
Happy New Year! When I look back
at 2017, many things come to mind.
We had a very active year, from the
return of a few classic parties and
the addition of new point parties,
to an active pool season with 
Various Friday pool parties. 
We used our clubhouse for our
traditional parties, along with
birthday parties, graduations
and weddings. We welcomed new members, while some 
members moved on, and we also remember those who we 
have lost. We improved and updated the pool bathrooms 
and lifeguard office. We built a Ships’ Store closet, which 
allows us to showcase and keep MVYC apparel on hand. 
These and many other projects are due to you, our active 
membership and wonderful volunteers. 

There are many projects, repairs and improvements that 
we are capable of doing, and then there are those that we 
cannot do ourselves. We had a contractor replace the 
worn, unstable outer W finger piers. We also had a 
contractor replace an aged HVAC unit over the summer. To 
that end, at times we need to use outside resources for 
larger repairs and projects in order to maintain our 
wonderful facility. Unfortunately, towards the end of the 
pool season, we started to lose water in the pool again. 
Over the years we have been able to make repairs that 
enabled us keep the pool going. Moving forward, we have 
engaged with an engineer to investigate, perform some 
tests and provide us with a structural design to make the 
necessary repair. This repair should help give us time to 
build up our reserves. 

(Continued on page 2)
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Annual Membership Renewal
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Looking forward to 2018 and 
beyond, the Board met last 
month and worked hard on 
this year’s budget. 
Throughout the process, we 
kept in mind that we need to 
maintain our club, but that 
we also need to continue 
making necessary capital 
improvements each year and 
plan for greater capital 
improvements in the years 
to come. As we start 2018, 
our club is on solid financial 
ground. However, it is the 
Board's view that recent 
investments to the marina, 
the uncertainty of our pool 
and the need to plan 
responsibly for the future, 
will require us to move 
forward with a modest 
increase in dues and marina 
electrical fees. The January 
membership meeting is this 
Thursday, January 4. We do 
need a quorum in order to 
move forward and vote on 
the proposed budget. I hope 
to see many of you there. 

As the New Year begins at 
MVYC, it is time to plan this 
year’s events. Keep an eye 
out for emails from our 
various chairpersons and 
fleet captains. Attend the 
planning meetings and 
volunteer wherever you can, 
there is something for 
everyone at MVYC.
Here’s hoping for a mild 
winter and looking forward 
to another great year at 
MVYC. 

Bosun’s
Whistle

Cont. 
from

Page 1

Membership News
Happy New Year everyone! I am looking
forward to working with all of you again
This year as the Chairman of the MVYC
Membership Committee. We ended last
year with 220 members, and it would be
great to be able to report at the end of 2018
That we have reached our maximum number
of 230 members. To do that, I will need your help. So, 
please be sure to share information about our beautiful 
club with your friends and neighbors, and to really 
convince them, invite them to one of our events or a TGIF 
– once they see the club and meet our wonderful members,
they will want to join! Please let me know if there is 
anyone you would like me to contact and discuss 
membership.

Annual Dues
The letter with information and forms for Annual Dues, 
Slip Fees and Volunteers will again be emailed to the entire 
membership on January 27, 2018. For our members who do 
not receive email or do not have computers or printers, 
copies of the letter and the forms will be available on the 
shelf behind the bar on the main level of the club. Forms 
and checks are due by February 28.

New MVYC Applicant
Patrick & Lindsay Alexander of 9515 Mt. Vernon Landing 
were endorsed by Michael Dunn and Jennifer Henderson. 
Their application will be posted until January 16.

Membership
Director

Teresa Dyer

• Time to renew your MVYC membership and 
make your volunteer choices.

• All forms with payment must be received by February
28, 2018.

• Please be sure your personal information and boat
insurance and registration information are correct.

• Print, sign, and include all forms with your check and
don’t forget to check your math!

• Mail or place an envelope with your forms and checks
in the mailbox at the clubhouse:

4817 Tarpon Lane, Alexandria, VA 22309

Membership forms will be available, online, no later than January 26th.  A club wide email will be sent 
once forms are posted for your convenience.  
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Happy Holidays from the
House. With budget
discussions behind us, I
look forward to 2018 and
the progress it will bring. 

During the holiday celebrations,
if you see something that needs
attention, let me know. I look forward 
to the January Membership meeting and 
the opportunity to present the 2018 
budget.  Happy New Year!! 

House News

House Director
Woody Evans

Boaters’ Comments
Needed on the
Long Bridge
The District Department of Transportation
(DDOT), in coordination with the Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA), is
completing a comprehensive study for the
rehabilitation or replacement of the Long
Bridge over the Potomac River. The Long
Bridge is the railroad bridge east of and adjacent to the Roosevelt/14th Street Bridge. The 
existing bridge does not have adequate capacity to meet forecasted freight and passenger 
rail volumes. Many boaters know it as the low bridge, i.e. the first bridge you meet on your 
voyage to Three Sisters Island. Indeed, many boaters cannot take their vessel up to 
Georgetown/Three Sisters because the long bridge has such a low passing height. 

