming interviews.

Membership News

Membership Director
Teresa Dyer

New MVYC Applicants
Bob and Mary Scoen
• Residents of Yacht Haven
• Endorsed by Russell Poe and Gail Richmond

David Donock
• Endorsed by Bill Gard and Mike Holland

John and Gayle Wood
• Endorsed by Suzanne Floyd and Joan Knetemann

Rex Winter and Linci Nunez
• Residents of Yacht Haven
• Endorsed by Linda Rupp and Jim Robinson
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Looking for something fun to do outdoors this summer?  Consider Fairfax County Parks 
Performances: http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/performances/downloads/summer-
entertainmentinsert.pdf

Summer concerts are an American tradition. In the not-so-distant past, towns and villages 
across the nation boasted town bands and bandstands in the village square or the park at 
the center of town. Music was a catalyst, drawing young and old alike to come together as a 
community. Outdoors, in the long twilight of warm summer nights, the concerts marked a 
time to relax, share a picnic supper and catch up with friends and neighbors.

The Park Authority has adopted this summer staple from small-town America to 
orchestrate a renewed sense of community in Fairfax County. The lineup for the Park 
Authority includes a wide array of performances from classical to bluegrass and everything 
in between as well as children’s performances, music and dance from around the world 
and drive-in movies.

The free performances and movies are possible thanks to a strong partnership between 
government and business to benefit the people they serve and are fully funded through 
private donations which pay for the technical support and performers fees. All other 
activities are implemented by the Friends Group combined of citizen volunteers who 
support the park and its programs.

Fairfax County Parks Performances

Every year the Power Fleet has its regularly planned events like Memorial
Day and Labor Day raft-ups, overnight cruise and so on. Now we are looking
for some new fun ideas to mix things up a little bit.

If you have an idea for a new raft-up location or motoring opportunity or
another other creative idea that you feel will stir interest, please send an
email to Powerfleet@mvyc.net.

The Hot Fun Cruise port of call this year will be Dennis Point marina located off of the St. 
Mary’s river in Maryland. The dates will be August 18-20th. If you are planning on joining 
us, please send an email, (including name, length and beam of boat) to 
Powerfleet@mvyc.net. We are trying to get a count for the marina so they can put us all 
together as a group. Thanks in advance!

Power Fleet News

Power Fleet
Captain

Mike Holland



Mount Vernon Yacht Club
Commissioning Day and Blessing of the Fleets

May 7, 2017

Invocation 

O God, you prepared the world for humankind by dividing the waters from the dry land;
You gave us the skills to traverse the waves to draw food from their abundance of life;
You spared all species by teaching Noah to build the Ark of safety from the flood to come;
You opened a path through the waters to let your people cross from slavery in Egypt to 
freedom in the Promised Land;
You walked on the waters to deliver your friends from the dangers of wind and storm;
You multiplied fish to fill the nets of your disciples; and
the seventh and greatest of all your mercies:

You carried away our sin in the waters of baptism.

We ask your blessing upon all these boats and the good purposes they serve.
May those who enjoy them appreciate your handiwork in wind and sky and sea.
Spare them from danger with calm voyages and completed intentions, and

call them back to harbor, slip, and home with all joy. Amen.

The Rev. Ruth E. Correll
Assistant to the Rector 

Pohick Episcopal Church, Lorton, Virginia
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In Case You Missed It
MVYC members enjoyed time together last month ….



This Sunday, June 11 event from 
12pm- 4pm event should be tons of 
fun... fabulous art to buy (including 
art from MVYC's very own Terry 
Enright, and MVYC's Angie Gaydos' 
students).

Some fantastic vendors will also be 
present and BaconsBBQ.com food 
truck will be serving yummy BBQ, 
sides & sweets.

The whole event is near the club-
outdoors in the Sacramento Center 
Mall near McDonalds on Rte 1. Hope 
to see everyone there!
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MVYC Meetings:
Please mark your calendars for 
these MVYC meetings, in the 
Clubhouse.

Membership meetings: 
Meetings cancelled until 
September

Board meetings:
Monday, June 19 at 7:30
Monday, July 17 at 7:30
Monday, August 21 at 7:30
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We invite MVYC members to submit articles, 
photos, and paid advertisements by the 15th of 
each month to Beacon@mvyc.net
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