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Upcoming Meetings 

In the Club House 

 

Pat McCarthy, Secretary, secretary@mvyc.net 

Board Meetings 

3rd Monday of each month 
 

October 17, 2016 at 7:30pm 
November 21, 2016 at 7:30pm 

 
Membership Meetings 

1st Thursday of each month 
 

October 6, 2016 at 8:00pm 
November 3, 2016 at 8:00pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Bosun’s Whistle: 

Steve Donock, Commodore commodore@mvyc.net 
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It looks like we’re entering October much as we did September……summery!  I guess we should all look 
at it as a chance to squeeze in a few more weekends on the water.  I know I’m going to try.  We’re 
moving into the fall season in pretty good shape.  You’ll read elsewhere in this issue of The Beacon about 
continuing repairs and upgrades to our House, Grounds, Marina and Pool.  The repairs done to the pool in 
the spring held up very well.  The exact numbers aren’t in yet but, according to the lifeguards, it seemed 
nearly all the water we added over the season was due to evaporation.  The last, hard to find, small leaks 
were taken care of early on and it’s in good shape for its winter nap.  The Club is still doing well on our 
budget and as of late September we have not had to dip into any of the reserves approved and set aside for 
the pool repairs.  I thank not only our Treasurer, Dan, but all the Chairs for doing a fine job managing 
your money.  We’re watching it all closely and will keep you all informed. 

At the September Membership Meeting the membership approved a change to the By-Laws to allow for 
electronic communication in place of “snail mail” for items that require members to receive written 
notification.  This change will save the Club several hundred dollars every year in postage.  There is an 
option to continue receiving hard copy notices for any members who do not have email.  Fortunately, 
there are few, if any.  We are using the email address you included on your membership package so 
please make sure to keep that updated.  Clearly, those who do not read email are going to miss some 
things – including this Beacon – so we will post notices on the Board in Clubhouse in addition to sending 
them via email.  We are asking all of you who do read MVYC emails to talk it up with your friends who 
may not do so regularly.  We are working very hard to make sure that between email and any necessary 
mailings, to make sure everyone is kept informed.  Please be assured that this overdue move forward will 
not, in any way, negatively impact the Club’s communications with its members.  While the vote was 
nearly unanimous (I’m told the one “no” vote may not have been a serious vote but we had to actually 
count it) we did have some discussion about the issue and we are indeed sensitive to the change that is 
happening and will do everything in our power to do it right.  If you have any ideas at all that might help 
us succeed, do not hesitate to let any Board member know.  It doesn’t matter if it’s at a meeting, around 
the Club, or a phone call – we want to hear from you. 

As you know, the upcoming October Membership Meeting is where the proposed slate of officers for 
2017 will be presented by the Nominating Committee.  It is also the only time where nominations from 
the floor may be made.  Many thanks to Immediate Past Commodore Jerry Gray and his committee for all 
the work they did to put together a team for next year. 

Let’s get out and enjoy these last few weeks of the season while it’s still nice out.  We’ll be dusting off 
our coats and getting ready for our season of indoor events soon enough! - Steve 

 

Grounds Update:  Rob Catron, Grounds Director, grounds@mvyc.net 
If you are interested in helping the Grounds Committee throughout the year, please contact me. — Rob 
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House Update:  Amy Walker, House Director, house@mvyc.net  

It was an active August and early September for the house. The House is now 16 years old so we expect 
things to start “breaking”. While working Long Range Planning, we discovered several issues with AC 
units and the roof. To shorten the story, we replaced two of the AC units which was more cost effective 
than repairing them. We have a maintenance contract in place to prolong the life of all the units. As for 
the roof, we discovered major rotting above the elevator shaft. We have someone scheduled to do the 
repair within the next few weeks. On September 26, the stairs and bar area rugs will be steam cleaned. 
Please limit your activity in the clubhouse that day so they can dry properly. On a different note, several 
club members have entered the club noticing that the thermostat has been turned way down. If you reset it 
to cool off the building quickly, I kindly ask you turn it back to the recommended settings. No need to 
waste money when no one is occupying the building. Same goes for Winter season. 
As always, be sure to shut the shades and turn off TV’s/lights before you leave. 
Lastly, Thanks to Dan O’Keefe, Pat McCarthy and Jeff Kirkland for their help with the AC issues while I 
was on vacation. Have a Great Fall, Amy Walker 
  