The issue that most PRYCA boaters should be concerned with is the height of the new 
bridge and ensuring pleasure boats can transit under the new bridge, even at high tide. The 
current bridge does not allow for many boats to transit under the bridge even at low tide. 
Simplifying, the options being considered (for more information visit 
(http://longbridgeproject.com) are A and B. Option A retains the current bridge but adds 
an additional bridge for the needed increased traffic. Option B will raise the current bridge 
to a minimum clearance of 25 feet above the water and expand its base to accommodate 
the additional tracks required for future needs. 

The PRYCA feels it is important that yacht clubs and boaters submit comments stating 
they want Option B and they want the new bridge to have a clearance high enough to allow 
for pleasure boats to pass at high tide. Comments can be submitted to 
info@longbridgeproject.com (see the comment option under the Public Involvement 
section) until January 16th.

By: Pat McCarthy, PRYCA Representative

Not much to report on the
Marina front this time of year.
Sub-freezing temperatures are
upon us and the bubblers are
working hard to keep the
ice down. 

If your boat is in a slip for the winter, please be 
sure to stop by the marina and check on it 
regularly, addressing any issues to keep all 
boats and docks safe and sound. 

Happy New Year and keep your fingers crossed 
for a short winter! 

Marina News

Marina Director
Brian Groark



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6
New Year’s 
Day BYOB

Membership 
Meeting

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
USCGA 
Training

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

Board 
Meeting

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

January 2018
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Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. Please be 
mindful of entering/leaving the clubhouse on these 
dates.

Santa Visits Mount Vernon Yacht Club
On a sunny Sunday afternoon during the annual 
MVYC Children’s Christmas Party, Santa chose his 
“Sleighboat” to visit more than 25 MVYC kids and 
their parents and celebrate with them at the club. 

After the kids partied with crafts, games and sweets, 
their wait came to an end when someone spotted 
Santa and his elves arriving at D dock with all his 
goodies. The rest of the afternoon was spent visiting 
with Santa and playing with their first gifts of the 
Season. Thanks to Jaime Rosado and his daughter 
Jessica for hosting and continuing this great MVYC 
tradition.



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3
Membership 

Meeting
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Board 

Meeting
25 26 27 28

February 2018

www.mvyc.net January 2018The Beacon – pg 5

Club rental dates highlighted in yellow. Please be 
mindful of entering/leaving the clubhouse on these 
dates.

Social News

Social Director
Rebecca 

Mebane-Williamson

I’m very excited to be taking over as Social Director and want to thank
Monika for her service the past two years. 

It has been a very busy holiday season. We started off with the Children’s
Holiday Party on Sunday, December 10. The children (and adults), 
enjoyed refreshments, and the children had a chance to make sock
snowmen. Santa and his Elves arrived by boat and then spent time
passing out gifts to the children. Thanks so much to Jaime Rosado and his daughter Jessica 
for hosting this year's party. 

On Saturday, December 16, it was the adults’ time for fun. Thanks to Gene & Peyton 
Diotalevi and their team for hosting a terrific event. Guests enjoyed numerous appetizers 
and desserts and delicious turkey, truffled mashed potatoes and salad. Mary Bowers and 
her band provided great music and a wonderful sing-along. A great time was had by all.

We continued the fun with an Ugly Sweater TGIF on December 22, hosted by Kim and Dale 
Andrade and a celebration of December Birthdays and Anniversaries at the TGIF on 
December 29, hosted by the Bazels and Dellingers. 

We will be starting off the New Year on Monday, Jan 1 with the New Year’s Day BYOB 
Potluck Brunch hosted by Trish and Terry Enright. 

I look forward to continuing with the MVYC tradition of great social events and maybe 
adding a few new ones. I’m always open to hearing new ideas and look forward to planning 
some great social events with club members this year. 
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Adult Holiday Party Thank You! By: Peyton Diotalevi

The MVYC Adult Holiday Party is always a good time, 
but we had a huge turnout for this year’s party. It 
would not have been possible to entertain and feed 
over 120 people without the help of quite a few 
folks. Gene and I, along with Jim Borches, cooked 85 
pounds of turkey – we oven-roasted a bird, smoked 
three birds, and Gene did a miso glaze and grilled a 
fifth bird on an infrared grill. After carving the 85 
pounds of turkey (and ruining his favorite khaki pants 
in the process), Gene says he’ll never eat turkey again.

We also made servings of truffled mashed potatoes for 
120, and Christine Stavropoulos provided her Greek 
salad to go along with our French salad so everyone 
could have their greens. Jes Flesch made a gorgeous, 
ornament-themed cake for dessert. John Binette
provided the monster-sized dinner rolls from the 
Family Bakery. Thank you, Christine, John, and Jes!

Bonnie Breneman graciously kept track of all of the 
RSVPs and donated 40 rental chairs so we had a chair 
for every butt. Steve Wallace, the MVYC Beer Fairy, 
donated all of the adult beverages. We had a big crew 
to help with set-up the day before, including Bonnie, 
Dan and Chris O’Keefe, Pat and Judy McCarthy, and 
Larry Ichter. Chris O’Keefe donated the tablecloths
and centerpieces, and was the inspiration behind the 
holiday decorations. Diane Wilson was a big help with 
clean-up the night of the party, and donated the 
servers for the signature cocktail – which was empty 
by the end of the night.

Last but definitely not least, Mary Bowers and her 
Name Yet to be Determined Band were the hit of the 
party! They provided both holiday-themed and non-
holiday music, and held a sing-along that was a lot of 
fun. Mary is an MVYC treasure, for sure.

On a personal note, I want to thank all of those who 
donated toys and games for Children’s National 
Medical Center. I dropped all of the donations off at 
Children’s on Monday, December 18, where they were 
very welcomed. We had approximately 60-70 
donations, and I was very proud of your generosity. 
Thank you very much! 

Gene and I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays, and 
we’ll see you around the Club in 2018!



The Alexandria Holiday Boat Parade of Lights annually wins national
recognition as the one of the best Holiday Parade in the country
according to readers of USA Today. Every year, Alexandria's
waterfront is illuminated with boats decked out with lights that
cruise by on the Potomac River, pleasing and captivating crowds that
were estimated to be nearly 10-15,000. This year was no exception,
which included participation by Captains Williamson, Stott, Walton,
Ruckman and Ortiz of MVYC and their hardy crews. MVYC members
Gene Diotalevi and Bonnie Breneman ably ran the radios for the Boat
Parade of Lights from the deck of the judges’ boat. Captain Ruckman,
who was participating for the first time, enthusiastically stated, 
“... it was worth keeping my boat in the water a bit longer and not
winterizing.”

"We are thrilled to receive this honor," said Patricia Washington of
Visit Alexandria, the lead producer of the 2017 parade. "The
Alexandria Holiday Boat Parade of Lights has been a beloved holiday
tradition in Old Town Alexandria for eighteen years and is a signature
celebration of our historic waterfront.”

The Potomac River lit up for the holidays with more than 50
participating power and sail boats during the annual Alexandria DC
Holiday Boat Parade of Lights on December 2, 2017. The John Glenn
and the Alexandria fireboat led off the parade with the arrival of Santa Claus at 3pm. The weather 
was mild, the wind calm and the tide high, which made for an enjoyable weekend in old town 
decorating the boats and socializing with other boaters and spectators. Other activities taking place 
were the Scottish Walk and the weekly Farmer’s market. We’d like to thank the City of Alexandria 
for offering complimentary docking for the weekend for those who stayed overnight.

The 2017 winning boats are: 
• Best of Alexandria Show - State of Comfort 
• Best Powerboat - Stimulus Package
• Best Sailboat - Wisp
• Best Spirit of Harmony (New Category) - Nalani
• Best Spirit of America - Beach House
• Thinking Outside the Christmas Box - Cyganka
• Most Animated - iechyd da!
• Most Holiday Cheer - Anamchara
• Most Spirited Crew - Letter of Marque
• Best Theme - Kairos
• Hardiest Soul - FLOTUS
• Best Try - O'Sea Dee
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2018 Alexandria Holiday Boat Parade of Lights

The parade was presented and organized 
by the City of Alexandria, Visit Alexandria, 
the Old Dominion Boat Club, led by 
Commodore Bill Gard (also a member of 
MVYC) and Potomac Riverboat Company
who wish to congratulate the winners and 
thank all of the participating boats and 
many volunteers who produced such a 
spectacular event.

Excerpts of this article were taken from the Old 
Town Alexandria, Patch Author Deb Belt.  
Photos from www.visitalexandriava.com

Upcoming MVYC Meetings
Please mark your calendars for these MVYC meetings, in the 
Clubhouse.

Membership meetings:
• Thursday, Jan 4 at 8:00
• Thursday, Feb 1 at 8:00
• Thursday, Mar 1 at 8:00

Board meetings:
• Monday, Jan 15 at 7:30
• Monday, Feb 19 at 7:30
• Monday, Mar 19 at 7:30



We invite MVYC members to submit articles, 
photos, and paid advertisements by the 15th of 
each month to Beacon@mvyc.net
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