Security Update:  Jeff Kirkland, Security Director, 
security@mvyc.net 

MVYC Security Director at:  security@mvyc.net - Jeff 

Marina Update:  John Binette, Marina Director, marina@mvyc.net 

Well the summer months have passed us by and September is upon us.  August proved to be so hot even 
our 5 o’clock club had trouble hanging at the point.  Our summer vacations have come and gone.  Kids 
are back to school.  Things are returning to “normal”.  While the pool is closed, the marina is still very 
much open for business, and our boating season should continue for a couple of months.  There is plenty 
of boating season left.  Take advantage. 

With the temperatures starting to dip, we hope to also take advantage around the marina.  We are planning 
to have a shipment of wood brought in to start replacing the sections of the apron in dire need.  We will 
start with the areas most in need, then move on to other areas as the wood and time allow.  We could use 
volunteers, so if interested please contact me at marina@mvyc.net,   

With Larry Ichter’s hard work, we have a lot of new members and in turn a lot of new boaters within the 
marina.  Some of our new boaters may not be aware of a very nice marina feature, the fuel dock.  We are 
very lucky to have acquired a special use permit allowing the fuel dock within our marina and extremely 
fortunate to have the fuel dock in the capable hands of MVYC member, Mike Phelps, and all the 
volunteers who man the pump throughout the boating season.  Their behind the scenes work ensures fuel 
continues to be available to all our boating members at a very reasonable price.  The conditions of our 
permit, however, are very specific.  The fuel dock is only allowed to operate on Saturdays and Sundays 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Operation of the fuel dock outside these parameters is limited to non-
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member emergencies of vessels trying to return to their home port.  Deviation from these conditions could 
result in the loss of this privilege for all our boating members.  These conditions are a matter of law with 
our special use permit.  Please understand these conditions, plan accordingly, arrive on-time, and treat our 
volunteers with nothing less than the utmost respect as they serve you so we may all continue to benefit 
from our fuel dock. 

As always, if you see anything within the marina that needs to be addressed, if you would like to 
volunteer, or you have any suggestions, please send an email to marina@mvyc.net and we will look into 
it.  Enjoy the remainder of the boating season. John Binette, MVYC Marina Director 
Membership News: Larry Ichter, membership@mvyc.net 

Welcome Aboard – Jared and Andrea Ripperger are long-term guests, having rented the Prinz’s 
house on Forest Haven Drive.  Jared was raised in New York and Connecticut before heading off to 
college and then joining the Navy, becoming a Naval flight officer.  After leaving the Navy and earning 
his MBA, he joined the Army, became an armor officer and was recently transferred to the Pentagon.  
Andrea comes from Indiana/Michigan and worked as a nurse.  They met in Georgia and lived in 
California for a year before moving here with their son who is a sophomore at Mount Vernon High 
School. - Larry 

Pool Update:  Gene Diotalevi, pool@mvyc.net  

For questions, please contact pool@mvyc.net.  - Gene 

Power Fleet Update:  Mike Holland, powerfleet@mvyc.net 

The Red Brown memorial cruise to Coles Point had 18 boats travel down the Potomac River and much 
more importantly we had 18 boats return!  Over 60 MVYC Members laded at Coles Point, VA on August 
26th and had a great time.  The heat was on, but so were the barbeque grills.  Special thanks to our cooks, 
The Jims (Borches and Fletcher) and Gene Diotalevi for cooking up some great pulled pork and spiced 
chicken.  Additional thanks to our most favorite knee breaker, Bonnie Breneman and also Judy McCarthy 
for setting up and keeping us organized.  Finally, thanks to Matt Flesch for helping coordinate with the 
great Coles Point staff.  The annual overnight to Old Town will be here soon.  The dates are October 7th, 
8th and 9th.  All are welcome.  If you can’t boat up to Old Town, drive or catch a ride with a fellow club 
member.  As usual, the “5 o’clock on the dock’s party” will happen on Saturday the 8th.  Please be sure to 
bring something to share! -Captain Mike 
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PRYCA Update: POTOMAC RIVER YACHT CLUBS ASSOCIATION 

By Delegate Pat McCarthy 

The PRYCA held its quarterly Delegates Meeting September 12th.  Since the meeting’s times conflicted 
with the Washington Redskin’s season opener, quite a few of the members were out with the “flu”.  
Reports were provided by the Members at Large and the Treasurer and the new Trophy Cup from the 
float-in was officially presented to the Fairfax Yacht Club for their overall winning of the games.  Of 
special note, it was reported that the Commonwealth of Virginia has requested an exception from the 
Environmental Protection Agency to sell ethanol free fuel in marinas including northern Virginia.  I’ll 
report further on this item as information becomes available in the future.   Finally, two new clubs have 
been voted into the PRYCA.  They are Lodge Creek Yacht Club situated at Olverson’s Marina on the 
Yeocomico River and the virtual Potomac River Yacht Club which has members in Virginia and 
Maryland.  The PRYCA’s next big event is their gala dinner, dance, and change of watch coming up in 
January at the Crowne Plaza, Old Town Alexandria, January 28, 2017. 

Ships Store:  If you would like to purchase MVYC 60th Anniversary glasses,they are 2 for 
$25.00 or 1 for $14.00. Please contact Janet Fincher to purchase glasses or anything else you need from 
the Ship Store. 
 

Social Update:  Monika Ortiz, Social Director, social@mvyc.net 

"Autumn paints in colors that Summer has never seen." 
 
What a summer we have had!!!  We thought the rain would never stop and then came the heat.  
Mother Nature even played tricks on us for the big Labor Day Weekend, as always the resilient 
club members never gave up and made the best of it with a great picnic on the point. Now the 
club parties get into full swing.  The Williamson’s started us off with a fantastic Pirate TGIF...  
Time for everyone to get out their calendars and fill them in with all the great parties to come: 
 
Upcoming dates and events: 
 
Oct 7th - TGIF (Family Friendly) Host needed 
Oct 14th - TGIF Host needed 
Oct 21st - TGIF Host needed 
Oct 28th - Halloween TGIF watch your email for details. 
Nov 1st - Family Friendly TGIF Host needed 
Nov 4th - TGIF Host Needed 
Nov 5th – Commodore’s Ball --- More to follow 
    
*All events are subject to change, so watch the calendar closely* The TGIFs continue every 
Friday night.   
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If it has been a while since you have hosted a TGIF, you might want to send Monika a note. She 
will be happy to schedule you. Next Social Committee meeting 10/19/2016 @7:45pm  

 

2016 FASHION SHOW 
The Yacht Haven Garden Club is presenting their 33rd annual Fashion Show and Luncheon, 
“Bon Voyage”, on Thursday, October 13, 2016 - 10am at the Fort Belvoir Officers Club in 
Alexandria.  Fashions for women of all sizes will be provided by Details of Occoquan. Yacht 
Haven Garden Club works to further education in horticulture, floral design and conservation 
among its members and the surrounding community. To achieve these goals, our proceeds will 
be divided among the following projects and organizations: The American Horticulture Society 
(River Farm), The Univ. of Maryland (honey bee project), The National Arboretum Friendship 
Garden, Fort Belvoir Wounded Warrior Healing Garden, Sherwood Hall Library Garden and 
beautification of neighborhood entrances. In addition, we have a Scholarship Fund for students 
pursuing an education in horticulture.  For further information and tickets contact: Kathy Ichter, 
Ichter@verizon.net 
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